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Rav Sheishess told us this following matter,  יְינִין ע� לָן  ר  נְה�  וְא�
תְנִיתִין  and he enlightened our eyes for us from our — מִמּ�
Mishnah.[23] What was it that Rav Sheishess said?  ּסוֹטָה שֶׁיֵּשׁ לָה 

Gemara The Gemara cites a ruling that can be inferred 

from our Mishnah:

מְרָם ב ע� ר ר� ב שֵׁשֶׁת  :Rav Amram said — אָמ� ר לָן ר�  — הָא מִילְּתָא אָמ�

(since we suspect her of fabricating the story in order to force her 
husband into divorcing her), and there is a view there in the Gemara 
that she remains permitted to eat terumah as well. This would seem to 
contradict our Mishnah, which accepts her confession. In truth, how-
ever, there is no contradiction; for our Mishnah refers to where she 
confessed after violating a warning against secluding herself with 
another man. Since there is circumstantial evidence that supports her 
claim of adultery, all would agree that we forbid her to eat terumah or 
remain with her husband (see Tosafos, Tos. Shantz and Tos. HaRosh).

19. Since it has been established by two witnesses that she has commit-
ted adultery, she may never eat terumah.

20. She maintains her innocence but is fearful of drinking the bitter 
waters. We cannot coerce her into drinking [see Mishnah below, 20a], 
and thus cannot ascertain whether or not she had in fact committed 
adultery. She thus remains in her status as a sotah and remains 
forbidden to eat terumah (Meiri).

21. It is the husband who must bring the sotah to the Temple to be tested 
by the bitter waters. If he refuses to make her drink, she cannot drink 
the bitter waters on her own. [This is indicated by the verse that states 
(Numbers 5:15): כֹּהֵן אִישׁ אֶת־אִשְׁתּוֹ אֶל־ה�  and the man shall bring his ,וְהֵבִיא ה�
wife to the Kohen . . . (see Rashi to 24a שותות ולא   [.(Kesubos 81a ;ד”ה 
Thus, her status can never be clarified and she is therefore forever 
forbidden to her husband and forever forbidden from eating terumah. 
[In fact, Tosafos to Yevamos 95a אילימא  deduce from the Gemara ד”ה 
there that once the husband refuses to make his wife drink the waters, 
he cannot retract, and her sotah status therefore remains permanently.]

22. A suspected sotah is forbidden to have relations with her husband 
until she drinks from the bitter waters and thereby proves her innocence 
(see below, 27b). If her husband violated this prohibition and cohabited 
with her during this time (‘‘while they were on the way’’ to Jerusalem, 
where the test is administered), the bitter waters will no longer test her. 
For the Torah states (Numbers 5:31): א תִּשּׂ� הִוא  ה� ה  אִשּׁ� וְה� וֹן  מֵע� אִישׁ  ה� ה   וְנִקּ�
הּ  And the man will be free of sin, while that woman will bear her ,אֶת־עֲוֹנ�
sin, from which the Sages infer: Only if the husband himself is free of sin 
are the waters effective in testing his wife; if he has sinned (by 
cohabiting with her illegally), the waters are ineffective (below, 28a). 
Our Mishnah thus teaches that if her husband has cohabited with her 
illegally, there is no longer any way for her to prove her innocence and 
she therefore remains forever forbidden from eating terumah (Rashi; 
see Meiri).

23. I.e. he proved his ruling from our Mishnah (Rashi). He thereby 
enlightened us as to the Mishnah’s intent (see Rashi to Yevamos 56b). 
[We find this expression used in connection with Rav Sheishess many 
times. Perhaps, it is because Rav Sheishess was blind (Berachos 58a), yet 
he illuminated the eyes of other Torah scholars with his knowledge (see 
Minchas Yaakov ד”ה הא מילתא).]

12. A chalal [literally: desecrated] is the child of a union between a 
Kohen and a woman who is especially prohibited to Kohanim (e.g. a 
divorcee; see notes 7-8 above). This category is derived from Leviticus 
21:15, which states that by refraining from marrying the women 
forbidden to him, the Kohen Gadol shall not desecrate his offspring. 
Scripture here implies that when a Kohen does have children with any of 
the prohibited women, he indeed desecrates them (i.e. he renders the 
offspring chalalim). Abaye thus speaks of where this Kohen’s father 
cohabited with one of these prohibited women and begat a son. The half 
brother is a chalal, and as such is disqualified from the priesthood and is 
permitted to marry any of the prohibited women, including a woman 
who was violated (Rashi).

13. Yet we know that she is eligible for yibum (see Tosafos ד”ה אשת כהן).
 This analogy is accurate, for a permissible woman has become 
forbidden to her husband (the Kohen) during her marriage (when she 
was violated). Abaye thus argues that if the violation has impaired the 
marital relationship and rendered the heretofore-permitted husband 
prohibited, then certainly it impairs the yibum potential of that marital 
relationship for the heretofore-prohibited brother-in-law (see Rashi; see 
note 6 above).

15. See 2a note 11 for the Scriptural source.

16. See Meiri; Rav to this Mishnah with Minchah Chareivah. Similarly, 
they are forbidden to remain with their husbands (Tos. Shantz; Meiri).

17. Even if their husbands are Kohanim (Rashi), or they are Kohanos 
who would revert to their parental home after their marriage is 
terminated (see Rav; Mishneh LaMelech, Hil. Sotah 2:12; see, however, 
Tiferes Tziyon to Rashi; see also Hagahos R’ Betzalel Ronsburg).

18. I.e. I have committed adultery while married to you. An adulteress is 
disqualified from eating terumah (see below, 28a; Tosafos to Yevamos 
44b ד”ה הכא נמי), and this woman is, by her own admission, an adulteress.
 [Actually, the Mishnah in Nedarim (90b) teaches that a woman who 
claims to have committed adultery remains permitted to her husband 

NOTES

Mishnah The previous Mishnah had taught that a presumptive sotah is temporarily barred from eating 

terumah, pending resolution of her status through the test of the bitter waters.[15] The women listed 

in this Mishnah, however, are permanently forbidden to eat terumah because their guilt is established or because 

they will not or cannot prove their innocence by drinking the bitter waters.[16]

בִּתְרוּמָה מִלֶּאֱכוֹל  אֲסוּרוֹת  אֲנִי  And these women are forbidden to partake of terumah:[17] — וְאֵלּוּ  טְמֵאָה  הָאוֹמֶרֶת 
טְמֵאָה  One who says to her husband, ‘‘I am defiled to you’’;[18] — לְךָ שֶׁהִיא  עֵדִים  and one about — וְשֶׁבָּאוּ 
whom witnesses came and testified that she is defiled;[19]  שׁוֹתָה אֵינִי  and one who says, ‘‘I will — וְהָאוֹמֶרֶת 
not drink’’;[20]  ּשְׁקוֹתָה לְה� רוֹצֶה  אֵינוֹ  עְלָהּ   and one whose husband does not want to give her the bitters — וְשֶׁבּ�

waters to drink;[21]  ְדֶּרֶך בּ� עָלֶיהָ  בָּא  עְלָהּ   and one whose husband cohabited with her on the way to — וְשֶׁבּ�

Jerusalem.[22]

cohabitation (the husband’s chalal brother),  לאֹ כָּל שֶׁכֵּן — is it 
not all the more so that she be forbidden?![13] — ? —
 Rava rejects this analogy as well:

שָׁרֵי מִישְׁרָא  בְּיִשְׂרָאֵל   A violated [woman] is surely — אוֹנֶס 
permitted to a Yisrael (i.e. a non-Kohen);  (מִיהָא) אי  דְּה� בֵּי   וְג�
 and so regarding this brother, the chalal, there — לֵיכָּא אִיסּוּרָא
is no prohibition whatsoever.[14]

— [the husband] died childless,  וְיֵשׁ לוֹ אָח חָלָל — and he has a 
brother who is a chalal,[12]  בֵּם  should [the widow] — לאֹ תִּתְי�
not be taken in yibum! For we can make the same kal vachomer 

argument:  ּלָה בְּמוּתָּר  נֶאֶסְרָה   If because of the forced — אִם 

cohabitation [the widow] becomes prohibited to one who was 
permitted to her originally (i.e. her Kohen husband),  ּבְּאָסוּר לָה 

— then to one who was forbidden to her at the time of the 
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14. As mentioned above (notes 11 and 12), a violated woman is prohibited 
only to a Kohen in good standing; a non-Kohen, or even a chalal, may 
marry or remain married to her. Rava’s kal vachomer is therefore inap-
plicable in our case. For Rava was dealing with a woman who perhaps 
willingly committed adultery and became forbidden as a sotah. She 
is thus forbidden with the type of prohibition that applies to both the 
husband and his brother. Since the brother’s power of yibum derives from 
the original marriage, and since that marriage has been impaired by an 
action that would impact the brother as well, we say that his power of 
yibum has likewise been impaired. However, in Abaye’s case the chalal 
is not impacted by the action (the forced cohabitation) that has impaired 
his (Kohen) brother’s marriage, since he is indeed permitted to marry 
a violated woman. Hence, his power of yibum has not been diminished 
(Rashi).
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as a prerequisite for the sotah’s test, and was fit for the kli shareis, 
whose sanctification was therefore valid. If the witnesses come after-
ward, the validly sanctified minchah becomes disqualified only from this 
point forward. It cannot revert to a state of non-sanctity, and it must be 
burned (see Rashi).

9. If we accept Rav Sheishess’ ruling that the bitter waters are inef-
fective when there are witnesses who know of her guilt, it emerges 
that this woman was never eligible to be tested by the bitter waters. 
The minchah thus never received a valid sanctification in the kli 
shareis since a kli shareis invests with holiness only those things that 
are fit for it [Zevachim 86a, 87a]. Since it emerges that this minchah 
was never fit for the kli shareis, the minchah never became sanctified 
(Rashi).

10. I.e. even without redemption. For since both the verbal and physical 
sanctification were done on the false premise that the woman required a 
minchah, the ingredients should be treated as ordinary and non-sacred 
even without redemption. This is in keeping with the principle that 
erroneous consecration is not consecration (Rashi from Nazir 31a; see, 
however, Chidushei HaGriz).

11. That is, the witnesses who testify that she has committed adul-
tery have no knowledge about whether she became defiled during 
the seclusion for which her husband had brought her to the Temple. 
Rather, they testify that they saw her commit adultery in the Temple 
Courtyard itself, after the minchah was sanctified in the kli shareis. 
Since she was eligible to drink the bitter waters at the time of the 
sanctification, as there were then no witnesses regarding defilement, 
the sanctification was valid. When the witnesses then testify about the 
second adultery, we cannot offer the minchah (since her status as a 
definite adulteress becomes established) and it must be burned instead 
(Rashi).
 [Actually, according to Rashi who holds that Rav Sheishess’ law 
applies only where there exist witnesses who have seen her commit 
adultery with the suspected adulterer with whom the husband warned 
her not to seclude herself (see 6a note 25), the Gemara could have ap-
parently answered quite simply that the Mishnah refers to witnesses 
who came and testified that she committed adultery with a different 
man. The mere existence of such witnesses would not invalidate the 
sotah procedure, but their testimony that she is defiled would halt it, 
as she is definitely forbidden to her husband! Why did the Gemara 
not offer this answer? See the resolution of Mishneh LaMelech to Hil. 
Sotah 1:14; see also He’aros L’Maseches Sotah here; see also Chidushei 
HaGriz to the Gemara below ד”ה תניא כוותי’ דר”ש.]

1. [After her minchah offering had been sanctified in a kli shareis (ser-
vice vessel), she admitted to the court that she had committed adultery. 
For the court would frighten her in order to induce her to admit, as 
taught in the Mishnah [below, 7a] Rashi).

2. The purpose of administering the waters is not to punish the guilty 
sotah but to ascertain whether or not a sotah is innocent and permit-
ted to remain with her husband. Once her guilt is established (by her 
admission or by witnesses), there is no longer any point in making her 
drink the waters (see Rashi below ד”ה אלא לבתר דקדוש; see also Gemara 
19b and note 32 there).

3. The sotah’s minchah can be offered only as long as it can effectuate 
the examination of the bitter waters. Once it becomes clear that the 
waters will not be administered, however, the offering of the minchah 
cannot proceed, and is disqualified (see Rashi below ד”ה אלא לבתר דקדוש, 
and note 6 there).

4. Rashi. Like every other minchah offering, the minchas sotah goes 
through two stages of sanctification before it is offered: It first receives 
verbal sanctification when the owner dedicates the ingredients for use 
as a minchah. At this point, the minchah is invested with only monetary 
sanctity, which can be redeemed. [The redemption money assumes the 
sanctity of the original minchah, and is used to buy another one.] The 
minchah is then placed in a kli shareis (a Temple service vessel), invest-
ing it with physical sanctity, which cannot be redeemed.

5. Granted that the offering of the minchah cannot proceed and it is 
‘‘disqualified,’’ why should it be burned? Even if it has already been 
verbally sanctified, that sanctity can be redeemed (see Rashi).

6. That is why the minchah must be burned. For a kli shareis invests 
whatever is fit for it with sanctity that cannot be deconsecrated even if 
the offering becomes tamei or otherwise disqualified, as it is written in 
regard to klei shareis (Exodus 30:29): ׁש הֶם יִקְדּ� נֹּגֵע� בּ� ל־ה�  whatever touches ,כּ�
them shall be holy [see Zevachim 86b-87a; Menachos 100b]. In the 
present case, the offering of the minchas sotah cannot proceed, because 
its sole purpose is to allow for the sotah’s examination, and her guilt 
has already been established! It is also not fit as a voluntary minchah, 
since a barley minchah is fit to be offered only as a minchas sotah or 
Omer offering (Rashi; see, however, Chidushei HaGriz). The sanctified 
minchas sotah, therefore, must be burned.

7. Rashi.

8. When the minchah was placed in the kli shareis prior to the coming 
of the witnesses, the sotah was still in a state of doubt and the bitter 
waters could ascertain her status. The minchah was thus fit to function 

 
NOTES

דּוּשׁ פִּיר ק�  וּמִשּׁוּם הָכִי מִנְחָתָהּ נִשְׂרֶפֶת  .it was validly sanctified — שׁ�
— And because of this, her minchah is burned when the 

witnesses come and halt the procedure, because by halting the 

procedure they are disqualifying a minchah that had been validly 

sanctified in a kli shareis.[8]  ּיִם בּוֹדְקִין אוֹתָה מּ� תְּ אֵין ה�  — אֶלָּא אִי אָמְר�

But if you say, as Rav Sheishess asserts, that the waters do not 
examine her if there exist witnesses overseas who can attest to 

her guilt,  ַפְרֵע לְמ� מִילְּתָא  לֵּי   then once the witnesses do — תִּיגּ�

arrive, let the matter be revealed in retrospect  ׁדּוּש ק�  דְּכִי 
 that when [the minchah] was originally sanctified — מֵעִיקָּרָא

in the kli shareis,  ׁדּוּש ק�  ,it was sanctified in error — בְּטָעוּת 
since we now know that the woman was never fit to be tested by 

the sotah waters in the first place.[9]  לְחוּלִּין -And ac — וְתֵיפּוּק 

cordingly, [the minchah] should not be burned but should rather 

go out of its sanctified state to a state of non-sanctity![10] — ? —
 The Gemara defends Rav Sheishess:

רְתָּא מִדִּיסְק� יְהוּדָה  ב  ר� ר  :Rav Yehudah of Diskarta said — אָמ�
 The case of the Mishnah is where witnesses — כְּגוֹן שֶׁזִּינְתָה בָּעֲזָרָה

testified that she committed adultery in the Temple Courtyard 

after the minchah had been sanctified in the kli shareis,  דְּכִי 
מֵעִיקָּרָא דּוּשׁ   so that when [the minchah] was originally — ק�
sanctified,  ׁדּוּש ק� פִּיר   it was validly sanctified, since the — שׁ�

seclusion for which she is drinking is not what the witnesses are 

testifying about.[11]

 The Gemara objects to this answer:

רְשִׁיָּא ב מְשׁ� תְקִיף לָהּ ר� הֲלאֹ  :Rav Mesharshiya objected to it — מ�  ו�

 וְשֶׁבָּאוּ לָהּ  ONE WHO SAYS, ‘‘I AM DEFILED,’’[1] — הָאוֹמֶרֶת טְמֵאָה אֲנִי
 AND ONE ABOUT WHOM WITNESSES COME and — עֵדִים שֶׁהִיא טְמֵאָה

testify THAT SHE IS DEFILED. Since the waters are not adminis- 

tered to such a sotah,[2] the procedure is halted; her minchah 

cannot be offered on the Altar[3] and is burned instead.

 Rav develops his challenge by analyzing the Mishnah’s second 

case:

ת אֵימ� עֵדִים   Now, when did the witnesses come and — דְּאָתוּ 

testify against her, thereby halting the sotah procedure?  אִילֵימָא 
מֵּי דְּתִקְדּוֹשׁ  If you say that they came before [the minchah] — מִקּ�
was sanctified by being placed in a kli shareis,[4]  תֵּיפּוּק לְחוּלִּין — 

then [the minchah] should go out of its sanctified state to a 

state of non-sanctity through redemption.[5] Why would the 

Mishnah rule that it must be burned?  ׁדּוּש דְּק� ר  לְבָת�  — אֶלָּא 

Rather, we must say that the witnesses came to testify after [the 
minchah] was sanctified in a kli shareis.[6]

 Having established what case is being discussed by the Mish- 

nah, Rav presents his challenge:

יִם בּוֹדְקִין אוֹתָהּ תְּ בִּשְׁלָמָא מ�  Now, [the Mishnah’s ruling] — אִי אָמְר�
that the minchah must be burned in this case is well understood if 
you say that the waters would examine her even if there are 

witnesses overseas who can attest to her guilt, as long as she drinks 

before they testify.[7]  ב הִיא שׁ וּמִקְר� ת מִקְדּ� לְמָא בּ�  ,Accordingly — א�
[the minchah] is eligible to be sanctified and offered on the 

Altar despite the existence of these witnesses;  מֵעִיקָּרָא דּוּשׁ   וְכִי ק�
— and when it was originally sanctified in the kli shareis,

6b1 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 

(
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verbally sanctified and then physically sanctified in a kli shareis, it is 
now revealed to possess no sanctity whatsoever — neither verbal sanc-
tification nor physical sanctification — and is thus not subject to the law 
of me’ilah (misuse of sacred items for mundane purposes) [see, however, 
Maharsha’s reading in Rashi]. For the sanctifications of this minchah 
are now known to have been done in error, since we have discovered 
that the seclusion testimony upon which the entire sotah procedure is 
based was in fact false. The sanctification of the minchah, then, was 
never valid in the first place. The erroneously sanctified ingredients of 
the minchah are treated as ordinary foodstuffs [without the need for 
redemption], and may be consumed by anyone as he pleases (Rashi). 
[Tosafos demonstrate that if the witnesses are found to be zomemin 
after the kometz was separated, there is a Rabbinic requirement (aside 
from Rav Pappa’s consideration) to burn the minchah. Cf. Meiri; see 
Keren Orah.]

29. For in the case of the Baraisa, the minchas sotah was erroneously 
sanctified in a kli shareis (on the mistaken assumption that the seclu-
sion witnesses were truthful), yet the Baraisa rules that minchah is 
regarded as ordinary foodstuffs once we discover that the seclusion 
witnesses were false. This disproves Rav Pappa’s assertion that there 
is a Rabbinic requirement to burn an offering that had been sanctified 
in a kli shareis even if it later emerges that the sanctification was done 
on false premises.
 Accordingly, when the Mishnah below (22b) rules that we must burn 
the minchah of a sotah should witnesses testify that she had in fact com-
mitted adultery, we cannot say that the Mishnah means that it must be 
burned because of a Rabbinic decree, as Rav Pappa asserted. Rather, the 
Mishnah must mean that Biblical law demands that it be burned, because 
the minchah was fit to be offered at the time it was sanctified (Rashi).

30. Thus, Rav Pappa can indeed justify his explanation of the Mishnah 
on 22b as referring even to where the witnesses who now testify that 
she was defiled are testifying that she was defiled during the seclusion 
for which she would be drinking the bitter waters.

31. Rav Sheishess (above, 6a) had based his ruling on the verse (Numbers 
הּ :(5:13 וְעֵד אֵין בּ� ה  א� נִטְמ� וְהִיא  ה   and she had been secluded and had ,וְנִסְתְּר�
become defiled — but there was no witness about her . . ., which — accord-
ing to its simple meaning — refers to where the waters are administered 
to the woman; the verse teaches that they are to be administered only 
if there are no witnesses to her defilement. But if there are witnesses to 
her defilement somewhere in the world, the entire sotah procedure will 
be ineffective [see 6a note 27]. The Baraisa the Gemara is about to quote 
does not use this verse as a source for that law, because we expound this 
verse instead as referring to a definite sotah, who does not drink the bit-
ter waters [above, 2a-b; see 6a note 27]. This Baraisa therefore presents 
a different Scriptural source for the law (Rashi).

32. Numbers 5:28.

23. The word ה -in the present context refers neither to the atone כִּיפְּר�
ment of sin (as is its usual meaning) nor to the remembrance of sin 
(which is how the Torah describes the objective of the minchas sotah 
in Numbers 5:15: וֹן ע� זְכֶּרֶת  מ� רוֹן  זִכּ� ת   a minchah of remembrance, a ,מִנְח�
reminder of iniquity ). Rather, the Baraisa means that when the kometz 
was brought, completing the offering of the minchah, it fulfilled its 
function as an element in the bitter waters procedure. For at that time 
both the husband and wife were alive and it was therefore possible to 
administer the waters to the suspected sotah. Accordingly, the validly 
offered minchah remains valid even after the husband or wife has died, 
even though the waters can no longer be administered. The Kohanim 
thus eat the remnants of the minchah as long as no inherent disqualifi-
cation (such as tumah) occurs to those remnants (Rashi).

24. [Although the previous case of the Baraisa refers to where the 
kometz has already been offered when the sotah procedure is canceled,] 
this next case of the Baraisa goes back and refers to where the cancel-
lation occurs before the kometz is offered (Rashi; see Dvar Shaul 9:14).

25. See above, note 20. Here, too, the issue is moot, since the testimony of 
the witnesses conclusively establishes her guilt (see above, note 2). The 
sotah procedure cannot proceed, and the minchah, which was already 
sanctified in a kli shareis, must be burned.

26. These are the witnesses who create the conditions for her being 
brought to the Temple to undergo the sotah procedure. Without testimo-
ny that the woman has secluded herself with the suspected adulterer, 
the husband cannot bring his wife to drink the waters (Rashi). [See 
Meiri, who suggests that the same would hold true for the witnesses 
to her husband’s initial warning to her not to seclude herself with that 
man. Those witnesses, too, are a necessary precondition for the sotah 
procedure (see also Dvar Shaul 9:10).]

27. Zomemin (singular: zomeim) are witnesses who are proven false by 
other witnesses who testify to having been with the first witnesses else-
where at the time of the alleged incident (see Deuteronomy 19:16-21). 
For example, one set of witnesses testifies that someone committed 
murder at a particular time and place. A second set of witnesses then 
testifies that the first witnesses were with them elsewhere at the time 
they allege that they have witnessed the murder, and thus could not 
possibly have witnessed it. The Torah decrees that in such a case the 
second witnesses are believed. The first witnesses are known as zome-
min (conspiring) witnesses, and are established as false.
 In the present case, two witnesses testified that the woman had 
secluded herself with the suspected adulterer in a specific place. Later, 
two other witnesses testified that the first witnesses were with them 
elsewhere at that time, and thus could not possibly have seen the seclu-
sion they claim to have witnessed. The ‘‘seclusion witnesses’’ are thus 
rendered zomemin and established as false.

28. The Baraisa rules that despite the fact that this minchah was 

 
NOTES

sotah procedure caused by the zomemin witnesses are widely 
known. I.e. everyone realizes that now that the seclusion 

witnesses have been proven false by the zomemin, this sotah’s 

minchah was never sanctified to begin with (as the seclusion 

witnesses, who are the basis for the procedure, have been shown 

to be false). Thus, there was no need for the Rabbis to decree that 

it should be burned lest people think that physical sanctity can be 

deconsecrated. The law that the mere existence of witnesses who 

saw the sotah commit adultery nullifies the entire procedure, 

however, is not common knowledge. Hence, if we would allow the 

minchah to be treated as non-sacred in that case, people will 

mistakenly conclude that even physical sanctity can be deconse- 

crated.[30]

 The Gemara cites a Baraisa that supports Rav Sheishess’ 

ruling, but bases it on a different source:

שֵׁשֶׁת ב  דְּר� כְּוָותֵיהּ  נְיָא   A Baraisa was taught in accordance — תּ�
with the ruling of Rav Sheishess,  ּעְמֵיה מִטּ� או   but not — וְל�
because of his reason given above.[31] The Baraisa reads:

-The verse states: But if the woman had not become de — ,,טְהֹרָה”

filed and she is PURE, then she shall be innocent [from punish- 

ment] and she shall bear seed.[32] The apparently superfluous 

adultery.  ּלָה וְהָלְכָה  סְפֵיקָהּ   -And indeed IT HAS ACCOM — כִּיפְּרָה 

PLISHED its sacrificial purpose of allowing for the determina-

tion of HER DOUBT, AND HAS GONE ALONG ITS WAY, i.e. it has 

already fulfilled its objective prior to the death of the husband or 

wife.[23]

 The Baraisa’s fourth ruling:

טְמֵאָה שֶׁהִיא  עֵדִים  לָהּ   IF before the kometz is offered[24] — בָּאוּ 

WITNESSES CAME and testified THAT SHE IS DEFILED,  ּמִנְחָתָה 
HER MINCHAH MUST BE BURNED.[25] — נִשְׂרֶפֶת

 The Baraisa’s fifth ruling, which is the basis of its challenge to 

Rav Pappa:

זוֹמְמִין עֵדֶיהָ   IF THE WITNESSES AGAINST HER [i.e. those — נִמְצְאוּ 

who testified that she had secluded herself with the suspected 

adulterer after being warned by her husband against doing so][26] 

WERE FOUND TO BE ZOMEMIN,[27]  מִנְחָתָהּ חוּלִּין — HER MINCHAH IS 

NON-SACRED, even if it has already been sanctified in a kli sha-

reis.[28] We see, then, that there is no Rabbinic decree to burn of-

ferings that were mistakenly sanctified in a kli shareis![29] — ? —
 The Gemara defends Rav Pappa:

תְּ קָאָמְר� זוֹמְמִין   Are you saying that the case involving — עֵדִים 

zomemin witnesses disproves Rav Pappa? The cases are not 

comparable.  ּעֵדִים זוֹמְמִין קָלָא אִית לְהו — The irregularities in the 
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27. The Gemara will presently explain the difference between the 
opinions of R’ Yehudah and the Tanna Kamma.

28. The Gemara refers to the Rabbis’ rebuttal of R’ Yose in the second 
Baraisa, after R’ Yose advanced the kal vachomer from niddah that R’ 
Yehudah stated in the first Baraisa. In this rebuttal the Rabbis argued 
that it is more reasonable to trust the husband with a niddah, who will 
eventually become permitted, than with a sotah, who might remain 
forbidden forever (Rashi, Tosafos). [See Tosafos, who demonstrate that 
the Rabbis’ first rejoinder to the kal vachomer (‘‘the very fact that the 
niddah prohibition is more stringent is reason for the husband to be 
trusted in that case’’) is not compelling, for we often find that people are 
more careful about the lighter prohibitions, and so R’ Yehudah certainly 
would not have accepted their argument.]

29. The commentators infer from the fact that R’ Yehudah cites a verse 
to permit yichud with a sotah that the yichud prohibition applies even to 
a woman who is forbidden by only a negative commandment — see notes 
7 and 9 above (Chazon Ish, Even HaEzer 34:6; Keren Orah; see also Beis 
Shmuel, Even HaEzer 117:8; Achiezer, Even HaEzer 9:1).

30. For they cite the same Scriptural verse (And the man shall bring his 
wife to the Kohen) to show that the sotah’s husband is trusted to refrain 
from cohabiting with his wife on the way.

31. See Minchah Chareivah, who explains the dispute.

32. Meiri; see end of note 34 below.

33. The High Court (or Sanhedrin) was composed of seventy-one judges, 
and it convened in the Lishkas HaGazis (‘‘Chamber of Hewn Stone’’). 
This was a room built into the wall of the Temple’s main Courtyard.

19. The very severity of the niddah transgression gives the husband 
pause and deters him from sinning (Rashi). Hence, he is allowed to 
seclude himself with his wife when she is a niddah.

20. Since the sotah transgression is less severe, the deterrent factor is 
weaker, and so two escorts are required for the journey to Jerusalem.

21. Numbers 5:15.

22. See note 29 below.

23. After the menstruation ceases and she immerses herself in a mikveh, 
a niddah once again becomes permitted to her husband. Thus assured of 
their reunion, the husband is able to control his passions while she is 
forbidden (Rashi).

24. Since this possibility exists, we suspect that the husband will be 
overcome with desire and will cohabit with her along the way (Rashi). It 
is therefore more reasonable to trust the husband in the case of a niddah 
than in the case of a sotah.

25. Proverbs 9:17.

26. I.e. a man naturally desires and pursues that which is forbidden to 
him (Rashi). In citing this verse, the Rabbis are buttressing their 
argument for not trusting the husband in the case of a sotah. First
they explained that the possibility of her becoming permanently 
prohibited could overwhelm him with desire. Now they anticipate the 
question: But since these two have already been intimate as man and 
wife, his passion will not be that intense!? To this the Rabbis respond: 
But now that she is forbidden to him, his desire will be further aroused 
— for stolen waters are sweet (Tosafos; see Shitah Mekubetzes; cf. 
Rashash).

 
NOTES

Mishnah The Mishnah continues to delineate the procedure for administering the bitter waters:

יִם גָּדוֹל שֶׁבִּירוּשָׁל� עֲלִין אוֹתָהּ לְבֵית דִּין ה�  They (the husband and the escort[32]) bring her up to — הָיוּ מ�
the High Court in Jerusalem,[33]  ָיְּימִין עָלֶיה  and [the judges] attempt to intimidate her so that she will — וּמְא�

MENSTRUANT,  שֶׁכֵּן יֵשׁ לָהּ הֶיתֵּר — SINCE INDEED SHE eventually 

HAS A RELEASE from her prohibited state,[23]  ר בְּסוֹטָה שֶׁאֵין  תֹּאמ�
 WILL YOU SAY the same IN [THE CASE OF] A SOTAH, WHO — לָהּ הֶיתֵּר

HAS NO RELEASE from her prohibited state should it emerge that 

she indeed committed adultery?[24]  ּיִמְתָּקו יִם־גְּנוּבִים  ,,מ�  וְאוֹמֵר 
 AND indeed [SCRIPTURE] STATES:[25] STOLEN WATERS ARE — וגו’ ”

SWEET etc.[26]

 The second Baraisa now quotes a third opinion, that of R’ 

Yehudah:

אוֹמֵר יְהוּדָה  בִּי  אֶת  :R’ YEHUDAH SAYS — ר� מֵבִיא  הָאִישׁ  תּוֹרָה  ה�  מִן 
כֹּהֵן ה� אֶל   UNDER BIBLICAL LAW, THE MAN MAY BRING HIS — אִשְׁתּוֹ 

WIFE TO THE KOHEN by himself, without any escort, because he is 

trusted not to cohabit with her,  ”ֹוְהֵבִיא הָאִישׁ אֶת־אִשְׁתּו,, ר   שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�

— AS IT IS STATED: AND THE MAN SHALL BRING HIS WIFE to the 

Kohen.[27] Thus, we see that in this Baraisa R’ Yehudah derives his 

ruling from Scripture, whereas in the first Baraisa he derived it 

from a kal vachomer! — ? —
 The Gemara explains the discrepancy:

בְּרֵישָׁא וָחוֹמֶר  ל  ק� לְהוּ  ר   R’ Yehudah related his kal  — אָמ�
vachomer argument to [the Rabbis] initially,  ַּרְכוּה  and — וּפ�
they refuted it,[28]  ר לְהוּ קְרָא ר אָמ� הֲד�  and so he then related — ו�
to them his proof from the verse.[29]

 The Gemara now notes an ambiguity in the second Baraisa:

מָּא נָּא ק� יְינוּ תּ� בִּי יְהוּדָה ה�  ’It would appear that the opinion of R — ר�
Yehudah is the same as that of the Tanna Kamma![30] What is 

he adding?

 The Gemara answers:

יְיהוּ אֲבָל אָמְרוּ  The difference there is between them is — אִיכָּא בֵּינ�

the Tanna Kamma’s modifier: ‘‘HOWEVER, THE SAGES SAID [that, 

as a precautionary measure, the local judges should provide the 

husband with an escort of two Torah scholars, lest he cohabit with 

his wife on the way].’’ According to the Tanna Kamma, the Rabbis 

decreed that the husband should have an escort; according to R’ 

Yehudah, they issued no such decree.[31]

therefore he is trusted to refrain from consorting with her.[19]

או דְּל�  Conversely, cohabiting with a sotah, because it is — סוֹטָה 

forbidden only by a negative commandment, ּלאֹ חֲמִירָא לֵיה — is 
not a stringent transgression for him, וְלאֹ מְהֵימָן —  and there-

fore he cannot be trusted to refrain from consorting with her.[20]

 The Gemara notes that a different Baraisa teaches a different 

reason for R’ Yehudah’s opinion:

לָהּ יְיתֵי  מ� וָחוֹמֶר  ל  מִקּ� יְהוּדָה  בִּי   And does R’ Yehudah derive — וְר�
[his ruling], that the sotah’s husband can be trusted, from a kal 
vachomer argument?  ּיְיתֵי לָה בִּי יְהוּדָה מִקְּרָאֵי מ�  Why, he — וְהָא ר�
derives it from the Scriptures,  נְיָא  as was taught in — דְּת�
another Baraisa:  ”כֹּהֵן  Since the — ,,וְהֵבִיא הָאִישׁ אֶת־אִשְׁתּוֹ אֶל־ה�

Torah states,[21] AND THE MAN SHALL BRING HIS WIFE TO THE 

KOHEN (for the sotah ceremony in the Temple), it is evident that

אִשְׁתּוֹ מֵבִיא אֶת  הָאִישׁ  תּוֹרָה   UNDER BIBLICAL LAW THE MAN — מִן ה�

MAY BRING HIS WIFE to the Kohen by himself, without any escort, 

because he is trusted to refrain from cohabiting with her.[22]  אֲבָל 
 HOWEVER, THE SAGES SAID that as a precautionary — אָמְרוּ חֲכָמִים

measure  חֲכָמִים לְמִידֵי  תּ� שְׁנֵי  לוֹ   [THE LOCAL JUDGES] — מוֹסְרִין 

SHOULD PROVIDE FOR HIM an escort of TWO TORAH SCHOLARS,

דֶּרֶךְ בּ� עָלֶיהָ  יָבאֹ   .LEST HE COHABIT WITH HER ON THE WAY — שֶׁמָּא 

This completes the statement of the Tanna Kamma of this second 

Baraisa.  אוֹמֵר יוֹסֵי  בִּי  נֶאֱמָן  :However, R’ YOSE SAYS — ר� עְלָהּ   בּ�
ל וָחוֹמֶר  We derive that [THE SOTAH’S] HUSBAND CAN BE — עָלֶיהָ מִקּ�

TRUSTED not to cohabit with her along the way FROM A KAL 

VACHOMER argument, as follows:  בְּכָרֵת שֶׁהִיא  נִּדָּה  ה   SINCE —וּמ�

in the case of A MENSTRUANT, WHO IS prohibited ON PAIN OF 

KARES,  ָעָלֶיה נֶאֱמָן  עְלָהּ   -HER HUSBAND IS TRUSTED REGARD — בּ�

ING cohabitation with HER,  או  then in the case — סוֹטָה שֶׁהִיא בְּל�

of A SOTAH, WHO IS prohibited only BY A NEGATIVE COMMAND- 

MENT,  לאֹ כָּל שֶׁכֵּן — IS IT NOT ALL THE MORE SO that the husband 

is trusted?!  ֹאָמְרוּ לו — [THE RABBIS] SAID TO [R’ YOSE] in reply:

רְתָּ בְּנִדָּה  ,NO! Your logic is flawed — לאֹ  for WHILE YOU — אִם אָמ�

cogently STATED that the husband is trusted IN [THE CASE OF] A 
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46. The Temple mount was surrounded by a wall that had several 
openings. One of these was situated directly opposite the Nikanor Gate, 
which was the eastern entrance to the main Temple Courtyard. Hence, 
people entering the Temple would first pass through the Eastern Gate 
to the Temple Mount, then walk up further until he reached the Ezras 
Nashim (‘‘Women’s Courtyard’’), pass through that Courtyard to the 
Nikanor Gate, and then enter through the Nikanor Gate to the Ezras 
Yisrael (‘‘Israelites’ Courtyard’’), which was located in the Temple 
proper (Rashi; see Middos 1:3-4; 2:1,5,6). See following note.
 Nikanor was a great man who brought beautiful copper doors from 
Alexandria, Egypt for the Temple gate that was afterward named for 
him. The Gemara (Yoma 38a) relates the miracles that occurred for him 
when he was transporting the doors to Jerusalem (Rashi).

47. After appearing before the Sanhedrin, the sotah was taken down to 
the Eastern Gate, and from there back up to the Nikanor Gate (Rashi; 
cf. Tos. Yom Tov, citing Kaftor VaFerach). The Gemara below (8a) will 
explain why she was moved about in this manner.
 The Nikanor Gate was chosen as the location for administering the 
bitter waters because the Torah writes (Numbers 5:18) that the Kohen 
shall stand the woman ‘‘before God’’ when she drinks the waters. Since 
the Nikanor Gate was the entrance to the main Temple Courtyard [and 
was situated directly opposite the entrance to the Holy of Holies], stand-
ing there qualifies as being ‘‘before God’’ (see Rashi; see below, 8a note 4).
 The sotah did not enter the Temple proper when she drank the wa-
ters; rather, she stood in the space of the Nikanor Gate, which was never 
sanctified [see note 49 below for the reason why it was not] (Rashi). [It 
is not clear why the sotah was not allowed into the sanctified portion of 
the Temple. Some suggest that since her hair was uncovered and her 
bosom bared (see Mishnah further), it was unseemly for her to be there 
(see Minchah Chareivah, who discusses this issue).]

48. [Upon giving birth a woman becomes tamei — for a week following 
the birth of a male and for two weeks following the birth of a female. 
After this period of tumah she immerses in a mikveh and becomes tahor 
(and permissible to her husband). However, she may not eat sacrificial 
meat or enter the Temple Courtyard until she offers her Biblically 
prescribed sacrifice on the forty-first day after the birth of a male, and 
on the eighty-first day after the birth of a female (see Leviticus 12:1 ff.).] 
The Gemara below (8a) will explain that the Mishnah means that it was 
necessary for the woman to stand near the Temple Courtyard when her 
sacrifice was being offered (Rashi). See following note.

49. A metzora is a person who has contracted one of a variety of skin 
afflictions, which all fall into the general category of tzaraas; these af-
flictions render the person tamei. When a metzora feels that his tzaraas 
has healed, he goes to a Kohen for an examination. If the Kohen decides 
that it has, in fact, healed, the purification process commences (see 
Leviticus Ch. 14 for a full description). The process continues for seven 
days, during which time the metzora can still transmit tumah to other 
people and to utensils. On the seventh day he immerses himself in a 
mikveh. Upon nightfall he is tahor, but he may not partake of sacrificial 
meat or enter the Temple Courtyard until the prescribed offerings are 
brought on the following day.
 Now, the service of those offerings involves applying oil and sacrifi-
cial blood on the metzora’s ear, hand and foot. This, however, creates 
a difficulty, since (a) a metzora may not enter the Temple until his 
purification is complete, and (b) the blood could not be taken outside 
to the metzora, because sacrifices that leave the Temple proper become 
disqualified. To resolve this problem the area within the Nikanor Gate 

34. Before allowing the sotah to drink, the court attempts to elicit a 
(truthful) admission of guilt to avoid having God’s Holy Name erased 
in the bitter waters (see Mishnah further). [Once she confesses, she is 
neither given to drink nor punished in any manner (since punishment 
issues from the testimony of two witnesses and never from a confession); 
rather, she is divorced from her husband and forfeits her kesubah.]
 In order to frighten her, the court would describe in detail the terrible 
fate of a sotah who is found guilty by the bitter waters — see Mishnah 
below, 20a (Meiri). [According to some, the court separated the sotah 
from her husband so that she would not be embarrassed to confess her 
adultery (Rambam, Hil. Sotah 3:2, with Mirkeves HaMishneh; see also 
Aruch HaShulchan, Even HaEzer 178:52).]

35. See Mishnah Sanhedrin 37a for details (Rashi). See Tos. Yom Tov; 
cf. Minchas Kenaos.

36. Mesoras HaShas emends this to וְאוֹמְרִים, and so it appears in Mish-
nayos. Our translation follows this emendation.

37. See above, 2a note 19. See Maharsha here.

38. Immaturity typically brings a young person to sin (see Tiferes Tziyon 
to Rashi).

39. It is easier, and more typical, for a neighbor to have incited her to 
sin (Rashi).
 The court mentions these four possible causes (wine, levity etc.) to 
impress upon the sotah that the husband’s suspicion is not farfetched, 
and thus denying her guilt will only accomplish that she will suffer a 
revolting death (see Rashi above ד”ה הרבה ילדות עושה; cf. Tiferes Yisrael).

40. As part of the bitter waters ritual, a Kohen describes the terrible 
fate a guilty sotah suffers after drinking. The Kohen then writes the 
Biblical verses describing this on a piece of parchment, and then erases 
this writing — including God’s Name — in the bitter waters. The sotah 
then drinks this water (Numbers 5:19-24).
 We therefore urge the sotah to confess, to prevent the desecration of 
God’s Holy Name.

41. Bach (see also Rashi) emends this to ּה  should וְאוֹמֵר ,Moreover) .שֶׁאֵינ�
be emended to וְאוֹמְרִים — see above, note 36.) Our translation follows 
these emendations. See Rashash.

42. I.e. they tell her stories about righteous Biblical figures (such as 
Yehudah and Reuven) who sinned and were not ashamed to confess 
their misdeeds (as discussed in the Gemara below, 7b). They then 
admonish the sotah that she, too, should not be ashamed to admit her 
sin. Although she is unworthy of being likened to such righteous people, 
we relate these incidents to her so that she will confess (see Rashi; cf. 
Rambam Commentary).
 The Mishnah also considers the family undeserving because, presum-
ably, their moral character is similar to hers (Tiferes Yisrael; cf. Meiri).

43. She writes for her husband a document stating that she committed 
adultery and has thereby forfeited the right to collect her kesubah 
(marriage contract) award. This receipt protects the husband should she 
later try to claim the kesubah (Rashi).

44. [I.e. the husband divorces her (see Dvar Shaul 12:2-4 at length, and 
see General Introduction, note 1).] However, she is not executed on her 
own admission, even though the warning and seclusion constitute cir-
cumstantial evidence that she did sin, inasmuch as she did not receive 
the required warning prior to committing the act (Rashi, as explained 
by Minchah Chareivah; see there at length; cf. Rashash).

45. I.e. if she maintains her innocence.

 
NOTES

admit her guilt,[34]   ל עֵדֵי נְפָשׁוֹת יְּימִין ע�  just as they intimidate witnesses in capital cases to ensure — כְּדֶרֶךְ שֶׁמְּא�

their truthfulness.[35]  ּוְאוֹמֵר[36] לָה — They say to her:  בִּתִּי — ‘‘My daughter,  יִן עוֹשֶׂה י� רְבֵּה   wine causes — ה�
much impropriety;[37]  רְבֵּה שְׂחוֹק עוֹשֶׂה לְדוּת עוֹשָׂה  ;levity causes much impropriety — ה� רְבֵּה י�  childishness — ה�
causes much impropriety;[38]  שְׁכֵנִים הָרָעִים עוֹשִׂין רְבֵּה   עֲשִׂי  and bad neighbors cause much impropriety.[39] — ה�
ב בִּקְדוּשָּׁה גָּדוֹל שֶׁנִּכְתּ�  Act for the sake of His great Name which is written in holiness and admit your — לִשְׁמוֹ ה�

guilt,  יִם מּ� ל ה� י לְשׁוֹמְעָן  so that It not be erased on the waters.’’[40]  — שֶׁלּאֹ יִמָּחֶה ע�  וְאוֹמֵר לְפָנֶיהָ דְּבָרִים שֶׁאֵינָם[41] כְּד�
— And [they] then relate before her matters that she is not deserving to hear —  ָת בֵּית אָבִיה ח�  — הִיא וְכָל מִשְׁפּ�

neither she nor all her father’s family.[42]  אִם אָמְרָה טְמֵאָה אֲנִי — If in response to all this she said, ‘‘I am defiled,’’
 But if — וְאִם אָמְרָה טְהוֹרָה אֲנִי  she writes a receipt for her kesubah[43] and goes out.[44] — שׁוֹבֶרֶת כְּתוּבָּתָהּ וְיוֹצֵאת
she said, ‘‘I am pure,’’[45]  מִּזְרָח ר ה� ע� עֲלִין אוֹתָהּ לְשׁ� ר נִקָּנוֹר  ,they take her up to the Eastern Gate — מ� ע� ח שׁ� ל פֶּת�  שֶׁע�

—  which was directly opposite the Nikanor Gate,[46]  סּוֹטוֹת שְׁקִין אֶת ה�  since there at the Nikanor Gate — שֶׁשָּׁם מ�

they give suspected sotahs the bitter waters to drink,[47]  יּוֹלְדוֹת הֲרִין אֶת ה�  and there they purify the women — וּמְט�
who have given birth,[48]  מְּצוֹרָעִין הֲרִין אֶת ה� and there they purify the metzoraim.[49]  — וּמְט�
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7b2 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 

CLEAR TO YOU THAT YOU ARE PURE (i.e. innocent),  ל ע�  עִמְדִי 
וּשְׁתִי  then RELY ON YOUR INNOCENCE AND DRINK the — בּוּרְיֵיךְ 
bitter waters.  ׁם יָבֵש מָּרִים דּוֹמִין אֶלָּא לְס� יִם ה�  FOR THE — לְפִי שֶׁאֵין מ�

BITTER WATERS ARE SIMILAR ONLY TO A DRY SALVE  ל ע�  שֶׁמּוּנָח 
י ח� כָּה  .THAT RESTS UPON RAW SKIN — בָּשָׂר  מ� שָׁם  יֵשׁ   IF — אִם 

THERE IS AN open WOUND THERE,  וְיוֹרֵד לְחֵל   [THE SALVE] — מְח�

PENETRATES AND DESCENDS into the wound, thereby healing it. 
כָּה מ� שָׁם   אֵינוֹ  ,And IF THERE IS NO open WOUND THERE — אֵין 
כְּלוּם  IT HAS NO EFFECT WHATSOEVER. So too, the bitter — מוֹעִיל 
waters have an effect only if the woman indeed committed 
adultery; otherwise, they have no detrimental effect whatsoever. 
According to this Baraisa, then, we not only discourage the sotah 
from drinking the bitter waters if she is guilty, but we also 
encourage her to drink them if she is innocent. This conflicts with 
the Mishnah, which teaches only that we discourage the woman 
from drinking the bitter waters.[12] — ? —

The  Gemara answers:
שְׁיָא ק� מְגִילָּה  !This is not difficult — לאֹ  שֶׁנִּמְחֲקָה  קוֹדֶם   — כָּאן 
Here, in our Mishnah, we are speaking of before the scroll was 
erased. We discourage her from drinking the bitter waters in 
order to prevent God’s Name from being erased.[13]  ר ח� לְא�  כָּאן 
 Here, in the Baraisa, we are speaking of after — שֶׁנִּמְחֲקָה מְגִילָהּ
the scroll was erased. We therefore encourage her to drink the 
bitter waters.[14]

The  Mishnah next stated:
וכו’ לְפָנֶיהָ   .AND THEY then RELATE BEFORE HER etc — וְאוֹמֵר 
(matters that she is not deserving to hear — neither she nor all 
her father’s family).

The  Gemara reveals what these ‘‘matters’’ were:

בָּנָן לְפָנֶיהָ דְּבָרִים  :The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa — תָּנוּ ר�  אוֹמֵר 
גָּדָה ה�  ,THEY RELATE BEFORE HER HOMILETIC DICTA — שֶׁל 
הָרִאשׁוֹנִים כְּתוּבִים  בּ� שֶׁאֵירְעוּ  עֲשִׂים   AND INCIDENTS THAT — וּמ�

OCCURRED during the era that is recorded IN THE EARLY WRIT-     

INGS (i.e. the Torah).[15]  ּכִחֲדו וְלאֹ  גִּידוּ  י� ,,אֲשֶׁר־חֲכָמִים   כְּגוֹן 
 FOR EXAMPLE, they relate to her a homiletic exegesis — מֵאֲבוֹתָם”
of the verse:[16] WISE MEN SAY IT; IT WAS NOT WITHHELD FROM THEIR 

FATHERS.  ׁיְהוּדָה הוֹדָה וְלאֹ בּוֹש — This alludes to JUDAH, the son 
of Jacob, who CONFESSED that he had sinned with Tamar AND 

WAS NOT EMBARRASSED to do so.[17]  ֹמֶה הָיָה סוֹפו — WHAT WAS HIS 

END? I.e. what did he merit as a result of his brave confession? 
בָּא ה� הָעוֹלָם  יֵּי  ח� ל   HE INHERITED THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO — נָח�

COME.  ׁבּוֹש וְלאֹ  הוֹדָה   Similarly, REUBEN CONFESSED — רְאוּבֵן 
that he had sinned with Bilhah AND WAS NOT EMBARRASSED to do 
so.[18]  ֹמֶה הָיָה סוֹפו — WHAT WAS HIS END? I.e. what did he merit as 
a result of his confession?  בָּא יֵּי הָעוֹלָם ה� ל ח�  HE INHERITED — נָח�

THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME.  שְּׂכָרָן ה   AND WHAT WAS — וּמ�

THEIR REWARD for confessing their sins?
The  Gemara interrupts the Baraisa to express its astonishment:

ה שְּׂכָרָן מְרִינָן  !?What was their reward?’’ you ask‘‘ — מ�  כִּדְקָא א�
— Why, it is like what you just said, that Yehudah and Reuben 
inherit the life of the World to Come! — ? —

The  Gemara explains the Baraisa’s last question:
זֶּה ה שְּׂכָרָן בָּעוֹלָם ה�  Rather, the Baraisa is asking, ‘‘What — אֶלָּא מ�
is their reward in this world?’’ 

The  Baraisa resumes:
בְּתוֹכָם” זָר  ר  וְלאֹ־עָב� הָאָרֶץ  נִתְּנָה  דָּם  לְב�  Yehudah and — ,,לָהֶם 
Reuben were rewarded with that which is written in the very next 
verse in the Book of Job: TO THEM ALONE THE LAND WAS GIVEN; NO 

STRANGER PASSED AMONG THEM.[19]

12. And could mean that we do so even if she is innocent, to avoid the 
erasure of God’s great Name. [We could encourage her to refuse to 
drink; see Mishnah 20a.] See Tiferes Tziyon; cf. Dvar Shaul 11:4.

13. And the Mishnah could mean that we only discourage her by saying 
that if she is guilty, she should confess and not drink (see Tiferes Tziyon 
and Dvar Shaul ibid.; see, however, Keren Orah).

14. Once the Divine Name has been erased, we encourage her with 
words of comfort to drink the bitter waters if she is truly innocent; for 
if she is fearful and falsely admits her guilt to avoid drinking, she will 
cast aspersions upon herself and her children. To allay her fears, we 
explain that the bitter waters have no ill effect upon an innocent person 
(Rashi).

See Tosafos below, 14b ד”ה אי משום.

15. That is, they related to her incidents that are recorded in the Torah 
(Rashi) [and that are alluded to — through homiletic exposition — in 
later writings]. See further.

16. Job 15:18.

17. The events leading to Judah’s confession are recorded in Genesis Ch. 
38. Briefly, Tamar had married Judah’s firstborn son Er, who died 
childless soon afterward. Tamar was subsequently given in marriage to 
Yehudah’s second son, Onan, in accordance with the practice of yibum 
(see Ramban ad loc.). When Onan too died, Yehudah held back his 
youngest son, Shelah. Eventually, Tamar plotted to have children with 
Judah. Posing as a harlot, she lured Judah into cohabiting with her, and 
she conceived from the union. When Judah was informed of her 
pregnancy, he took this as clear proof that she had engaged in harlotry. 
He therefore sentenced her to death by burning (see Bereishis Rabbah 
85:10, cited by Rashi to Bereishis 38:24, and Ramban ad loc. regarding 
why he pronounced this particular sentence). When Tamar was being 
led to execution, she sent to Judah the articles that he had given her as 
pledges for her harlot’s pay, hoping that he would admit to their liaison 
and reverse her sentence. [She could have saved herself by simply 
stating the truth about the paternity of her fetus, but that would have 
humiliated Judah in public. To avoid doing this, she gave him a hint 
that no one else would understand.] Upon realizing the truth, Judah 
immediately confessed that he was the one who had impregnated 

Tamar [ה מִמֶּנִּי דְק�  she is right; it is from me! (ibid. v. 26)], even though ,צ�
his admission presumably shamed him greatly. [The episode of 
Yehudah and Tamar is elaborated upon in the Gemara below, 10b.]

The verse quoted here, wise men say it; it was not withheld from their 
fathers, alludes to this incident as follows: ‘‘Wise men say it’’ — i.e. 
admit their guilt — ‘‘and do not withhold (their sins) from their 
fathers’’ — even though it causes them much shame (Rashi).

18. The episode is related in Genesis (35:22): And Reuben went, and lay 
with Bilhah, his father’s concubine. Reuben too confessed his misdeed, 
even though it caused him embarrassment, and the Job verse alludes to 
that episode as well. [The Gemara below will discuss how we know that 
Reuben confessed.]

Now, the Rabbis (Shabbos 55b) tell us that the aforementioned verse 
concerning Reuben is not to be understood literally. What actually 
happened was this: After Rachel died, Yaakov removed his bed from her 
tent and placed it in the tent of Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant, thus 
bypassing Leah, Reuben’s mother. Reuben felt that his mother had 
been slighted, and impetuously moved his father’s bed. Reuben’s lofty 
degree of righteousness was such that even so minor a misdeed could be 
equated to an act of adultery committed by a lesser person. However, 
both Rambam (Hil. Sotah 3:2) and Smag write that when relating this 
incident to a sotah, the court gives the impression that Reuben actually 
cohabited with Bilhah. Rama (responsa §11) explains that a literal 
account will have a greater impact on the sotah, and so she will be more 
disposed to admit her guilt and the Divine Name will not be erased (see 
there).

19. Job 15:19. I.e. each merited a unique privilege in Eretz Yisrael. 
Yehudah acquired the monarchy [see Genesis 49:10 and Tosefta Berachos 
4:16], and Reuben was the first of the tribes to receive its allotted portion 
in the Land, in Transjordan [see Numbers Ch. 32] (Rashi).

The conclusion of the verse (no stranger passed among them) also 
alludes to the fact that these two tribes received their blessings from 
Moses successively (in Deuteronomy 33:6-7), so that ‘‘no stranger’’— 
i.e. other tribe — received a blessing in between their blessings (Rashi, 
from Midrash R’ Tanchuma [Hakadum V’Hayashan to Parashas 
Vayeishev, p. 77 in the Eshkol ed.]). See also Rashi to Deuteronomy 
33:7, with Maskil LeDavid ad loc., cited by Yalkut Yeshayahu.

NOTES 
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 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 8a2

The  Gemara examines the first opinion:
,,אֹתָהּ” הָכְתִיב  מָּא  נָּא ק�  And the Tanna Kamma — why, it is — וְת�
surely written her, as R’ Yehudah states. Why does he resort to a 
different reason for this ruling?[13]

The  Gemara answers:
בִּי שִׁמְעוֹן הִיא מָא ר� נָּא ק�  The Tanna Kamma of this Baraisa is — תּ�
none other than R’ Shimon,  ם דִּקְרָא ע�  who expounds — דְּדָרִישׁ ט�
the rationale of Scripture to define the limits of its law.[14]  ה  וּמ�
ר ם קָאָמ� ע�  And he is thus saying his statement in the style of — טּ�
‘‘What is the reason?’’ as follows:  ּדָּה ם ,,אֹתָהּ” לְב� ע� ה טּ�  What — מ�
is the reason that the Torah states her and requires that she 
be given to drink by herself?  ּחֲבֶירְתָּה יְהֵא לִבָּהּ גָּס בּ�  — כְּדֵי שֶׁלּאֹ 
It is so that her heart should not be emboldened by her 
fellow. R’ Yehudah, however, maintains that we cannot assume 
the law is based on this rationale, but must treat it as a Scriptural 
decree.

The  Gemara asks:
יְיהוּ אי בֵּינ�  What is the practical difference between them (the — מ�
Tanna Kamma and R’ Yehudah)?[15]

The  Gemara answers:
יְיהוּ רוֹתֶתֶת     -There is difference between them regard — אִיכָּא בֵּינ�
ing a woman who is trembling out of fear but who maintains her 
innocence all the same. The Tanna Kamma would permit admin-    
istering her the waters together with another sotah, since there is 
no concern that she will become overly confident. R’ Yehudah, 

however, would forbid it even in this case, since we have no license 
to set guidelines for the Scriptural law on the basis of our rationale 
for it.[16]

The  Gemara wonders how this can ever be permitted even 
according to the Tanna Kamma’s reasoning:
שְׁקִין מ� מִי   But can we give a trembling woman to — וְרוֹתֶתֶת 
drink together with another woman?  ֹמִצְות עוֹשִׂין  אֵין   וְהָא 
חֲבִילוֹת  Why, there is a principle that we do not — חֲבִילוֹת 
perform mitzvos in bundles![17]  [נְיָא [דְּת�  For it was — (דתנן) 
taught in a Baraisa:[18]  ת ח� כְּא� סוֹטוֹת  שְׁתֵּי  שְׁקִין  מ�  WE — אֵין 

MAY NOT GIVE TO DRINK TO TWO SOTAHS AT ONCE,  הֲרִין מְט�  וְאֵין 
ת ח� כְּא� מְצוֹרָעִין   NOR MAY WE PURIFY TWO METZORAIM — שְׁנֵי 

AT ONCE,[19]  ת ח� כְּא� עֲבָדִים  שְׁנֵי  רוֹצְעִין   NOR MAY WE BORE — וְאֵין 
the ears of TWO SLAVES AT ONCE,[20]  עֲגָלוֹת שְׁתֵּי  עוֹרְפִין   וְאֵין 
ת ח�  NOR MAY WE DECAPITATE TWO CALVES AT ONCE,[21] — כְּא�
חֲבִילוֹת חֲבִילוֹת  מִצְותֹ  עוֹשִׂין  שֶׁאֵין   BECAUSE WE MAY NOT — לְפִי 

PERFORM MITZVOS IN BUNDLES. This consideration applies 
under all circumstances — even where the sotah is trembling in 
fear.[22] — ? —

The  Gemara answers:
יֵּי בּ� ר א� הֲנָא  ,Abaye said — אָמ� ב כּ�  and some say it — וְאִיתֵימָא ר�
was Rav Kahana who said:  שְׁיָא  .There is no difficulty — לאֹ ק�
 Here, in the latter Baraisa, we are dealing with — כָּאן בְּכֹהֵן אֶחָד
administration of the waters by a single Kohen. Were he to give 
two sotahs to drink at once, he would be performing mitzvos in 

and he shall give ‘‘her’’ to drink the waters. The word ּה  written ,וְהִשְׁק�
with a mapik hei, is a contraction of — and thus equivalent to — ה  וְהִשְׁק�
הּ  Yet another version, appearing in Tosefta 1:4, cites .(see Ran there) אוֹת�
the verse (Numbers 5:16): כֹּהֵן הּ ה�  ’’The Kohen shall bring ‘‘her ,וְהִקְרִיב אֹת�
near. [For a discussion concerning the various versions, see Gilyon 
HaShas. See also Maharsha and Mitzpeh Eisan.]
13. [According to the Tanna Kamma’s reason, the rule against giving 
two sotahs to drink together would seem to be a mere Rabbinic 
injunction, but R’ Yehudah has demonstrated a clear Scriptural source!]
14. The Gemara refers to a dispute between R’ Shimon and the Sages 
found in Bava Metzia (115a) concerning the prohibition, stated in 
(Deuteronomy 24:17), You shall not take as a security the garment of a 
widow. The Torah thus restricts a lender from exacting an item as 
security from a widow. The Sages maintain that this prohibition applies 
to all widows regardless of their financial condition, whereas R’ Shimon 
asserts that this prohibition applies only when the debtor is a poor 
widow and not when she is a wealthy one. For R’ Shimon surmises that 
the basis of this prohibition is as follows: A lender is obligated to return 
a security each day should the debtor need it (ibid. v. 13; see Bava Metzia 
114b). If a lender would take security from a widow and the widow 
requires that item, he would be forced to frequent the widow’s house on 
a regular basis to return the item. However, when people observe the 
lender’s constant comings and goings, they will suspect that the widow 
is engaging in an inappropriate relationship with him. The Torah 
therefore forbade one from taking a security from a widow in the first 
place. This reasoning, however, applies only in the case of a poor widow, 
to whom one must return a security each day, but not to a wealthy 
widow, who [presumably] does not need the security. R’ Shimon, 
therefore, rules that the prohibition not to exact security from a widow 
does not apply in the case of a wealthy widow (Rashi here and to 
Sanhedrin 21a).

Underlying R’ Shimon’s argument is the position that the limits of 
the Torah’s laws can be determined by examining their logical basis; the 
scope of a mitzvah can be defined by examining its rationale. The Sages 
reject this premise and maintain that we have no right to expound the 
rationale of the mitzvos in order to define the limits of the law.
15. I.e. what difference is there whether we assume the Tanna Kamma’s 
(i.e. R’ Shimon’s) reasoning as the logical basis for the law, or whether 
we accept R’ Yehudah’s position that the law is treated as a Scriptural 
decree without any qualifying reason? (Rashi).
16. Rashi. [Rashi implies that it is sufficient for one of the sotahs to be 
trembling, as indicated by the singular form of the word רוֹתֶתֶת, a 
trembling woman. The reason would seem to be that her obvious fear 

eliminates not only the concern that she will become overconfident, but 
also the concern that her fellow will become emboldened by watching 
her (Hagahos Radal, Dvar Shaul 14:3). However, Tos. HaRosh objects 
to Rashi’s explanation and emends the text to read רוֹתְתוֹת, trembling 
women, in the plural form.]
17. That is, although there is no concern for arrogance, we must conform 
to the dictum that multiple mitzvos may not be performed at once. The 
reason for this principle is that doing two mitzvos at once can create the 
impression that we are seeking to absolve our obligations quickly by 
bundling them together (Rashi; cf. Tosafos to Moed Katan 8b לפי  ,ד”ה 
who explain the reason as being that we must focus our full attention on 
each mitzvah separately).
18. The emendation follows Mesoras HaShas.
19. The reference is to the final step of the metzora’s purification, when 
he brings his offerings to the Nikanor Gate and a Kohen applies oil and 
the blood of his offering to his ear, thumb and toe (see 7a note 49). This 
ritual may not be done to two metzoraim at one time. See Tiferes Yisrael, 
Boaz, Negaim Ch. 3 §2.
20. A Hebrew slave ordinarily works for a six-year term, after which he 
goes free. Should he wish to remain with his master beyond the 
conclusion of the six-year term, he can, under certain circumstances, 
extend his service with the consent of his master until the arrival of the 
Yovel year (see Exodus 21:5-6 and Deuteronomy 15:16-17). The ritual 
that effects this condition is known as ה  retziah (literally: boring or ,רְצִיע�
piercing). In it, the master pierces the servant’s ear with an awl or the 
like, against a door, in the presence of three judges. This may not be done 
with two slaves at once.
21. The Torah (Deuteronomy 21:1-9; see below, Ch. 9) commands that if 
a murdered corpse is found and it is not known who killed him, the 
elders of the town nearest to the corpse bring a calf to an untilled valley, 
decapitate it there from the back of its neck, wash their hands over it and 
then make a statement denying responsibility for the murder. This calf 
is commonly referred to as the eglah arufah (decapitated calf). If it 
happened that there was a need to process two eglah arufahs, the court 
may not do both at the same time.
22. Tosafos object to the question: The principle that mitzvos may not be 
performed in bundles is merely a Rabbinic innovation, whereas the 
Tanna Kamma and R’ Yehudah argue in regard to the interpretation of 
Scripture! Toras HaKenaos explains that the Gemara’s question relates 
to the previous implication that on the practical level R’ Shimon would 
permit giving two sotahs to drink together if one is trembling in fear. Cf. 
Mitzpeh Eisan.

NOTES 



Leviticus loc. cit.). However, this derivation does not prohibit us from 
stoning a woman who is disrobed; it merely exempts a woman from the 
disrobing requirement. Accordingly, it would seem that we, in any case, 
should direct the woman to disrobe to ensure that she dies quickly and 
with a minimum of pain. [As we will see below (8b), the court is 
instructed to execute the condemned in the mildest feasible manner.] 
The Sages, however, rule that a woman must be clothed when she is 
executed. Evidently, then, they were concerned that men observing the 
execution would become aroused if her body was exposed (Rashi to 
Sanhedrin 45a להרהורא  cf. Tosafos here), and that consideration ;ד”ה 
overrides the precept to minimize her pain (see Maharsha to 8b).

33. R’ Yehudah’s position is predicated on the view that although 
Scripture mentions the disrobing requirement in the context of a male, 
it does not mean to exclude a female from this requirement. Rather, 
based on the general principle that מִיתוֹת לְכֹל  לְאִישׁ  ה  אִשּׁ� תוּב  כּ� ה� ה   הִשְׁו�
ה תּוֹר�  Scripture equates women to men with respect to all methods of ,שֶׁבּ�
execution mentioned in the Torah, we deduce that it applies equally to a 
female (see Sanhedrin ibid. with Rashi; cf. Tosafos to Bava Kamma 15a 
 The Gemara takes this as an indication that R’ Yehudah .(ד”ה לכל מיתות
is not concerned for the possibility of lewd thoughts. Had lewd thoughts 
been a factor for R’ Yehudah, he presumably would have interpreted the 
verse’s requirement of disrobing as applying only to a man. Although the 
Torah generally equates the methods of execution applied to men and 
women, the particular requirement of disrobing would have been seen as 
an exception to this rule (Dvar Shaul 15:6; see Aruch LaNer, Sanhedrin 
45a; see also Rashash to Tosafos ד”ה האיש).

34. I.e. she will survive the ordeal of the bitter waters and leave the 
Temple grounds alive (Rashi).

35. Rabbah speaks of the youthful Kohanim [not because others are 
immune to arousal, but] because it was predominantly the Kohanim 
who stayed on the Temple grounds and who were thus likely to witness 
the sotah ritual (Rashi).

36. [See Mesoras HaShas. R’ Yehudah allows the concern for lewd 
thoughts to be a factor in the method of performing a legal procedure 

23. Similarly [in the case of metzoraim, the Baraisa refers to their 
purification by a single Kohen, and] in the case of slaves, it refers to a 
single master bringing them before a single court (Rashi, Meiri; cf. 
Tosafos ד”ה כאן with Maharsha, Rashash and Hagahos Radal; see also 
Minchas HaKenaos and Kerem Nota).

24. The elucidation follows Rashi. Cf. Magen Avraham 147:11.

25. Numbers 5:18.

26. Since it could have written, ּה ע אֶת־רֹאשׁ� ר�  ,he shall uncover her head ,וּפ�
and it adds the woman, it implies that her body must be exposed as well.

27. [If we go as far as to expose her bosom, it is obvious that we do not 
leave her head covered!]

28. The specific mention of her head teaches that an added degree of 
‘‘uncovering’’ is required for her head: Besides removing any head-
covering, the Kohen undoes her braids (Rashi).

29. We have translated the word פֶּרֶק as a small piece of material, as it is 
rendered by Rashi here. Alternatively, it could mean a small part of his 
body (see Rashi to Sanhedrin 45a). In either case, the idea is that the 
genital area of the prisoner is covered when his clothes are removed 
prior to the stoning.

30. Since a woman’s genital area is visible even from behind, a second 
piece of material must be attached to cover her in back as well (Rashi; 
see Hagahos Radal).

31. That is, only a man is stripped naked — save for a patch of clothing 
covering his genitals — before he is stoned; a woman is stoned while 
clothed (Meiri; Rambam, Hil. Sanhedrin 15:1).

32. The requirement that the condemned be naked when stoned is 
Scriptural, as derived from the verse (Leviticus 24:14), ֹגְמוּ אֹתו  and they ,וְר�
shall stone ‘‘him,’’ which implies that only the person ‘‘himself’’ is to be 
stoned — he is not to be stoned with any clothes on. Since the Torah 
mentions this in the context of a male and not a female, the Sages infer 
that a male must be naked when he is stoned, but a woman may be 
clothed (Gemara Sanhedrin 45b and below, 23b; see Rashi to 23b ד”ה 
 and see further, Yad Ramah to Sanhedrin ibid. and Malbim to ,ורגמו אותו
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are not concerned about this possibility?  ּן לְהו מְעִינ�  וְהָא אִיפְּכָא שׁ�
— But in another Baraisa, we heard [these] Tannaim take the 

very opposite views!  נְיָא  ,For it was taught in a Baraisa — דְּת�
regarding the procedure for carrying out execution by stoning:

סִּין אוֹתוֹ פֶּרֶק אֶחָד מִלְּפָנָיו  If the condemned person is A — הָאִישׁ מְכ�

MAN, THEY remove his clothing and COVER his genitals IN FRONT 

with A SMALL PIECE OF MATERIAL.[29]  אֶחָד פְּרָקִים  שְׁנֵי   וְהָאִשָּׁה 
חֲרֶיהָ  AND if the condemned is A WOMAN, they — מִלְּפָנֶיהָ וְאֶחָד מִלְּא�

remove her clothing and cover her with TWO PIECES OF MATERIAL, 

ONE IN FRONT AND ONE IN BACK,  עֶרְוָה שֶׁכּוּלָּהּ   BECAUSE — מִפְּנֵי 

ALL OF HER IS NAKEDNESS.[30]  יְהוּדָה בִּי  ר�  These are THE — דִּבְרֵי 

WORDS OF R’ YEHUDAH.  אוֹמְרִים חֲכָמִים  BUT THE SAGES — ו�

SAY:  עָרוֹם נִסְקָל  ,Only A MAN IS STONED UNCLOTHED — הָאִישׁ 

עֲרוּמָּה נִסְקֶלֶת  הָאִשָּׁה   -BUT A WOMAN IS NOT STONED UN — וְאֵין 

CLOTHED.[31] Here, the Sages prohibit the disrobing of a woman 

because they are concerned that this might evoke lewd thoughts 

in the minds of those witnessing the execution.[32] R’ Yehudah, on 

the other hand, who rules that she must be disrobed, is not 

concerned for this eventuality.[33] This stands in contradiction to 

the positions taken by these Tannaim as to whether the bosom of 

a comely sotah should be bared! — ? —
 The Gemara answers:

בָּה ר ר� אי  :Rabbah said — אָמ� עְמָא מ�  Here, in the case of — הָכָא ט�

a sotah, what is the reason that R’ Yehudah does not permit the 

baring of a comely sotah?  כָּאִית ז� דִּין  מִבֵּית  תֵּצֵא   He is — שֶׁמָּא 

concerned that perhaps she will leave the court having been 

found innocent,[34]  פִּרְחֵי כְּהוּנָּה  and the youthful — וְיִתְגָּרוּ בָּהּ 
Kohanim who were present will become aroused through see- 

ing her and will pursue her afterwards.[35]  לְּקָא  — הָתָם הָא מִסְתּ�

But there, in the case of stoning, [the woman] has perished after 

being exposed, and thus, there is no fear that the bystanders will 

later act immorally with her.[36]

bundles.[23]  כָּאן בִּשְׁנֵי כֹּהֲנִים — But here, in our explanation of the 

Tanna Kamma of the first Baraisa, we are dealing with adminis- 

tration of the waters by two Kohanim. The consideration of 

performing mitzvos in bundles does not apply to this case, and as 

such, the Tanna Kamma maintains that two sotahs may be given 

to drink at once if one of them is trembling with fear.[24]

 The Mishnah stated:

בִּבְגָדֶיהָ כֹּהֵן אוֹחֵז   -A KOHEN then GRABS HOLD OF HER CLOTH — וְה�

ING. If they are torn, they are torn; if they are shredded, they are 

shredded; and he rips them until he uncovers her bosom; and he 

then undoes her hair.

 The Gemara cites the source of this ruling:

בָּנָן ר� אֶת־רֹאשׁ  :The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa — תָּנוּ  ע   ,,וּפָר�
 Scripture states: HE SHALL UNCOVER THE HEAD OF THE — הָאִשָּׁה”

WOMAN.[25]  ּרֹאשָׁה אֶלָּא  לִי   From a simple reading of this — אֵין 

verse, I KNOW ONLY that HER HEAD must be uncovered.  יִן  גּוּפָהּ מִנּ�

— FROM WHERE do we derive that HER BODY must also be bared?

,,הָאִשָּׁה” ר  לוֹמ� לְמוּד   THE TORAH therefore STATES in that — תּ�

verse: THE WOMAN.[26]  ּע אֶת רֹאשָׁה ר וּפָר� לְמוּד לוֹמ� ה תּ�  IF — אִם כֵּן מ�

SO, that even her body is bared, WHY MUST THE TORAH STATE that 

HE SHALL UNCOVER HER HEAD?[27]  ּכֹּהֵן סוֹתֵר אֶת שְׂעָרָה מֵּד שֶׁה�  — מְל�

THIS TEACHES THAT THE KOHEN UNBRAIDS HER HAIR.[28]

 The Mishnah stated further:

יְהוּדָה אוֹמֵר בִּי  וכו’  :R’ YEHUDAH SAYS — ר� לִבָּהּ  הָיָה   IF HER — אִם 

BOSOM WAS COMELY etc. [he would not uncover it; and if her hair 

was beautiful, he would not unbraid it].
 The Gemara analyzes the dispute between R’ Yehudah and the 

Sages:

לְהִרְהוּרָא חָיֵישׁ  יְהוּדָה  בִּי  דְּר�  ’Is this to say that R — לְמֵימְרָא 
Yehudah is concerned about evoking lewd thoughts in the 

minds of the bystanders  יְישֵׁי בָּנָן לאֹ ח�  whereas the Rabbis — וְר�
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25. The snake venom kills him by ‘‘burning’’ him internally (Rashi).

26. Such a person dies either at the hand of bandits, who kill their 
victims with a sword, or at the hands of the authorities, who execute by 
beheading (see Rashi here and to Sanhedrin 37b ד”ה ליסטין באין עליו).

27. Rashi, as rendered by Targum HaLaaz. This disease can so 
constrict the throat that the person cannot breathe, and death by 
suffocation is the result.

28. [The parallel Gemara in Sanhedrin (100a) records the Tanna as R’ 
Meir. This is also apparent from our Gemara’s reference below (15b) to 
this Baraisa (see Gilyon HaShas).]

29. Isaiah 27:8. When it is necessary to punish Israel (‘‘to send her 
away’’), God will do so (‘‘contend with her’’) in the measure through 
which Israel sinned [ה אסְּא ה derives from בְּס�  -se’ah, a dry measure ,סְא
ment] (Rashi).

30. A se’ah is equivalent to the volume of one hundred and forty-four 
eggs.

31. A tarkav is half a se’ah, or three kavs. The word tarkav is a 
compound word comprised of the words trei and kav, interpreted as 
‘‘two (kavs) plus a kav’’ (Rashi).

32. These are small measures, mentioned in Bava Basra 90a (Rashi; see 
Rashbam there). See also above, 5a.

33. Isaiah 9:4. [This translation follows the exposition; see commenta- 
tors there for the literal translation.] The superfluous phrase ל  for ,כִּי כ
every, includes even smaller indiscretions (Maharsha; see there for an 
alternative; cf. HaMagiah in Ein Yaakov).

34. Even though a person is not punished the first or second time he 
transgressed, this does not mean that his actions are ignored. Rather, 
they are all added to the reckoning, until they reach the level for 
punishment (Rashi).
 This refers to small sins. Such a sin is referred to as a perutah, 
because a perutah is the smallest denomination of coin, and the 
minimum amount that is considered money. Similarly, these actions 
are the smallest actions that can be considered a sin at all (Ben 
Yehoyada).

35. Ecclesiastes 7:27.

20. The Torah prescribes four different methods of execution for 
different capital offenses: stoning, burning, beheading and strangula- 
tion (see Mishnah, Sanhedrin 49b). The courts, though, can no longer 
impose capital punishment on anyone because the Gemara (Sanhedrin 
41a) states that no Sanhedrin can sentence a person to death unless the 
Great Sanhedrin is functioning in the Chamber of Hewn Stone in the 
Temple.

21. Those who violate the law will be punished in a measure similar to 
the form of death to which they are liable (Rashi). [This is further 
application of the measure-for-measure principle: Not only does it apply 
to the type of transgression that the person committed, but it can also 
apply to the type of punishment to which one is liable (see Sichos 
Mussar ibid.).]
 [Rav Yosef states this here to warn women against adultery, because 
even though the sotah test is no longer given, an adulteress will 
nevertheless suffer a similar fate (Iyun Yaakov).]

22. How, then, can Rav Yosef and the Baraisa state that capital 
punishment remains in effect after the destruction of the Temple?

23. I.e. although a Sanhedrin could no longer sentence a guilty person 
to the capital punishment prescribed for his crime, God nevertheless 
punishes him by having him killed in a similar way (Rashi). [See 
Tosafos to Kesubos 30a and Sanhedrin 37b for why there seem to be 
exceptions to this principle.]
 Tosafos note that this principle had application even when the Great 
Sanhedrin was functioning in the Temple and the courts were author-
ized to carry out capital punishment. For example, in cases where there 
were no witnesses who could testify to having witnessed the crime, the 
court could not execute the accused; he would nevertheless (if guilty) be 
subject to a similar death at the hands of Heaven.
 The Gemara now describes the type of death that awaits a person 
liable to each of the four types of capital punishment.

24. In execution by stoning, the convict is first thrown from an eleva-
tion to the ground below. [Only if he survives this fall are stones actual-
ly thrown at him — see Mishnah, Sanhedrin 45a.] In the post-Temple 
era, Divine Providence brings about an analogous punishment by 
causing the one deserving of stoning to be killed by falling off a roof or 
by being clawed and thrown to the ground by a wild animal (see Rashi).

 
NOTES

and one who is deserving of death by strangulation  אוֹ טוֹבֵע� 
בִּסְרוֹנְכִּי מֵת  אוֹ   either drowns in a river or dies of — בְּנָהָר 
quinsy.[27]

 The Gemara elaborates further on the theme of measure-for-

measure punishments:

נְיָא אוֹמֵר  :It was taught in a Baraisa — תּ� בִּי  ר�  REBBI — הָיָה 

USED TO SAY:[28]  ֹלו מוֹדְדִין  בָּהּ  מוֹדֵד  שֶׁאָדָם  שֶׁבְּמִדָּה  יִן   FROM — מִנּ�

WHERE do we know that WITH THE MEASURE THAT A MAN 

MEASURES his actions, WITH IT THEY (the Heavenly tribunal) 

MEASURE FOR HIM in return?  ”לְּחָהּ תְּרִיבֶנָּה אסְּאָה בְּשׁ� ר ,,בְּס�  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�

— FOR IT IS STATED: WITH A PRECISE MEASURE YOU SHALL CON- 

TEND WITH HER WHEN YOU SEND HER AWAY.[29]  אֵין לִי אֶלָּא סְאָה — 

From this verse, I HAVE a source ONLY for a substantial sin, 

represented by A SE’AH.[30]  ב רְק� חֲצִי תּ� ב ו� רְק� בּוֹת תּ� יִן לְר�  FROM — מִנּ�

WHERE do I know TO INCLUDE smaller infractions, represented by 

A TARKAV[31] AND HALF A TARKAV,  ב חֲצִי ק� ב ו�  A KAV AND A HALF — ק�

A KAV,  ע חֲצִי רוֹב� ו� ע   A ROVA (quarter of a kav) AND HALF A — רוֹב�

ROVA?  יִן  And FROM WHERE do I know about yet — תּוֹמֶן וְעוּכְלָא מִנּ�

smaller infractions, represented by A TOMEN AND AN UCHLA?[32] 

שׁ” ע� בְּר� סֹאֵן  כָל־סְאוֹן  ,,כִּי  ר  לוֹמ� לְמוּד   therefore [SCRIPTURE] — תּ�

STATES: FOR EVERY MEASURE IS MEASURED WITH NOISE.[33]  יִן  וּמִנּ�
גָּדוֹל לְחֶשְׁבּוֹן  מִצְטָרֶפֶת  וּפְרוּטָה  פְּרוּטָה   AND FROM WHERE do — שֶׁכָּל 

we know that EACH AND EVERY PERUTAH ADDS UP TO A GREAT 

AMOUNT?[34]  ”חֶשְׁבּוֹן לִמְצֹא  ת  ח� לְא� ת  ח� ,,א� ר  לוֹמ� לְמוּד   For [THE — תּ�

VERSE] STATES:[35] [ADDING] ONE TO ANOTHER TO DETERMINE THE 

AMOUNT.

 The Baraisa explains how this principle applies to a sotah:

 שֶׁבְּמִדָּה שֶׁמָּדְדָה  ,AND SO WE FIND WITH A SOTAH — וְכֵן מָצִינוּ בְּסוֹטָה

— THAT WITH THE MEASURE THROUGH WHICH SHE MEASURED

Gemara The Gemara elaborates on the principle of mea-

sure for measure:

ב יוֹסֵף ר ר� ב דְּמִדָּה בְּטֵילָה  :Rav Yosef said — אָמ� ל גּ� ף ע�  Even — א�
though the exact measure of the four types of court-imposed 

capital punishment have ceased to exist,[20]  בָּטֵיל לאֹ   — בְּמִדָּה 

the ‘‘according to the measure’’ mentioned by our Mishnah has 
not ceased.[21]

 The Gemara cites another place where this idea is found:

ב יוֹסֵף ר ר� בִּי חִיָּיא  ,For Rav Yosef said — דְּאָמ�  and so — וְכֵן תָּנֵי ר�
too did R’ Chiya teach a Baraisa that states:  ב בֵּית  מִיּוֹם שֶׁחָר�
מִּקְדָּשׁ ף  ,FROM THE DAY THAT THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED — ה�  א�
נְהֶדְרֵי ס� שֶׁבָּטְלָה  פִּי  ל   EVEN THOUGH THE Great SANHEDRIN — ע�

CEASED to function in its traditional place in the Temple,  ע רְבּ�  א�
.THE FOUR types of EXECUTIONS HAVE NOT CEASED — מִיתוֹת לאֹ בָּטְלוּ

 The Gemara objects:

 But surely they have ceased, as the Great Sanhedrin — וְהָא בָּטְלוּ

no longer sits in the Temple![22] — ? —
 The Gemara explains:

ע מִיתוֹת לאֹ בָּטְלוּ רְבּ�  Rather, the Baraisa means that — אֶלָּא דִּין א�

even though the court can no longer impose capital punishment, 

the equivalent Divine punishment of the four types of execu- 
tions has not ceased, as follows:[23]  סְקִילָה יֵּיב  שֶׁנִּתְח�  One — מִי 
who is deserving of death by stoning  יָּה ח� אוֹ  גָּג  ה� מִן  נוֹפֵל   אוֹ 
סְתּוֹ  either falls from a roof or is trampled by a wild — דּוֹר�
beast;[24] יֵּיב שְׂרֵיפָה  one who is deserving of death by — מִי שֶׁנִּתְח�

burning  ֹכִּישׁו  either falls into a fire — אוֹ נוֹפֵל בִּדְלֵיקָה אוֹ נָחָשׁ מ�
or is bitten by a snake;[25]  יֵּיב הֲרִיגָה -one who is de — מִי שֶׁנִּתְח�
serving of death by beheading  לְכוּת אוֹ לִיסְטִין בָּאִין מּ�  אוֹ נִמְסָר ל�
 is either handed over to the authorities to be killed, or — עָלָיו
bandits come upon him and kill him;[26]  חֲנִיקָה יֵּיב  שֶׁנִּתְח�  — מִי 

8b3 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 
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that all the nations were integrated, but not that the Egyptians no 
longer exist. Thus, according to both Minyamin and R’ Akiva, there 
are still Egyptians somewhere in the world (see Tosafos). See Minchah 
Chareivah for a wide-ranging discussion of this matter.]

24. Malachi 3:6.

25. The term נִיתִי .repetition ,מִשְׁנֶה is expounded as a form of שׁ�

26. According to Ameimar it was this verse that inspired Rav Chinana 
bar Pappa’s statement that God does not punish a nation until it is 
fit to be completely destroyed. Tosafos notes that the Gemara’s objec-
tion would apply to this version, too, for we see from the three cups 
mentioned by Pharaoh’s butler that Egypt seemingly survived the first 
major punishment. The answer given above, however, would not apply 
here since in this version the verse clearly refers to the ‘‘sons of Jacob’’ 
and not to a king. See Maharsha for a possible solution.

27. Deuteronomy 32:23.

28. That is, God’s punishment of the nation of Israel will end without 
destroying the nation (Rashi).
 [The literal translation of the verse can also be understood this way: 
Just as God does not change, so too the existence of the Jews will not 
be changed (Meiri).]

29. That is, God allows a wicked person to carry out all his desires in 
this world, before He punishes him in the World to Come (Rashi, as 
understood by Maharsha; see next note).

30. Job 20:22. This applies only to evil people [as evident from the context 
of the verse]; God does not bother punishing them until they are deserv-
ing of an eternal punishment. But concerning the righteous the opposite 
is true: God punishes them immediately in this world, in order that they 
receive full reward in the World to Come (Meiri; see also Maharsha).
 Meiri adds that this is the reasoning behind the previous Gemara, 
which distinguished between Israel and the other nations: God does 
not punish evil nations immediately, but rather waits until they deserve 
total destruction. However, He punishes Israel a little at a time, in order 
that they never become deserving of complete destruction.

31. Psalms 33:1.

32. That is, the upright shall praise God for the structures that they 
erect (Rashi).

21. I.e. they died and drowned during the Exodus from Egypt. [Pharaoh’s 
army that chased after the Israelites drowned in the Sea of Reeds, and 
those Egyptians who remained in Egypt were smitten by God and died 
at the very same time (Beur HaGra, Even HaEzer 4:18; based on Rashi 
to Exodus 14:25).]

22. That is, Minyamin himself converted. The Torah permits only third-
generation Egyptian converts to marry an ordinary Jew (see Deuter-
onomy 23:8-9). Minyamin applied this law to his own situation (Rashi).

23. [The son’s son will be a third-generation Egyptian, who is permitted 
to marry into the congregation of Israel.] Minyamin’s son was a second-
generation Egyptian, i.e. the son of an Egyptian convert. If he marries 
a first-generation Egyptian convert, his children are second-generation 
Egyptians on their mother’s side, and would therefore be forbidden to 
marry into the congregation. As the Gemara (Yevamos 78a) teaches, 
the offspring of those prohibited to enter the congregation are classified 
according to the greater disqualification among their parents. [E.g. if a 
second-generation Egyptian male marries a first-generation Egyptian 
female, the children are classified as second-generation Egyptians in 
accordance with their maternal lineage, rather than third-generation 
Egyptians in accordance with their paternal lineage.] Based on this 
statement, we see that the original Egyptian nation did not die out com-
pletely, and even those living in Egypt in Tannaic times were descendants 
of the original Egyptians, whom Jews are prohibited to marry (Rashi; see 
Iyei HaYam, cited by Chidushei Geonim in Ein Yaakov).
 [Rashi cites Tosefta, which records R’ Akiva’s disagreement with 
his student Minyamin’s statement. According to R’ Akiva, Minyamin 
himself was permitted to marry an ordinary Jew. This is so because 
back in the days of the First Temple, Sancheirev, king of Assyria, had 
conquered much of the populated world, exiling nations and resettling 
them in other lands. Based on this fact, the Gemara in Berachos (28a) 
permits the marriage of an Ammonite convert to an ordinary Jewess, 
under the assumption that the convert was not a descendant of the Am-
monite nation forbidden to the congregation of Israel. Thus, even though 
Minyamin was born in the land of Egypt, that did not necessarily mean 
that he was a descendant of the Egyptian nation, whose converts are 
prohibited until the third generation. Our Gemara nevertheless asks 
a legitimate question from Minyamin’s case. For R’ Akiva argued only 

 
NOTES

הָא ר פָּפָּא א� ב חִינָנָא בּ� תְנֵי לְהָא דְּר� ר מ�  Ameimar taught that — אֲמֵימ�
statement of Rav Chinana bar Pappa regarding this following 

verse:  אי דִּכְתִיב What is meant by that which is written:[24] — מ�

כְלִיתֶם” לאֹ  עֲקֹב  בְּנֵי־י� תֶּם  וְא� שָׁנִיתִי  לאֹ  ה’  אֲנִי   ,For I, Hashem — ,,כִּי 
have not changed, and you, the sons of Jacob, you have not per-
ished.  ”שָׁנִיתִי לאֹ  ה’   ,The first phrase is interpreted: I — ,,אֲנִי 
Hashem, have not ‘‘repeated,’’[25] meaning that לאֹ הִכֵּיתִי לְאוּמָּה 
לָהּ I did not strike a nation and strike it again.[26] — וְשָׁנִיתִי 

עֲקֹב לאֹ כְלִיתֶם” תֶּם בְּנֵי־י�  And when the verse concludes: and — ,,וְא�
you, the sons of Jacob, you have not perished, it refers to  ּיְינו  ה�
לֶּה־בָּם” אֲכ� י  ,,חִצּ�  that which is written:[27] My arrows I — דִּכְתִיב 
shall finish against them.  כָּלִין י   My arrows will be — חִצּ�
finished,  וְהֵן אֵינָן כָּלִין — but they will not be finished.[28]

 The Gemara discusses God’s method of punishing an individ- 

ual:

מְנוּנָא ב ה� ר ר� קָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא נִפְרָע  :Rav Hamnuna said — אָמ�  אֵין ה�
לֵּא סְאָתוֹ ד שֶׁתִּתְמ�  The Holy One, Blessed is He, does — מִן הָאָדָם ע�
not punish a person until his measure is filled,[29]  ר  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
 as it is stated: After his desire has — ,,בִּמְלאֹות שִׂפְקוֹ יֵצֶר לוֹ וגו’ ’’
been filled, misfortune will strike him etc.[30]

 The Gemara cites another exposition made by the Amora cited 

above:

פָּפָּא ר  בּ� חִינָנָא  ב  ר� שׁ  :Rav Chinana bar Pappa expounded — דָּר�
דִּכְתִיב אי  What is the meaning of that which is written:[31] — מ�

תְהִלָּה” נָאוָה  יְשָׁרִים  ל� ה’  בּ� דִּיקִים  צ� נְּנוּ   Sing joyfully, O — ,,ר�
righteous, because of Hashem; for the upright, praise is 
fitting?  ”תְהִלָּה ,,נָאוָה  תִּקְרֵי  ל   Do not read it praise is — א�
‘‘fitting’’ [‘‘navah’’],  אֶלָּא נְוֵה תְהִלָּה — but rather ‘‘a palace of’’ 
[‘‘nevei’’] praise.[32]  וְדָוִד מֹשֶׁה   This refers to Moses and — זֶה 

 The Gemara suggests, and immediately rejects, a possible 

answer:

 And if you say that those [first Egyptians] — וְכִי תֵּימָא הָנָךְ אָזְדוּ
were in fact completely destroyed,[21]  ּנִינְהו חֲרִינֵי  א�  and — וְהָנֵי 
those later ‘‘Egyptians’’ were in fact people of other nationalities 

who afterwards settled in the land of Egypt, and it was they who 

were later destroyed —  נְיָא  but it was taught in a — וְהָת�
Baraisa to the contrary:  יְהוּדָה בִּי  ר� ר  :R’ YEHUDAH SAID — אָמ�

עֲקִיבָא בִּי  ר� לְמִידֵי  מִתּ� חָבֵר  לִי  הָיָה  מִּצְרִי  ה� גֵּר   MINYAMIN, AN — מִנְיָמִין 

EGYPTIAN CONVERT, WAS A COLLEAGUE OF MINE FROM AMONG THE 

STUDENTS OF R’ AKIVA.  מִּצְרִי גֵּר ה� מִנְיָמִין  ר   MINYAMIN, THE — אָמ�

EGYPTIAN CONVERT, SAID:  מִצְרִית וְנָשָׂאתִי  רִאשׁוֹן  מִצְרִי   אֲנִי 
 I AM A FIRST-GENERATION EGYPTIAN convert,[22] AND I‘‘ — רִאשׁוֹנָה

MARRIED A FIRST-GENERATION EGYPTIAN convert.  לִבְנִי שִּׂיא   א�
שְׁנִיָּה  I WILL MARRY MY SON TO A SECOND-GENERATION — מִצְרִית 

EGYPTIAN, i.e. the daughter of Egyptian converts,  בֶּן שֶׁיְּהֵא   כְּדֵי 
קָּהָל בּ� לָבאֹ  מוּתָּר   SO THAT MY SON’S SON SHALL BE FIT TO — בְּנִי 

ENTER THE CONGREGATION.’’[23] We thus see that in the times of 

the Tannaim, the original Egyptians still lived in Egypt. — ? —
 The Gemara therefore revises its answer:

ר ר הָכִי אִיתְּמ�  Rather, if it was stated at all, this is — אֶלָּא אִי אִיתְּמ�
what was stated:  פָּפָּא ר  בּ� חִינָנָא  ב  ר� ר   Rav Chinana bar — אָמ�
Pappa said:  ֹת שִׁילּוּחו ד שְׁע� מֶּלֶךְ ע� קָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא נִפְרָע מִן ה�  — אֵין ה�

The Holy One, Blessed is He, does not punish a king until his 
time to be sent away has arrived,  ּלְּחָה בְּשׁ� אסְּאָה  ,,בְּס� ר   שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
 as it is stated: With a precise measure you shall — תְּרִיבֶנָּה וגו’ ’’
contend with her when you send her away etc.

 The Gemara cites another Biblical source for this Amora’s 

statement:

 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 9a2



35. [Exodus Ch. 26 describes how these items were used in construction 
of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness.] See Ben Yehoyada for a possible 
explanation for why these components of the Mishkan are singled out 
here; see also Minchah Chareivah.

36. That is, when the Temple was built in Jerusalem, the Tabernacle 
was hidden in tunnels beneath it. [See Minchah Chareivah.]

37. She becomes prohibited to the adulterer [even should she become 
divorced or widowed] (Rashi).

38. If she drinks the sotah waters, she will die; and if she confesses,
she becomes prohibited to her husband and loses her kesubah
(Rashi).

39. See Iyun Yaakov, who discusses if this concept applies to the 
adulterer as well.

33. I.e. the enemies of Israel never derived any benefit from the labors of 
David or Moses (Rashi).

34. Lamentations 2:9. The context of this verse refers to the city that 
David built for himself. Its gates, made of precious metals, sank into the 
ground so that the enemies could not carry them away and use them. 
And the enemies had no interest in the wooden objects (Rashi; cf. Rashi 
to the verse).

 
NOTES

Avimi:  הֵיכָל שֶׁל  מְחִילּוֹת  ת  ח�  Under the tunnels of the — תּ�
Temple Sanctuary.[36]

 The Gemara returns to the topic of the sotah’s punishment:

בָּנָן ר� עֵינֶיהָ  :The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa — תָּנוּ  נָתְנָה   סוֹטָה 
 THE SOTAH SET HER EYES UPON ONE WHO IS — בְּמִי שֶׁאֵינוֹ רָאוּי לָהּ

NOT FIT FOR HER.  ּן לָה ה שֶּׁבִּיקְשָׁה לאֹ נִיתּ�  WHAT SHE SOUGHT — מ�

WAS NOT GIVEN TO HER,[37]  ה שֶּׁבְּיָדָהּ נְטָלוּהוּ מִמֶּנָּה  AND WHAT — וּמ�

WAS IN HER HAND THEY TOOK FROM HER.[38]  ה נּוֹתֵן עֵינָיו בְּמ�  שֶׁכָּל ה�
שֶׁלּוֹ  FOR ANYONE WHO SETS HIS EYES UPON SOMETHING — שֶּׁאֵינוֹ 

THAT IS NOT HIS,  ֹקֵּשׁ אֵין נוֹתְנִין לו ה שֶּׁמְב�  WHAT HE SEEKS THEY — מ�

DO NOT GIVE HIM  ּה שֶּׁבְּיָדוֹ נוֹטְלִין הֵימֶנּו  AND WHAT IS IN HIS — וּמ�

HAND THEY TAKE FROM HIM.[39]

David,  עֲשֵׂיהֶם  for their enemies did — שֶׁלּאֹ שָׁלְטוּ שׂוֹנְאֵיהֶם בְּמ�
not gain control of their handiwork.[33]  דָּוִד דִּכְתִיב ,,טָבְעוּ בָאָרֶץ 
 We know this about David, for it is written: Its gates — שְׁעָרֶיהָ”
sunk in the earth.[34]  מֹשֶׁה — The same is true about Moses,
ר ר מ�  When — מִשֶּׁנִּבְנָה מִקְדָּשׁ רִאשׁוֹן  :for the master said — דְּאָמ�
the first Temple was built,  מוֹעֵד אֹהֶל  ז   the Tent of — נִגְנ�
Meeting was hidden;  קְרָסָיו ,its beams, its hooks — קְרָשָׁיו 
מּוּדָיו וְע� אֲדָנָיו  ,its bars, its pillars — וּבְרִיחָיו   and its — ו�
sockets.[35]

 The Gemara asks:

?Where is the Tabernacle hidden — הֵיכָא

 The Gemara answers:

אֲבִימִי ר  אָמ� חִסְדָּא  ב  ר� ר   Rav Chisda said in the name of — אָמ�

 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 9a3

Alternatively, this refers to the gates of the Temple. Although David 
did not actually build the Temple (his son, Solomon, did), he prepared 
the gold and silver for its construction and purchased the land. Its gates 
in particular are associated with David (see Shabbos 30a). Our Gemara is 
therefore justified in stating that the Temple gates were saved in tribute 
to David (Maharsha; cf. Iyun Yaakov, Ben Yehoyada, and Toras HaKe-  
naos).
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under his command two hundred such individuals. By publicizing his 
association with these prominent individuals, he impressed the entire 
nation. Thus, he deceived his father, the judiciary, and then the nation as 
a whole (Rashi, from Yerushalmi). [He stole the hearts of Israel by 
convincing them that he was the only one truly concerned for their 
welfare, and that they should therefore crown him as their king.]

23. Ibid. 15:6. This verse demonstrates that he fooled the general 
populace (see also vs. 4 and 5). Verses 7-10 describe how he fooled his 
father, and verse 11 alludes to the two hundred sages of the Sanhedrin 
(see Rashi). [This citation is omitted in some texts (see Mesoras 
HaShas), apparently because it proves only that Absalom stole the 
hearts of Israel.]

24. Ibid. 18:14. Since Absalom stole three sets of hearts, measure for 
measure his heart was pierced three times.
 [Anaf Yosef asks why the Mishnah reverses the sequence of events, 
and speaks of the three lances that pierced Absalom’s heart after the ten 
blows that he was given by the armor bearers, when in fact Yoav attacked 
Absalom first. See there for an answer.]

25. Although the Mishnah states that the principle of measure for 
measure applies to both reward and punishment, the Gemara below (11a) 
will point out that there is a difference between how this principle is 
applied to a reward and how it is applied to a punishment.

26. At the time of Moses’ birth in Egypt, there was a edict in effect 
declaring that all newborn Israelite males were to be cast into the Nile 
(Exodus 1:22). Shortly after Moses was born, his mother Yocheved put 
Moses in a wicker basket, which she placed among the reeds at the river’s 
edge. The verse (Exodus 2:4) relates that Miriam stationed herself at a 
distance to see what would occur.

27. Exodus 2:4.

28. Numbers 12:15. Many years later, Miriam was rewarded for her good 
deed, measure for measure. During Israel’s sojourn in the Wilderness 
after the Exodus, Miriam was punished with tzaraas for speaking in a 
derogatory manner about Moses. The law requires one afflicted with 
tzaraas to remain isolated outside the camp until he or she is healed. 
Miriam was in this state for a period of seven days. During this period the 
Israelites did not continue on their way; rather, they waited, out of 
respect for Miriam, until she was healed and could return to the camp. 
The respect accorded to Miriam was in reward for having waited to see 
what would happen to her brother Moses when he was placed among the 
reeds. This incident clearly demonstrates that the principle of measure 
for measure applies to Divine reward as well.

29. Before he died, Jacob requested of his son Joseph that he should bury 
him in Eretz Yisrael, in the Cave of Machpelah where Abraham and Isaac 

punishment will actually take place, people wishing to deny the Divine 
nature of the sotah waters will say that the woman was not punished as 
a result of drinking them (Rashi).

15. [Study of this Mishnah and the Gemara that follows will reveal the 
true understanding of Samson’s role as one of Israel’s greatest judges. 
His mistakes recounted in Scripture were not those of a base person, but 
must be understood in the context of the exalted stature of this great 
Jewish leader.] We will learn below what Samson’s true motives were in 
marrying Philistine women. Our Mishnah, though, states that Samson 
was punished because his decisions were influenced to a small extent by 
physical desire (see Radak to Judges 13:4). The Gemara will derive this 
below (Rashi).

16. Judges 16:21. Since his mistake was caused by his eyes, he was 
punished measure for measure with the loss of his eyes. [See, however, 
below, 10a note 9.]

17. Absalom, the son of King David, took great pride in his extraordinar- 
ily handsome physical appearance, and especially in his long and 
beautiful hair. This vanity eventually led him to the point where he 
decided to attempt to take the throne away from his father (see Gemara 
below, 10b, and note 45 there).
 [Absalom’s hair was long because he, like Samson, was a nazir. See 
Maharal for a discussion about the Mishnah’s use of Samson and 
Absalom as its examples of the principle of measure for measure.]

18. See II Samuel 18:9 and Gemara below.

19. When King David was forced out of Jerusalem in the early stages of 
Absalom’s insurrection, he left his household in the care of his ten 
concubines. Absalom thereupon cohabited with his father’s concubines 
(ibid. 16:22), to show the people that there was no hope of compromise or 
reconciliation with his father, in the hope that this would strengthen 
their resolve to support his bid for the monarchy (see Rashi).

20. Ibid. 18:15. When Yoav, David’s general, found Absalom hanging 
from the tree, he thrust three lances into Absalom, and then ten young 
men, the bearers of Yoav’s armor, circled Absalom and killed him. Thus, 
as punishment for having defiled his father’s ten concubines, Absalom’s 
body was struck by ten armor-bearers, measure for measure.

21. [Other versions read בוֹת  hearts (see Mesoras HaShas); both ,לְב�
versions carry the same meaning.]

22. Absalom asked his father, King David, for a letter stating that by 
command of the king, Absalom had the right to choose any two 
individuals to be at his service. Using this letter, Absalom enlisted one 
pair after another of the most worthy men of Israel — men who were 
chief judges of courts — by telling each pair in turn that they were his 
choice. He continued to employ this subterfuge until he had brought 

 
NOTES

Mishnah Having elaborated on the principle of measure for measure in the case of the sotah, the Mishnah 

points out other examples of this dictum:

עֵינָיו ר  ח	 ךְ א	 עֵינָיו  Samson followed his eyes;[15] — שִׁמְשׁוֹן הָל	 פְּלִשְׁתִּים אֶת  נִקְּרוּ   therefore the Philistines — לְפִיכָךְ 
gouged out his eyes,  ”קְּרוּ אֶת־עֵינָיו יְנ	 יֹּאחֲזוּהוּ פְלִשְׁתִּים ו	 ר ,,ו	  as it is stated: The Philistines seized him and — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
gouged out his eyes.[16]  ֹבְשָׁלוֹם נִתְגָּאָה בִּשְׂעָרו  therefore — לְפִיכָךְ נִתְלָה בִּשְׂעָרוֹ  Absalom gloried in his hair;[17] — א	
he was hung by his hair.[18]  אָבִיו גְשֵׁי  פִּל	 עֶשֶׂר  ל  ע	 שֶׁבָּא   And because he cohabited with ten of the — וּלְפִי 
concubines of his father,[19]  לְפִיכָךְ נִתְּנוּ בּוֹ עֶשֶׂר לוֹנְבִיּוֹת — therefore ten lances were thrust into him,  ר  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
יָּסבֹּוּ עֲשָׂרָה (אנשים) [נְעָרִים] נשְֹׂאֵי כְּלֵי יוֹאָב”  ,as it is stated: Ten men, the bearers of Yoav’s armor circled him — ,,ו	
and they struck Absalom and killed him.[20]  ב שָׁלשֹׁ גְּנֵבוֹת  לֵב  And because he stole three thefts,[21] — וּלְפִי שֶׁגָּנ	
ר  the heart of his father, the heart of the court, and the heart of Israel,[22] — אָבִיו וְלֵב בֵּית דִּין וְלֵב יִשְׂרָאֵל  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
יִשְׂרָאֵל” נְשֵׁי  א	 אֶת־לֵב  בְשָׁלוֹם  א	 נֵּב  יְג	  לְפִיכָךְ  ,as it is stated:[23] Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel — ,,ו	
יִּתְקָעֵם  ,therefore three lances were thrust into him — נִתְקְעוּ בּוֹ שְׁלשָֹׁה שְׁבָטִים ו	 פּוֹ  ח שְׁלשָֹׁה שְׁבָטִים בְּכ	 יִּקּ	 ר ,,ו	  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
בְשָׁלוֹם” as it is stated: He took three lances in his hand and thrust them into Absalom’s heart.[24] — בְּלֵב א	

 The Mishnah now explains that just as the principle of measure for measure applies in regard to punishment for 

wrongdoing, so too does it apply to rewarding good actions — that is, a person is rewarded for a good deed in the 

manner corresponding to the manner in which the good deed was performed:[25]

טּוֹבָה ן ה	 ת  :And so too, with regard to the good — וְכֵן לְעִנְי	 ח	  Miriam waited one hour — מִרְיָם הִמְתִּינָה לְמֹשֶׁה שָׁעָה א	
for her brother Moses,[26]  ”ב אֲחֹתוֹ מֵרָחֹק צּ	 תֵּת	 ר ,,ו	  as it is stated:[27] And his sister stationed herself from — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
afar.  מִּדְבָּר כְּבוּ לָהּ יִשְׂרָאֵל שִׁבְעָה יָמִים בּ	  Therefore, the entire nation of Israel delayed for her seven — לְפִיכָךְ נִתְע	
days in the Wilderness,  ”ד הֵאָסֵף מִרְיָם ע ע	 ר ,,וְהָעָם לאֹ נָס	  as it is stated: And the nation did not travel on — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
until Miriam was brought in.[28]

 Another example:

אָבִיו אֶת  לִקְבּוֹר  זָכָה  מִמֶּנּוּ  Joseph merited to bury his father — יוֹסֵף  גָּדוֹל  בְּאֶחָיו  -and none of his bro — וְאֵין 
thers was greater than he,[29]  ”ם־פָּרָשִׁים גּ	 ם־רֶכֶב  גּ	 עִמּוֹ   . . . לוּ  ע	 יּ	 ו	 אֶת־אָבִיו  לִקְבֹּר  יוֹסֵף  ל  ע	 יּ	 ,,ו	 ר  as it is — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	
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46. Ibid. v. 18.

47. Ibid. v. 20. Until Delilah betrayed him, Samson had been blessed 
with Divine assistance in his single-handed fight against the Philistines.
 [R’ Tzadok HaKohen notes that the term דלדלה generally refers 
to something that, although it is almost completely severed from its 
source, still hangs by a slight attachment (see Mishnah to Chullin 
127a). Here too, although Delilah succeeded in damaging Samson’s 
strength, heart, and actions, she could not completely destroy him, 
because he still retained some of his sanctity. Thus, when his hair began 
to grow, he regained his strength (Yisrael Kedoshim 11a).]

48. Samson had previously given her several false explanations as to 
the source of his strength (Rashi). Why, then, was she so certain that 
this explanation was true?

49. The truth rings with sincerity because it explains heretofore inexpli-
cable observations. When Delilah heard that Samson was a nazir, she 
now understood why his hair was so long and why he never drank wine. 
She therefore believed that his latest explanation about the source of 
his great strength was true (Rashi).

50. [R’ Tzadok HaKohen points out (Yisrael Kedoshim, p. 16b) that even 
though our Mishnah is using Samson as an example of measure-for-
measure punishment and the Gemara is now describing his fatal error 
with Delilah, it still refers to him as a righteous person. This term would 
certainly not be used for a base person who lived a promiscuous life. 
Obviously then, Samson’s slight missteps are magnified in relation to 
his exalted level of righteousness.]

51. Ibid. v. 17.

52. Ibid. v. 16.

53. This action, taken by Delilah at the time when Samson’s arousal 
was greatest, caused him great anguish (Rashi). According to Alshich 
(see also Ben Yehoyada), Samson was concerned that she was causing 
his seed to be wasted.

54. [Presumably, this passage is taught here because the verse cited is 
expounded upon by R’ Yitzchak of the house of R’ Ami, the author of 
the previous teaching.]

55. Ibid. 13:4. An angel appeared to the barren Tzlalponis and informed 
her that she would bear a son (Samson). In this verse he instructs her 
how to act during the pregnancy, because her son would be a nazir.

not cohabit with her out of wedlock [which he apparently did with 
the woman from Gaza] (Rashi). [The incident in Gaza is related in 
the verse only after we are told that Samson judged Israel for twenty 
years (15:20). Apparently, after twenty years of relative calm following 
Samson’s attacks on the Philistines that resulted from his marriage 
to the woman from Timnas, Samson found it necessary once again to 
move among the Philistines so that he would be able to attack them 
from within. The Baraisa, though, views this action as a serious mis-
take, which quickly led to Samson’s downfall at the hands of Delilah 
(see Samson’s Struggle by R’ Gershon Weiss, p. 116 ff). Thus, although 
Samson had already erred earlier in Timnas, that mistake, which was 
not as severe, did not lead to his downfall as did his mistake in Gaza.]
 [It should be noted that Targum Yonasan to the verse apparently dis-
putes the view of Rebbi, for the Targum translates ה  as an innkeeper זוֹנ�
[related to מְזוֹנוֹת, food], not a harlot. Accordingly, the verse means merely 
that Samson came to the woman’s inn, not that he cohabited with her. 
Thus, there must be some other reason as to why he was punished in 
Gaza. [This follows Rashi’s understanding of Targum in a similar verse 
that is written regarding Rachav (see Joshua 2:1). However, Radak 
there argues that Targum is translating the word ה  euphemistically זוֹנ�
— that is, a harlot can be called an ‘‘innkeeper’’ in the sense that just 
as an innkeeper will provide room and board to anyone for a fee, a harlot 
will provide her services to anyone for a fee. According to his view, it is 
possible to say that the Targum does not dispute Rebbi’s view.]
 The conclusion of the episode in Gaza will be cited below, 10a (see 
note 7 there).

42. Judges 16:4.

43. Delilah is the only one of the three women that Samson married 
whose name is known. The Gemara therefore expounds her name (Ma-
harsha).

44. This does not mean that Delilah was always evil and tricked Samson 
into marrying him so that she could betray him. Rather, she was initially 
righteous, attracted to Samson’s spiritual qualities, and even converted 
to Judaism in order to marry him. Only later, after she was bribed by 
the governors of the Philistines, did she succumb and agree to betray 
Samson (see Yisrael Kedoshim, p. 13a).

45. Ibid. v. 19. After his hair was cut, Samson lost his strength. See 
below, 10a note 31.

 
NOTES

ב ר� ר  אָמ� חָנִין  ב  ר� ר  :Rav Chanin said in the name of Rav — אָמ�
ר  True words are recognizable.[49] — נִיכָּרִין דִּבְרֵי אֱמֶת יֵּי אָמ� בּ�  א�

— Abaye said:  טָּלָה יִם לְב� פִּיק שֵׁם שָׁמ� דִּיק דְּלאֹ מ�  — יָדְעָה בּוֹ בְּאוֹתוֹ צ�

She knew about that righteous one (Samson) that he would 
not utter the Name of Heaven in vain.[50]  נְזִיר,, ר  דְּאָמ�  כֵּיוָן 
Hence, as soon as he said: I am a nazir to God,[51] — אֱלהִֹים אֲנִי”

ר אי קוּשְׁטָא קָאָמ� דּ� שְׁתָּא ו�  she said to herself, ‘‘Now he is — אָמְרָה ה�
certainly telling the truth.’’

 The Gemara examines another verse in that passage, which 

describes the steps taken by Delilah to persuade Samson to reveal 

to her the source of his strength:

לְצֵהוּ” תְּא� ו� יָּמִים  כָּל־ה� בִדְבָרֶיהָ  לּוֹ  כִּי־הֵצִיקָה  יְהִי   And it was after — ,,ו�
she tormented him with her words every day and pressed him, 
he became exasperated to death.[52]

 The Gemara asks:

לְצֵהוּ” תְּא� אי ,,ו�  ?What does the verse mean by she pressed him — מ�

What could Delilah do to cause Samson distress?

 The Gemara answers:

מִי בִּי א� דְּבֵי ר� יִצְחָק  בִּי  ר ר�  ’R’ Yitzchak of the academy of R — אָמ�
Ami said:  חְתָּיו ר בִּיאָה נִשְׁמְטָה מִתּ� ת גְּמ�  At the time of the — בִּשְׁע�
culmination of cohabitation,  she would slip away from 
beneath him.[53]

 The Gemara digresses briefly to discuss the verse in which 

Samson’s mother (Tzlalponis) was instructed as to the particulars 

of Samson’s nezirus:[54]

כָּל־טָמֵא” ל־תֹּאכְלִי  וְא� וְשֵׁכָר  יִן  י� ל־תִּשְׁתִּי  וְא� נָא  הִשָּׁמְרִי  תָּה   And — ,,וְע�
now, be careful, and do not drink wine or aged wine, and do 
not eat anything contaminated.[55]

 The Gemara now discusses the third and last Philistine woman 

with whom Samson was involved:

דְּלִילָה” וּשְׁמָהּ  שׂוֹרֵק  ל  ח� בְּנ� אִשָּׁה  ב  יֶּאֱה� ו� חֲרֵי־כֵן  א� יְהִי   The verse — ,,ו�

states:[42] It happened after this that he loved a woman from 
Nachal Sorek; her name was Delilah.
 A Baraisa elaborates on the fitting nature of Delilah’s name:

נְיָא אוֹמֵר  :It was taught in a Baraisa — תּ� בִּי  :REBBI SAYS — ר�

 Even IF HER NAME HAD NOT BEEN — אִילְמָלֵא (לא) נִקְרָא שְׁמָהּ דְּלִילָה

DELILAH,  רְאוּיָה הָיְתָה שֶׁתִּקָּרֵא דְּלִילָה — IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FIT-

TING FOR HER TO BE CALLED DELILAH,[43] because the Hebrew word 

delilah connotes severing.  ֹכֹּחו אֶת   SHE [DELILAH] — דִּילְדְּלָה 

SEVERED [SAMSON’S] STRENGTH,  ֹדִּילְדְּלָה אֶת לִבּו — SHE SEVERED 

HIS HEART, עֲשָׂיו and SHE SEVERED HIS ACTIONS.[44] — דִּילְדְּלָה אֶת מ�

ר כֹּחוֹ  ,SHE SEVERED HIS STRENGTH — דִּילְדְּלָה אֶת כֹּחוֹ יָּס� ,,ו�  דִּכְתִיב 
AS IT IS WRITTEN: HIS STRENGTH DEPARTED FROM HIM.[45] — מֵעָלָיו”

לִבּוֹ אֶת  דְלִילָה  ,SHE SEVERED HIS HEART — דִּילְדְּלָה  תֵּרֶא  ,,ו�  דִּכְתִיב 
אֶת־כָּל־לִבּוֹ” לָהּ   AS IT IS WRITTEN:[46] DELILAH SAW THAT — כִּי־הִגִּיד 

HE HAD TOLD HER ALL [THAT WAS IN] HIS HEART.  עֲשָׂיו  דִּילְדְּלָה אֶת מ�

— SHE SEVERED HIS ACTIONS,  ּמִינֵּיה שְׁכִינָה  ק  לּ�  FOR THE — דְּאִיסְתּ�

DIVINE PRESENCE DEPARTED FROM HIM,  ’ע כִּי ה  דִּכְתִיב ’’וְהוּא לאֹ יָד�
 AS IT IS WRITTEN: BUT HE DID NOT KNOW THAT HASHEM — סָר מֵעָלָיו”

HAD DEPARTED FROM HIM.[47]

 The Gemara analyzes this section of the Baraisa:

אֶת־כָּל־לִבּוֹ” לָהּ  כִּי־הִגִּיד  דְלִילָה  תֵּרֶא   The verse states: Delilah — ,,ו�
saw that he had told her all [that was in] his heart.
 The Gemara asks:

How did she know?[48] — מְנָא יָדְעָה

 The Gemara offers two possible explanations:
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מִי בִּי א	 בִּי יִצְחָק דְּבֵי ר	 ר ר	  R’ Yitzchak of the house of R’ Ami — אָמ	
said:  כְּזוּג לְפָנָיו  שְׁקֶשֶׁת  מְק	 שְׁכִינָה  שֶׁהָיְתָה  מֵּד   It teaches that — מְל	
the Divine Presence rang before him like a bell, to escort him 
wherever he went.  ”חֲנֵה־דָן בְּמ	 עֲמוֹ  ,,לְפ	 הָכָא   For it is — כְּתִיב 
written here: to resound in him in the camp of Dan.  וּכְתִיב 
וְרִמּןֹ” עֲמןֹ   And it is written regarding the Robe of the — הָתָם ,,פּ	
Kohen Gadol:[64] A bell and a pomegranate. Just as the sound of 
the bell accompanied the Kohen Gadol wherever he walked, the 
Divine Presence escorted Samson.[65]
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1. The term חֵל  in the verse is expounded as in the verse (Numbers י�
רוֹ :(30:3 חֵל דְּב� ה’ . . . לאֹ י�  a man vows a neder to Hashem [If] ,אִישׁ כִּי־יִדּרֹ נֶדֶר ל�
. . . he shall not desecrate his word (Rashi). In this context, the Gemara 
means that the oath imposed upon Abraham by Avimelech was no 
longer in effect, and Samson was therefore permitted to wage war 
against the Philistines.
2. Genesis 21:23. Since the Philistines had attacked the Jews first 
(Radak to Shoftim 13:5), the Jews were no longer bound by the treaty 
agreed to by Abraham.

[According to many commentators, this Gemara is the source of the 
law (Yoreh Deah 236:6) that if two people make an oath to one another, 
and then one of them violates the oath, the second is no longer bound by 
his oath, even without formal nullification (see Nekudas HaKesef and 
Beur HaGra there; cf. Taz there; see also Mishkenos Yaakov, Choshen 
Mishpat §61, and Minchah Chareivah at length).]
3. [The commentators discuss another factor that apparently should 
have nullified the treaty: It was to be in effect only during the lifetime of 
Avimelech’s children and grandchildren (see Bereshis Rabbah 54:2; 
Mechilta, Beshalach; see also Chullin 60b with Rashi). Maharsha 
writes that one of Avimelech’s grandchildren must still have been alive 
at the time, and consequently the only reason the treaty was annulled 
was because the Philistines violated it. However, other commentators 
find it difficult to imagine that one of Avimelech’s grandchildren could 
still be alive more than seven hundred years after the treaty had been 
made. See Mishkenos Yaakov, Choshen Mishpat ibid. and Maharatz 
Chayes for further discussion of this issue.]
4. Judges 13:24.
5. The term ‘‘blessing’’ connotes an increase from which one can be 
satisfied [see Exodus 23:25]. But we do not find anywhere that Samson’s 
possessions increased to where he became wealthy (Rashi). [See Nefesh 
HaChaim 2:2 for a discussion about how this definition of ‘‘blessing’’ 
impacts upon the understanding of the blessings that we regularly make 
to God.]
6. Thus, the object of Samson’s desires was increased (Rashi). [Most 
people are interested in increasing their material possessions; to them, 
wealth would be a blessing. Samson, though, understood his role as 
requiring him to engage in relations with Philistine women to save the 
Jewish nation from attack (see above); he was blessed with abundant 
ability to carry out his plan.] See Ben Yehoyada for a deeper understand- 
ing of this blessing.

7. Judges 16:28. Some time after the Philistines captured Samson, they 
took him out of prison and brought him to a stadium for their 
entertainment. Samson prayed that he be able to destroy the stadium, 
which contained thousands of Philistine spectators.
8. Other versions omit the word ‘‘two,’’ since the verse states (Judges 
15:20) that Samson judged Israel for twenty years (see Teshuvos 
HaRashba §88, cited by Mesoras HaShas). See Maharsha, however, 
who suggests a defense of our version.
9. The Gemara in Shabbos (10a) states that anyone who judges faithfully 
is considered by Scripture to be a partner with God in the creation. 
Samson therefore asked that the merit of having judged Israel faithfully 
for many years allow him to miraculously defeat the Philistines (see 
Minchas Sotah). When he was not answered through that merit alone, 
Samson asked for reward for one of his eyes that he lost to the 
Philistines, while he would receive reward for the loss of the other eye in 
the World to Come (Rashi, based on Yerushalmi as understood by 
Minchas Sotah).

[This is apparently difficult, because the Gemara above (9b) stated 
that Samson was punished for rebelling with his eyes. How could he 
now seek reward for their loss? See Maharsha, who explains that Sam- 
son was saying here that the loss of one eye should count as punishment 
for his earlier indiscretions, and he should therefore be empowered to 
take revenge against the Philistines as reward for the loss of the other 
eye. Samson then stated further (as recorded in our Gemara) that he 
was extremely careful not to take any bribes as a judge. The loss of his 
eyes could therefore not be attributed to bribery [which ‘‘blinds the eyes 
of the wise’’ — see Deuteronomy 16:19] (see also Iyun Yaakov).]
10. Judges 15:4. This refers to the incident that took place when Samson 
was involved with the woman from Timnah. When he discovered that 
his wife had been given to another man, he captured three hundred 
foxes and tied torches to their tails. He then set them loose among the 
Philistine crops, destroying them.
11. Foxes are cunning and difficult to apprehend. Why then did Samson 
choose to use these animals to spread the fire? He could have used any 
animal (Iyun Yaakov).
12. When a fox is confronted, it does not turn around and run; rather, it 
backs away (Rashi).
13. See above, note 2. Maharsha adds that by tying the tails of the foxes 
together Samson hinted further that the Philistines had ‘‘backed out’’ 
of their oath.

NOTES 

אֲבִימֶלֶךְ שֶׁל  שְׁבוּעָתוֹ  ל   the oath of Avimelech, king of the — הוּח�
Philistines, was desecrated [i.e. rendered null and void],[1] 
וּלְנֶכְדִּי” וּלְנִינִי  לִי  ,,אִם־תִּשְׁקרֹ   for it is written that — דִּכְתִיב 
Avimelech made the following covenant with Abraham: Swear to 
me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me, or with 
my son or with my grandson.[2] Since the Philistines were the 
first to violate the oath, by subjugating the Jews, Samson was not 
bound by it either.[3]

The  verse states concerning Samson:
’’ ה’  יְבָרְכֵהוּ  ו� ר  ע� נּ� ה� ל  יִּגְדּ�  the lad grew and Hashem blessed — ,,ו�
him.[4]

The  Gemara inquires:
מֶּה בֵּרְכוֹ With what did [God] bless [Samson]?[5] — בּ�

The  Gemara answers:
ב ר ר� ב יְהוּדָה אָמ� ר ר�  :Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav — אָמ�
מָּתוֹ בְּא�  .He blessed him with respect to his member — שֶׁבֵּרְכוֹ 
מָּתוֹ כִּבְנֵי אָדָם  That is, his member was like that of ordinary — א�
people,  שׁוֹטֵף ל  ח� כְּנ� רְעוֹ   yet his seed was like a rushing — וְז�
stream.[6]

The  Gemara discusses Samson’s prayer to God:
זֶּה ם ה� ע� פּ� ה� ךְ  נָא א� זְּקֵנִי  וְח� נָא  זָכְרֵנִי  אֱלהִֹים  ר ה’  יּאֹמ� ו� יִּקְרָא שִׁמְשׁוֹן אֶל־ה’   ,,ו�
מִפְּלִשְׁתִּים” י  עֵינ� מִשְּׁתֵּי  ת  ח� ם־א� נְק� וְאִנָּקְמָה   . . . — The verse states: 
Samson called out to Hashem and said, ‘‘Hashem! Lord! Re- 
member me and strengthen me just this one time . . . and I will 
exact vengeance from the Philistines for one of my two eyes.’’[7]

The  Gemara elaborates:
ב ר� ר  הוּא  :Rav said — אָמ� בָּרוּךְ  קָּדוֹשׁ  ה� לִפְנֵי  שִׁמְשׁוֹן  ר   — אָמ�
Samson said before the Holy One, Blessed is He:  שֶׁל  רִבּוֹנוֹ 
שָׁנָה  !Master of the Universe — עוֹלָם יִם)  (וּשְׁתּ� עֶשְׂרִים  לִי   זְכוֹר 
טְתִּי אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל  Remember for me the twenty-two years[8] — שֶׁשָּׁפ�
that I judged Israel  מִמָּקוֹם קֵּל  מ� לִי  עֲבֵר  ה� מֵהֶם  לְאֶחָד  רְתִּי  אָמ�  וְלאֹ 
 and I did not even say to one of them, ‘‘Move a staff — לְמָקוֹם
for me from one place to another place.’’[9]

The  Gemara discusses an earlier incident that occurred during 
Samson’s battles with the Philistines:
שׁוּעָלִים” שְׁלשׁ־מֵאוֹת  יִּלְכֹּד  ו� שִׁמְשׁוֹן  יֵּלֶךְ   Samson went and he — ,,ו�
captured three hundred foxes.[10]

The  Gemara asks:
אי שְׁנָא שׁוּעָלִים  Why did he choose foxes to be the vehicle to — מ�
destroy the Philistine crops?[11]

The  Gemara answers:
בָּא ר א� בִּי חִיָּיא בּ� ר ר� גְדִּי אָמ� ר נ� יְבוּ בּ� בִּי א� ר ר�  R’ Ayvu bar Nagdi — אָמ�
said in the name of R’ Chiya bar Abba:  שִׁמְשׁוֹן ר   — אָמ�
Samson said:  אֲחוֹרָיו ל� שֶׁחוֹזֵר  מִי   Let [an animal] that — יָבאֹ 
retreats backwards[12] come  ע מִפְּלִשְׁתִּים שֶׁחָזְרוּ בִּשְׁבוּעָתָן  — וְיִפָּר�
and exact retribution from the Philistines, who retreated 
from their oath.[13]

The  Gemara illustrates Samson’s great strength:
נְיָא בִּי שִׁמְעוֹן הֶחָסִיד  :It was taught in a Baraisa — תּ� ר ר�  ’R — אָמ�

SHIMON THE PIOUS ONE SAID:  מָּה הָיָה  בֵּין כְּתֵיפָיו שֶׁל שִׁמְשׁוֹן שִׁשִּׁים א�
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‘‘I am an orphan.’’[60]  ְּת  Judah said, ‘‘Perhaps — שֶׁמָּא טְמֵאָה א�
you are tamei as a niddah.’’  אָמְרָה לֵיהּ טְהוֹרָה אֲנִי — She said 
to him, ‘‘I am tahor’’ [i.e. not a niddah].[61]

The  Gemara digresses further to discuss Abraham:
ע” שָׁב� בִּבְאֵר  אֵשֶׁל  ע  יִּטּ�  -He planted an ‘‘eshel’’ in Beer — ,,ו�
sheba.[62]  ׁלָקִיש רֵישׁ  ר  שֶׁעָשָׂה  :Reish Lakish said — אָמ� מֵּד   מְל�
ע בּוֹ כָּל מִינֵי מְגָדִים רְדֵּס וְנָט�  It teaches that he made an orchard — פּ�
and planted in it many types of fine fruits for the benefit of his 
guests.[63]

The  Gemara cites a dispute about this term:
נְחֶמְיָה בִּי  וְר� יְהוּדָה  בִּי   R’ Yehudah and R’ Nechemyah — ר�
disagree:  רְדֵּס ר פּ� ד אָמ�  One says that it was an orchard,[64] — ח�
פּוּנְדָּק ר  אָמ� ד   while one says that it was an inn where — וְח�
travelers could lodge.[65]

The  Gemara examines the dispute:

רְדֵּס פּ� ר  דְּאָמ� אן  לְמ�  It is understandable according to — בִּשְׁלָמָא 
the one who said that it was an orchard,  ”ע יִּטּ� יְינוּ דִּכְתִיב ,,ו�  — ה�
for that is why it is written, he planted it.  ר דְּאָמ� אן  לְמ�  אֶלָּא 
 ,But according to the one who said that it was an inn — פּוּנְדָּק
ע” יִּטּ� אי ,,ו� ?what does the verse mean by he planted — מ�

The  Gemara answers that this term can also be used for 
establishing a dwelling:
דְנוֹ וגו’ ” פּ� ע אָהֳלֵי א�  As it is written regarding one of — כְּדִכְתִיב ,,וְיִטּ�
the kings in the Book of Daniel:[66] He will pitch the tents of his 
palace.

The  Gemara expounds the end of the previously cited verse 
about Abraham:
יִּקְרָא־שָׁם בְּשֵׁם ה’ אֵל עוֹלָם”  there he proclaimed the name of — ,,ו�
Hashem, God of the Universe.  ׁר רֵישׁ לָקִיש  Reish Lakish — אָמ�
said;  ”יִּקְרָא ל תִּיקְרֵי ,,ו� ;Do not read it, he proclaimed — א�

the father would retain rights over his daughter if they both converted 
together. See also Minchah Chareivah for further elucidation of this 
view.]
60. That is, Tamar’s father died when she was a minor. As such, there 
was no concern that she was legally married because only a father has 
the right to marry off his minor daughter; her mother and brothers have 
no such authority under Biblical law [see below, 23b] (Rashi).

Rashi notes that through this answer Tamar removed another possible 
obstacle against her marriage to Judah. Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-
law, and a union between father-in-law and daughter-in-law is forbidden. 
However, since when her mother or brothers married her off to Judah’s 
sons, Er and Onan, the marriage was not legal according to Biblical law, 
Tamar did not become prohibited to Judah as his daughter-in-law.

Rashi adds that according to this Gemara, we cannot say that 
Tamar’s father was Shem the son of Noah. [This view is held by 
Bereishis Rabbah 85:10.] For we know that Shem died when Jacob was 
50 years old, and at the time of the story between Judah and Tamar, 
Jacob was already 110 years old. Tamar therefore would not have been 
a minor at the time of her marriage to Er and Onan (Rashi; cf. Gur 
Aryeh to Genesis 38:15; see Levush HaOrah there; see also Chidushei 
HaGriz).
61. I.e. she immersed in a mikveh following the end of her last menses 
(see Kerem Nota). Tamar thus succeeded in convincing Judah that she 

was permitted to him.
Mizrachi (Genesis ibid.) raises another issue that should have made 

this act forbidden: It is prohibited according to Biblical law to cohabit 
with a harlot (see Deuteronomy 23:18, Rambam, Hilchos Ishus 1:4, with 
Raavad and commentators). How, then, did Judah do this? Mizrachi 
suggests that Judah did not intend to cohabit promiscuously, but rather 
was going to effect kiddushin with her (cf. Maharsha, Minchah 
Chareivah).

[Mizrachi also cites a Midrash that states that Judah was going to 
desist from any action, but an angel forced him to cohabit with Tamar to 
produce the royal line that was to result from this union. This view is 
further explained by R’ Tzadok HaKohen in his Takanas HaShavin 
(73b).]
62. Genesis 21:33.
63. This follows the usual meaning of אֵשֶׁל as a tree (see I Samuel 22:6, 
31:13).
64. This is in accordance with the view of Reish Lakish just mentioned.
65. According to this view the term אֵשֶׁל is a contraction of ה שְׁתִיּ� ה   אֲכִיל�
ה  eating, drinking, escorting. It was a place where the guests were ,לְוָי�
given food and drink, and escorted when it was time for them to leave 
(Rashi; see Ben Yehoyada).
66. Daniel 11:45.

NOTES 
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�1. �� �
� �� �� �� .�* %"++ �� � �! �- � 0� &��* ���� �������� ��1
������� ��� ���� ��� �� ��  ������- ��� ��	��� �� �	����� 	�� ��
����� �2� � �	 
- �� �� �! 
� ���0� &��* ����� #��(� ���� 1��� ���
��� ����� ����� *�� ���� ��������� ���� !������3� � �	 �� � �� �� � �� 
� �	�
�� *� '��� ��� �� �4��������� �� ����$ �� ��
� ��  ���2 
� ��* � 
� 
�
�� � �� %� �� � ��� ����� ��( ��������� �� � �������� ���� ���
���� ����� � � �� �� ���� ��� �������- �� �" �� �
� �� �� %��	 0�� 
�
	 %������, �� ����,���  ��� ��������� 5���� ����,���� ��&�
��� &��'� �� #����� *�� � ���������� �� !����� ��� ������� ����,
��(������ *�� ���6 ���� ��� ������� 7������ ��� �� ����,� *��
����' ��� ����������� �� *�����8�

!�� (���� ��������� !����+� ��������� ����� ��� *�� ���������
�� ����� ��� ��� ����'�� ��������$
'' � ��� �	 ��++ � !�� (���� ������$ �	 	�� 
�	 ���� ��
	�	
��� 
�� 	�� �� �4������� ��� ���� �� ��� ������1��1��*� #�����
��� ����'�� �� ��� ���� *��� ���
� !�� ���� �	
���� 99��&�� ����++
�� ����'����� ������� �� ��� ���� �� ���������� ��� ���� ��	����� � �

!�� "����� ��������� �������$ ,� �� � �� 
�� ��  � ��$� �� �� ��� !���
�����" ����� ���� �����- 		0��  �� ������	��� *���� �������
����� 99��� *�� ��&�� ����++�%�

!�� "����� �4������ *�� ��� ����'���� ���� �� ����$
�
* 
� �� �� � �� �� � �� 
��*� +��,�� ���- 
���� 
�� �2 � �� �� �/ �� � �" �� ��������
��� ���������( ��2�
��  ��� ������)� . 
� %"� �� �	 � �� 
� �2 � 
�� ���
��'�� 0����� 
��� �� �����
� ���� ���� ���� �� ��� *����
�� ������ �� ���� ���� �� #������-� . 
� ��� �� �	 � ��� �� ���3 � 
� �
3������ ���� 
��� �� ����(�� ���� 
���� �� ��� ���� �'�����.�

!�� (���� ��������� ���� � ���� ���� �������� 99������'�++

:�!;5
� !�� (���� ��������� ���� ������� ���'�� ������ �� ���� �� ��� :���
�� "�� 	���� 
� ��� ���� ���� �� ������� ������ ����' ��� :��� �� "���
!�� ����� ��� ���� �4�������� �� ���� �� ��� (���� ����� ������ ����

������� ������ �� ��� :��� �� "��� *�� ������ ���� ���� �����* ���
����������� �� ��� ��� �� �������� !�� "����� ��������� �����������
���� ������� ���� ��(� ������ ������ �� ���� �� ��� :��� �� "��
�����'� ��� ������ ��� �� ��� ����������� 	������� 
�
 � �!��<������ ���� ������� ������ �� �������+�����(������� ������'�$
7� ��� ��������� �������� �������' "��� ������� *���� ������� ����
*��� � ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����& = �� ������ ��������' �� ��� �� ���
������ �� ��� ������� �� ���� ������ ��� (������� *���� �4������ �����
������ �� ��&��' � �������' ������ ���� �����' ��� ����� ���� 	���
����
� 
� ������� ���������� ���� ���� �(�� ���� ��������� �������'
*���� �(�������� ���� ���� �� ���� ������� ������������ �� "��
�� �� �� �� � �	 � �� �� �� �
� �� �� ��� 	���� �������� ��� ����� ��� � ��������
����������� �� ���� <������
�
%� ����� %2$-�
)� � ��(���� ���� �� � ��'� �� �������� *���� �� ������ ��� ��� ��������&
�� � ������� !�� (���� ��������� ���������� ���� #���� ����'�� ���*��
� ������ �� �	� ��� ���� *�� ��(���� 	����� ��� ��� ���� ������� 
�
-� 5���� #���� ��(�� ��* ��� ���� �����' ��� ������ ���� ��� *�� �� ���
������ �� ��� ��� ����'��,� ��� ��* 	����� ��� ���� �� ���������(�
�4��������� �� ��!��� ��"� � 
� !���� ��� (���� ���� ��� ���� ����
#���� ����'�� ��� *�� � ������ ������� ��� ��� ��� ���� ��(���� �
 
��

��� �� 
���� �� �	�
��� ������� �� ����� ���� ������� !���� ��� ��*���
&��� ��� ���� ��(���� �� #����+� ������ �� ��� �� *�� �� ����'��,��' ���
��*� 5���� �� ��� �� *�� �� ����'��,��' ��� �� ��� ���'����1��1��*� ��
������� ���� ��� *�� � ������ ������� ������� �������� *��� �� �����1
����� 	����� �� ���� ���� ��� �� ��� (����6 ��� ���� ������ ����� ��
�4��������� �� ���� 
� ��������' �� ���� ����������� ��� (���� �� ��&��'
�*� ����������$ 	�
 #���� ����'�� ��� *�� � ������ ������� ��� *��
������' �� ��� ����������6 	�
 �� ����� ��� ����'��,� ��� �� ��� ���'����1
��1��* ������� ��� ��� ��*��� ��(���� ��� ���� �� ��� ������
.� ��� �� ������ ��� ������ ��� ���� �4����� ��������� 	������ ��� "��
#������� ��� �*� �������� �4���������� �� ��* ���� ��*��� �� �������
��� ������� ��� �������
�

/� !����+� ������� �� #����+� ����� ������� ��� �� ���� #���� ����
���������' *��� ���� �� ��� "����� >��� ������� !��� ����� ��������
?����, ��� @������ ���� *��� ��������� &��'� ��� ��������� �� ���
"����� �������� �� �����������
2� $���� $� !�� "����� *��� ���� �4����� ��**� &��* ���� 7����� *��
��������� ���� !�����
3� A�(�� *�� ��� ������� �� ��� ���� ����� ������� �� 7������ !�� ���� ��
������� ���� ?����,� ��� ��� �� !����� �� A�(�� �� �������� �� ��� ���&
�� �	
� 	)$21  
�
8� !���� �� ������' �� ���� ����, ��� ����,��� *��� ��������� *� �����
���� !���� ������� ��(��' ��� ������� 7����� ����' ��� ������������
�!�� "����� ������ ���� 99��������++ 	������
 ��������� ���� !�����

���������' ���� 7����� *�� ��� ��� ���� ������� ����' ��� ������������
!�� "����� �� ��!�%%�� 	-�
 ����� ���� *����(�� �� 5�������� � ���1
���� �� ����� ��'����� *��� ��� ������ �� ���������� *��� ��� �� ��� ���1
������� *���� ������ ���� ��� ������ *�� ���� � �������� !��� 7�����+�
������� ����,� ���� ���� ��(� ���� � �������� ����� �� �� *������ 	$����
$
$ ��� ���� �� ���� �� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ����� �� $���� �� �� &��
� 	������� ����
*��� ��� �� ��
��� �	��� '��� ��� ��� '�� �� ��!�%%�� 8�
��
� ����� %2$ -�
 � !�� ���� �	
��� �� ������� �� ��
���� �� ����� 	���� 
�
%� ��
	
��� �� '����������� ������� �� ��
���� ���&�� ���� 	���� 
�
)� 7��� ��� ����� ������ ��� ����� ���� #���� ��� '�(�� ��� �� ��������
	����� ��� ����� %2$2
�
-� ;(��� ������ ��� � ������������' ��'��*���� ���������� �� ��� ������
�� ��� B��(���� ��������� 5����� ���������� ��� ������ �� ;���� ��
����� 5����� *����� !����� ��� ���������(� ���'������ �� ��� �����
A�(���� ����� �� �� �4������� ������� A�(�� *�� �������� �� ������ ;���
�� ��� ������� C�� ���� ������� �� ����(�� ��� ����'�� �� !����*���� ��
������ �� ��� ���� �� ��(� ������� 	���� ���� ��� �� �	  ��  3�6 ���
(��� � �����  $)$2
�
.� "������ �� ��� ��'�� ��������� �(�� ����� *�� ����� ����� �� ��� ��� ��
��� #�*��� ������ ��� ��� �������� 5�� �4������ ����*�  �� %�� ��� %.��
)�� ��� 2�� #��� //�� ��� ��!�%%�� .� 	��� ������� 
� 5��� ��*1
�(��� ���!	� #������� ��� ���!	� #��	��%�� �� ����� %2$ -�
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�� ��� �� ����  �� �� �% � �! �� � �� �� ��� �2� �! � �! ��� �� � �� � �� �� 1 �� � �� �� �� �

� �	� �" #����� ����	 	�� 
� ����� )���� ��� *�+����� 	��� 
�
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was performed.

11. That is, whereas a person is punished measure for measure, he is 
rewarded in greater measure for the good action he performed (Rashi). 
Thus, punishment and reward are not alike.

12. That is, the reward will be similar in form to the good deed that he 
performed (Rashi).

13. Rava explains that the amount of reward will be greater than the 
action because God’s measure for rewarding a person is greater than 
the measure He uses for punishment; for a good deed the person will 
receive a reward even greater than the deed itself (Rashi). Therefore, 
in the case of Miriam, her reward for waiting for Moses was measure 
for measure in form, in that she too was waited for in her time of need. 
But her reward was quantitatively greater, in that she waited for only 
an hour, and yet was rewarded with a wait of seven days.
 Tosafos cite the Tosefta, which states that God’s measure for reward is 
five hundred times as great as His measure for punishment (see also 
Rashi to Yoma 76a). Hence, if a bad deed is punished measure for 
measure, for a good deed the person should receive a reward five 
hundred times as great as the deed itself. Accordingly, Tosafos calculate 
that Miriam must have actually waited only fifteen or twenty minutes, 
since her reward was that the Israelites waited for her for seven days. 
The Mishnah’s expression, one hour, is thus not to be taken literally, but 
is to be understood as referring to a brief period of time. [See Maharsha, 
who asks why Tosafos state that Miriam must have waited ‘‘fifteen or 
twenty minutes’’ when twenty minutes is almost exactly one five-
hundredth of seven days. See there and Poras Yosef for possible 
explanations. See Minchah Chareivah for another application of this 
principle of Tosafos.]
 Toras HaKenaos (see also Maharshal) sugggests an alternative expla- 
nation of our Mishnah: The expression ‘‘one hour’’ is indeed to be taken 
literally, for Miriam did wait a full hour. She therefore merited that the 
Jews would have waited for her for up to three weeks, had this been 
necessary. But since her tzaraas was healed, there was no need for a 
longer wait.

1. II Samuel 12:11. [This prophecy was told to King David after his 
indiscretion with Bathsheba.] Absalom was carrying out the Divine plan 
that was foretold much earlier. Thus, the term צֶּבֶת  is (literally: pillar) מ�
expounded as alluding to God’s established  plan — based on the verse in 
Psalms (119:89): Forever, Hashem, Your word stands established  (ב  in (נִצּ�
the heavens. [It is this term that motivated the exposition of עֵמֶק 
(literally: valley) to be understood as deep counsel.] And the phrase (II 
Samuel 18:18): ֹל־שְׁמו צֶבֶת ע� מּ� א ל� יִּקְר�  means that he caused himself to be ו�
called the evil who was to arise from the house of David to fulfill God’s 
established plan. When the verse concludes: ֹלם בְשׁ� ד א� י� הּ  רֵא ל� יִּקּ�  And it ,ו�
was called Yad Absalom, this is understood literally as the name of the 
pillar [yad means ‘‘a place’’ — see commentators to the verse] (Rashi).

2. Genesis 37:14. The verse refers to Jacob’s sending of Joseph to find his 
brothers, an act that culminated in the selling of Joseph, which 
eventually led to the exile to Egypt (Rashi).

3. The word עֵמֶק cannot be taken literally to mean valley, because Heb-
ron is situated on a mountain. Thus, here too the term should be trans-
lated as ‘‘counsel’’ (Rashi to Genesis, from Bereishis Rabbah 84:13).

4. Ibid. 15:13. The verse pertaining to Joseph thus means that he was 
sent to be the vehicle through which the prophecy given to Abraham was 
fulfilled.

5. II Samuel 18:18.

6. Ibid. 14:27.

7. [He therefore erected a monument so the people would be more likely 
to remember him.]

8. For destroying someone’s seed (crops), his seed (children) is de- 
stroyed, measure for measure (see Maharal; cf. Kerem Nota and Toras 
HaKenaos).

9. Ibid. v. 30. [According to this explanation the verse can be understood 
literally: Absalom built the monument because he no longer had 
children at the time, for they had died.]

10. Thus, we see that the reward for good is not strictly measure for
measure [in equivalent amount], but rather exceeds the good that

 
NOTES

חֶלְקָה בָּאֵשׁ” בְשָׁלוֹם אֶת־ה בְדֵי א צִּתוּ ע יּ צִּיתוּהָ בָאֵשׁ ו  He — שְׂעֹרִים לְכוּ וְה
then said to his servants, ‘‘Take note of Yoav’s field that is 
next to mine, where he has barley, and go and set it on fire.’’ So 
Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. Thus, although 

Absalom had children, they did not live to inherit him.[9]

 The Gemara now turns to the next section of the Mishnah, 

which applies the principle of measure for measure to reward for 

good deeds:

וכו’ מִרְיָם  טּוֹבָה  ה ן  לְעִנְי  AND SO TOO WITH REGARD TO THE — וְכֵן 

GOOD: MIRIAM etc. waited for Moses one hour; therefore Israel 

delayed for her seven days in the Wilderness.

 The Gemara asks:

עְתָּא  ?But are these comparable — מִי דָּמֵי  ,There — הָתָם חֲדָא שׁ
Miriam waited just one hour for Moses,  הָכָא שִׁבְעָה יוֹמֵי — while 

here, Israel delayed seven days for her.[10] — ? —
 The Gemara answers:

יֵּי בּ ר א טּוֹבָה אֵינוֹ כֵּן  :Abaye said — אָמ ן ה  Say that — אֵימָא וּלְעִנְי

the Mishnah means: ‘‘But for good it is not so.’’[11]

 The Gemara objects:

רָבָא לֵיהּ  ר  קָתָּנֵי  :Rava said to him — אָמ טּוֹבָה  ן ה לְעִנְי וְכֵן   — הָא 
But [the Mishnah] taught: AND SO TOO FOR GOOD, clearly stating 

that the principle of measure for measure applies to reward in the 

same way that it does for punishment. — ? —
 Rava therefore suggests another answer:

ר רָבָא  This is what — הָכִי קָתָּנֵי  :Rather, Rava said — אֶלָּא אָמ
[the Mishnah] is teaching:  טּוֹבָה ן ה  AND SO TOO FOR — וְכֵן לְעִנְי

GOOD,  מִדָּה  that the person is rewarded in that — דִּבְאוֹתָהּ 
measure, i.e. in a similar fashion;[12]  מְרוּבָּה טוֹבָה  מִדָּה   וּלְעוֹלָם 
ת פּוּרְעָנוּת  but actually God’s measure of beneficence is — מִמִּדּ
greater than His measure of retribution, so that the reward 

will be quantitatively greater than the action itself.[13]

 For it is written regarding — דִּכְתִיב ,,הִנְנִי מֵקִים עָלֶיךָ רָעָה מִבֵּיתֶךָ”

David: Behold! I shall raise evil against you from your own 
household.[1]

 The Gemara cites a comparable exposition of the term עֵמֶק in a 

different context:

תָּה אוֹמֵר דָּבָר א יּוֹצֵא בּ  In a similar way you may expound the — כּ

verse that states:  ”יִּשְׁלָחֵהוּ מֵעֵמֶק חֶבְרוֹן  so he sent him from — ,,ו
the valley of Hebron.[2]   ר פָּפָּא בִּי חֲנִינָא בּ ר ר  R’ Chanina — אָמ
bar Pappa said:  דִּיק שֶׁקָּבוּר בְּחֶבְרוֹן  The — בְּעֵצָה עֲמוּקָּה שֶׁל אוֹתוֹ צ

verse alludes to the deep counsel of that righteous one 

[Abraham] who is buried in Hebron.[3]  כִּי־גֵר ע  תֵּד  ,,יָדֹע  דִּכְתִיב 
רְעֲךָ”  For it is written concerning Abraham: Know with — יִהְיֶה ז
certainty that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not 

their own.[4]

 The Gemara returns to the verse about Absalom’s monument:

ר אֵין־לִי בֵן” for he said, ‘‘I have no child.’’[5] — ,,כִּי אָמ

 The Gemara asks:

 וְהָכְתִיב    ?But did [Absalom] not have children — וְלאֹ הֲווּ לֵיהּ בְּנֵי
ת” ח א ת  וּב בָנִים  שְׁלוֹשָׁה  בְשָׁלוֹם  לְא יִּוָּלְדוּ   Why, it is written:[6] — ,,ו
Three sons and one daughter were born to Absalom. — ? —
 The Gemara answers:

בְדִּימִי ר א ב יִצְחָק בּ ר ר  שֶׁלּאֹ  :Rav Yitzchak bar Avdimi said — אָמ
לְכוּת לְמ הָגוּן  בֵּן  לוֹ   It means that he had no child fit for — הָיָה 
royalty.[7]

 The Gemara suggests an alternative explanation:

ר אָמ חִסְדָּא  ב   We have a — גְּמִירֵי  :Rav Chisda said — ר
tradition  ֹחֲבֵירו שֶׁל  תְּבוּאָתוֹ  שּׂוֹרֵף  ה  that anyone who — כָּל 
burns the produce of his fellow  ֹבֵּן לְיוֹרְשׁו נִּיח  will not — אֵינוֹ מ
leave a son to inherit him.[8]  לִדְיוֹאָב לְיֵיהּ  ק  And we — וְאִיהוּ 

know that [Absalom] burned the produce of Yoav.  דִּכְתִיב — 
For it is written:  ת יוֹאָב אֶל־יָדִי וְלוֹ־שָׁם יֹּאמֶר אֶל־עֲבָדָיו רְאוּ חֶלְק  ,,ו

 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 11a1



��������� 	��
��� �� ���� ����

��� ������ �	�
����� �� ��� ���� ���� �����
� �������
�������
����� �� �� 	
�� ��  �� �
 ���������� ������ �����	
�� ������ ��	� ���� ��
���� ���� ��	
� � ��� �� ���� ���� � �� �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � ��
����	
�� ���� � �� ����� ���� �� �� � �� � �� 	 !" ��# �!$ �% � �
� ������
���� � ����� ��������� �
� ������ �����	������

�� �������� ���������� ��� ���� ���� � ��� ���� �		!�� ��
��� "����� #�������
�� �� �
 ������� ����� ��		����� �� ��&�  ���� �
 �'�� �� ���'���� � �
 �� �(� ���
�� � ����������$� �	� ���� �
� ��		� ��	� ��	
�� ���� � �����
��������� � �� �� �� � �
�� �� � �� �� �� �� ��� ����� � �
 �� �( � ��� �� � ��������
��� �	 ����	�� ���	� ��� �� ��������� ��%� ����� �� ���� � ����	�
������� ��� �� � �� �� �� �� �	� �� ���� � �
 �� �(� ��� �� � �������� ��	�
���� ������ �������� �	 ��� ��&� ���� �� �) ����� �
�)�� � ���	
�
	���� �� �� 
	� �( � �� � �"�� � �
 �� �(� ��� �� � �������� �������
������ �� � �	� 	� �
	������ ��'� ��� ����� ��������� � �
 �� �(
��* �+ �� �� � ���� ,� ���� ��� �� � ���� � ��� �� � ��������  ��� �� ������
�	�� !	�� ����
� 	� �	���()� ��� �- ���'�� � ���	�� "� �	
���� �
��� � �( �� ���� ��� ���� � �-���� ��� � �"�� � �
 �� �(� ��� �� � �������� �������
������ ��� !	�� �� 
	� �	 �	�����
�� �(�� ��	���� ���	 �����
� ���	� �� �� 	� � �� �� �'���� � �
 �� �(� ��� �� � �������� #
� �� ����
��� ��������� $������� �((�

��� ������ 
�*�� �� ��+��,�� ���	-� � ��� .���,�!��	
,��*� ���� �����
� ��� 
�*�����* � ��� /*-,���� �0�	��
�� ��&� � �) �� * �� �� � ���'����� #
� � 
�� ��
� ��	�� 	%�� &���� ��	��(1�

� ��!� ��!  �� � ��� ��� �
� �! ��,!��� ��� ������* � ���
����� � �+ �� � �) �� � �� �� ) �� � "�� ��� ���� �� �� �� �� �
��� ���!# ��� ���*2 �� �
	���# �. !� �( �� �
 �/ �� � �� �� ) �� �� � $�� ���
��� �
�� ��	- 
� ��	��� ���� �����(��

��� ������ *��� ��� 
��  �� ���� �,������
� �+ �� � �) �� � �� �� �( 0� ����
� ��� �
� ��� ���� �� �� � ��� ���!#
��� ���* ������ ���  ��� ���  ��� ��� �) ���� � �
 �� �( � �
�� �� �
�������� � 
�� ����� �� �
	���# �. !� �( �� �
 �/ �� � �� �� �( 0� ��! � $�� �
�
��� �
� ��� �
�� ��	- 
� ��	��� ���� ��� ������ ���  ���
���  ��� *	� �� �'�� 
 ���'�� � �
 �" ��� �( � �
�� ���
��� � �� �������
�
�� %�
� &�����  ����' ���� ��� %� ��� ���' ������� �� ��
����2

��� ���� ������!��
��1 �$	�2
 �� � �)��2��� � �� ����� � � � ��	 ��� 
	� �
	� 	� '	�����

��� ������ �0,	����
� �� �" 3� �� � �)�� ��� �( 0� �� �" � �� �( ��� �� �( � 3� ���� �
�� 
� ����� !���
��� �
� ��� ��� ���� (��&
 �� �!!� 4� ,��� ���� ������
�*���� ��� 5���� ,��,	� � � �� ��� ����� ����� 5��,�2�(��

��� ��0� ���� �����
��� �� �� �- �� ��� �� � �� ��/ �� 	+ ��2� �� � ����'���� � �� ���� �	 ��� ��	���
�����	�( ��� ��	��� ��� )�����
 	� *����� �� ��� �	���	�
��� ������� ���� �� ���($�

��� ������ �	�
������
��� �� � $ )����� �� �
�� � � � �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �
 �� �!� � *+ ,$�

-.��� �" "--+� �*+ �/00+��."1 � �����* �*���� ��� 5��6
� � � �� �� � �� �� * ��� �4 �� � �*+�+-"�+� *+ ,$� ���.23+1 -.���� �!�
� � � �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �
 �� � *+ ,$� -.��� �" "--+� �*+ �/00+��."1�

��	+ ��2� �� � ����'���� � �
 �� �( � $� .� .� ,�.��+1� �& �#*+ ,- �*�

$&-$!&� � � � �� �� � �� �� * ��� �4 �� � �*+�+-"�+� *+ ,$� ���.23+1

-.���� ��,� �) ���2� �� �! , �+ �� �! � �� �!�� � �
 �� �) �" � $� .� .� ,�.��+1�

*.,- �-/ #.+ *.,- �-/0 $&-$!& #.+ *.,- #!! �-/0 �&01#.,�

��

 �� ����� ������ �(%�

#������ ���� ����
��	� � �� �" �� �
 �/ � � ����� )	��� �� �� ��� ����� �	
���
�
� ��� �(&�

��� ������ ���
3� �� � �� ��� �� � �� �� � *� 
� !� 
��� ���� 7�� ! ��� ���	-
44	��	������ �
����5�('� � � �

��� ������ ������
���� �� �� � �� �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � �� 2
��� �
� �� �� �� 2
�����
���� � �� �� �- �� � �� 0 ��� ��	� �� � �" ���� �� !����8��� #������ ����� ���
6��   �	� ���!# 	��	������ �
� ������ �� .���! ��2�2 ����2�1)�

���!) �� � �+ �� � ,��
 �
�� 	�� �� ���� � � 7 ������  &�� %�
�
.���!���' �����!�  ��� � �����
!����9�1�� � �� �� ���!) �� � 3 ��
7 ��� �
�� ���
 ����� ��� ��		 �������	- ,!��� ! ����!*�  ���:
���	�� � �� �� �� ��/ ��2� �"�� � �
 �" �  �� �� � �������� �	� "��	��
������ �� ����%� �
 ���� � � � �� ��� ��� ���� ���� ������ �1(�

�� ��&� 5 �% �� �� �� � �� � � �"�� � �
 ��!� $�� �� � �	� ������� �� ��� ��0�
����� �	� ������ �� �
��� �
�	 2�����
� ���� ���� � � � �11�

;<�/.
��2 ����	� (��2

��2 ����� �: ��� ���� � ������ �� !�� � ��- �� ����� ! ���� ��� "�����
#������ ���� ���� ������: � �� ,���: !���	 ��� �� ����2 .��
���� �%2�

�$2 � ���	
 1��)2

�%2 ������� %��2 8���� � �������� ���� ��� �� ������� (�$ =����� >2
��!: ��� ??������ �� ��� ���� � !�������� ����	�����		- �� 
�
�� �����* �� ���� ����� ���� 4� �����	 �� ��� ����!*� 4� �����2
.���� ��� �� ���� �����- �� ,�������* ��� ����� �� ��� 5����
������: ��� ����� � ��� �� �������* ��� �� ��!�� ���� �� ��!	�
!����� =����� �������� 
- � �������� ����� !����" ���� ��2 ,2 1�%6 ��
�����  �� � 	��*��- ���!��� � ��� ������ ������ � ������>2 ���
������ *�� �� �� �0,	��� ��� ���� ���� �� ��� ���� � !�� �	������
�� .���,�!�� �� �� ������ �� ���2

�&2 #����� 1��(2

�'2 � ���	
 (�12

()2 $	������% �)��(2

(�2 &��� 1�%2

((2 #	��� $�(� ����� �: 4���� � ��� �!��� � �!� ,����2�

(12 ����	� ��&2

(�2 ��� ����� ���� ��!	� ��� 
� ����� 	�����		- �� ���� ���� ���
���*���	 #������  ��� 5��,�� ���� �� ��		 �	���:  �� �� � !�	���	- ����
� ������ ,���� ��!	� 
� *������ !�� � 	��* 	� �2 ������: �� ���� ����
�� �� ��� �� �� *������ � ��� ���*���	 #������ � ���� ��� ���*���
�� ��		 ������6 �� � ��		�� ��� ��	- 
���!� � �� ��� ������2 ���
����� ����: ���!*�: ��	� ���� ��� ���*���	 ���*��� ��� ��!�
	�� ���

��� ��� #������ �� !���	���� �� ��� ��� � 5��,�� ���� ='�����
(
� 2 �%	� ������ ���� ��� '������� �� ����� ������ ��&>2 �.�� )�
���%��� �� ��	��� �1�  �� � 	�*�	 ���� ������� � ��� ��,!��2�
(�2 ��� ������ �� ��� ,���		�	 ,��*� �� ��	��� =�1�> !**�� ���
�0,	������� ��������* �� ��� �,����� ���� ��� �� ��� ��� #������ =��
��� ��� ��*��� @ �� ,�����! ����>2 A!� ��������* �� ��� ���� ���� �
��� ��*��� ��� ����: ��� ���� ��� 
� !�������� 	�����		-: ���� ���
��� #������ ��� ��� ���� � 5��,�2
($2 3
��2 �2 '2
(%2 3
��2 %�('2
(&2 3
��2 ���)2
('2 /��� ���!*� ��� ������ ���� � ������� �� ��� ��*!	��: �� �����* ��
��� 5���� ������ � � !���: ��� ���� ��: �� ���" � � ��� �0,�!���� � �
	������* ����2 ��� ������ ����� ��� �� ��- �� � !�� ���� ='�*
����
 >2
1)2 ���� �: ��� ��*!	�� �� ��� ��� 
� �0,�!���� � �		!���* �� ����
����� ���� ��� 5���� ������ ���� � ��*!	�� !��� @ ���2 ���
='�����
( � 2 ��� �� ��� ������ >2
1�2 ��� /*-,���� ���� ���� ��� ,!���� ,��,	� ���!��  �� ���!��
 ��� ��� �,���� � ��� B	��� ���  ��� ��� ����!����� � .����2 ���-
����� ��� �!*�� ��!��	 �� ��� �� �!���� ��� =����� >2
1(2 ������ $$���2 ���� /*-,���� �������	- ��� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��
������� ���- C!� ����  ��� �����- ���� ��� ,!����� ,��,	� ����  ���:
��� ��� ������ ���� � !,,�����* ���� =)� ���%���( �� �	� �%	�
������ ��� ���� ���� >2�
112 �3� � �����*	- ��  ��!	� ��- ��� ������ �� �� ���� ��� ���� ��
,���� ���� ��� C!�*� ����!*�  ���2 '������ ����� ���!��  ���



��������� 	��
��� �� ���� ����

������� ���	 
��� � �� �� �� � �� �� ����� ���� ���� ��� ��	
��
��� ���� ������	�� ��	�
� �
 ������� ��� 
����� �� �� �� ��	

� �� � ��
���� �� ���� ��� ��� ��� �� �� �
���� �	 ��	��	�����	 �� ��� ��
�������
���
� � � � ��� ���	 
�� ���� ������� ��� ����	� �������
��������� ��	������ � �� �� �� ���	� ��	 	��� � �� �� � �����
� ��� ��
����� �������� ����
� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �	� �	� �� ��� �� ��  �� �� �� � �� �� ��
� ��� �� �	� �� � �	
 ��� �	�� ��� ������� �� ��� ��� ��
����
��	
 ���� �� ���� 	� ����	 �
�� � ��		� ��	 ��� �	
��
�� �!"! � �� �#$ ��#� � ���� ��

 � �� ����% �� � �� �� �� ���������� �� ���� �	�
����� �� ���	 �	��� �	�� �� �� �� ����� �� � ���� ��	
� ����

���� �	 ���� ��� ����
� 	� �	�� 	��
 ��� ��
��� !��
 ������	�
������� ��� ���	 �� ����	 ��� �
������� "�"��
# &� � ���� &��� �� & �� �! �
��� ���� ��� 	� �	� �� �� �� ��� �� ��	� � ��� �� � �� � � ����������

���� �	�� ���� �� �	��� 	� �
�� � ��		� 	 �
 ��� �����
�	
��� �� �� �� �	�  �� �� � ��	� � � � �� '� � ��� 	 �
 	� ���	 ��
�	��� �
�� � �����#��$ � ���� � �� � !���
��� ���� ���� ��� 	��
�����%� ���� �� �� �� ��� �� �	� � "#	�$ �	��� 	� �
�� �����
�����
 ���	 � 	����	� �(� �� &� �� �)�� �! &� �� �� & �� � �� '�� ��� &� �����
����	�� ������
 
� ���� ���� �	��� �	�� �� ���� ��	 "���
����
$ ����
����
# ���� �� �* �� �� �+�� � �� �� �, ��	

 � ���� �	� & �( �!�!�
�	 �� ����� �	� ��������� ��� ������� ����� ��� ��' 

!�� ������ 
������
 ���
 �(��
����	
��$ � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� �- 	�� �� �� �!� !� ���� �� ���� �% &��'�
 ����� �� ��
�� � �( �-�(��� �� ��� ���	�	� �� ���� ����� �� �
�������) � ��


��� ��� �� ' 	��$ � �� '� � �� �- �� � �� ����� �	�� �	��	 �	�� ��	����
�����  ������� �	�� � � � ����� ����
����
 ���� ��	�
��� # *�	��
*�������� ����
�
 ��� ���� ����� ����� ��	 ��
� "� � ������	�� ��

���+�	����, ��� ���
� ������
 �� ��� �������	� . �� 	� �/� �� �� � ��� �- �* ��
	� �/ �� � �� � ) ��� �	� � ����� "��� &�������$ �		���� ����
����
����
 ��
� �		������- 

!�� ������ .��
���	
 ��� "�
�
 ��� ���
 ����
��	
�	� � ��� �� �* �- ��� �/� �� ��	��$

 �� �� �-  �� �� �� �� �� � (��� ������� ����
���� ���� ���� �� � �*�
����	 	� ���+�	� �	 � �	�+��/ 

!�� ������ �	
���

���� �$�� �#* ' �� ��$�0�!

 �� � �( �- � ,	
 �� �� �
�������0 ����� ������
��������  � ���	 �����  #

!�� ������ ������� ��
���"�
 ��� ������
��	��
 
�����	��	�
�������1
 ������ ����	
� ��� 2��

�� ��� �+ � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � �� ���0 �� � �� �� � �� �� � �% -���� ��
 !��� ����
� ��� ��� 	� �% .�%���� � �, � . ��� �� 	� �� � ��#� �� � /�
��
���
�	
 ��
� �	������ � ������	� ���� �	���� �� �������
�� � �� �! ��0 �� �! � � �� �� � ������ 0	� �� 1��
	���3 " �� ����� 1 � �0 �� � � �� ��
� ������ ��	 �	������ ������� �� ����	 ��� 2���
� "�"��
�
��� ����2��� * � �/ �� ��0 �� � 0	�� ��	 ��� ������ 	������

����
��	� �� ������� ���� �� ����	 ��� �
������� "�"��
 	��
����
�	� ��� 	�� �� �� 
�� &� ��	2 �� �� &�-� �� � ��� ������� ��
����	� �� �	����� �����
������ 	� ���0 �� !��� �� ��� �� �� 	(�$ � �� �� �/ �� � ��
� �$ �3 ��  �� �� �� �� � !� �	
 1��
	� ��	 ���� �	 �����
����$ ���
��������� ��
���� �	 ��� � ��� -�����
 	� ��� .�	� �	
��� !����� �
 ���"��
 �� ��� *�	�����	���' �� �4 �� ��	

 � �� ����% ��
 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� �� �� � �� �� �� � �(	� �� � � �� �� �� � � �� �5 1 �� � �� � �� ��#� �� �� �)�+
��� �( ���� �� � �� '� � �� �� �� ���������) �	� �������� �� ������ 
������� �� !����� ��, � �	� ����	���� �	� "	����	���� ���

45!6*
��������	���	 �� �	�� ��� 
���	� ���
� ���� ��
 ���
��	 �� ��� ������
����� �	�� ���� ���
�# �� ����	� ��� ����
 �	�� ��� 
���	� ���
�#
&������� 
�� ����
��� ��� �	 �(���	����	 �� ��� "��� �� ���
� ���
�

����� "� 	�����# 
��# ����� $�-#
�$# !��� �
� ��� 
���� �	�� ���� &� ����� 	�� ��
���� ��� �	���� �����
������� � ����� ����	� "�� &� ����� 
���� ��	�
� � 
�	��� 	����	 �������
����� 7 �
�� !
�� 8#
�'# �"	��� 0�3)# !��� �
� �	 ����� ��	��
��	 ��� 6������	
 ��	 �	�� ���

��"�� �� ��� 9��� *�� ���� ��� �������
�� 
����� �	� ���� ����	�� �����
7
�� ���� �	� !
 #�$��% �� ��� ���
�8# �!��
� ��� ����	�	� �� ���
6������	
 ��
 	�� ���
�� "� �����
 �����	� ����� 	������ �����: �������
��� 6������	
 ��	 �	�� ��� 
�� �	� ���� ����	��# 
�)# �"��# 0,00#
�,# *�� ������ "����#
�-# ;��+�	� �
 ��������
��� ������� ��� ������ �� �����# !��
� ���
6������	
 ���� �����	 �	 ��� ���� ��� �� ����� 7��� 9��� *��8 �	 �����
���� ����� ��� �
������� �������	 7����
��� 8#
�/# !�� 
����� ���	�	� �� ���� �
 ���� ���� ����� ���+���� 7
��� ���
�(������ �"	��� 300�8# ��	 9�""�	�� ����
� ��� ���� �� �� �� �����
 ��

����	� ��� ����"������� �������
 � �����"���� ��� 7������ &�	
���%
�	� 
�8# !�� ������ �
+
 ����� ���
 ���� �
 �
�� �� ��		��� ���+�	�#
�0# '����� 3$3-#
�3# !���� ��
 � ��������	 ���� ���
� ����� ��	 ���� ��� ����
��
 ��
������� �� ��� ���� 7��� �	���( ��# ���� ����	� 8#

�&��� �%�� )*����%+ 	���
 ���� ��� !���� 
���+
 �� �	�� ��� ������
���� ���� ������ ��
�	� ��� ���� � � �� : <�
�� 7�"	��� 0,0-8 �	� =����
7��%,�
� 3�0�8# �	 ���
� ��
�
� ���� <�
��1
 ������ ��
 "�	������� ��
�
����� ����� =����1
 ��
 �� ��
 �������	�# 
��# �#�# �� ��
 +����� ����	� ��� �
������� �������	 ����	
� >����	
7��%,�
� �0,8# �!��
 ��	�
���	� ��
 ���
��� ��� ���
��� ?��
����
�	� ���� ��� �
�������
 "� +������ �� ���
��� ��
 +�����# 

�!�� ������ 
����� �"��� ���� ������� ���
��� ��
 ��� ���
� ��
�����
� 
��� � ���	# 5�� ������ ����
 ��� 
����� ��� ���	
�� �� =�����
"����
� �� �	���
�� �� 7��� �	��� 8# @����	�������� �� �
 ��

�"�� ����
������� ��
 ��� ���
� �� �����
� �����	 ����	
� ��� 2��
� "�� ��� ������
���	 ��
 =����1
# 
��# *�� -	, ;�
# 0�3# 5	� ��� �
 �"�� �� �����
� ����	
� ��� ���	����	�
�� �����
� "�� �����	
 
���	�� �
 ��	�
��� 7��� �	��� 8# !�� ��	�
���	�

�� 
������	� ��
 ���
��� ��� ���
���� "����
� �	� ��� �
 ��������� ����

������	� ����
 ��� ���� ��� ���	: ���
 ��
 ��
� ��	�
���	� ��� 2�"1

������� �� ���	 ��
 ����� �	 ����	
� �� ��� �
�������
 7.
�/� *���
 ��
&�����
� 0/'�8# 6��	 �� 2�" ��� 	�� �����
� "����
� �� +	�� ���� ��
����� 	�� "� 
����

��� �	 ���	��	� �������1
 ��	�� �� ��
 	���������


��	�
��� ���
��� ��� ���
���: ��� �	� ����
 ���	 �� 
�����
 ���	 ������
�� +	��
 ���� ���	� 
� ���� 	�� ��������� ��
 
������	�# *��������� 2�"

����� ���� ������ ��
 �"������	 �� �������1
 ���	� �������� �� +	�� ����
���	� 
� ����� 	�� ���	�� �������1
 ��	� �	 ��� �	� 7$������ #�'
�(

�� ��
� �� $��% &�%�0���� �	 &/�	� �����
 $)�� A$: ��# .��� �	���
�	� #����	� ��� &�%��0 8# ��	 ��� 1	��
 7���# 3� ���8� �� �
 
����� ����
2�" ���� ������� �� 
���� ��� 2��
1 ����
� "�� �� ��+� ���� ����� ��

�
�

��	
 �	� �	
���� ����# ?�� ���
� 2�" ��
 ��	�
��� ���
��� ��� ���
����
��� ��� ����� ���� ����
� �(����� ��� 
��� �	
�������	
 �� ��� *���	 ����
������ �� 2�" 7-	, 3$: 
�� 2��� 2��
� 0'�8# 
�� $��% &�%�0���� "��	�
 ��� �	����� ���	� ���� ���
 ������# @�

���
� ���	�� �� ����� 
��� ���� 2�"1
 ��	�
���	� ��
 ���
� ���	 ���� ��
=����� ��� 2�" 
������� ��� ���
� ����
 �� 
������	�� ����� =���� ���� �
.���+ �����# !��
 
���
 �	����� 
�	�� =���� ������	�� ����� ���� ������
���	 2�" �	 ����
�	� ������� ��� �� ������ �
����# �� $��% ������

���� ���
 ���� ��� ���� �� ���� �
 ��
� �������
� ���	 ���	 �	� ��
� 
�����#
!��
� 2�"� ��� 
�������� ��
 "����� ��� ���	 =����� ���	 ������ 2�" ���
�� �	����� �����"�� 
������	�#

�$# &� �"������ �� �������1
 ���	� �	� ���	 ���� �� >����	 �� �
����
�������1
 ����� 7���� ����	�( ��# 2�� ���	���� �� &�����
� 0/'�8#

�'# !��
 ������ ��� ��
 ���
��� ��� ���
��� @
 ������ ��� <�
��
�"������	� ��
 ��
����	 �
 �	� �� �������1
 ����
��
� ��
 ��
��	��	�

"����� ���"��
 �� ��� *�	�����	� ����� �����
 ���	
�� �� �
���� 73	
��
#� ���	� 8#

�)# � $�
	�/0�� 3$$#

�,# @������	� �� ���
 �(��
����	� <�"��% 
����� 	�� "� �	���
���� ������
��	� �� ��
 ������� ���	�	�� �
 � ����� ����� ��� �������
 �� 
���"�
 �����#
9������ ���
� �������
 ���� ��
�����
 �� <�"��%� � ����� !���� 
������#
!�� ������ 73�%�
�� 0'�� "�
�� �	 � $�
	�/0�� �-�0/8 ������
 ����
<�"��% ��� ������ �� "� "��

�� ���� !���� ��
��� �	� ��	� ��
�����
�
�	� ���
� ��.��
�
 ���� ���	��� �� ��� 7���� 8# �!�� ������ 7�"��#8
������� ���	�����
 <�"��% �
 @
	��� "�	 B�	�%� ��� ���
� �� ��� 2����
 ��
���� ��� �
�������
 ����� ��� ����� �� 2�
��� 7
�� -����� �-8# 

@������	� �� ��� ������� ��� �������
 �� 
���"�
 ��� ���� ���
��
�����
 �� <�"��% ���� ��
��	��	�
 �� <�
��� �
 ��� ������ ���� �����



55. Here, too, the Gemara’s question is based on the fact that the term 
יו ל�  on him, is often used as a limiting term. The Gemara therefore asks ,ע�
why it is used in this context (Maharal).

56. This was a mold that would be filled with clay and flattened to
form a brick (Rashi). [The Gemara will explain below that the term
מִסִּים רֵי   used in this verse also alludes to this (literally: taskmasters) שׂ�
brick mold.]

57. The previous verses quote Pharaoh’s decrees. This verse now states 
that they placed the mold יו ל� .on him — i.e. on Pharaoh (Rashi) ,ע�

58. This verse presents a difficulty to the Gemara above, which stated 
that Pharaoh had acted with wisdom by choosing to use water to defeat 
Israel without fear of retribution. Why then does Scripture state in the 
very next verse that he enslaved the Israelites and forced them to build 
for him? Iyun Yaakov answers that Pharaoh initially tried this method 
of subduing Israel, because he felt it was his right as king to have them 
work for him. When this did not prevent them from increasing, he 
ordered the midwives to kill the male Jewish infants, thinking that he 
would not be punished for the actions of the Hebrew midwives. When 
this too proved ineffective (because the midwives disregarded his 
orders), Pharaoh resorted to his plan to destroy Israel through water [by 
ordering that the male infants be drowned] (cf. Ben Yehoyada).

59. This refers to the mold that was hung on Pharaoh’s neck. It is called 
רֵי מִסִּים  because Pharaoh used it as a symbol to (literally: taskmasters) שׂ�
force the Jews to work (Rashi; see Tiferes Tziyon, who explains that רֵי  שׂ�
connotes oppression [ר  an officer, has the authority to oppress], and ,שׂ�
 which means to place. Thus, the mold forced the ,מֵשִׂים is cognate to מִסִּים
Jews to work when it was placed on Pharaoh’s neck). [Rashi’s version 
apparently did not have the word לבנים found in parenthesis in our 
editions (see Hagahos R’ Simchah MiDessau).]
 [Maharal (in Gur Aryeh) finds in the verse’s use of the singular in this 
passage an allusion to the fact that the Egyptians realized that the 
power of the Jews lay in their unity. He states further that Pharaoh 
placed the brick mold upon his neck to assure that all of the Israelites 
would follow his example as one, thus ensuring that there would be no 
rebellion.]

60. [This teaching is in line with the previous one. Pharaoh pretended to 
be afflicted] in order that the Israelites should volunteer to work hard to 
help ease Pharaoh’s burden (Rashi; see Mizrachi to this verse).

from the end of the verse. They were called ‘‘scribes’’ because they were 
members of the Sanhedrin [the term sofrim is often used for Sages (see 
Kiddushin 30a)] (Rashi).

49. Sifri (to Numbers 10:29) expounds the names of these three peoples 
as further allusions to the life of Yisro and his descendants:
 (a) Tirathites: They heard the ‘‘teruah’’ sound of the shofar at Sinai. 
Alternatively, tirah is Aramaic for ‘‘gate’’; they sat at the gates of 
Jerusalem.
 (b) Shimathites: They heeded (sham’u) the advice of their father. Our 
verse further describes these families as the descendants of Reichav; 
Jeremiah Ch. 35 records how Yonadav son of Reichav had commanded 
his children not to drink any wine, build any houses, sow any fields nor 
plant any vineyards, but to live a life of complete simplicity in tents 
(Rashi). [This, as Sifri teaches, was because, knowing that it had already 
been decreed that the Temple was to be destroyed, Yonadav felt as if it 
had already been destroyed.]
 (c) Suchatites: They lived in booths (succos) in the desert [as their 
father had commanded] (Rashi).

50. Judges 1:16. This verse explicitly identifies the Kenites as the 
descendants of Yisro. Thus, the previously cited verse alludes to the 
reward given Yisro’s descendants and identifies the family of Reichav as 
his descendants as well (Rashi; see Sifri).

51. Exodus 1:10.

52. The way the verse reads, it seems that Pharaoh was concerned that 
the Israelites (it is a reference to the Jewish nation) would leave Egypt. 
But if Pharaoh was afraid of the Israelites, he would have been happy if 
they left the land; his true concern was that they would drive the 
Egyptians from the land (Rashi; cf. Maharsha). Why, then, does the 
verse not state this explicitly?

53. Thus, Pharaoh actually was worried that the Israelites would 
triumph in war and force the Egyptians out of their land. But Pharaoh 
did not want to speak openly about such a bad thing happening to 
himself; hence, he spoke euphemistically.
 [It is interesting to note that Pharaoh’s spoken words indeed came 
true. Israel went up from the land to receive the Torah at Sinai, and from 
there went up further to Eretz Yisrael (Iyun Yaakov).]

54. Ibid. v. 11. [In the entire passage, the word it is a reference to the 
Jewish nation.]

 
NOTES

TEACHES THAT THEY BROUGHT A BRICK MOLD,[56]  רְעֹה  וְתָלוּ לוֹ לְפ�
וָּארוֹ אֶחָד  AND THEY HUNG IT ON PHARAOH’S NECK;[57] — בְּצ�  וְכָל 
אֲנִי ר לָהֶם אִיסְטְנִיס  מִיִּשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁאָמ�  THEN, WHENEVER ONE OF — וְאֶחָד 

THE ISRAELITES SAID TO [THE EGYPTIANS], ‘‘I AM OF A DELICATE 

NATURE and unable to work,’’  יוֹתֵר תָּה  א� אִיסְטְנִיס  כְּלוּם  לוֹ   אָמְרוּ 
רְעֹה  THEY WOULD SAY TO HIM, ‘‘ARE YOU THEN OF A MORE — מִפּ�

DELICATE NATURE THAN PHARAOH?’’ Thus, the singular ‘‘him’’ 

used by the verse is an allusion to Pharaoh.[58]

 The Gemara expounds the verse’s term for ‘‘taskmasters’’ 

according to this interpretation:

מִסִּים”  ,According to the aforementioned exposition — ,,שָׂרֵי 

taskmasters refer not to officers, but to  (לבנים) דָּבָר שֶׁמֵּשִׂים — a 
thing that coerces.[59]

 The verse continues:

בְּסִבְלתָֹם” נֹּתוֹ  ע� ן  ע�  in order to afflict him with their . . . — ,,לְמ�
burdens.
 The Gemara asks:

לֵיהּ] מִיבָּעֵי  נּוֹתָם   It should have stated ‘‘in order to afflict — [ע�
them.’’
 The Gemara answers:

רְעֹה בְּסִבְלוֹתָם דְּיִשְׂרָאֵל נּוֹתוֹ לְפ� ן ע� ע�  The verse means in order — לְמ�
to afflict Pharaoh with regard to the burdens of Israel.[60]

 The verse continues:

רְעֹה” לְפ� מִסְכְּנוֹת  עָרֵי  יִּבֶן   and it built storage cities . . . — ,,ו�

[miskenos] for Pharaoh.
 The Gemara expounds the term miskenos used here:

ב וּשְׁמוּאֵל כְּנוֹת אֶת  :Rav and Shmuel disagree — ר� ר שֶׁמְס� ד אָמ�  ח�

the Suchatites;[49] they are the Kenites who are descended
from Chammath, father of the house of Reichav.  וּבְנֵי,,  וּכְתִיב 
’’ וגו’  מֹשֶׁה  חֹתֵן   And it is written: The children of the — קֵינִי 
Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law, etc. went up out of the city of

palm trees.[50] We thus see that the Kenites described in the 

previously cited verse as scribes [i.e. sages] were descendants of 

Yisro.

 The Gemara resumes its exposition of Pharaoh’s discourse:

מִן־הָאָרֶץ” וְעָלָה  ם־בָּנוּ   if a war will occur, it too may join — ,,וְנִלְח�

our enemies and fight us and go up from the land.[51]

 The Gemara asks:

 should have said, ‘‘And we will go [Pharaoh] — וְעָלִינוּ מִיבָּעֵי לֵיהּ
up from the land.’’[52] — ? —
 The Gemara answers:

הֲנָא כּ� ר  בּ� בָּא  א� בִּי  ר� ר  אָמ�  — R’ Abba bar Kahana said:  כְּאָדָם 
צְמוֹ ע� אֶת  לֵּל  ,It is like a person who curses himself — שֶׁמְּק�
חֲבֵירוֹ but applies his curse to others.[53] — וְתוֹלֶה קִלְלָתוֹ בּ�

 The next verse states:

מִסִּים” שָׂרֵי  עָלָיו  יָּשִׂימוּ   They appointed taskmasters over — ,,ו�
it.[54]

 The Gemara asks:

לֵיהּ מִיבָּעֵי   It should have said that they appointed — עֲלֵיהֶם 

taskmasters ‘‘over them.’’ Why does the verse state ‘‘it’’ in the 

singular?[55]

 The Gemara answers:

בִּי שִׁמְעוֹן בִּי אֶלְעָזָר בְּר�  ’A Tanna of the academy of R — תָּנָא דְּבֵי ר�
Elazar the son of R’ Shimon taught:  לְבֵּן מֵּד שֶׁהֵבִיאוּ מ�  IT — מְל�

 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 11a4



impoverishes a person, and cites the dictum to bolster his position 
(Rashi, second explanation).
 [Meiri (to Yevamos (63a) explains that this dictum advises an ounce 
of prevention to prevent the necessity for a pound of cure. If one sees a 
small hole in the wall, he should plug it promptly and not leave it until it 
widens so that he will have to fortify and plaster an entire section. And 
if it has already widened, he should repair it promptly, and not leave it 
until the entire wall collapses and he will have to rebuild it. Procrastina-
tion, especially during construction, leads to ever greater losses.]

64. Every little bit they built would crumble and fall over, and each 
successive attempt would yield the same result (Rashi).

65. That is, whatever they built would sink into the ground (Rashi).
 Pharaoh put the Jews to work building such useless structures be-
cause he wanted the Jews to be constantly laboring, so they could not 
rebel against him (Malbim). [Alternatively, he wanted the purposeless 
labor to break their spirits.]

66. Exodus 1:12.

67. That is, the Divine Spirit was informing Israel of the good news and 
telling the Egyptians that their plan against the Israelites would not 
work, because the Jews would certainly increase in number despite the 
Egyptians’ efforts (see Rashi).

68. That is, it was like their eyes and body were filled with thorns when 
they saw Israel increase (Rashi).

69. Ibid. v. 13.

61. Because the Egyptians forced the Jews to build these cities, they 
were later endangered and drowned in the sea (Rashi). [According to 
this view the term miskenos is related to the Hebrew word sakanah 
(danger).]
 [In Yalkut Shimoni it is related that when the Egyptians rushed into 
the Reed Sea and were about to be punished, the angel appointed over 
Egypt pleaded with God to spare the lives of the Egyptians. But his ap-
peal was denied when the angel Gabriel descended to earth and brought 
before God a brick, inside of which a Jewish baby was entombed. (The 
taskmasters threw the Jewish children into the brick molds if the Jews 
did not fulfill their daily quotas.) Thus, the construction of the cities 
truly endangered their owners, for the brick was the final straw that 
sealed the Egyptians’ fate.]

62. Because of this forced labor, the Egyptians later lost all of their 
possessions to the Jews (Rashi). [The term miskeinus in Deuteronomy 
(8:9) means ‘‘poverty.’’ See also Ecclesiastes (4:13 and 9:15) for a similar 
usage of this root.]

63. Based on our explanation of the dispute between Rav and Shmuel, 
this dictum has no place in the text [for the danger and poverty dis-
cussed here are not directly related to the construction], and is taken 
out of context from a Gemara in Yevamos 63a (Rashi, first explanation).
 Alternatively, the dispute between Rav and Shmuel concerns con-
struction in general, not the particular case of the Jews in Egypt. One 
view holds that construction is dangerous because someone can fall 
off the building and be killed. The other view holds that construction 

 
NOTES

would afflict it, so it would increase and so it would spread 
out.’’[66]

 The Gemara questions the tense of the verbs:

לֵיהּ מִיבָּעֵי  פָּרְצוּ  וְכֵן  רָבוּ   It should have stated, ‘‘so they — כֵּן 
increased and so they spread out,’’ in the past tense. — ? —
 The Gemara answers:

ר רֵישׁ לָקִישׁ רְתָּן  :Reish Lakish said — אָמ� שּׂ� קֹּדֶשׁ מְב�  The — רוּח� ה�
Divine Spirit informed them:  ”כֵּן יִרְבֶּה וְכֵן יִפְרֹץ,, — so it will 
increase and so it will spread out.[67]

 The verse continues:

יִשְׂרָאֵל” בְּנֵי  מִפְּנֵי  יָּקֻצוּ   and they were disgusted [vayakutzu] — ,,ו�

because of the Children of Israel.  בְּעֵינֵיהֶם דּוֹמִין  שֶׁהָיוּ  מֵּד   מְל�
 It teaches that [the Jews] were like thorns [kotzim] — כְּקוֹצִים

in the eyes of [the Egyptians].[68]

 The next verse states:[69]

יִשְׂרָאֵל אֶת־בְּנֵי  יִם  מִצְר� עֲבִדוּ  יּ�  The Egyptians enslaved the — ,,ו�
Children of Israel

עֲלֵיהֶן  One said that [these cities] endangered their — בּ�
owners.[61]  עֲלֵיהֶן סְכְּנוֹת אֶת בּ� ר שֶׁמְמ� ד אָמ�  And the other one — וְח�
said that they impoverished their owners.[62]  ר ר מ�  For — דְּאָמ�
the master said:  סְכֵּן מִתְמ� בְּבִנְיָן  הָעוֹסֵק   Anyone who — כָּל 
engages in construction becomes poor.[63]

 The verse concludes with the names of the storage cities:

מְסֵס” ע� .Pithom and Raamses. . . — ,,אֶת־פִּתֹם וְאֶת־ר�
 These names are expounded as a single city:

ב וּשְׁמוּאֵל ר פִּיתוֹם שְׁמָהּ  :Rav and Shmuel disagree — ר� ד אָמ�  — ח�

One said that its name was Pithom.  מְסֵס ע�  — וְלָמָּה נִקְרָא שְׁמָהּ ר�
So why was it called Raamses?  שֶׁרִאשׁוֹן רִאשׁוֹן מִתְרוֹסֵס — For 
it would crumble [misroseis] one bit at a time.[64]  ר אָמ� ד   וְח�
שְׁמָהּ מְסֵס  ע�  And the other one said that its name was — ר�
Raamses.  פִּיתוֹם שְׁמָהּ  נִקְרָא   So why was it called — וְלָמָּה 
Pithom?  ֹשֶׁרִאשׁוֹן רִאשׁוֹן פִּי תְּהוֹם בּוֹלְעו — For the mouth of the 
depths [pi tehom] would swallow it one bit at a time.[65]

 The next verse states:

יִפְרֹץ” וְכֵן  יִרְבֶּה  כֵּן  אֹתוֹ  נּוּ  יְע� אֲשֶׁר  But as much as they — ,,וְכ�
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embittered, is related to ם  Miriam (see note 1). Accordingly, this ,מִרְי�
verse speaks of the period that began eighty-six years prior to the 
Exodus. [See also Maharzav and Rashash to Shemos Rabbah 1:13.]
 The Gemara finds the verse difficult because the Israelites were 
forced to work at construction, using mortar and bricks to build 
Pharaoh’s storage cities. Why then does it make mention of field work? 
(Minchas Sotah).

4. Working in the field is more demeaning than construction work. 
Thus, the Egyptians subjugated the Israelites even more by forcing 
them to perform menial labor in the fields (Maharsha, based on Shemos 
Rabbah 1:11; cf. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeitzei §9).

5. Rashi writes that the Gemara should be emended to add: with hard 
labor, since it is commenting on that phrase. But Maharsha defends our 
version (which is identical to that of Tanchuma ibid.) by offering an 
alternative explanation; see there, and see Meromei Sadeh.

6. They would order the men to knead dough and bake bread, while the 
women would have to chop wood and draw water etc. (Tanchuma ibid.).
 This made the work more difficult for all, since they were unaccus- 
tomed to it (Rashi). That is, even though the men were used to exerting 
themselves even harder to perform physical labor, it was difficult for 
them to do tasks that they had never done before and were unfamiliar 
with — even though they were less physically taxing. And the women 
certainly suffered by being forced to perform labor more strenuous than 
was normal for them.

7. Since this verse begins by stating that the Egyptians embittered the 
lives of the Israelites, it cannot be referring to the initial inducements 
to convince the Israelites to work (Rashi; cf. Iyun Yaakov).
 Based on Rashi’s version (see above, note 5), the Gemara has now 
made three comments on this verse:
 (1) They embittered their lives with hard labor, by giving men’s work 
to the women and women’s work to the men.
 (2) . . . with mortar and with bricks and with every labor of the field 
—in the beginning they worked with mortar and bricks, and at the end 
in the fields.
 (3) . . . all their labors that they performed with them with ‘‘pharech’’ 
— with crushing labor.

8. It is because of this that women are obligated in the commandments 
of Passover just as men are, even though women are generally exempt 
from positive time-bound commandments (Rashbam to Pesachim 108b, 
Or Zarua vol. II, Hilchos Pesachim p. 59b; cf. Tosafos to Pesachim there).

9. [See Iyun Yaakov for a possible explanation of the apparent 
redundancy here.]

10. To bathe their husband’s feet in the field (Rashi).

1. That is, Pharaoh began the enslavement by inducing them — with 
encouraging words and good pay — to work for him, until he had 
acclimated them to the work (Rashi).
 Pharaoh gathered the Israelites together and asked them if they 
would do him a favor for a day. He took a basket of clay and a trowel and 
started laying bricks. The Israelites enthusiastically helped him with 
the brickwork. At the end of the day Pharaoh ordered his taskmasters 
to count the number of bricks that had been laid. He then demanded 
that they produce the same amount every day (Yalkut Shimoni §163). 
This was Pharaoh’s first attempt to halt the population increase of the 
Israelites. The taskmasters would advise the Israelites not to go home, 
but rather to sleep at the worksite, so they could fulfill their quota the 
next day. However, this did not arrest the propagation of the Jews, as 
the verse states (Exodus 1:12): But as much as they would afflict it, so it 
would increase (Shemos Rabbah 1:12).
 Actually, the Israelites first began to work for Pharaoh when Jacob 
died. [Since the entire length of the Israelites’ stay in Egypt was two 
hundred and ten years, and Jacob died seventeen years after his arrival, 
the work began one hundred and ninety-three years before the Exodus 
from Egypt.] This work, though, was intermittent, and as such was not 
considered the beginning of the slavery. Only when Levi, the last of 
Jacob’s sons, died, did a new king arise over Egypt and begin the 
constant slavery, forcing the Israelites to build his storage cities. Since 
Levi died ninety-four years after their arrival in Egypt, this period 
began one hundred and sixteen years before the Exodus (Gur Aryeh to 
Genesis 47:28 and Exodus 6:16, based on Rashi in both places; cf. 
Mizrachi there). According to R’ Elazar, the verse alludes to the fact 
that this period began with soft words and gentle persuasion.
 Rashi to Song of Songs (2:13) adds yet another date to the slavery, 
writing that when Miriam the sister of Moses was born eighty-six years 
before the Exodus, the Egyptians increased their subordination of the 
Israelites. In fact, she was named Miriam to reflect this new situation 
ם)  bitterness). [This is based on ,מְרִירוּת shares the same root as מִרְי�
Midrash Rabbah there and Pesikta Rabbasi (15:11); see Seder Olam 
Rabbah (§3) for a somewhat different view.]

2. I.e. strenuous physical work that breaks down the body (Rashi). R’ 
Shmuel bar Nachmani follows the literal meaning of pherach, which is 
‘‘break’’ (Rashbam to Exodus 1:13; see also Rashi there). [The Aramaic 
term א  [.question, also connotes an attempt to break one’s opinion ,פִּירְכ�
Thus, in his view this verse refers to the demanding physical labor that 
the Israelites performed.

3. Exodus 1:14. This verse presents a further deterioration of the Jews’ 
situation (see Sforno there). According to Pesikta Rabbasi (ibid.), this 
verse marks the birth of Miriam, since its first word ּרְרו יְמ�  they ,ו�

 
NOTES

נָּשִׁים ל� אֲנָשִׁים  מְלֶאכֶת  חֲלִיפִין   that [the Egyptians] would — מ�
substitute men’s work to be given to the women  וּמְלֶאכֶת נָשִׁים 
and women’s work to be given to the men.[6] — לָאֲנָשִׁים

 The Gemara now comments on the last word in this verse:

ךְ מִּי הָתָם בְּפֶה ר� ר נ� אן דְּאָמ�  Even according to the one who — וּלְמ�
said that there in the preceding verse the term ‘‘pharech’’ is a 

contraction, indicating that the work began with a soft mouth 

[pheh rach],  בִּפְרִיכָה אי  דּ� ו�  ’’here the term ‘‘pharech — הָכָא 

certainly means with crushing labor.[7]

 The Gemara describes how Pharaoh’s first plan to prevent the 

Israelites from procreating failed:

עֲוִירָא ב  ר� שׁ  צִדְקָנִיּוֹת  :Rav Avira expounded — דָּר� נָשִׁים  ר   בִּשְׂכ�
דּוֹר  In the merit of the righteous women who — שֶׁהָיוּ בְּאוֹתוֹ ה�
were in that generation,  יִם מִמִּצְר� יִשְׂרָאֵל   Israel was — נִגְאֲלוּ 
redeemed from Egypt.[8]  יִם מ� לִשְׁאוֹב  שֶׁהוֹלְכוֹת   When — בְּשָׁעָה 
[the women] would go to draw water,  מֵּן מְז� בָּרוּךְ הוּא  קָּדוֹשׁ   ה�
דֵּיהֶן בְּכ� נִּים  קְט� דָּגִים   the Holy One, Blessed is He, would — לָהֶם 
prepare small fish for them in their jugs.  יִם  וְשׁוֹאֲבוֹת מֶחֱצָה מ�
דָּגִים  And when they would draw up the jugs, they — וּמֶחֱצָה 

would be half full of water and half full of fish.[9]  וּבָאוֹת 
 They would come and place two pots on — וְשׁוֹפְתוֹת שְׁתֵּי קְדֵירוֹת

top of the oven,  דָּגִים ת שֶׁל  ח� וְא� מִּין  ת שֶׁל ח� ח�  one full of hot — א�
water[10] and one full of the fish,  שָּׂדֶה עְלֵיהֶן ל�  — וּמוֹלִיכוֹת אֵצֶל בּ�

’’.with ‘‘pharech — בְּפָרֶךְ”
 The Gemara presents two explanations of this last word:

ר בִּי אֶלְעָזָר אָמ�  R’ Elazar says: It is a contraction, alluding to — ר�

the fact that the enslavement began  ְך ר�  with a soft — בְּפֶה 
mouth [pheh rach].[1]  ר אָמ� חְמָנִי  נ� ר  בּ� שְׁמוּאֵל  בִּי   R’ Shmuel — ר�
bar Nachmani said: It should be taken literally, meaning

with crushing labor [pherichah].[2] — בִּפְרִיכָה

 The next verse states:

וגו’ ” וּבִלְבֵנִים  בְּחֹמֶר  קָשָׁה  עֲבֹדָה  בּ� יֵּיהֶם  אֶת־ח� יְמָרְרוּ   They — ,,ו�
embittered their lives with hard labor, with mortar and with 
bricks etc., and with every labor of the field.[3]

 The Gemara explains:

רָבָא ר  וּבִלְבֵנִים”  :Rava said — אָמ� ,,בְּחֹמֶר  תְּחִילָּה   ,Initially — בּ�
the Egyptians embittered the lives of the Israelites with mortar 
and with bricks,  ”שָּׂדֶה סּוֹף ,,וּבְכָל־עֲבֹדָה בּ�  ,and at the end — וּלְב�
and with every labor of the field.[4]

 The verse concludes:

בְּפָרֶךְ” בָהֶם   all their labors that . . . — ,,אֵת כָּל־עֲבֹדָתָם אֲשֶׁר־עָבְדוּ 
they performed with them with ‘‘pharech.’’
 Before commenting on this passage, the Gemara explains the 

phrase ‘‘hard labor,’’ mentioned earlier in the verse:[5]

יוֹנָתָן בִּי  ר� ר  אָמ� חְמָנִי  נ� ר  בּ� שְׁמוּאֵל  בִּי  ר� ר   R’ Shmuel bar — אָמ�
Nachmani said in the name of R’ Yonasan: It means  ּשֶׁהָיו 
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as an aide to her mother (Shemos Rabbah ibid.).

32. Elisheva (was the daughter of Aminadav who) married Aaron (Rashi), 
Yocheved’s son. Elisheva was thus Yocheved’s future daughter-in-law.
 According to this view, it is unlikely that Miriam was one of the 
midwives, since she was only five years old at the time [and it is difficult 
to say that she was only a helper]. The verse must therefore refer to 
Elisheva, the only other woman of the time named in the Torah, and 
she was secondary to her future mother-in-law, Yocheved (Maharsha).
 [Since Aaron was only two years old at the time, we must presume 
that Elisheva was older than he and could thus serve as a midwife 
(Yefei To’ar).]

33. See above, note 19. Alternatively, she would clean off the blood from 
childbirth (Shemos Rabbah ibid.).

34. I.e. she would make sweet sounds to play with the child (Rashi). 
[We have emended the Gemara based on Rashi’s [apparent] version; 
see also Tosafos and Mesoras HaShas.]

35. That is, Miriam prophesied that her mother was to give birth to 
Moses, who would lead Israel out of Egypt. [According to this 
explanation, the name ה  is understood as the related term in Isaiah פּוּע�
ה אֶפְעֶה :(42:14) [.I will cry out like a woman in childbirth (Rashi) ,כְּיּוֹלֵד�
 See Shemos Rabbah (ibid.) for several other reasons why Yocheved 
and Miriam were called by these names.

36. Exodus 1:16. Pharaoh commanded the Hebrew midwives to carry 
out the infanticide so that God would punish them and not him [or his 
people] (Shemos Rabbah 1:14; see Rashash there).

37. Pharaoh gave the midwives this sign of an imminent birth so that 
the mothers would not give birth in their absence, hide the babies, and 
claim that they had miscarried (Rashi; see next note).

38. Since a woman generally labors for a period of time before giving 
birth, Pharaoh gave the midwives a sign so they would know when 
actual childbirth was about to commence. That is, he told the midwives 
that when the mother’s thighs become cold, it was time to remove the 
child, and kill it if it was male (Maharsha).

26. Ezekiel 16:7. The verse is expounded to mean that they grew out 
from the ground like plants of the field (Rashi). If the verse meant only 
to describe the numerous amount of babies, it should have used the 
common metaphor of sand or stars. The comparison to plants is thus 
understood as how the babies were saved (Maharsha; see Iyun Yaakov).

27. The verse cannot be taken literally because it concludes: and you 
were naked and bare (Maharsha). It is therefore expounded as if it 
stated ‘‘flocks,’’ and this miraculous procreation is considered Israel’s 
figurative ‘‘ornament’’ (Tiferes Tziyon to Shemos Rabbah 1:12).

28. Exodus 15:2. Because they had already witnessed the Divine 
Presence (Rashi; cf. Maharal ד”ה וכן מה שאמר; see also Maharzav).
 Since Pharaoh’s first plan to prevent the Israelites from procreating 
was foiled, he tried a new tactic — as the Gemara proceeds to explain 
(see Shemos Rabbah 1:13 with Yefei Toar).

29. Ibid. 1:15. Since the verse introduces them as ‘‘the first’’ and ‘‘the 
second,’’ it indicates that it refers to a pair of women — one primary 
woman and one secondary woman. The Gemara therefore discusses 
their relationship (Gur Aryeh to the verse; cf. Yefei To’ar ibid.).
 This does not mean that two women cared for the entire Israelite 
population. Actually, there must have been hundreds of midwives, but 
these two were the royal officials in charge of all the others. Pharaoh 
therefore summoned them to present his plan (Ibn Ezra to the verse; 
see also Maharzav to Shemos Rabbah ibid.; cf. Sforno to the verse).

30. Either combination satisfies the requirement that one woman be 
primary — mother or mother-in-law — and the second one secondary — 
daughter or daughter-in-law (Gur Aryeh ibid.). [See Ben Yehoyada and 
Rashash for various reasons why the daughter-in-law is mentioned 
before the mother-in-law according to the second opinion.]

31. Since the verse indicates that the two midwives were mother and 
daughter, it presumably wants to identify them. We can therefore 
assume that they were Yocheved and Miriam, since they are the only 
known mother-and-daughter pair of the time (Gur Aryeh).
 Although Miriam was only five years old at the time, she served

 
NOTES

וּבִתָּהּ אִשָּׁה  ר  דְּאָמ� אן  כְּמ� נְיָא   It was taught in a Baraisa in — תּ�
accordance with the one who said that it was a woman with 
her daughter:  נְיָא :For it was taught in a Baraisa — דְּת�
 The midwife named SHIFRAH mentioned in the — ,,שִׁפְרָה” זוֹ יוֹכֶבֶד

verse IS actually YOCHEVED.  וְלָמָּה נִקְרָא שְׁמָהּ שִׁפְרָה — SO WHY IS 

SHE CALLED ‘‘SHIFRAH’’?  וָּלָד ה� אֶת  פֶּרֶת   BECAUSE SHE — שֶׁמְּשׁ�

STRAIGHTENED (meshaferes) THE limbs of the CHILD after 

birth.[33]  חֵר  שִׁפְרָה שֶׁפָּרוּ וְרָבוּ  :ANOTHER EXPLANATION — דָּבָר א�
בְּיָמֶיהָ  She was called ‘‘SHIFRAH’’ BECAUSE ISRAEL — יִשְׂרָאֵל 

INCREASED AND MULTIPLIED (sheparu veravu) IN HER DAYS.

 The midwife called PUAH in the verse IS actually — ,,פּוּעָה” זוֹ מִרְיָם

MIRIAM.  וְלָמָּה נִקְרָא שְׁמָהּ פּוּעָה — SO WHY IS SHE CALLED ‘‘PUAH’’?

וָּלָד]  BECAUSE SHE WOULD COO — שֶׁהָיְתָה פּוֹעָה (ומוציאה את הולד) [ל�

(po’ah) TO THE CHILD.[34]  חֵר א� :ANOTHER EXPLANATION — דָּבָר 

קּוֹדֶשׁ ה� בְּרוּח�  פּוֹעָה  שֶׁהָיְתָה   She was called PUAH BECAUSE — פּוּעָה 

SHE WOULD CRY OUT (po’ah) WITH THE DIVINE SPIRIT  וְאוֹמֶרֶת 
 AND SAY, ‘‘MY MOTHER IS — עֲתִידָה אִמִּי שֶׁתֵּלֵד בֵּן שֶׁמּוֹשִׁיע� אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל

DESTINED TO BEAR A SON WHO WILL SAVE ISRAEL.’’[35]

 The next verse records Pharaoh’s instructions to the midwives:

’’ לֶּדְכֶן אֶת־הָעִבְרִיּוֹת וגו’  בְּי� יֹּאמֶר   And he said, ‘‘When you are — ,,ו�
assisting the Hebrew women at childbirth etc., and you see on 

the stones; if it is a son, you are to kill him, and if it is a daughter, 

she shall live.’’[36]

 The Gemara asks:

אי ,,אָבְנָיִם” ?What are the stones to which the verse refers — מ�

 The Gemara answers:

בִּי חָנָן ר ר� ר לָהֶן  :R’ Chanan said — אָמ�  [Pharaoh] — סִימָן גָּדוֹל מָס�
gave over to [the midwives] a great [i.e. dependable] sign of 

imminent childbirth.[37]  לָהֶן ר   בְּשָׁעָה  :He said to them — אָמ�
לֵילֵד ת  ע� ,When [a woman] kneels to give birth — שֶׁכּוֹר�
אֲבָנִים כּ� נְּנוֹת  מִצְט�  her thighs become as cold as — יְרֵיכוֹתֶיהָ 
stones.[38]

out like grass of the field,  ”ְתִּיך נְת� שָּׂדֶה  ה� ח  כְּצֶמ� ,,רְבָבָה  ר   שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�

— as it is stated: I made you as numerous as the plants of
the field.[26]  לְבָתֵּיהֶן עֲדָרִים  עֲדָרִים  בָּאִין  דְּלִין  שֶׁמִּתְגּ�  When — וְכֵיוָן 
[the children] grew up, they would come as flocks upon
flocks to their houses,  ”עֲדִי עֲדָיִים תָּבֹאִי בּ� תִּגְדְּלִי ו� תִּרְבִּי ו� ר ,,ו�  שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�

— as it is stated in that same verse: you increased and grew, 
and you came with ornaments upon ornaments.  תִּקְרֵי ל   א�
עֲדָיִים” עֲדִי  Do not read this as it is written: b’adi — ,,בּ�
adayim (ornaments upon ornaments);  עֲדָרִים בְּעֶדְרֵי   — אֶלָּא 

rather, read it as though it were written: ‘‘b’edrei adarim’’ 
(flocks upon flocks).[27]  יָּם ה� ל  ע� הוּא  בָּרוּךְ  קָּדוֹשׁ  ה�  — וּכְשֶׁנִּגְלָה 

Therefore, when the Holy One, Blessed is He, revealed 
Himself on the sea,  הֵם הִכִּירוּהוּ תְּחִלָּה — they recognized Him 
first,  ”ּנְוֵהו ר ,,זֶה אֵלִי וְא�  as it is stated: This is my God — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
and I will beautify Him.[28]

 The Gemara returns to its analysis of the section in Exodus, 

citing Pharaoh’s next attempt to prevent the Israelites from 

procreating:

וגו’ ” הָעִבְרִיֹּת  לְּדתֹ  מְי� ל� יִם  מִצְר� מֶלֶךְ  יֹּאמֶר   The king of Egypt — ,,ו�
said to the Hebrew midwives etc., of whom the name of the first 

was Shifrah and the name of the second was Puah.[29]

 The Gemara discusses the relationship of the two midwives:

ב וּשְׁמוּאֵל ר אִשָּׁה וּבִתָּהּ  :Rav and Shmuel disagree — ר� ד אָמ�  — ח�

One said that it was a woman with her daughter,  לָּה ר כּ� ד אָמ�  וְח�
חֲמוֹתָהּ  while the other one said it was a daughter-in-law — ו�
with her mother-in-law.[30]  ּוּבִתָּה אִשָּׁה  ר  דְּאָמ� אן   The one — מ�
who said that it was a woman with her daughter,  יוֹכֶבֶד וּמִרְיָם 
— holds that they were Yocheved and Miriam.[31]  ר דְּאָמ� אן   וּמ�
חֲמוֹתָהּ לָּה ו� -But the one who said that it was a daughter-in — כּ�
law with her mother-in-law  ע  holds that they — יוֹכֶבֶד וֶאֱלִישֶׁב�
were Yocheved and Elisheva.[32]

 The Gemara supports the first view:
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11b6 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 

אִשָּׁה אֶת־עֲזוּבָה  הוֹלִיד  בֶּן־חֶצְרוֹן   Caleb son of Chetzron — ,,וְכָלֵב 
sired Azuvah, wife,  וְאֶת־יְרִיעוֹת — and Yerios.  וְאֵלֶּה בָנֶיהָ יֵשֶׁר 
רְדּוֹן” וְא!  And these are her sons: Yesher, Shovav and — וְשׁוֹבָב 
Ardon.

The  Gemara asks:
חֶצְרוֹן  Why does Chronicles refer to Caleb as the ‘‘son of — בֶּן 
Chetzron’’? בֶּן יְפֻנֶּה הוּא — He was the son of Yefuneh![71] — ? —

The  Gemara explains:
גְּלִים מְר! ת  מֵעֲצ! שֶׁפָּנָה   ,His father’s name was really Chetzron — בֵּן 
but Caleb was called ‘‘the son of Yefuneh’’ because Caleb was a 

son who turned aside (fanah) from the plot of the Spies.[72]

The  Gemara asks further:
ז הוּא תִּי בֶּן קְנ! כּ!  But still, [Caleb] was not the son of Chetzron — וְא!
but rather the son of Kenaz,  אֲחִי ז  בֶּן־קְנ! עָתְנִיאֵל  יִּלְכְּדָהּ  ,,ו!  דִּכְתִיב 
 ,as it is written:[73] Osniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother — כָלֵב”
conquered it.[74]

The  Gemara explains:
רָבָא ר  הֲוָה  :Rava said — אָמ! ז  דִּקְנ!  was the [Caleb] — חוֹרְגוֹ 
stepson of Kenaz. Caleb and Osniel were merely maternal 
brothers.[75]

71. The Torah states (Numbers 13:6) that Caleb the son of Yefuneh was 
one of the twelve meraglim, or spies, and that he was from the tribe of 
Judah. [See next note regarding the Spies.]
72. His actual name was Caleb the son of Chetzron, but he was called 
Caleb the son of Yefuneh by virtue of his deeds (Rashi).

When the generation of the Exodus was poised to enter Eretz Yisrael 
under the leadership of Moses, the people hesitated. They chose to send 
a contingent of twelve spies, one from each tribe, to investigate the 
Land and report back. Moses sent them forth and they returned after 
forty days, but only two of them, Joshua and Caleb, fulfilled their duties 
with integrity. The other ten were seduced by their Evil Inclinations to 
present an extremely negative slander of the Land. Public hysteria 
ensued and God found the people unworthy to enter Eretz Yisrael. They 
were condemned to wander in the desert for forty years while they died 
off. However, Joshua and Caleb were specifically excluded from this 
decree: They could (and did) enter the Land and take possession of it 
(see Numbers Chs. 13 and 14; see below, 34a-35a).

[Our Gemara assumes that the Caleb mentioned in Numbers 13:6 and 
the Caleb mentioned in I Chronicles 2:18ff are the identical man. This 
leads to several considerable chronological difficulties. For example, we 
know that Caleb was forty years old when he was sent on his mission as 
a spy in the second year after the Exodus (Joshua 14:7). His father 
Chetzron was already born when Jacob came to Egypt (see Genesis 
46:8,12). If, as the Sages teach, the Jewish people were in Egypt for 210 
years, then Chetzron must have been approximately 172 years old when 
Calev was born. For a resolution of this and other difficulties, see 
Radak to these verses. For other views and further analysis, see the 
ArtScroll ed. of I Chronicles 2:18-49.]

73. Joshua 15:17; Judges 1:13.

74. [This Caleb clearly is Caleb ben Yefuneh, whom we have established is 
also Caleb ben Chetzron. See Joshua 15:13-17.]

75. Thus, Caleb could be the son of Chetzron and yet be the brother of 
the son of Kenaz.

NOTES 
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27. Toward the end of the Jewish people’s forty-year sojourn in the 
desert, Miriam died and they lost the miraculous source of water that 
had accompanied them in her merit. The people complained of thirst and 
God instructed Moses and Aaron to speak to a stone in order to induce it 
to produce water. However, Moses hit the stone instead of speaking to it. 
He succeeded in drawing forth water from the stone, but did not sanctify 
the Name, at least in the way and to the degree to which he had been 
commanded. This sin caused Moses to lose the privilege of entering the 
Land with the nation. This water was called the Waters of Strife (see 
Numbers 20:1-13 with Rashi).

28. Numbers 20:13.

29. These are the waters by which Moses would be stricken, not the 
waters of the Nile.

30. Ibid. 11:21.

31. The plain meaning of this phrase is ‘‘six hundred thousand footmen,’’ 
but the Gemara expounds the word גְלִי  to mean ‘‘on my account’’ (see ר�
an example of this usage in Genesis 30:30) (Rashi).

32. Even though one could argue that the decree to throw male infants 
into the Nile in the first place was also on account of Moses (see 
Tosafos), it seems that the first two decrees of Pharaoh (to kill the boys 
at childbirth and to throw them into the River) were intended to reduce 
the Jewish population, not to strike at Moses. It was only the last decree, 
that even Egyptian boys should be drowned, that was enacted with the 
purpose of eliminating the Jewish savior. The reason that they abolished 
all the decrees when they thought that the savior had drowned was 
because there was no fear of a Jewish uprising if the Jews would have no 
savior to lead them (Maharsha; cf. Tosafos).

33. See Eitz Yosef, citing Yefei To’ar.

34. Rashi cites Seder Olam Rabbah (Ch. 5) as to the chronology of the 
days preceding the splitting of the Reed Sea: On the fifteenth of Nissan, 
the Jews journeyed from their homes in Rameses to Succos (see Exodus 

19. Grammatically speaking, the phrase should be עִבְרִים הוּא לְדֵי ה�  not מִיּ�
זֶה עִבְרִים  ה� לְדֵי   -Mahar) זֶה The Gemara therefore expounds the word .מִיּ�
sha).

20. Isaiah 8:19.

21. If the idolaters suggest to you, ‘‘Why do you not seek out [informa- 
tion about the future] from those who commune with the dead as we 
do?’’ (see Rashi).

22. The prophet Isaiah uses derogatory terms here for the utterances of 
the necromancers. Just as cranes make chirping sounds and doves make 
cooing sounds, so too these necromancers produce sounds from their 
throats without knowing what they are saying. And astrologers, in turn, 
are just like these necromancers. They perceive some inkling of the 
future, but cannot pin it down with any accuracy (see Rashi; cf. 
Maharsha; see Iyei HaYam).

23. See Rashi.

24. Exodus 1:22.

25. As long as Moses was in the river, [he was acutely endangered and] 
he could hardly be more ‘‘stricken.’’ Consequently, the celestial sign 
that his crisis was yet to come disappeared (Rashi; see note 35).

26. [During the time that the infant Moses lay in his basket in the Nile, 
his future and the future of the Jewish people appeared fragile in the ex-
treme. A thin wall of tarred wicker separated him from the water where 
thousands of his brethren had drowned. He was helpless, at the whim of 
an errant wind or crocodile; and the brutal forces of the Egyptian regime 
were mobilized to kill him, the potential savior of Israel. However,] at 
that moment God’s protection of Moses was intense. All the threats to 
the infant were ultimately meaningless. The decree against male babies 
was summarily abolished. Moses, the target of Pharaoh, would soon be 
taken under Pharaoh’s own custody through his daughter. The savior of 
the Jewish people would emerge from Pharaoh’s own palace (see 
Shemos Rabbah 1:22,26 and Maharal, Gevuros Hashem Ch. 17).

 
NOTES

יְיהוּ לִגְזֵירְתּ� טִּלוּ   abolished their decrees.[26] [the Egyptians] — בּ�

יוֹדְעִין אֵינָן  הוּא  But they did not realize — וְהֵם  מְרִיבָה  מֵי  ל   שֶׁע�
 that the sign indicating that Moses would be stricken — לוֹקֶה

actually referred to the fact that [Moses] would be stricken in 
connection with the Waters of Strife.[27]  חָמָא בִּי  ר� ר  דְּאָמ� יְינוּ   וְה�
בִּי חֲנִינָא  And this account bears out that which R’ Chama — בְּר�
the son of R’ Chanina said:  אי דִּכְתִיב  What is the meaning — מ�

of that which is written:[28]  ”ּאֲשֶׁר־רָבו מְרִיבָה  מֵי   They — ,,הֵמָּה 
are the Waters of Strife where the Children of Israel contended 
with Hashem? Why does the Torah say ‘‘They are the Waters of 

Strife,’’ implying that the Waters of Strife have been spoken of 

earlier in the Torah and we are identifying the waters currently 

under discussion as those same waters? It does not seem that 

these waters were mentioned anywhere before. Rather, the Torah 

means  ּרְעֹה וְטָעו גְנִינֵי פּ�  they are the waters that — הֵמָּה שֶׁרָאוּ אִיצְט�
Pharaoh’s astrologers saw and erred.[29]

 The Gemara comments further:

ר מֹשֶׁה יְינוּ דְּקָאָמ�  ’And that which we said above, that Moses — וְה�

descent into the river marked the end of the drowning decrees, 

explains what Moses said himself many years later:[30]  שֵׁשׁ־,,
’’ וגו’  גְלִי  ר� אֶלֶף   Six hundred thousand [men] on my‘‘ — מֵאוֹת 
account etc. are the people in whose midst I am.’’[31]  לָהֶן ר   אָמ�
לְיִשְׂרָאֵל  בִּשְׁבִילִי  ,Moses said to the Jewish people — מֹשֶׁה 
כּוּלְּכֶם לְתֶּם   It is because of me that you were all saved‘‘ — נִצּ�

from being cast into the Nile. My descent into the river ended that 

decree.’’[32]

 Earlier, the Gemara expounded the word zeh, this one, in the 

statement of Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘‘One of the Hebrew boys, this 

one.’’ Now the Gemara expounds the word zeh differently:[33]

ר ר פָּפָּא אָמ� בִּי חֲנִינָא בּ� יּוֹם  :R’ Chanina bar Pappa said — ר�  אוֹתוֹ ה�
 That day, the day that Moses was placed — עֶשְׂרִים וְאֶחָד בְּנִיסָן הָיָה

in the Nile and was in danger of drowning, was the twenty-first 
of Nissan, the same date on which the Splitting of the Reed Sea 

would take place eighty years later.[34]  לִפְנֵי שָּׁרֵת  ה� לְאֲכֵי  מ�  אָמְרוּ 

 מְנָא יָדְעָה  ’’.and said, ‘‘One of the Hebrew boys, this one — זֶה”

— How did she know?  בִּי חֲנִינָא בִּי יוֹסֵי בְּר� ר ר�  R’ Yose the — אָמ�
son of R’ Chanina said: She knew  מָהוּל אוֹתוֹ   — שֶׁרָאֲתָה 

because she saw he was circumcised.
 The Gemara turns to the end of Pharaoh’s daughter’s state- 

ment, ‘‘One of the Hebrew boys, this one’’:

בִּי יוֹחָנָן  This one[19] — ,,זֶה” ר ר� מֵּד  :R’ Yochanan said — אָמ�  מְל�
עְתָּהּ בְּאָה שֶׁלּאֹ מִדּ�  teach us that she [The words this one] — שֶׁנִּתְנ�
prophesied unconsciously:  חֵר נוֹפֵל  This one — זֶה נוֹפֵל וְאֵין א�
has fallen into the river but no other baby will again have to fall 
into the river. I.e. she implied without thinking that the decree 

that male infants must be thrown into the river would be 

abolished that day. That is precisely what happened, because the 

astrologers no longer foresaw a threat.  בִּי אֶלְעָזָר ר ר� יְינוּ דְאָמ�  — וְה�

And this bears out what R’ Elazar said in regard to those 

astrologers:  אי דִּכְתִיב  What is the meaning of that which is — מ�
written:[20]  וְכִי־יאֹמְרוּ אֲלֵיכֶם,, — If people say to you,[21]  ּדִּרְשׁו 
יִּדְּעֹנִים  Inquire of the necromancers and the‘‘ — אֶל־הָאֹבוֹת וְאֶל־ה�
diviners,’’  ”הְגִּים מּ� וְה� פְצְפִים  מְצ�  who chirp (mitzaftzefim) — ה�

and vocalize?[22] Scripture means  ה צּוֹפִין  — צוֹפִין וְאֵינָם יוֹדְעִין מ�

they envision (tzofin) future events but do not know what they 
envision,  הְגִּים ה מ� הְגִּים וְאֵינָן יוֹדְעִים מ�  they vocalize but do — מ�
not know what they vocalize, i.e. they have a vague idea of what 

they are divining, but not a well-defined picture.

 The Gemara elaborates:[23]

לוֹקֶה הוּא  יִם  מּ� בּ� יִשְׂרָאֵל  שֶׁל  שֶׁמּוֹשִׁיעָן   The astrologers of] — רָאוּ 
Pharaoh] saw that the savior of the Jewish people would be 
stricken by water. Consequently,  ּוְגָזְרו  -the Egyp] — עָמְדוּ 
tians] proceeded to decree,  ”ּשְׁלִיכֻהו יְאֹרָה תּ� יִּלּוֹד ה� בֵּן ה�  — ,,כָּל־ה�

Every son that is born — into the river shall you throw him![24] 

לְמֹשֶׁה דְיוּהּ�  דְּשׁ�  Once Moses was cast into the river (in a — כֵּיוָן 

basket),  ּאָמְרו — [the astrologers] said,  הוּא כִּי ה� ן  חָזִינ�  תּוּ לאֹ 
-We no longer see something like that sign.’’[25] As‘‘ — סִימָנָא

suming that the potential savior must have already drowned, 
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savior of the Jewish people. [Public awareness of this prophecy would 
obviously endanger Moses’ life] (Maharsha).

52. Yocheved was thereby rewarded, in part, for her efforts at supplying 
the newborn males in Egypt with food and water (Eitz Yosef to Shemos 
Rabbah 1:25 citing Yefei To’ar).

53. Exodus 15:20.

54. Thus the verse describes her as הֲרֹן א� אֲחוֹת  ה  נְּבִיא�  ,the prophetess ,ה�
sister of Aaron, meaning she was already a prophetess while yet the 
sister of [only] Aaron (see Rashi).

Egyptian women (Rashba loc. cit.; see on this topic: Midrash Tanchuma, 
Shemos §7; Hagahos Asheri to Avodah Zarah 2:6; Toras Chatas 65:11 
and Rama, Yoreh Deah 81:7; Maharsha).

48. Exodus 2:8.

49. Emendation follows Ein Yaakov and Mesoras HaShas.

50. The word ה לְמ�  connotes a girl at her full strength. The Targum of ע�
ץ ק וֶאֱמ� עֲלֵם be strong and dynamic (Deuteronomy 31:7) is ,חֲז� .תְּקֵף ו�

51. She was discreet on these points because she wished to conceal her 
prior prophecy (see below, 13a) that her mother will give birth to the 

 
NOTES

אֶת־שְׂכָרֵךְ” אֶתֵּן  אֲנִי   Pharaoh’s daughter said further to — ,,ו�

Yocheved that if she would nurse him, ‘‘then I will give your 
pay.’’  חֲנִינָא בִּי  בְּר� חָמָא  בִּי  ר� ר   ’R’ Chama the son of R — אָמ�
Chanina said:  חֲזִירִין לָהֶן אֲבֵידָתָן דִּיקִים שֶׁמּ� צּ� יָּין ל�  It is not — לאֹ דּ�
sufficient for the righteous that what they have lost should be 
returned to them,  אֶלָּא שֶׁנּוֹתְנִין לָהֶן שְׂכָרָן — but they will also 

be given their reward for their trouble.[52]

 The Gemara concludes the exposition of this passage:

הֲרֹן וגו’ ’’ נְּבִיאָה אֲחוֹת א� ח מִרְיָם ה� תִּקּ�  ,At the Splitting of the Sea — ,,ו�

the Torah states:[53] Miriam the prophetess, sister of Aaron, 
took etc. her drum in her hand.  הֲרןֹ” וְלאֹ אֲחוֹת מֹשֶׁה  — ,,אֲחוֹת א�

Why does the Torah call her the ‘‘sister of Aaron’’ and not the 
‘‘sister of Moses’’?  ב ר ר� מְרָם אָמ� ב ע� ר ר�  Rav Amram said — אָמ�
in the name of Rav,  ּלָה and some say that it was — וְאָמְרֵי 

ב ר ר� חְמָן אָמ� ב נ� ר ר�  Rav Nachman who said in the name of — אָמ�
Rav:  הֲרֹן א� אֲחוֹת  כְּשֶׁהִיא  בְּאָה  מִתְנ� שֶׁהָיְתָה  מֵּד   This teaches — מְל�
us that [Miriam] prophesied while she was still only the sister 
of Aaron, i.e. before Moses was born,[54]

 The Gemara continues with the next verse:[48]

וגו’  ’’ לְמָה][49]  הָע� תֵּלֶךְ  [ו� לֵכִי  רְעֹה  ת־פּ� בּ� תֹּאמֶר־לָהּ   Pharaoh’s — ,,ו�
daughter said, ‘‘Go.’’ [The girl went] etc. and summoned the 

boy’s mother.  אֶלְעָזָר בִּי  ר� ר  שֶׁהָלְכָה  :R’ Elazar said — אָמ� מֵּד   מְל�
לְמָה כְּע�  This word almah teaches that she went with — בִּזְרִיזוּת 
alacrity, like an energetic young girl.[50]  חְמָנִי נ� ר  בּ� שְׁמוּאֵל  בִּי   ר�
ר שֶׁהֶעְלִימָה אֶת  :R’ Shmuel bar Nachmani said — אָמ� לְמָה”   ,,הָע�
 Miriam is called the almah because she concealed — דְּבָרֶיהָ

(he’elimah) her facts. She did not mention that she was the 

infant’s sister and that she was summoning his mother.[51]

רְעֹה ת־פּ� בּ� לָהּ  תֹּאמֶר   Pharaoh’s daughter said to her — ,,ו�
[Yocheved],  ”זֶּה יֶּלֶד ה�  Take (heilichi) this boy and‘‘ — הֵילִיכִי אֶת־ה�

nurse him for me.’’  בִּי חֲנִינָא בִּי חָמָא בְּר� ר ר�  R’ Chama the son — אָמ�
of R’ Chanina said:  בְּאָה מִּתְנ� ה  מ� ת  ע� יוֹד� וְאֵינָהּ  בְּאָה  -Phar] — מִתְנ�
aoh’s daughter] was prophesying but unaware of what she was 
prophesying, because she said, שֶׁלִּיכִי הָא  -Hei’li‘‘ — ,,הֵילִיכִי” 
chi,’’ meaning ha (here is) shelichi (that which belongs to you).

 The Gemara continues:

12b5 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 
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that a vast people be kept alive (Genesis 50:20); finally, the Torah says, 
Let your brother live with you (Leviticus 25:36), and regarding Joseph it 
is written, Joseph sustained his father and his brothers and all of his 
father’s household (Genesis 47:12).
 Ben Yehoyada reads the Gemara as follows: קִיֵּים זֶה, This one fulfilled, 
בז”ה תוּב  שֶּׁכּ� ה   i.e. the seventh ,[5=ה ,7=ז] what is written in 7 and 5 ,מ�
commandment, You shall not commit adultery, and the fifth command-
ment, Honor your father. [Joseph excelled in the observance of these two 
commandments.]

2. Joshua 24:32.

3. [The Gemara below explains why this verse describes the children of 
Israel as bringing the bones out of Egypt, even though Moses is the one 
who did this.]

4. See Divrei Yoel, Va’eschanan p. 44.

5. Cf. Rashi to Genesis 48:22; see Maharsha.

6. They wished to rectify the sin in the very place where it had occurred 
(Maharzu to Shemos Rabbah 20:19).
 From a casual reading of Genesis 37:12-17, it would seem that Joseph 
was kidnaped in a place called Dothan, not Shechem: Now, his brothers 
went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem. And Israel said to 
Joseph, ‘‘Your brothers are pasturing in Shechem, are they not? Come, I 
will send you to them.’’ He said to him, ‘‘Here I am!’’ And he said to him, 
‘‘Go now, look into the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the 
flock and bring me back word.’’ So he sent him from the depth of Hebron, 
and he arrived at Shechem. A man discovered him, and behold! — he was 
blundering in the field; the man asked him, saying, ‘‘What do you seek?’’ 
And he said, ‘‘My brothers do I seek; tell me, please, where they are 
pasturing.’’ The man said, ‘‘They have journeyed on from here, for I 
heard them saying, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ‘’ So Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them at Dothan.
 Rashi explains however that ‘‘Dothan’’ is not an actual place but 
rather a conspirational state of mind shared by the brothers: When the 
man said, ‘‘They have journeyed on from here,’’ he meant as follows: 
‘‘You say, ‘My brothers do I seek’; well, they have moved on from such 
feelings of brotherliness and in fact no longer consider themselves as 
brothers to you. For I heard them saying, ‘Let us go and seek laws 
(dathoth) and legalities as to how we may kill him if he comes here.’ ‘’ 
[The source of this Midrash, which Rashi cites in his commentary to 
Genesis 37:17 as well, is unknown. Rashi ibid. comments that, according 
to the verse’s simple meaning, Dothan is the name of a place. According 
to this, our Gemara says that Joseph was kidnaped from Shechem 
because Dothan was a hamlet in the vicinity of Shechem, and it is 
considered as a part of Shechem (Rashi to Sanhedrin 102a).]

1. Rashi cites the Mechilta (Beshalach §1 ד”ה ויקח) which elaborates at 
length upon this Aggadic teaching, as follows: It is written in the 
contents of this Ark [i.e. in the Ten Commandments inscribed on the 
Tablets], I am Hashem, your God (Exodus 20:2), and it is written 
regarding Joseph that he said [rhetorically], Am I instead of God? 
(Genesis 50:19); it is written in this one, You shall not recognize the gods 
of others (Exodus 20:3), and it is written regarding Joseph that he said, 
I fear God [and no other gods] (Genesis 42:18; see Mirkeves HaMishneh 
to Mechilta loc. cit.); in this one, You shall not take the Name of Hashem, 
your God, in vain (Exodus 20:7), and Joseph said, By Pharaoh’s life you 
will not leave here unless your youngest brother comes here (Genesis 
42:15) [i.e. when Joseph had to swear falsely, he used Pharaoh’s name 
and not God’s Name]; Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it (Exodus 
20:8), and Joseph said, Have meat slaughtered, and prepare it (Genesis 
43:16), which is an allusion to the preparations performed for the 
Sabbath — see Exodus 16:5; Honor your father (Exodus 20:12), and 
Joseph listened to his father who told him to visit his brothers even 
though Joseph knew they hated him (see Genesis 37:13); You shall not 
kill (Exodus 20:13), and Joseph did not kill Potiphar when he had the 
power to do so as viceroy (see Zayis Raanan to Mechilta loc. cit.); You 
shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:13), and Joseph did not commit 
adultery with Potiphar’s wife (see Genesis Ch. 39); You shall not steal 
(Exodus 20:13), and Joseph was scrupulously honest in delivering all the 
monies he collected to Pharaoh’s treasury (see Genesis 47:14); You shall 
not bear false witness against your fellow (Exodus 20:13), and Joseph 
never told his father what his brothers did to him. Now, if Joseph never 
conveyed even a true report about his brothers, certainly he never 
conveyed a false one. [According to Shevus Yehudah and Zayis Raanan 
(commentaries on the Mechilta), the Mechilta means that Joseph never 
told his father that the brothers sold him into slavery (see Ramban to 
Genesis 45:27); Mei HaChesed says it means that Joseph never told 
Jacob about being thrown in a pit and other suffering he underwent at 
their hands, but Jacob knew about the sale]; You shall not covet your 
fellow’s house . . . your fellow’s wife (Exodus 20:14), and Joseph did not 
covet Potiphar’s wife.
 After going through each of the Ten Commandments, the Mechilta 
continues that there were also mitzvos written in the rest of the Torah 
that Joseph observed (see Maharsha): You shall not hate your brother in 
your heart (Leviticus 19:17), and regarding Joeph it is written that when 
his brothers raised the issue of the evil they had done him, [Joseph] 
comforted them and spoke to their heart (Genesis 50:21); You shall not 
take revenge and you shall not bear a grudge (Leviticus 19:18), and we 
find that Joseph was positive — not acrimonious — about this part of his 
past, for he said to his brothers, Although you intended me harm, God 
intended it for good: in order to accomplish — it is as clear as this day — 

 
NOTES

חֲלָה” לְנ�  for Scripture indicates that Joseph was — לִבְנֵי־יוֹסֵף 

beloved by his descendants: These descendants proudly buried his 

bones in their portion, as it is written in that verse: They buried 

[Joseph’s bones] in Shechem, in the portion of the field that Jacob 

acquired . . . and it became a heritage for the children of Joseph.
 The Gemara answers:

 said among themselves after Moses [Joseph’s children] — אָמְרוּ

died,  ֹנִּיחוּ לו  Let our father [Joseph] be attended to by the‘‘ — ה�

Jewish people rather than by us;  כְּבוֹדוֹ בִּמְרוּבִּים יוֹתֵר מִבְּמוּעָטִין — 

his honor is better served by the many rather than the few.’’
אָמְרוּ -Moreover, [the Jewish people] said among them — וְתוּ 

selves when Moses was still alive,  ֹנִּיחוּ לו  Let [Joseph] be — ה�

attended to by Moses rather than by us;  יוֹתֵר בִּגְדוֹלִים   כְּבוֹדוֹ 
נִּים  honor is better served by the eminent [Joseph’s] — מִבִּקְט�
rather than the lowly.’’[4]

 The Gemara examines part of the verse cited above:

 Joseph’s bones, which the children of Israel had — ,,קָבְרוּ בִשְׁכֶם”

brought up from Egypt, they buried in Shechem.  אי שְׁנָא בִּשְׁכֶם  מ�

— What was special about Shechem that they buried him there?[5]

 The Gemara explains:

בִּי חֲנִינָא בִּי חָמָא בְּר� ר ר�  R’ Chama bar R’ Chanina said: The — אָמ�

children of Israel reasoned,  ּגְּנָבוּהו  [The brothers]‘‘ — מִשְּׁכֶם 
kidnapped him from Shechem  ֹחֲזִיר אֲבֵידָתו  and it is — וְלִשְׁכֶם נ�

to Shechem that we should return his lost object (his body).’’[6]

בָּזֶה שֶּׁכָּתוּב  ה  מ� כָּל  זֶה   The contents of THIS ONE (Joseph)‘‘ — קִיֵּים 

FULFILLED EVERYTHING THAT IS WRITTEN IN the contents of THIS 

ONE (the Torah).’’[1]

 The Mishnah stated that it was Moses who attended to the 

disposition of Joseph’s bones. The Gemara asks:

 Why did the Jewish people allow Moses to — וְאִי לאֹ עָסִיק בֵּיהּ מֹשֶׁה

attend to Joseph’s remains by himself? And if Moses would not 
have attended to [Joseph],  ּסְּקֵי בֵּיה  would — יִשְׂרָאֵל לאֹ הֲווּ מִיע�
the Jewish people not have attended to him either? Were they 

not concerned with the fulfillment of Joseph’s oath that was 

incumbent upon all of them?  וְהָכְתִיב — But the Torah says that 

they did in fact attend to him, as it is written in the Book of 

Joshua:[2]  ּקָבְרו יִם  מִמִּצְר� בְנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵל  אֲשֶׁר־הֶעֱלוּ  יוֹסֵף  צְמוֹת   ,,וְאֶת־ע�
 Joseph’s bones, which the children of Israel had — בִשְׁכֶם”
brought up from Egypt, they buried in Shechem. Thus, we see 

that, at least after Moses passed away in the Plains of Moab, the 

Jewish people did attend to Joseph’s remains and transported 

them across the Jordan River.[3]  ּוְתו — And, furthermore, this 

itself is difficult: Why did Joseph’s descendants allow the Jewish 

people to attend to Joseph’s remains after Moses’ death, when they 

could have done so themselves?  סְּקוּ בֵּיהּ יִשְׂרָאֵל  Could — אִי לאֹ אִיע�

it be that if the Jewish people would not have attended to 
[Joseph] then  ּסְּקֵי בֵּיה  his children would not — בָּנָיו לאֹ הֲווּ מִיע�
have attended to him either? Certainly not,  ּיִּהְיו ,,ו�  וְהָכְתִיב 
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our Gemara chose this later verse (the skin garments) for it demon-
strates a greater degree of kindness; for God performed this kindness 
for Adam and Eve after they sinned (Toras HaKenaos).

22. There are several difficulties with R’ Simlai’s teaching which the 
commentators discuss at length. Geon Yaakov points out the following: 
(a) How can R’ Simlai ask why Moses desired to enter Eretz Yisrael? 
The great merit of living in Eretz Yisrael is well-established (see Ke-
subos 110b-112b) and the Patriarchs, Tannaim [and all the righteous 
men between and after] desired to dwell there! (b) The response of the 
Holy One, Blessed is He, to Moses (‘‘Do you seek anything other than 
to gain reward?’’) seems odd: Was that Moses’ spiritual level? Could 
it be that the supreme prophet served his Master only for the sake of 
attaining payment, Heaven forbid? (see Pirkei Avos 1:3). (c) Finally, the 
phrasing of Moses’ comment, ‘‘I will enter the Land so that all [the 
mitzvos] will be fulfilled through me,’’ is awkward. He should have said 
simply, ‘‘so that I may fulfill all [the mitzvos].’’
 Geon Yaakov offers the following approach: It is certainly a great 
mitzvah to dwell in Eretz Yisrael, to observe the attendant halachos 
and to partake of its holiness. But Moses did not beseech God to allow 
him to dwell there, since he knew that the decree had already been 
issued and so dwelling in Eretz Yisrael was out of the question. Moses 
asked only, ‘‘Let me now cross and see the Land’’ (Deuteronomy 3:25). 
Moses wished only to enter the Land and see it [for a short time]. It 
is in this context that R’ Simlai presents his question: It would make 
perfect sense if Moses wanted to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and settle there 
permanently; this was the goal of the Patriarchs as well. But why, R’ 
Simlai asks, would he want to merely visit without being able to live 
there? This would be comparable to entering an orchard, tasting its 
fruits and leaving. Is that what Moses desired? Certainly not.
 What Moses did desire, R’ Simlai explains, was the spiritual better-
ment of other Jews. He was not content with the spiritual perfection 
he had achieved himself, but he wished to help other Jews perfect 
themselves as well. He therefore urged other Jews to observe the mitz-
vos that were incumbent upon them whenever the opportunity arose. 
However, there was a large segment of mitzvos regarding which Moses 
would not have the chance to prompt his people: the mitzvos dependent 
upon the Land. Therefore, he wished to enter Eretz Yisrael briefly to do 
all he could so that they should observe these laws, and then he would 
leave. In this way, all the mitzvos would be fulfilled through him.
 The Holy One, Blessed is He responded: All you want is to receive a 
reward, i.e. not a reward in this world or the next, but to earn the merit 
of fostering the observance of the mitzvos dependent on the Land. If that 
is what you want, then I reckon it as if you had performed them, i.e. as 
if all the Jews will perform and uphold the mitzvos because of you, and 

15. Since the verse states that God blessed Isaac after Abraham’s death, 
the implication is that the blessing and the death were related. There-
fore, the Gemara infers that God recited the Mourners’ Blessing for 
Isaac, who was in mourning, and thus comforted him (see Maharsha 
here, Nachalas Yaakov to Genesis 25:11; see Kesubos 8b for the text of 
the Mourners’ Blessing).

16. Deuteronomy 34:6.

17. This mitzvah, the emulation of God’s ways, is expressed in more 
general terms elsewhere (Shabbos 133b): Just as [God] is gracious 
and compassionate, you also should be gracious and compassionate. 
[Although our Gemara cites Deuteronomy 13:5 as the source for this 
mitzvah, there are seven other verses that convey the same idea — 
see Introduction to Ahavas Chesed.] Emulating God’s ways is counted 
among the six hundred and thirteen Biblical mitzvos (see Rambam, 
Sefer HaMitzvos, Asei §8 and Hil. Dei’os 1:5-6, Sefer HaChinuch §611).
 When one visits the sick or buries the dead [and so on], one also per-
forms a kindness (Bava Metzia 30b) and therefore fulfills another Bibli-
cal mitzvah as well (Leviticus 19:18): מוֹך� כּ� לְרֵעֲך�  בְתּ�  ה�  You shall love ,וְא�
your fellow as yourself. This mitzvah encompasses all favors performed 
for others that we would wish to have performed for us (Rambam, Sefer 
HaMitzvos, shoresh §2 ד”ה וכבר הגיע בהם and Hil. Aveil 14:1; Ramban, 
Hasagos to Sefer HaMitzvos, shoresh §1 והתשובה הרביעית  ,Indeed .(ד”ה 
attending to the needs of the dead is called a חֶסֶד שֶׁל אֶמֶת, a bona fide 
kindness, since one expects no favor in return (see Bereishis Rabbah 
96:5).

18. Rashi. According to Targum Yonasan ad loc., the garments were 
made of snakeskin.

19. [The dispute is contingent upon the translation of תְנוֹת עוֹר  Does it .כּ�
mean ‘‘garments of skin’’ or ‘‘garments for [their] skin’’?]

20. Torah is essentially a Book of beneficence. If we occasionally find 
within it judicial punishments and frightening curses, these are there 
only because man sins, and such stern measures are necessary in order 
to remove the evil created. But once the evil is removed, it is only good-
ness that remains (Maharal). Rabbeinu Bachya writes: The attribute of 
kindness pervades all of existence in its entirety, the supernal realms 
and the lowly realms, and these realms have no possibility of continued 
being without it; everything needs kindness, and kindness has no end 
or boundary (Kisvei Rabbeinu Bachya p. 327). The numerical value of 
דִים  Torah ,תורה the performance of kindness, is equal to that of ,גְּמִילוּת חֲס�
(Shelah, cited in Be’er Moshe, Devarim I p. 222).

21. Although there are earlier verses that refer to acts of kindness (e.g. 
ם ד� א� יְבִאֶה� אֶל־ה�  and He brought her to Adam (Genesis 2:22) which refers ,ו�
to the wedding arrangements God made for Adam [see Berachos 61a]) 

 
NOTES

לְבִּשֵׁם” יּ	 ו	 כָּתְנוֹת עוֹר  וּלְאִשְׁתּוֹ  לְאָדָם  אֱלהִֹים  שׂ ה’  ע	 יּ	  And Hashem — ,,ו	
God made for Adam and his wife skin garments, and He 
clothed them.[21]  דִּכְתִיב חֲסָדִים  גְּמִילוּת   And its end is — וְסוֹפָהּ 
the performance of kindness, as it is written:  ֹאֹתו יִּקְבּרֹ   ,,ו	
י” גּ	 .He buried him in the depression — ב	

 Another teaching by this Amora, which leads into words of 

eulogy for Moses:

אי שִׂמְל	 בִּי  ר	 שׁ  מֹשֶׁה  :R’ Simlai expounded — דָּר	 וָּה  נִתְא	 מָה   מִפְּנֵי 
בֵּינוּ לִיכָּנֵס לְאֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל  Why did Moses our Teacher desire to — ר	
enter Eretz Yisrael?  ְוְכִי לֶאֱכוֹל מִפִּרְיָהּ הוּא צָרִיך — Did he need 
to eat of its fruit  ְמִטּוּבָהּ הוּא צָרִיך 	אוֹ לִשְׂבּוֹע — or did he need to 
sate himself with its bounty? Certainly not!  ר מֹשֶׁה  אֶלָּא כָּךְ אָמ	

— Rather, this is what Moses said to himself:  ּוּו רְבֵּה מִצְותֹ נִצְט	  ה	
 There are many mitzvos that the Jewish people‘‘ — יִשְׂרָאֵל
have been commanded  יְּימִין אֶלָּא בְּאֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל  that — וְאֵין מִתְק	
cannot be fulfilled except in Eretz Yisrael.  אֶכָּנֵס אֲנִי לָאָרֶץ — 

I will enter the Land  יָדִי ל  ע	 כּוּלָּן  יְּימוּ  שֶׁיִּתְק	  so that all — כְּדֵי 
[the mitzvos] will be fulfilled through me.’’  ׁקָּדוֹש ה	 לוֹ  ר   אָמ	
 כְּלוּם  ,The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him — בָּרוּךְ הוּא
בֵּל שָׂכָר קֵּשׁ אֶלָּא לְק	 תָּה מְב	  Do you seek anything other than — א	
to gain reward?  ר שֶׁנֶּאֱמ	 עֲשִׂיתָם  כְּאִילּוּ  עָלֶיךָ  אֲנִי  עֲלֶה   Even — מ	

though you will not enter Eretz Yisrael to have those mitzvos per-

formed, I will reckon it for you as if you had performed them,[22] 

יְבָרֶךְ אֱלהִֹים אֶת־יִצְחָק בְּנוֹ”  that God blessed Isaac his son [by — ו	

reciting the Mourners’ Blessing];[15]  אֲבֵלִים חֵם  נ	 תָּה  ף א	  you — א	
too should comfort mourners.  מֵתִים ר  קָב	 הוּא  בָּרוּךְ  קָּדוֹשׁ   ה	
 The Holy One, Blessed is He, buried the dead, as it is — דִּכְתִיב
written:[16]  ”י גּ	 ב	 אֹתוֹ  יִּקְבֹּר   -He buried him in the depres — ,,ו	
sion;  תָּה קְבֹר מֵתִים ף א	 you too should bury the dead.[17] — א	

 The Gemara returns to a phrase in a verse cited above and 

offers two interpretations:

 The Torah says that God made skin garments for — ,,כָּתְנוֹת עוֹר”

Adam and his wife.  וּשְׁמוּאֵל ב   There is a dispute between — ר	

Rav and Shmuel as to what this phrase means:  ר ד אָמ	  One — ח	
says it means  בָּא מִן הָעוֹר  something that comes from — דָּבָר ה	
the skin, i.e. the garments were made of wool which is derived 

from the shearing of a sheep’s skin.[18]  ר ד אָמ	  And one says — וְח	

it means  ּמִמֶּנּו נֶהֱנֶה  שֶׁהָעוֹר   something that a person’s — דָּבָר 

skin takes pleasure in, i.e. the garments were linen, a material 

that a person wears [comfortably] next to his skin.[19]

 The Gemara cites another teaching that draws a lesson from 

God’s burial of Moses:

אי שִׂמְל	 בִּי  ר	 שׁ  גְּמִילוּת  :R’ Simlai expounded — דָּר	 תְּחִלָּתָהּ   תּוֹרָה 
 The Torah — its beginning is the performance of — חֲסָדִים
kindness  חֲסָדִים גְּמִילוּת   -and its end is the perfor — וְסוֹפָהּ 
mance of kindness.[20]  דִּכְתִיב חֲסָדִים  גְּמִילוּת   Its — תְּחִילָּתָהּ 
beginning is the performance of kindness, as it is written:

 HAMEKANEI CHAPTER ONE SOTAH 14a2
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4. [‘‘Their beginning’’ refers to when the minchah is first brought to 
the Temple Courtyard, while ‘‘their end’’ refers to the point at which 
the Kohen scoops out the kometz from the minchah.] At present, the 
Gemara understands the Mishnah to mean that the owner would bring 
the minchah from his house to the Temple Courtyard in an actual ser-
vice vessel (kli shareis) [and the minchah would remain in that vessel 
until the Kohen performed the kemitzah] (Rashi).

5. [Instead of being brought to the Courtyard in a kli shareis, this 
minchah would be brought in a basket of palm bast, and only later,] 
before the Kohen performed the kemitzah [would it be transferred to a 
kli shareis] (Rashi).

6. Regarding an ordinary minchah the Torah states (Leviticus 2:1): he 
shall pour oil on it and place levonah (frankincense) upon it. In regard 
to the sotah’s minchah, by contrast, it is written (Numbers 5:15): he 
shall not pour over it oil nor shall he put levonah on it (Rashi). To the 
contrary, one who places oil or levonah on a sotah’s minchah is liable to 
lashes (Meiri, from Mishnah Menachos 59b).
 The Gemara (15a) will ask that the minchah of a sinner (ת חוֹטֵא  (מִנְח�
also does not require oil and levonah (Rashi).

7. Minchah offerings in general are composed of wheat, as it is written 
(Exodus 29:2): fine wheat flour shall you make them (Rashi). By contrast, 
the minchah of a sotah is made of barley, as it is written (Numbers 5:15): 
and he shall bring her offering for her, a tenth-ephah of barley meal.

8. [The Omer is a minchah offering brought on the second day of 
Pesach.] The Gemara in Menachos 68b derives that it consists of barley 
[so that in the feature of being composed of barley the sotah’s minchah 
is in fact not unique. Nevertheless, the sotah’s minchah was unique 
in that its barley was of inferior quality. For] of the Omer offering it is 
written (Leviticus 2:14): ת בִּכּוּרֶיך קְרִיב אֵת מִנְח� רְמֶל תּ�  fine flour from ,גֶּרֶשׂ כּ�
plump kernels shall you offer the minchah of your first grain. ׂגֶּרֶש is to 
barley as סֹלֶת is to wheat, so that the verse means that choice, finely 
sifted barley was to be used for the Omer offering (see Rashi here and to 
Menachos 27a ד”ה מסלתה). The sotah’s minchah, on the other hand, was 
unsifted; i.e. it was simply ground and used as is, with the bran and the 
coarse pieces left in (Rashi), as it is written (Numbers 5:15): ח שְׂעֹרִים  ,קֶמ�
barley meal (not סֹלֶת, flour).

9. Just as she abandoned herself to [seclusion and/or] relations with 
someone other than her husband, like an animal that does not cleave 
to one particular mate (Rashi below, 15b ד”ה אלא היא), so her minchah 
is from barley meal, which is primarily used for animal fodder.

1. As part of that ritual, the Torah prescribes that a minchah be brought 
by the suspect’s husband. Below are the verses from the sotah passage 
(Numbers Ch. 5) relevant to this minchah:
ח קֶמ� ה  אֵיפ ה עֲשִׂירִת   לֶיה ע הּ  נ רְבּ אֶת־ק וְהֵבִיא  כֹּהֵן  אֶל־ה� אֶת־אִשְׁתּוֹ  אִישׁ  ה וְהֵבִיא   [טו] 
זְכֶּרֶת רוֹן מ� ת זִכּ אֹת הוּא מִנְח� ת קְנ ה כִּי־מִנְח� יו לְבֹנ ל יו שֶׁמֶן וְלאֹ־יִתֵּן ע ל  שְׂעֹרִים לאֹ־יִצֹק ע
כֹּהֵן ח ה� ק� אֹת הִוא . . . [כה] וְל ת קְנ רוֹן מִנְח� זִכּ ת ה� פֶּיה אֵת מִנְח� ל־כּ� ן ע� ת� וֹן. [יח] . . . וְנ  ע
. מִּזְבֵּח� אֶל־ה� הּ  אֹת וְהִקְרִיב  ה’  לִפְנֵי  ה  מִּנְח אֶת־ה� וְהֵנִיף  אֹת  קְּנ ה� ת  מִנְח� אֵת  ה  אִשּׁ ה ד   מִיּ�
ה . . . מִּזְבֵּח הּ וְהִקְטִיר ה� ת ר זְכּ ה אֶת־א� מִּנְח כֹּהֵן מִן־ה� ץ ה� מ�  And the man (15) ,[כו] וְק
shall bring his wife to the Kohen and he shall bring her offering for 
her, a tenth-ephah of barley meal; he shall not pour oil over it nor shall 
he put levonah upon it, for it is a minchah of jealousies, a minchah of 
remembrance, a reminder of iniquity. (18) . . . and upon her palms he 
shall put the minchah of remembrance — it is a minchah of jealousies 
. . . (25) The Kohen shall take the minchah of jealousies from the hand 
of the woman; he shall wave the minchah before Hashem, and he shall 
offer it on the Altar. (26) The Kohen shall scoop up from the minchah its 
remembrance and cause it to go up in smoke on the Altar . . .
 The Mishnah discusses this minchah offering.

2. A fibrous material that grows around the palm tree (Rashi; cf. Rashi 
to Bava Basra 22a ד”ה כפיפה; Tos. Yom Tov to Mishnah 1:6 from Yerush-
almi). [For a fuller discussion of the meaning of this word, see Schot-
tenstein edition of Shabbos, 90b note 18.]

3. [After the husband placed the minchah on his wife’s hands,] she 
would be made to hold it throughout the lengthy procedures that fol-
lowed, in order to tire her out (Tosafos). The Gemara will explain why 
we wish to tire her out (Rashi).
 That it is the husband who brings the minchah [and not the wife, who 
is the subject of the entire procedure] is stated in v. 15: ּה נ רְבּ  וְהֵבִיא אֶת־ק
לֶיה  ,and he shall bring her offering for her (Rashi). [Interestingly ,ע
according to Ramban to this verse, the reason for this is given by the 
Torah itself later in that same verse: זְכֶּרֶת רוֹן מ� ת זִכּ אֹת הוּא מִנְח� ת קְנ  כִּי־מִנְח�
וֹן  i.e. for it is a minchah of jealousies that is brought to recall her ,ע
sin. The Torah explains that it would be incongruous for her to bring 
this minchah — which works to her detriment — herself. Rather, her 
husband brings it, asking God, as it were, to be jealous for his sake and 
avenge the wrong done to him by his wife.]
 [The fact that the minchah is brought in a basket of palm bast, 
however, is not stated in Scripture, nor does the Gemara cite any source 
for it. Apparently, this type of basket was chosen in accordance with 
the general objective of disgracing the sotah. Instead of bringing her 
minchah in a kli shareis (see below), it is brought in a container unfit 
for such use (Dvar Shaul 16:1).]

 
NOTES

Chapter Two

Mishnah The Mishnah resumes the description of the sotah ritual which was discussed in the first

chapter, on 7b:[1]

 would bring her minchah offering in a basket of palm [The husband] — הָיָה מֵבִיא אֶת מִנְחָתָהּ בְּתוֹךְ כְּפִיפָה מִצְרִית
bast[2]  ּגְּעָה ל יָדֶיהָ כְּדֵי לְי� and place it on her outstretched hands in order to exhaust her.[3] — וְנוֹתְנָהּ ע�

 Having mentioned the sotah’s minchah offering, the Mishnah lists several ways in which this minchah offering 

differs from other minchah offerings:

מְּנָחוֹת תְּחִילָּתָן וְסוֹפָן בִּכְלִי שָׁרֵת  All other minchah offerings, their beginning and their end is in a sacred — כָּל ה�
service vessel,[4]  וְזוֹ תְּחִלָּתָהּ בִּכְפִיפָה מִצְרִית וְסוֹפָהּ בִּכְלִי שָׁרֵת — but this minchah offering of a sotah, its beginning 
is in a basket of palm bast and only its end is in a service vessel.[5]  מְּנָחוֹת טְעוּנוֹת שֶׁמֶן וּלְבוֹנָה  All other — כָּל ה�

minchah offerings require oil and levonah,  וְזוֹ אֵינָהּ טְעוּנָה לאֹ שֶׁמֶן וְלאֹ לְבוֹנָה — but this one requires neither 
oil nor levonah.[6]  חִטִּין ה� מִן  בָּאוֹת  מְּנָחוֹת  ה� מִן  ,All other minchah offerings come from wheat — כָּל  בָּאָה   וְזוֹ 
שְּׂעוֹרִין ת הָעוֹמֶר  but this one comes from barley.[7] — ה� פִּי  ,The minchah offering of the Omer — מִנְח� ל  ף ע�  א�
שְּׂעוֹרִין  וְזוֹ בָּאָה  ,would come as fine flour — הִיא הָיְתָה בָּאָה גֶרֶשׂ  ,though it too comes from barley — שֶׁבָּאָה מִן ה�
ח but this minchah of a sotah comes as meal.[8] — קֶמ�

 The Mishnah comments on the Torah’s choice of barley meal for the sotah’s minchah:

מְלִיאֵל אוֹמֵר בָּן גּ� עֲשֵׂה בְהֵמָה  :Rabban Gamliel says — ר� עֲשֶׂיהָ מ�  Just as her actions were the actions of — כְּשֵׁם שֶׁמּ�
an animal,  ל בְּהֵמָה אֲכ� so her offering is from the food of animals.[9] — כָּךְ קָרְבָּנָהּ מ�

ORDER TO EXHAUST HER,  ּבָּה חֲזוֹר  שֶׁתּ�  SO THAT SHE WILL — כְּדֵי 

BACK DOWN from her claim of innocence and not drink the sotah 

waters and die.

 R’ Eliezer gleans a lesson from this:

ל עוֹבְרֵי רְצוֹנוֹ  IF THE TORAH WAS SO SPARING — אִם כָּכָה חָסָה תּוֹרָה ע�

Gemara The Gemara elaborates on the first section of the 

Mishnah:

נְיָא בִּי  :It was taught in a Baraisa — תּ� ר� מִשּׁוּם  אוֹמֵר  חָנִין  בָּא   א�
:ABBA CHANIN RELATES IN THE NAME OF R’ ELIEZER — אֱלִיעֶזֶר

גְּעָהּ לְי� כְּדֵי  למה)  כך   She is made to hold the minchah IN — (וכל 
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9. Malachi 1:8. This verse teaches that inferior items may not be used in 
the Temple service. Thus, although R’ Yose the son of R’ Yehudah 
would not disqualify a wooden vessel as a kli shareis, an inferior basket 
such as that used to carry a sotah’s minchah would be invalid.

10. As noted above, the Gemara assumes that the Baraisa means that 
the one who places the minchah in the kli shareis must do so with in-
tention to consecrate the minchah. If he fails to have this intention, the 
minchah will not become sanctified (see, however, Succah 49b-50a).
 Although the owner already verbally sanctified the minchah offering 
right from the start, this declaration gives the offering only monetary 
sanctity (מִים ת דּ� גּוּף) it does not gain physical sanctity ;(קְדֻשּׁ	 ת ה	  until (קְדֻשּׁ	
it is placed in a kli shareis, and according to the Gemara’s current 
assumption this sanctity is actuated only through intention. The 
increased physical sanctity supplied by the kli shareis subjects the 
minchah to various stringencies: It can now become invalidated if it is 
touched by a tevul yom [one who has immersed himself that day but 
who still awaits nightfall] or if it is left overnight. In addition, if it 
becomes contaminated with tumah it can no longer be deconsecrated 
through redemption (Rashi).

1. The Mishnah below (19a) records a dispute as to when the sotah’s 
minchah is offered (Rashi). One Tanna holds that it is offered before 
the sotah drinks the bitter waters, while another Tanna holds that it is 
offered afterwards. R’ Eliezer, the Gemara explains, subscribes to the 
view that it is offered afterwards.

2. She continues to hold the minchah until it is offered (Tosafos).

3. Only once the minchah is offered do the waters begin to test her 
(Rashi), as the Torah calls the minchah (Numbers 5:15): וֹן ע� זְכֶּרֶת   a ,מ	
reminder of iniquity (Tos. Shantz). Thus if she admits before the 
minchah is offered, her life will be spared.

4. At present the Gemara thinks this means that the minchah is placed 
in a kli shareis with the intention that the vessel consecrate it (Rashi).

5. The Scriptural source for this will be given below (Rashi).

6. The Gemara will explain what else we might have thought should be 
done that the Baraisa needs to state ‘‘and that is sufficient’’ (Rashi).

7. I.e. inside the kli shareis itself. The Gemara will give a step-by-step 
explanation of this Baraisa (Rashi).

8. The reason for this too will be explained below (Rashi).

 
NOTES

Baraisa] teaches that a minchah offering is brought from one’s 

house ‘‘in baskets of silver or gold,’’ and only later, once the 

minchah reaches the Courtyard, is it placed in a service vessel. 

Why, then, does our Mishnah state that it leaves the house 

(‘‘begins’’) in a service vessel?

 The Gemara answers:

ב פָּפָּא ר ר�  אֵימָא בְּכֵלִים הָרְאוּיִין לִכְלֵי שָׁרֵת  :Rav Pappa said — אָמ�

— Say that our Mishnah means that the minchah is taken out in 
vessels fit to be service vessels if the owner were to consecrate 

them.

 The Gemara comments:

זְיָא  Implied by this is that a basket of — מִכְּלָל דִּכְפִיפָה מִצְרִית לאֹ ח�
palm bast [or any wooden vessel] is unfit to be a service vessel.

אן בִּי יוֹסֵי  ?In accordance with whom is this ruling — כְּמ�  דְּלאֹ כְר�
בִּי יְהוּדָה  ’It is not in accordance with R’ Yose the son of R — בְּר�
Yehudah.  נְיָא  כְּלֵי שָׁרֵת  :For it was taught in a Baraisa — דְּת�
 SERVICE VESSELS THAT WERE FASHIONED FROM — שֶׁעֲשָׂאָן שֶׁל עֵץ

WOOD,  בִּי פּוֹסֵל ,REBBI INVALIDATES them as service vessels — ר�

כְשִׁיר בִּי יְהוּדָה מ� בִּי יוֹסֵי בְּר�  AND R’ YOSE THE SON OF R’ YEHUDAH — וְר�

VALIDATES them. Thus, according to R’ Yose the son of R’ 

Yehudah a basket of palm bast is fit to be a service vessel.

 The Gemara disagrees with this inference:

יְהוּדָה בִּי  בְּר� יוֹסֵי  בִּי  ר� תֵּימָא   You can even say that the — אֲפִילּוּ 

Mishnah follows R’ Yose the son of R’ Yehudah.  ר דְּאָמ� ר   אֵימ�
חֲשׁוּבִין בּ� יְהוּדָה  בִּי  בְּר� יוֹסֵי  בִּי   ’Say that R’ Yose the son of R — ר�
Yehudah stated his ruling regarding superior quality [uten-
sils];  ר ?did he say it regarding inferior ones — בִּפְחוּתִין מִי אָמ�
יְהוּדָה בִּי  בְּר� יוֹסֵי  בִּי  לְר� לֵיהּ   ’Does not R’ Yose the son of R — לֵית 
Yehudah hold of the verse:  ”ָקְרִיבֵהוּ נָא לְפֶחָתֶך  Offer it, if — ,,ה�
you please, to your governor; will he show you favor or will he 

turn his countenance toward you?[9]

 Having reconciled the Baraisa’s first statement with our 

Mishnah, the Gemara begins a comprehensive analysis of the 

Baraisa:

שָׁרֵת בִּכְלִי  דְּשָׁהּ  וּמְק� שָׁרֵת  לִכְלִי   PLACES [HIS [THE OWNER] — וְנוֹתְנָהּ 

MINCHAH] IN A SERVICE VESSEL AND SANCTIFIES IT IN A SERVICE 

VESSEL.

 The Gemara infers:

ת ע� מִדּ� אֶלָּא  דְּשִׁין  מְק� אֵין  שָׁרֵת  כְּלֵי  מִינָּהּ  תְּ   Learn from this — שָׁמְע�
that service vessels do not sanctify their contents except with 
explicit intent.[10]

 The Gemara counters that this is not necessarily true:

שָׁרֵת בִּכְלִי  דְּשָׁהּ  לְק� שָׁרֵת  בִּכְלִי  נוֹתְנָהּ   Say that the Baraisa — אֵימָא 

means that [the person] places [the minchah] in a service 

מִנְחָתָהּ אֶת  קְרִיב  מ� כָּךְ  ר  ח� וְא� שְׁקָהּ  gives her [the Kohen] — מ�
to drink first and afterwards offers her minchah.[1]  דְּאִי
 So that if you think that our concern is on account — מִשּׁוּם מְגִילָּה
of the scroll, i.e. to prevent it from being erased,  הָא אִימְּחִיקָא
 why, it was already erased beforehand. Yet still we leave — לָהּ

the minchah in her hands to tire her out.[2] R’ Eliezer therefore

is forced to conclude that the reason is in order to spare her

life.[3]

 The Mishnah stated:

כו’ מְּנָחוֹת  ה�  ALL MINCHAH OFFERINGS etc. [are brought in — כָּל 

sacred service vessels].

 The Gemara asks:

 But contrast [our Mishnah with the following — וּרְמִינְהוּ
Baraisa]:  ד כֵּיצ� מְנָחוֹת   WHAT IS THE PROCEDURE FOR — סֵדֶר 

MINCHAH OFFERINGS?  ֹבֵּיתו מִתּוֹךְ  מִנְחָה  מֵבִיא   A PERSON — אָדָם 

BRINGS A MINCHAH FROM HIS HOUSE  בִּקְלָתוֹת שֶׁל כֶּסֶף וְשֶׁל זָהָב — 

IN BASKETS OF SILVER OR GOLD,  ּדְּשָׁה וּמְק� שָׁרֵת  כְּלִי  לְתוֹךְ   וְנוֹתְנָהּ 
 AND when he arrives at the Courtyard PLACES IT IN A — בִּכְלִי שָׁרֵת

SERVICE VESSEL AND SANCTIFIES IT IN A SERVICE VESSEL,[4]

מְנָהּ וּלְבוֹנָתָהּ ,PLACES ITS OIL AND ITS LEVONAH ON IT — וְנוֹתֵן עָלֶיהָ שׁ�

 וְכֹהֵן מוֹלִיכָהּ אֵצֶל  .AND BRINGS IT TO A KOHEN — וּמוֹלִיכָהּ אֵצֶל כֹּהֵן
גִּישָׁהּ בְּקֶרֶן דְּרוֹמִית  ,THE KOHEN TAKES IT TO THE ALTAR — מִזְבֵּחַ  וּמ�
עֲרָבִית  AND BRINGS [THE VESSEL] containing the minchah TO — מ�

THE SOUTHWEST CORNER of the Altar,[5]  כְּנֶגֶד חוּדָּהּ שֶׁל קֶרֶן — TO 

THE TIP OF THE CORNER,  ֹיּו AND THAT IS SUFFICIENT.[6] — וְד�

ד אֶחָד לְּבוֹנָה לְצ� לֵּק אֶת ה�  HE THEN REMOVES THE LEVONAH TO — וּמְס�

ONE SIDE,[7]  ּמְנָה בָּה שׁ�  AND TAKES A KOMETZ — וְקוֹמֵץ מִמָּקוֹם שֶׁנִּתְר�

FROM A PLACE of the minchah WHERE THE OIL IS ABUNDANT, i.e. 

well mixed with the flour.  בִּכְלִי דְּשׁוֹ  וּמְק� שָׁרֵת  כְּלִי  לְתוֹךְ  וְנוֹתְנוֹ 
 HE PLACES [THE KOMETZ] IN A second SERVICE VESSEL[8] — שָׁרֵת

AND HE SANCTIFIES IT IN A SERVICE VESSEL.  ּקֵּט אֶת לְבוֹנָתָה  — וּמְל�

HE THEN COLLECTS ITS LEVONAH,  בָּיו (ומעלה אותו לגבי ל גּ�  וְנוֹתְנָהּ ע�
קְטִירוֹ  ,PLACES IT ON TOP OF [THE KOMETZ] — מזבח) וּמ� עֲלֵהוּ   וּמ�
 BRINGS IT UP to the top of the Altar AND OFFERS IT UP — בִּכְלִי שָׁרֵת

IN A SERVICE VESSEL,  בֵּי הָאִישִּׁים ל גּ�  AND SALTS — וּמוֹלְחוֹ וְנוֹתְנוֹ ע�

IT AND PLACES IT ON TOP OF THE FIRES.  קּוֹמֶץ ה� ב  Once — קָר�

THE KOMETZ IS OFFERED,  נֶאֱכָלִין THE REMNANTS — שְׁיָרֶיהָ 

OF [THE MINCHAH] ARE EATEN.  יִן י� לְתוֹכָהּ  לִיתֵּן  כֹּהֲנִים  ה� שָּׁאִין   וְר�
שׁ  AND THE KOHANIM ARE PERMITTED TO PUT WINE, OIL — וְשֶׁמֶן וּדְב�

OR HONEY IN [THE REMNANTS],  מֵּץ מִלְּח� אֶלָּא  אֲסוּרִין   AND — וְאֵין 

THEY ARE PROHIBITED ONLY FROM ALLOWING IT TO BECOME 

CHAMETZ.

 The Gemara articulates its question:

זָהָב שֶׁל  וּבִקְלָתוֹת  כֶּסֶף  שֶׁל  בִּקְלָתוֹת  מִיהָא   At any rate, [the — קָתָּנֵי 
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western wall is called ‘‘before Hashem,’’ because nothing interposed 
between the Altar and the Sanctuary. See diagram. Although the 
Antechamber (Ulam) was built in front of the Sanctuary, its opening 
was also twenty amos, which is as wide as the interior space of the 
Sanctuary, so it did not block the Altar from being ‘‘before Hashem’’ 
(Rashi).
 [It is unclear what Rashi means by this last sentence. How does the 
fact that the Antechamber’s opening was as wide as the interior space 
of the Sanctuary help to give the entire western wall of the Altar the 
status of ‘‘before Hashem,’’ when the Antechamber’s walls did in fact 
interpose between the thickness of the Sanctuary’s walls and the ends 
of the Altar? Regarding this problem, see Rashash and the commentary 
Ezras Kohanim to Toras Kohanim, Tzav, Parshasa 2:4, in Tosefos 
HaAzarah.]

17. The ‘‘front’’ of a structure is the side in which its entrance is 
situated (see Rashi to Zevachim 62a ד”ה שכל מקום).

18. The corners of the Sanctuary are situated directly opposite the 
corners of the Altar. If the minchah were to be brought by the Kohen to 
the south side of the Altar, therefore, it would not be ‘‘before Hashem,’’ 
because it would be outside of the area opposite the Sanctuary. The 
Kohen therefore brings it to the southwest corner, thereby fulfilling 
both the requirement of ‘‘to the front of the Altar’’ and ‘‘before Hashem’’ 
(see Rashi).

19. Since the verse alludes to both the western and southern sides of the 
Altar, perhaps the law is that the Kohen may bring the minchah 
offering to whichever one of those two sides he prefers (Rashi).

20. This rule concerns two verses that apparently contradict each other. 
If one verse is fulfilled, it can be consistent with the requirement of the 
other verse (‘‘it fulfills itself and fulfills the other’’), but if the second 
verse is fulfilled it cannot be consistent with the first verse (‘‘it fulfills 
itself but negates the other’’). In such a case the rule is that we leave 
aside the second verse and take the first verse as the primary 
requirement. This compliance with both verses is preferable to giving 
the option of fulfilling either one of the two verses (see Rashi).

11. [‘‘And sanctify it’’ in the Baraisa means ‘‘and thereby sanctify it.’’] 
That is, the Torah required that it be placed in a service vessel in order 
that the vessel sanctify it. The sanctification is effective even without 
any specific intention (Rashi).

12. Leviticus 2:1. These actions may be performed by a non-Kohen, since 
the next verse states that the minchah should be brought to a Kohen, 
which implies that the actions up till that point do not require a Kohen 
(Rashi).

13. Ibid. v. 2.

14. Ibid. v. 8. [Rashash emends the Gemara to conform with the verse.]

15. Leviticus 6:7. The phrase This is the law of the minchah implies
that the requirements of this verse apply to all minchah offerings 
(Rashi).

16. The Sanctuary (Heichal) was in the western portion of the Temple 
Courtyard, centered midway between the southern and northern walls; 
its width from north to south was thirty-two amos — twenty amos for 
its interior airspace and six amos each for the thickness of its two walls. 
The Altar was also placed midway between the southern and northern 
walls of the Courtyard, to the east of the Sanctuary (see, however, 
Gemara below). Since the Altar measured thirty-two amos square, its 
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phrase, IT COULD BE thought that a minchah must be brought TO 

THE WEST side of the Altar (which is ‘‘before Hashem,’’ since it 

faces the Sanctuary).[16]  ”ַמִּזְבֵּח 
ה ,,אֶל־פְּנֵי  ר  
לוֹמ לְמוּד  
 THE] — תּ

TORAH] therefore STATES: TO THE FRONT OF THE ALTAR, which 

connotes the south side of the Altar (since that is the side where 

the ramp is located).[17]  ”ַמִּזְבֵּח 
ה ,,אֶל־פְּנֵי   But IF one — אִי 

considers only the phrase TO THE FRONT OF THE ALTAR,  יָכוֹל 
דָּרוֹם 
 IT COULD BE thought that a minchah must be brought TO — בּ

THE SOUTH side of the Altar.  ’’ ה’  ,,לִפְנֵי  ר  
לוֹמ לְמוּד  
 THE] — תּ

TORAH] THEREFORE STATES: BEFORE HASHEM, which connotes the 

west side.  ד 
כֵּיצ  HOW SO, i.e. how can both of these — הָא 

seemingly contradictory verses be fulfilled?  גִּישָׁהּ בְּקֶרֶן דְּרוֹמִית 
 מ
עֲרָבִית 
-The answer is that [THE KOHEN] BRINGS [THE MIN — מ

CHAH] TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER of the Altar,  שֶׁל חוּדָּהּ   כְּנֶגֶד 
יּוֹ  TO THE TIP OF THE CORNER,[18] — קֶרֶן 
 AND THAT IS — וְד

SUFFICIENT. This, then, is the source for the law that a minchah is 

brought to the southwest corner of the Altar.

 The Baraisa continues with a dissenting view:

אֶלְעָזָר אוֹמֵר בִּי  
קֶרֶן  :R’ ELAZAR SAYS — ר שֶׁל  עֲרָבָהּ  
בְּמ גִּישֶׁנָּה  
י  יָכוֹל 
 IT COULD BE thought that HE MAY BRING [THE — אוֹ לִדְרוֹמָהּ שֶׁל קֶרֶן

MINCHAH] either TO THE WEST OF THE southwest CORNER OR TO 

THE SOUTH OF THE southwest CORNER.[19]  ָּרְת 
 To dispel this — אָמ

notion, YOU must SAY the following:  שְׁנֵי מוֹצֵא  תָּה  
שֶׁא מָקוֹם   כָּל 
צְמוֹ  ,WHEREVER YOU FIND TWO VERSES — מִקְרָאוֹת 
ע יֵּים  
מְק  אֶחָד 
יֵּים דִּבְרֵי חֲבֵירוֹ 
 ONE that FULFILLS ITSELF AND FULFILLS THE — וּמְק

OTHER,  ֹחֲבֵירו דִּבְרֵי  טֵּל  
וּמְב צְמוֹ  
ע יֵּים  
מְק  AND ONE that — וְאֶחָד 

FULFILLS ITSELF BUT NEGATES THE OTHER,  יֵּים 
שֶׁמְּק אֶת  נִּיחִין  
 מ
חֲבֵירוֹ טֵּל  
וּמְב צְמוֹ  
 WE LEAVE THE ONE THAT FULFILLS ITSELF — ע

BUT NEGATES THE OTHER,  ֹיֵּים חֲבֵירו 
צְמוֹ וּמְק 
יֵּים ע 
 וְתוֹפְסִין אֶת שֶׁמְּק
— AND WE TAKE THE ONE THAT FULFILLS ITSELF AND FULFILLS 

THE OTHER.[20] In our case this rule is applied as follows:  תָּה 
 כֶּשֶׁא
עֲרָב 
מּ 
בּ  ’’ ה’  ,,לִפְנֵי   IF YOU SAY that the phrase BEFORE — אוֹמֵר 

vessel in order to thereby sanctify it in the service vessel.[11]

 The Baraisa continued:

וּלְבוֹנָתָהּ מְנָהּ  
שׁ עָלֶיהָ   HE [the one bringing the minchah] — וְנוֹתֵן 

PLACES ITS OIL AND ITS LEVONAH ON IT.

 The Gemara explains:

ן עָלֶיהָ לְבֹנָה” 
ק עָלֶיהָ שֶׁמֶן וְנָת 
ר ,,וְיָצ 
 As it is stated: he shall — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ
pour oil upon it and place levonah upon it.[12]

 The Baraisa stated:

.AND HE BRINGS IT TO A KOHEN — וּמוֹלִיכָהּ אֵצֶל כֹּהֵן

 The Gemara explains:

וגו’ ” הֲרֹן  
א אֶל־בְּנֵי  ,,וֶהֱבִיאָהּ   For it is written:[13] And he — דִּכְתִיב 
shall bring it to the sons of Aaron etc.

 The Baraisa stated:

.THE KOHEN then TAKES IT TO THE ALTAR — וְכֹהֵן מוֹלִיכָהּ אֵצֶל מִזְבֵּחַ

 The Gemara explains:

מִּזְבֵּחַ” 
ה [אֶל]  (אצל)  ,,וְהִגִּישָׁהּ   For it is written: and he — דִּכְתִיב 
shall bring it close to the Altar.[14]

 The Baraisa stated:

עֲרָבִית 
מ דְּרוֹמִית  בְּקֶרֶן  גִּישָׁהּ  
-[THE KOHEN] BRINGS [THE MIN — מ

CHAH] TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER of the Altar,  שֶׁל חוּדָּהּ   כְּנֶגֶד 
יּוֹ  ,TO THE TIP OF THE CORNER — קֶרֶן 
 AND THAT IS — וְד

SUFFICIENT.

 The Gemara explains:

 For it is — דִּכְתִיב  ?From where do we know this — מְנָלָן
written:  אֶל־פְּנֵי ה’  לִפְנֵי  הֲרןֹ  
בְּנֵי־א אֹתָהּ  קְרֵב  
ה מִּנְחָה  
ה ת  
תּוֹר  ,,וְזֹאת 
מִּזְבֵּחַ” 
 And this is the law of the minchah: The sons of — ה
Aaron shall bring it before Hashem, to the front of the Altar.[15]

נְיָא 
’’  :And it was taught in a Baraisa — וְת ה’   The — ,,לִפְנֵי 

verse states: BEFORE HASHEM.  עֲרָב 
מּ 
 On the basis of this — יָכוֹל בּ
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 The Gemara explains:

בִּי יִשְׁמָעֵאל עְמָא דְּר אי ט ר  ?What is R’ Yishmael’s reason — מ  גָּמ
מִמְּצוֹרָע ,,כְּלִי”   He expounds a gezeirah shavah of the — ,,כְּלִי” 

words vessel, vessel, from the section regarding the metzora.[10]

לָּן חֶרֶס חֲדָשָׁה ה לְּה  Just as there, regarding a metzora, a new — מ

Gemara The Gemara elaborates on the vial used to hold the 

water and earth:

-A NEW EARTHEN — פְּיָלֵי שֶׁל חֶרֶס חֲדָשָׁה  :A Baraisa taught — תָּנָא

WARE VIAL is required;  יִשְׁמָעֵאל בִּי  ר  these are THE — דִּבְרֵי 

WORDS OF R’ YISHMAEL.[9]

that same vessel (Rashi to Numbers 5:17, from Bamidbar Rabbah 9:14). A 
half log of water was taken from the kiyor for this purpose.

5. The Mishnah below (17a) records a dispute as to how many verses of 
the Torah’s passage concerning the sotah are to be written into the 
scroll that the Kohen erases into the water. Of all the opinions cited 
there, the one asserting that the smallest amount of writing is erased is 
R’ Yehudah (Rashi). The Mishnah observes that just as R’ Yehudah in 
that Mishnah minimizes the amount of writing, so does he minimize 
the amount of water here.
 [Rashi to Menachos 88a חצי  states that the amount of water ד”ה 
required is Halachah LeMoshe MiSinai (cf. Torah Temimah to Numbers 
5:18 §102). Tos. Yom Tov suggests that rather than specify a particular 
amount, the Halachah LeMoshe MiSinai stated that the amount of water 
to be taken should be sufficient to easily and effectively erase the writing 
on the scroll. Hence, R’ Yehudah, who limits the amount of writing, 
similarly limits the amount of water. Cf. Chidushei Radal.]

6. The entire floor of the Sanctuary was tiled with marble. This par-
ticular stone, however, stood out from the rest, and had a ring attached 
to it by which the Kohen could lift it from among the others (Rashi).

7. [The standard editions of Mishnayos have נוֹטֵל in place of וְנוֹטֵל.]
8. Numbers 5:17. Since the verse does not state that the earth should be 
added יִם מּ� יִם into the water, but rather ,בּ� מּ�  to the water, it is implied ,אֶל ה�
that the earth should not be dissolved in the water, but rather should be 
visible in it (Rashi).

9. The Tanna of our Mishnah, however [who makes no mention of a 
new vial], holds that even a used one is valid (see Rashi ד”ה לא שנו).

10. When a metzora is cured of his tzaraas, he undergoes a process of 
purification described by the Torah as follows (Leviticus 14:4-7): The 
Kohen shall command, and he shall take for the person being purified 
two live, tahor birds, cedarwood, scarlet wool and hyssop. The Kohen 
shall command, and he shall slaughter the one bird into an earthenware 
vessel over spring (literally: ‘‘living’’) water. As for the live bird, he shall 
take it with the cedarwood, and the scarlet wool and the hyssop, and he 
shall dip them and the live bird into the blood of the bird that was 
slaughtered over the spring water. Then he shall sprinkle seven times 
upon the person being purified from the tzaraas and purify him. R’ 
Yishmael, the Gemara says, expounds a gezeirah shavah from this 
passage to the passage of sotah.

1. This explanation for why the sotah’s minchah is of barley was quoted 
in a Baraisa cited on 9a (Rashi).

2. She acted like an animal in abandoning herself to cohabitation with 
someone other than her husband (Rashi), so it is fitting that her 
minchah be composed of animal food. (See Ramban to Numbers 5:15 for 
an original and different explanation for why her minchah is composed 
of barley.)
 [There were two renowned Rabban Gamliels: One, Rabban Gamliel 
the Elder, who held the position of Nasi several decades before the end 
of the Second Temple era, and his grandson Rabban Gamliel of Yavneh, 
who occupied the same position shortly after the Destruction. It seems 
unlikely that either of these would have commented about a statement 
made by R’ Meir, because R’ Meir was a contemporary of Rabban 
Shimon ben Gamliel the Second, the son of Rabban Gamliel of Yavneh 
(see Horayos 13b). Perhaps, therefore, the Rabban Gamliel mentioned 
here is the lesser known Rabban Gamliel son of R’ Yehudah HaNasi 
(mentioned in Avos 2:2), great-grandson of Rabban Gamliel of Yavneh, 
who either [in his youth] heard the explanation directly from R’ Meir, 
or else heard it repeated in R’ Meir’s name. Alternatively, the name 
Rabban Gamliel is a copyist’s error and should read Rabban Shimon 
ben Gamliel [as indeed is found in Sifrei to Numbers 5:15] (see 
Maharshal, Maharatz Chayes and Sifrei DeVei Rav).]

3. A לֵי  ;phial or vial, is a container used for holding liquids (see Rashi ,פְּי�
see Rashi to Genesis 40:1 חטאו  Meiri comments that the Greek] .(ד”ה 
term לֵי  used here is reserved for drinks of misfortune, as in Isaiah פְּי�
ה :51:17 רְעֵל� תּ� ת כּוֹס ה� ע� א which Targum renders ,אֶת־קֻבּ� ט� א דִלְו� ס� יְלֵי כּ� ת פּ�  the ,י�
‘‘phialei’’ cup of curse. Cf. Kerem Nota.]

4. [The kiyor was a large copper water basin situated in the Court-
yard. It was a kli shareis used by the Kohanim to wash their hands and 
feet in preparation for performing the service (see Exodus 30:17-21).] The 
Torah requires that the bitter waters be ‘‘holy waters’’ (Numbers 5:17), 
meaning water that had been sanctified by being placed in a kli shareis 
(Rashi, from Sifrei). Although any kli shareis would have sufficed for this 
function (see Kerem Nota and Dvar Shaul 21:1; cf. Chidushei HaGriz), 
the kiyor was specifically chosen because the original kiyor in the 
Tabernacle had been fashioned from the mirrors donated by the 
righteous Israelite women of that era, who had used them in Egypt to 
enhance their marriages (see above, 11b note 11). Let this sotah, who 
strayed from those women’s example of marital loyalty, be tested using 

 
NOTES

Mishnah The Mishnah continues its description of the sotah ritual:

 וְנוֹתֵן לְתוֹכָהּ חֲצִי לוֹג  would bring an earthenware vial[3] [The Kohen] — הָיָה מֵבִיא פְּיָלֵי שֶׁל חֶרֶס
כִּיּוֹר יִם מִן ה בִּי יְהוּדָה אוֹמֵר  and put into it half a log of water from the kiyor.[4] — מ  רְבִיעִית  :R’ Yehudah says — ר

— A quarter log.

 The Mishnah interjects:

כְּתָב עֵט בּ יִם  ,Just as [R’ Yehudah] minimizes the amount of writing on the scroll — כְּשֵׁם שֶׁמְּמ מּ עֵט בּ  so — כָּךְ מְמ
he minimizes the amount of water required for its erasure.[5] 

 The Mishnah resumes its description of the sotah process:

הֵיכָל וּפָנָה לִימִינוֹ ס ל  וּמָקוֹם הָיָה שָׁם  .Vial in hand, [the Kohen] entered the Sanctuary and turned to his right — נִכְנ
מָּה ל א מָּה ע הָיְתָה קְבוּעָה  ,There on the floor was a place an amah by an amah wide — א ת  ע בּ וְט יִשׁ  בְלָא שֶׁל שׁ וְט
גְבִּיהַ  with a marble flagstone and a ring fixed to it.[6] — בָּהּ חְתֶּיהָ  When he lifts it — כְּשֶׁהוּא מ  — וְנוֹטֵל עָפָר מִתּ
he takes earth from beneath it[7]  יִם מּ ל ה  and places enough in the vial so as to be visible — וְנוֹתֵן כְּדֵי שֶׁיֵּרָאֶה ע
on the water,  ”מָּיִם ן אֶל־ה כֹּהֵן וְנָת ח ה מִּשְׁכָּן יִקּ ע ה רְק ר ,,וּמִן־הֶעָפָר אֲשֶׁר יִהְיֶה בְּק  as it is stated: and from the — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ
earth that will be on the Tabernacle floor, the Kohen shall take and add to the water.[8]

ר  but for a poor woman, what is there to say? How do you — לְמֵימ

explain the fact that a poor sotah’s offering is also of barley!

 The Gemara resumes its interrupted quotation of the Baraisa, 

with Rabban Gamliel giving his own explanation for the Torah’s 

choice of barley for the sotah’s minchah:

בְהֵמָה עֲשֵׂה  מ עֲשֶׂיהָ  שֶׁמּ כְּשֵׁם   RATHER, JUST AS HER ACTIONS — אֶלָּא 

WERE the ACTIONS OF AN ANIMAL,  בְּהֵמָה ל  אֲכ מ קָרְבָּנָהּ   SO — כָּךְ 

HER OFFERING IS from the FOOD OF ANIMALS.[2]

 The Gemara interrupts its quotation of the Baraisa to explain 

what prompted Rabban Gamliel’s appeal:

ר בִּי מֵאִיר דְּקָאָמ מְעֵיהּ לְר  הִיא  :For he had heard R’ Meir say — דְּשׁ
נֵּי עוֹלָם עֲד ;She fed him the delicacies of the world‘‘ — הֶאֱכִילָתוֹ מ
בְּהֵמָה ל  אֲכ מ קָרְבָּנָהּ   therefore her sacrifice is animal — לְפִיכָךְ 
food.’’[1]  ּלְהו ר   [Rabban Gamliel] therefore said to [the — אָמ
Sages]:  ח עֲשִׁירָה  That explanation is appropriate for a — הָתֵינ
wealthy woman, who can afford expensive foods,  אי אִיכָּא  עֲנִיָּה מ
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4. The Temple should certainly be equal to the Mishkan insofar as test-
ing and purging the sotah from within it (Rashi). [One who commits a 
severe, perverse type of sin brings tumah upon himself. If he then enters 
the Temple, he contaminates that holy place (see Ramban to Leviticus 
18:21). It follows, therefore, that if the Temple is equal to the Mishkan 
insofar as one who possesses a weaker form of contamination, (such 
as bodily tumah), is forbidden to enter, then certainly it is equal to the 
Mishkan insofar as testing and expelling an adulteress, who possesses 
a far fouler form of tumah.]

5. That is, he may not take earth from his box outside the Temple [people 
generally maintained a box of earth in their homes for covering filth on 
their earthen floors], put it in a vessel, and bring it into the Sanctuary to 
use. Rather, he must take the earth from the floor of the Sanctuary. And 
if no earth is present there, he must bring earth from the outside and 
place it on the Sanctuary floor, and only then use it for the sotah process. 
In this way both phrases: ‘‘on the floor of the Mishkan’’ and ‘‘that will 
be’’ are fulfilled — as explained in the previously cited Baraisa (Rashi). 
[Isi ben Menachem’s opinion is thus identical with that of the previous 
Baraisa (Rashi to 15b ד”ה תניא אידך).]

6. [There is a mitzvah to cover the blood of a slaughtered kosher bird 
or non-domesticated beast (chayah) with earth (ם 
דּ ה�  In Chullin [.(כִּסּוּי 
(88b), Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel disagree as to whether ashes can 
be used in place of earth for this requirement. The dispute is based on 
the verse (Numbers 19:17): את 
טּ ח� ה� ת  שְׂרֵפ� ר  מֵעֲפ� מֵא  
טּ ל� קְחוּ  
 And they ,וְל
shall take for the tamei person some of the ashes of the burning of the 
chatas (i.e. parah adumah). Since the term ר 
פ 
 (literally: earth) is used ע
in this verse for ‘‘ashes,’’ Beis Hillel infer that ashes can also be used 
whenever Scripture requires earth. Beis Shammai disagree, because 
that verse calls the ashes ה 
שְׂרֵפ ר   Where the .(’’dust of burning‘‘) עֲפ�
Torah uses the word ר 
פ 
 alone, however, it refers specifically to earth ע
and not ashes (Rashi).

7. The phrase on the floor of the Mishkan is superfluous, because the 
phrase that will be teaches that it is not necessary to dig earth from the 
Mishkan floor. The phrase on the floor of the Mishkan must therefore be 
teaching that only something similar to the floor of the Mishkan may be 
used for the sotah [i.e. earth, but not ashes] (Rashi).

8. [The word עֵקֶב means heel; thus, the Gemara means that the basic 
meaning of the verse, upon which it stands, is negated by the halachah.]

9. Leviticus 17:13. The Torah does not mention any other substance that 
may be used for performing this commandment (Rashi).

10. That is, with anything in which plants can grow, such as orpiment, 
lime, ground earthenware or crushed brick (Rashi, from Chullin 88a,b).

11. Numbers 6:5: All the days of his nazirite vow a razor shall not pass 
over his head.

1. Fourteen years after the Jews entered the Holy Land, the Tabernacle 
was erected in Shiloh. It stood there for over three centuries until it 
was destroyed by the Philistines, at which time a new Tabernacle was 
erected in Nov, and then again, when that one was destroyed, in Giveon. 
Finally, the Temple was erected in Jerusalem (Zevachim 118b). [The 
Temple is called ‘‘the Eternal House’’ because once it was established 
no offerings were permitted to be brought in any other place; and also 
because once the Temple was built, God never caused His Shechinah to 
rest in any other location (Rashi).]
 The Tabernacle in Shiloh differed significantly from its counterpart in 
the Wilderness. While both Tabernacles were roofed over with curtains, 
the Wilderness Tabernacle, which was designed to be portable, was 
made of detachable wooden beams, whereas the one in Shiloh was a 
stone structure (Mishnah, Zevachim 112b). Accordingly, since the Torah 
speaks of taking earth for the sotah from ‘‘the floor of the Mishkan,’’ 
and the term ‘‘Mishkan’’ implies a temporary structure, we would 
have thought that the sotah could not be given to drink in the more 
permanent structure of Shiloh — and surely not in the very permanent 
structure of the Temple. We might also have thought that the sotah 
could not be given to drink in Nov and Giveon, because although the 
Tabernacles there were as temporary as that in the Wilderness, they did 
not possess the same sanctity, for the Holy Ark did not reside within 
them. The superfluous word floor thus teaches that the sotah may be 
given to drink even in Shiloh, Nov and Giveon, and the Temple (Tos. 
HaRosh here, Tos. Yeshanim to Yoma 44a ד”ה שילה).
 [The above explanation accords with our reading of the Gemara. 
Rashi, however, deletes the words ‘‘Shiloh, Nov and Giveon,’’ because 
the Sanctuary in Shiloh was in fact called ‘‘Mishkan’’ (as we find in 
Psalms 78:60: and He abandoned the Mishkan of Shiloh), and therefore 
needs no special verse to include it. And the Tabernacles in Nov and 
Giveon were in fact not suitable for giving sotahs to drink, because the 
altar in each of those places had the status of only a bamah, since the 
Ark was not there. Therefore, the sotah’s minchah — which is critical 
to the sotah rite — could not be offered there, because it is a private 
obligatory offering, and the law is that private offerings that do not 
have a specific time at which they must be offered may not be brought 
at a bamah. Rather, the Baraisa should read as it appears in Sifrei 
to this verse: to include the floor of the Eternal House, i.e. the Temple, 
because the Temple is called ‘‘Mikdash’’ and not ‘‘Mishkan.’’ Cf. Tosafos 
[.ד”ה לרבות וד”ה ובית עולמים

2. Entering the Mishkan or Temple while tamei is considered a ‘‘le-
nient’’ tumah because it is not subject to capital punishment, but only 
to kares (Rashi; cf. Emek HaNetziv to Sifrei).

3. For in Numbers Ch. 19 there is a separate verse forbidding entry into 
each location (Rashi, from Shevuos 16b).

 
NOTES

 According to the view of — דְּבֵית הִלֵּל דְּאָמְרֵי מָצִינוּ אֵפֶר שֶׁקָּרוּי עָפָר
Beis Hillel, who say that we find ashes to be called earth.
אי  What would Beis Hillel hold regarding using ashes for a — מ�

sotah?  עָפָר דְּאִיקְּרִי  ב  גּ� ל  ע� ף   Would they say that even — א�
though [ashes] are called earth,  מִּשְׁכָּן” כְּתִיב ע ה� רְק�  — הָכָא ,,בְּק�

here it is written: on the floor of the Tabernacle, and that 

superfluous phrase excludes ashes?[7]  ע רְק� ,,בְּק� אי  ה� דִּילְמָא   אוֹ 
מִּשְׁכָּן” -Or perhaps this phrase on the floor of the Taberna — ה�
cle  דְּאָתֵי הוּא  חֵם  מְנ� בֶּן  וּלְכִדְאִיסִי  יְהוּדָה  בֶּן   comes to — לְכִדְאִיסִי 

teach the ruling of Isi ben Yehudah or of Isi ben Menachem, as 

stated in the previously cited Baraisa, and therefore cannot be 

used to exclude ashes. — ? —
 The Gemara attempts a resolution:

ע שְׁמ� בִּי  .Come, learn a proof — תָּא  ר� מִשּׁוּם  יוֹחָנָן  בִּי  ר� ר   דְּאָמ�
:For R’ Yochanan stated in the name of R’ Yishmael — יִשְׁמָעֵאל
 In three places a Halachah — בִּשְׁלשָֹׁה מְקוֹמוֹת הֲלָכָה עוֹקֶבֶת מִקְרָא

LeMoshe MiSinai undermines[8] i.e. overrides the simple mean-

ing of the verse:  ”בֶּעָפָר,, אָמְרָה  תּוֹרָה   The Torah stated — ה�

that the blood of a slaughtered non-domestic animal or bird 

should be covered with earth,[9]  דָּבָר בְּכָל  הֲלָכָה   but the — ו�
Halachah LeMoshe MiSinai states that it may be covered with 
anything.[10]  ”ר ע� ,,בְּת� אָמְרָה  תּוֹרָה  The Torah stated — ה�
that a nazir may not cut his hair with a razor,[11]  בְּכָל הֲלָכָה  ו�

וְגִבְעוֹן וּבֵית עוֹלָמִים  of the Sanctuaries in SHILOH, NOV — שִׁילהֹ נוֹב 

AND GIVEON, AND of THE ETERNAL HOUSE [the Temple in 

Jerusalem].[1]  אוֹמֵר חֵם  מְנ� בֶּן  :ISI BEN MENACHEM SAYS — אִיסִי 

 IT IS NOT NECESSARY to include the Temple through — אֵינוֹ צָרִיךְ

this verse, for its inclusion may be derived through logic.  ה  וּמ�
כָּתוּב ק ה� לָּה לאֹ חָל�  ,IF CONCERNING A LENIENT TUMAH — בְּטוּמְאָה ק�

i.e. entering the Temple while tamei,[2] SCRIPTURE DID NOT 

DISTINGUISH between the Mishkan and the Temple,[3]  ת  בְּטוּמְא�
שֶׁכֵּן כָּל  לאֹ  חֲמוּרָה  אִישׁ   then CONCERNING THE SEVERE — אֵשֶׁת 

TUMAH OF A MARRIED WOMAN, IS IT NOT CERTAINLY SO?[4]  אִם כֵּן 
מִּשְׁכָּן” ע ה� רְק� ר ,,בְּק� לְמוּד לוֹמ� ה תּ�  IF SO, WHAT DOES [THE TORAH] — מ�

TEACH with the words ON THE FLOOR OF THE MISHKAN?  ֹשֶׁלּא 
 THAT HE SHOULD NOT BRING earth in FROM HIS — יָבִיא מִתּוֹךְ קוּפָּתוֹ

BOX.[5]

 The Gemara elaborates on the earth needed for the sotah ritual:

לְהוּ עְיָא  עָפָר  :They inquired — אִיבּ� שָׁם   If there is no — אֵין 
earth there,  הוּ שֶׁיִּתֵּן אֵפֶר  what is [the law] as to whether — מ�
[the Kohen] may place ashes in the water instead?  לִּיבָּא דְּבֵית  א�
לָךְ תִּיבָּעֵי  אי לאֹ  מּ�  According to the view of Beis Shammai — שׁ�
you need not inquire,  עָפָר שֶׁקָרוּי  אֵפֶר  מָצִינוּ  לאֹ   for — דְּאָמְרֵי 
they say elsewhere that we do not find ashes to be called 
earth.[6]  ְלָך תִּיבָּעֵי  לִּיבָּא  ?When should you inquire — כִּי   א�

 HAYAH MEIVI CHAPTER TWO SOTAH 16a1



����� ����� 	��
��� �� ����� ����

� �� �� � ��� ��� �������� ������� ��	�
�� ������ ���� �� ���
	
� ��� � �	�� 
����	������ ��� �� �	

 � �� � �� � ���� ��� ��� ���
�
��
��� ���� � �� ��
��� �� �����	 
	 � ���	��
��� �����

��� ���� � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� �������� ����������� ������� ��	�
��
������ ���� � ��� �� �����	 �� 
����	������

��� ������ 	
� ���������� �� ��

��
� ��� �� � �� ������ 	� 	� 	� ���� ���� ����� ��� �� ���� �
� ��� ����
��
������� �� �� � ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	���
��� 
��� ����� ��	�
������ �

��� ������ ��!���� ��� ��

��
��� �� �� ��� �� � ��� �	���
��� �
��� 
	�� �
�� 
� ��� ����� 	
���� ��������� ������� ��	�
�� �	����	�� � "����� 
�� ����
��� 
�����# ����� �� ������ �
 ��� ��� ���� 
� ���� �
�� 	
�
��
"� �	���	$#
��� ������ ��%��

��� �� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� � ��
� ���� �	� ��� �	���
��� ��
�� 
��
���� �
���� !�������� ���� ��
� �� ���� ��� ��	� ���� �� ����&��'�

��� ������ �	������
! ���" � ��� ���  � ���� ��� ���
 ��� ���� 
� 
 
���	�� ��� �� �� ���
!�� 	� �
� �
��� 	� 
 "
�
	�
 ��$���	$ ��� ���
	� ���"	$ 
� �
������ ���(� ���� �! �#$� �%$� �� � �&�' �� � �!� �� �( �� �� �� ��� �� ��

 � ��� "����
���������)� ��� �� ����� �� �� ��� �� ���� ��!� �� ����� ��� �

��� ��� ���"# � �� �% � ���� �� # �$�� �  �% &#'#��()*#+,

����	$ ���� ��� �������� �	��� �
�� ���� �� ���"��# $� ��


������� �! �)��* � �� �� �� �+ �,$� �� �� ���)� � ��� "���� �
	�	���� ��� ����
��� ��� ���"� ��� ��� �!��"�$� - - �� �. � ���� �� # �$�� �
 �% %.#/)!)#+, ����	$ ���� 
	�� ��� �	�������� ����� ���� ��
���"��# ��� "���� ���	 �
	������� �� �� �&�' �� �� �! �#$� �%$� �� ��

� ���

��� ��� ���" ����� �� ��� �# � �� �� �� ��, �� � ���� �� # �$�� �
 �% �&�)' &#'#��()*#+� � �� ��� - �� ��� � �� �% � *
�� ���	 ���
�
��� ��
"��� � &#'#��()*��)$' �
��
��� �� � %.#/)!)/��)$'
�
��
��� �� � ���
	� &#'#��()*��)$', /� �! �% � �& �� / �� � �� �� � ��
- �� �. �� � �$0 /�''$� +#�)1# �'�� )'& $� #� � �' � �� )%

%)2)(�� �$ � # %.#/)!)/��)$'���+� 	�0� �% ��+ � � ���� � - �� �. � �
� �� �� �� �� � �! �# � 30%� �% � # %.#/)!)/��)$' )% %.#/)!)/�((� �

.(�/# )' � )/  �)� )% &�� #�#+ �'+ %##', 	�0� �% ��+ � � �% 1 ��
� �� �� �� �� � �! �#�%$�$$, �'�.(�/# )'� )/  �)� )%&�� #�#+�'+

%##' ���� �� ���"��#
��� ������ �,���	��

� �� �� � ����
� ���� ���� ������ 	������4 � �� �� �' �� �� � �!� �# � �� ���
)� 	������� 5��	� �
	����-� - �!� � �� � � .	� ��
� ���� 	�
�6�����4 2� ���* 2� �&�� �3� � �� �( �� �� �� �� - �!� �� )� �6������ ��� ���

� ���� 5�������� 
��5	� 
�� �	� ���	�� ���������

��� ������ 	
� �,���	� �� ��

��
� �! �� �3 �% �� �&�' � � �� �� �� �� �� � ��� ������ ��� /�������� ������
	�
��� ������ �
�
��
� � ���� ���� 7����� ��
��� ��� ������ �


*0�1/
��# 1"�	 ��� ����
�� 
� �� ����%	$ � �� ��	� 2������ ��
� 3��	��
����� �+�4#

��# ������
��� ����� � ��� �� �� � �	 
� � � � �� � ��� �
� ��� �����
�� ����� ����
 �� ��� � ������
 � ��!���
��" ��� �
�� � �	 
� 2�� �� 4� ������
�
����� �������	�� �
� 	 #������� �'��) 5����� ��	 *���� �������
���� �� ��
�� � ��
����� ���� 6������ ������� �
 �� ��
� ���
	 77
	
� �� ����� �	� ��� ���� ��� � ����� �������� �
 2"# �(4 �� � � � �� ���
�$������
� ������ 2����� �
 %��!�
 � � �	� ����4#

��# 0	 �	 
�"� ����� �������� 
� � �

��	 ������ 2������ ��
� &��
 �+�4#
.�������� ���� 
� ����� ����� ���� 8 ���� ��� ��

� 
� � �
�� 
�

	
	9�
����� �	��� ��� �� �
"���� ��� �	���	$� ���� ��� 
���� �
�
�����	 �
 ��� �� ��� ��� �	���	$� �	� ���� � �� ��� �� �����	 
	
�	���	$ 8 � ���"�� �� ��� ������ 2'�����
 ))�� ����� �+� �	� &��

��� �������"���4 ��
� � ������ /�������� "����� �
 ���� ����	$�� �
�������� ������� ��	�
�� ��
��� 	
� �� 	�������� �
 ����� ����� ����#
:
��"��� ;< =������ ��	��	� ���� ���� 
� ��
�� "����� � ������
	����� �
 ����� �	
���� ���� �	� ���� ��� ������ ���� ��� "����� ��
��������� ����
��� 8 ��� 	
� �� ���� �
����� 8 �
� ��
�� ����# >	 �����
���� � ��� ;< =������ ���� 
	�� ����� ����� ����� �� �,������ 
� ���
�������� ������� ��	�
�� 
"����	$ /�������� �	� 	
	� 
� ��� ��	�

���� ���� ���� ��� ���"�� ���
�$� /�������� �,�
��
	� ��	� ���� �

�
	������ ��� ���	 ���		$ 
� ��� "������ �
� ��
�� �,�
��
	� ���
�
	�9��� �,�
��
	� �	� ��� 
� ���� �������� 2�����( ��� ����	���

� ������� �
���	�� ���� ��� �� �,���	�� 	 	
�� �)4#

� # ?�� �� ��� ���
 ��� ���� 
� ���� �� �	 	���	�� 	 ���� ���
�������� ������� ��	�
�� �	����	�� � "����� �
� ��� �
��� ������
���� ��� @
��	 ���� ����� 77�����<< 	�
 ��� ���� ������ �	� ���
�������� ������� ��	�
�� 
"������ ��� "���� �	� ������ �� �
 ���
�"�	 ����� 2�����( ��# ������� �� %����� ����� ������� 4# .	� ��
��		
� ��� ���� ��� /�������� ���� 77�����<< 	������ ����� ��
 ���� ���
������
	 �
 ��� ����� � 	
� �	 �,����� 
� � �������� �������
��	�
�� 
"����	$ � "���� ��� ����� ��� ���	 ���		$ 
� ��� "������
�
� � ;< =������ ���� ���� ��� �
�� 77�����<< �������� 	������ ������
�� �
��� 	
� ��"� ����� ��
	$ �� ����� ����� ��� ���� ���� ���� 
����
���	 ����� ��� �� ���� �
� ��� ��A"�� 
� �
"��	$ ��

� 2������ ���
���	���
	 
� �������� 4# ����� �� ����
�$� ���������� ;< =������
�$���� ��� 5�� :���� ���� 77����� ��� ������ �����<< 2��# )��� �� 4� ��
���"�� ��
� ��� "���� ��$���	$ ��� $���� ������ 2��� 	
�� '4� ���� �
	
� �
 ��� ���� ��� ����� �� �
���
 
� ��� ���� � 	 � 	������ ������ �
�
��������� ��� �
�� � 	 � ���	� ����� �	� ����� ��
	� 2�	� ��� "���� 	
��$��� �
 $���� ������ � 
	�� �	 ������� 4� �� �"��	��� �� ;<
=������<� 	����
	 	 �� ��� 
� ��� ���� 
� �
"��	$ ��

�� ����� ���
�
�� � 	 � � ���
 ����# .��
��	$��� ��� ;< =������ �������� ��� ���

� ����� �
� ��� ���� ��
����� �� ��
��� ��"� ����� ��� ���� 
� ���� ��
�	
���� 	���	�� 
� ��� �������� ������� ��	�
�� �	����		$ �

"����# /	�� �� �� 	
�� �� ��� �$������� �
	����� ���� ����� ���
	"��� �
� ��� ���� �����# B�# )��� �� �
 '�����
 ))� ���� ����#�
���� .����
	� ��%� �
��"��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ;< =������

	������ ��� ���� 
� �
"��	$ ��

� 	 �� ��� � 	�
	����"� ��

� ����
��� �
�� � 	 � �
�� 	
� �������� 	����� ������ �
� ������� ��� �
�� �
��
	 ���� 	����� ������ �	� ��� �������� ������� ��	�
�� � 	����� �

����� ���� ���� ���� ���	 ������ ���� �� 
����	� �	� ��� 2��� 	
��
�-4� ��� "��� �
� ����
��	$ ��� ��A"�� 2��������� �� *+�!� %���� 4#
/�� ������� 	����" �
�'# ��	������� � ��		� �
�� 	
� 
���� �	 	�
������ ��� ���	 � ���%�

	�� 
	� ��� �
 �
������ � 2����� �
 )��
�� ��� ���� ��� ����4# ����� �
�� ��� �
 �,���	 ;< =������<� ��� �� ��	$ 	�
������� ����� ���� ��
�� ����� 
	� 
���� �������� ������� ��	�
�� ���� ��� 
����� �� ����#
�(# 0	�� � �
	����� ������ ���
��� ���� 
� �	� �����
�� 
� �������
�� �	���$
�� � ������ �������
	 ��
������ �������� �� ��� �
��� 	
��!����� B�# ��# .�
	$ 
���� ��	$�� ��� ��
������ ����� �
� ��� @
��	
�
 ���"� ��� �������� �	��� �
�� ��� � ��A
� 
	 ��
 ��������

����
	� 2����� 4# ��� ���� � �� ��� ����� 
� ��� �������
	 2����� ���
������ ���	%�	$ ��� ��� ��

� 
� � ��� �	� ���	$ �����C ��!�����
���� ��4# D
��
�	$ ���� ��� ������ ������� ������ 	 � ��+!��� �	�
�� ��"�� 
� ���� � �
������ ������� 2��!����� ���)C ������� ���"
)���� )������ ����4# :� 	
� �
�	�� � ���
� 
� ��"�	 ����# 0	 ���
��"�	�� ��� �� � ���"�� � ���
	� ��� ��
� �����"�� ��� ��� $�
�	 	
��� 	����� �	� �$�	 ������� ������ 	 � ��+!��" 0	 ��� �
��
�	$
��� 2��� �$���4� �� 
����� ��� ��������� �������� �	� ���
���
�
�������� ���� 2������ ��# ����4# ��� 5����� �,�
�	�� � "����
�����		$ �
 ��� ���
	� ���"	$#
�)# ��!����� ���+# ��� "���� 	 �� �	����� ������ � ���� �� � ��� �� �� ��  !" �� �� � ��
�� 
��� �� !� � �#$� �$� �� �� ��%� 
� �&'�� � 
� �� !% � �($� �� �� !)�&�$� �� !� � �#$� �$� ��� *
� � �����
�� �
 �� ��!�
� ���� �� ����� ���!� ��� ��� ���� , ��� ���� �
� ���
����� �
� ��� �������� , �
� ��� ��� ���� ����� �� ���!�"
�+# .��
��	$ �
 ��� ��	����� ��� ������ ������ 
� ��� �������"�
������ 	 
�� "���� 8 ��� ����� ����� �	� �����
�� 8 �� �
� ��� ����
$�	���� �������	�� �
	�		$ �� �������
	 �
 ��
�� ������ ������

	��# ��� �	�� �,��	�"� �������	� ���	 ���"�� �
 ��
���	 ���
�������
	 
� ��� ��� �� � ��$���� �
 	����� ��� ������ ���� ��� �������
�
 ��� ������ �������� 	 ��� ������ �������	�#
��� 5����� 	
� 	
��� ��� ���		$ ������������ 
� ��� ������

���� ����� 	 ��� "����# 5���� 
	 ���� � �
�������� ��� ���� ����
���	����� ���� ����� 
� ��� ���� �� ���
"��#
�-# �?�������� ��� ��� 
� ��� ��$�# ��� ������ ����
�� � ��������
2����� 4#� ��� ��� � �
�� $������� �	� ������ "���� 2���	 ���
����
	 ���	�� �	��
����4#
��# ��� ��� 
	 ��� ���� �	� ��$�� ����
�$� "����� � 	
� $�������C ���
��� 
� ��� ������ ����
�$� $�������� � 	
� ������ "���� 2����� 4#



����� ����� 	��
��� �� ����� ����

���������	 �
�� 
� ��� � ����
 �� � �����	���� ��� �� �� 
 ���
��������� �
� ���� ���� �
� ������� � 
���� � ����� �� �
������������ � 	
�� � �� � �� �� �� �� �� �� � 	� 
 �
�� ���� ������

����� �� ����� ��� �������	 �
 	� �� � 	� � �� 
 �� �� 
� �� �� �� 
 ��

 ����� � !�"�! ���! �#� ���#!� $�%&	���� � 	�� �� ��� 	� 	� � 
 ���
'� ������� �
�� '�(�� �� � ��'� (���� ��������� �
�
����� 
���������� � �! �� �" �� �� �	# �� �$ � �! �� �" �� �! �%�" �� � ��� �� �& �� '�# ��(
�	��$� �
 
 ��% �� ��� ������� %�& �� ������ �#� � �����%

����#�) *#�� ��� �#!�� ����#�)	�� �
� �� �
�� �
� ��
��

���� �
�� ���� �� �
� ����� 
����� �
� ������� � 
����
���������	
 ������ �
� ����� ����������� �
����
 �
� 	�
�����
����
� ���������
 �
� 	�
��������
 �
�� �
� ���� ���	 �
�
����� ��  
��
 �
� 
��� � ���
���� ��� ��� ��� 
����! "
�#
�
��# � ����
�� ������� ��  
��
 �
� �������� �������
��
� �������� � ����# 	�� $� %�
���� ��� ��� ������� ��!��&�

"
� '����� ������� �
�� �
� ������ (� ��������� ��
������ (	 $� %�
�����
� 	! �� �� 
 �� � 	� �!�� � �
 
 �� 	� 
 !�+ ��(�,�� -�� &�'.(��/ ����� � ��
� 	
 �� �� � �� ���� � 	) 	� �� �� �$ 	! � 	� 
 0�� �!1 &���,��� ��� (���'2

���3 
�  � ���������� ��� ��  
��
 �
� 
������ �������
��
� ����,��� �� �)������ +��4 �� �� �	� 	� �
 �� �� � �� ���� � 	�

 (�� �� '��� ��� �� �
� ������� �'� 
������ �������
�������� ����,��� � !�--���(�� �)�������!��*�

"
� '����� ����� ����
�� ����� ���  
	 �
� ��� �� �������

���� ��� (� ��������� �� �������

 �� 	� � 	* 	* � �

!�+  �55� ����� � �
 ���� � � �� ���� � 	) 	� �� �� �$ 	! � 	� � ��

 0�� �!1 &���,��� ��� (���'���3 
�  � ���������� ���
��  
��
 �
� 
������ ������� ��
� ����,��� ���
������� � ����4 �� �� � �� ����( � �� ���� � 	�
 (�� �� '��� ��� �� �
�
������� �'� 
������ ������� �������� ����,��� ���
���� �� �
� ����!��+�

, �
��� ����� ��� �� ������� �
� ��� �� �
� ������� ��
�������

 �� 	� � �& �� � �
 
 !�+ ���� ����� � �+ �� � 	�� �� �� �� � 	� 
0��, �� '���
$������3  
��
 ����� �
� ���� �� (� 
����# ����� ���- � �� �

�� �� �� �� 	� �$ �� 
 #' �� !1 &���,��3 � �, 	
 ��( � �� 	� �� $� �
 	- �� 
 ���
65����� �
� "���
  ��
 �
� �)������ ���� �� ������.�'����
��� �5(�7�(�'����	��.�

/0"12
��! "
�� �# ���� �
� ����� 
����� � ����� 3���� 4# �� ������������� ��
�
� ����������� �� �
� 	�
��������
� ���������
 �
� 	�
��������
�
��! ��	�� 5���!
��! "
�� �
� ��������� ���� 
��� � ����� � (�	��� 6������# ���
��������� �
�� 
����� �
� ���� 35��+4 ���� ����	 �� ����� ����� ���
��� �� ����  ��
��� ������ ��	 ������������ �
��������! "
�  
��
�
� ������� � 
���� �
� ���� ����# �
� 7�
�� ��������	 
���# ��
�������� �� �
� ����� �� ���(�� ��� ���
���� 
���# �
� 
��� �� 
� ���#
��� ��� ��������# � �
�� ����� �
�� 
��� �
� ��������� ������ (��	
� � ����
 � � ����� 3���� ���� ����4!
��! ��	�� 5���!
�&! ,��
���
 �
� ����� ������� �� �
� ���� 8 �!�! �
� ����������� �
��
������ ���� �
� 	�
��������
� ���������
 �
� 	�
��������
 8 �
�
�� ���	 ����� ��  
��
 �
� 
��� � ���
���� ��� ���(�� ��� 
����# �
�
��
��
 �� ��	�� ���� �
�� �
� ��������� (��	 � 
���� �� ��
�������	! "
� ��� ���	 (� �
� ����� �� � �������� ������� ��
�
����������� �
� ����! �,��
���
 �
� 9������ ��6�������� �������� ��
�
� 	�
��������
� ���������
 �
� 	�
��������
  ���� ��� ��
�������� �
�� �
� 9����� ���� �
�� �
� ������ 
����
�
 � �
�� ���	
���� �� ���
���� ��� ���(�� 
��� ��� 
����# �
�� � (����� �
�
9����� ������� �
� �)������ �� � �������� ������� ��
� �� �
�
�������	! "
� ���� ���
��������� ��
��
 �� ��	��� 
� ����#  
��

���� �
�� �
� ��������� ������ (��	 � 
����# ���������	 ����� �
��������� �
�� � �������� ������� ��
� �������� �
� ���� 3��
�����
  �� :5�&4!�
�*! ;� �
� ��� ����� (	 $� %�
���� �
� ���� ���� �)�������	 <<����
#��
<<� �����
����� ��������#�� ��� <<� ��=���� 3���� 4! ;� �
� ��� �� �
�
�������� 
� ����# �
� $�((� �!���
��� �
� ���� 3�
����
 � 	�
�����
����
� ���������
 �
� 	�
��������
 4 �� ���� ���	 ����� ��  
��

�
� 
��� � ���
���� ��� ���! 2�� ����� ��� �������� ���"���
�+! "
�� �# �
� �������� ������� ��
� �����	 ��� ����� �
��
��� (� 
����! , ��
# �� � ��� ��������� ��	�
��� �������� �� �
�
"���
!
�0�� ���
� �� �
�� �
� ��� �� 
��� ��������� (	 $� %�
���� �

��� �� ������� �� ������ ���
�� �
�� ���������# (����� �
� "���

���� �
�� � 
��� ��	 ��� ��� 
� 
���  ��
 � ��=��# ��� �
� ��������
������� ��
� ��� ��� ���	 �
�# (�� �����	 ���� �
�� 
� ��	 ���
��� ��� 
� 
��� �
����
 ��
�� ����! "
� �� ��# 
� ����# � �
�� �
��
�������� ������� ��
� ��� �� ���� ������ � ����# (����� �
� �� 
� �
�� � 
��� � ������� ��� 
� ���������! 2���� �� � 9�(������	 ���(�����
�� ����� � >�  ��
��� ����# �� ������ �
�� �
� "���
 ���(�� ��������

� 
���  
� ��� 
� 
���  ��
 � ���� �� (	 
���#  
��� �
� ��������
������� ��
� ������ �
� ���� ��� ������� ��
 �������� 3����
�(��� ����	 ����? �� �
���# 
� ����#  
��� ���� ���� �
�� �
� �� ��
�  ���# ��� �
������� ������ �� ����������� ������ �� $� %�
�����
����
��� ����� �� #��������� ��������� ��  
��
 $� %�
���� ��� ���
��� �
� ��� �� 
��� ��� ������ ������� ��  ��
 ����
�� ���4!�

�.! �@��� �������# �
� "���
 ��������� � �� (	 �����	��� �
���(������� �� ������� ��� ������� ��������! "
� "���
 ���
� ����
���� �
� �� �� � �������# �)������  �	# ��� �
�� ���� � �������#
��������� ����������� �� �
� �� ! A�����	# �
� "���
 ��	 ������ �
�������# �)������ ��������! "
��� � � "������ ������ ���������
�
� ������ ���
������	 ��� �)�������� ��
 ���(������� �� �������
��� ������� ��������!� ;� "������� ������� 3�&�4 �
� '����� �)B
����� �
�� $� %�
���� �)������� ��
 �������� ����� �� �
� "���

���� �
� ���
�� �� 	�
��������
� ���������
� �
� 	�
��������

3� 
� ���  
� ��� � 
� ��4# ���� 
� ����
�� $� /��
��	� (�� C�����
! �"
�
���
�� ���� �� ��� �
� ������� �������� ����� ��� �
� ��������=�B
���� � �
� ���
��
 �� �
� (������ ��������!� $� ,����# 
� ����#
����� �� �
� ���
�� �� 
� ����
��# /��
�� ;
 '�� D�#  
�
�)������� ��
 ��������  ��
 �
� �)������ ���� �� ���������
�
������
� �
� ���������
 3���� �� �	 ��� ��� ���� ��4! �"
� ���
�� ���� �
�
������������ �� (� �� ����������? �� ��� ��� ���
� �
� ���� �� �
�
������� ��������=�����# (�� �����	 ���� 8 �� ������� 8 �� �� ���
������� 3���� 4!
"
� ������#  
��
�� �
� ������� �������� � ��� �� � � ��������B

���� �� � ����������# ������ 
� �
� �� � �)�������  
��� �
� "���

��������  ��
 � ������ ��������=�����! ,�������� �� �
�  
� ��� � 
� ��
���
��# ���� �
� ������������ ������ �
� ���� �� �
� �� # �
� ������
��������=����� ���� �� �)���� �
�� ���������� �� ������� ��� �
���
������ �� �
� ������������! "
�#  � ���� �� �
� 9����� �� $� %�
����
3 
��
 ������� �
� ����� ��� � ������� ������ �
� ������� ���	��4�
 
� �� �� �� �� �� � 
� �� � 
� � 
� �� � �� � 
� ���  
� ��� � 
� ��# $ 	�
��������
� � ���������
�
�
� � 	�
��������
 8 "�� ��" 
����� �
�" ��
	� ����� �� ���
���������
� ;� �
� �� ��� ��� �� ���
��# 
� ����# �
� ������	 �����
��������  � �
� ������� ��� ��# ���������
�  
��
  � ����	
��������� ��� 
�� (	 �
� �(�6���� �� ��# ������
� �� (� �������
�� ��� �
��� ������ �� �
� �� ��! ,���������	# �
� ������ ��� ��#
���������
� ���� �� �)���� �
� ���� �� �
� �� ����
�� ��
������� ���� �
��� ������� �� �
� �� ��# ������
� "
� ���	
�
��� ���� �)������ (	 �
� �� ��# �
��# ��� �
� �
��� ���� �������� ��
�� �� ���������� (	 �
� "���
 ���� 3�� ���� �� %�����
 �5(#
������� �( ��� �����
 &*�# ��� ��� �� ��
����
 �&�4!



���� ����� �	
�
 ����	� ��� �����

� �� �� � �� �� 	
 �� � ��� ��� �� ��� �	
����� �	�� 
����
 ���� ���

����� �	�� ��� �� ��
� �� 
����� �	�� � 	�
�� �����	��� � �� �
�� �� � ��� �� �� � �� �� �� ����� � ����� ��� ������ � �� � �
 	� � ���
����
��� ��� ����� 	�� ��� ������	� ���� �� �������������� ���
������������ ��� 	� �� 	� � ��� �� ��� ��
	�� �� ������� ������� 
��� �� 	��� ���� �� � � �! 	� � ��� �� 	" �� #�$ �� ��� �� 	%&& � ��� ���
� 
����
���� ��� ��
���		 
� �� ��� ������ ���� �� ���		 ���� �		 ��� �����

� ��� � � ���� !"#$ "%��#& #�' �()*���$+ 	� �!	�� ���� ���
�������	
 ���	�� ���! ��
� �� 
�����" � �� 	% �� �� 	'�� �� 	% ���(�� ��&&
��%���� �� �(��) � ��� ���
� ����	���
� ��� ���� ��� ��� 
���� ���
��� ���
����� � ��� �� � ���� !"#$ "%��#& #�' *�(�"$+ 	� �!#
	�� ���� ���! ��� ���������� ����
 ��
� �� 
�����" ��� ���
�
���� ��������
� �� �� � �! 	� � �� 	��� ���� �� 	%&&� ����		����������		

������� � ��� � 	% �' ��� ���� !"#$ "%��#& #�' �,��- �()*���$+�

� ��� � 	% � ��� ��� � ��� � � $�� ��� !"#$ "%��#& �()*���$+ �-+ ����
*�(�"$+ �-+ ���� ���	� �()*���$+ �(� �� � ��� � � �" #�' �-.*/0

+$+ �	������! $1$�2"#�-,� � ��� � �� ��� 3#�" #�' �" �-.*/+$+4

*� �+�) *� � �, 	� � ��� � � �" #�' �-.*/+$+ ��� ��	� %� #�' $-"��$

�%+2� � ��� �� �� ��� � �-+ 3#�" #�' �" $5.*/+$+4�%�  ��� �� � ��� ��
# ���� �� -�� 	� �� � �" #�' $5.*/+$+ "#$ #��� �-'�+$ "#$ -%'$��&�

��� '����� ������
 �� 	�
 (��
�	�� �� ������ �
��
 ��! ��
�
�� ��� ��� 
����  ����

�
* ���� ��% �� �� �� � 3��� ��� ������� ��	�����	 !��� ������&4�)�

��� '����� ��
��
�
� �� 	� � �. � .��� ����� ��� ��
����	��" � �" ��  �� ����� � �  �� �� 	�
� �  �� �� � ��� ��� #
�� 6�� ���� ���� �� ��� ���� �� ��� 
 �+ �� # �� /� �� � *� ����� �� �� ����� ����� � ��� �� ���� 	� � �� �� ��
� �� �� 	�� � �� 6���	� ��� �
�� �� � ����7�� ��	���6�� ���
���������� 	�� 	"�" �� ��	��
 	� 	��� ��� +�������! ���  ����
 	� ��

��� ������ 
� ���� ��� +�������! 
����	�	�
 	�� ��� ����  	��
 	� � 
���	� ���  ��
 	� 	��� ��� ����"�,� $�� 	� ��� ��
� �� � ����!��
��������� ��! �� �
��� 	� 
����
 �� ���
�� ���� �
��
 ��! �� �
��
�
 ���"
��� '����� ��-���
 ��� ��� ��	
���

�� �� �(� 	% � �
� �� �� ��� 
�"  �+ �� ���% �� �� ��� � ��� �� ���� 	� � � �� ��
���! ��� ��
� �� � ����7�� ��	���6�� ���� �� ���
	����� �����
 �+ �� ���% �� �(�  �+ �� � ��� ��� �� ��� ���
	����� �������.�

��� �	
���� 
������
# �� �0 �� � �� � �� ��$ �� � �
 	� � /�  ����
 ������ ����� 	��� ��� �	�� '% �'

"% �$ 1�'��*$ %- "#$ 3�"$��

��� '����� ���������
�
/�� �� � �� �. � "�� ��66�� ��
	�� �� � ������� /� �,� � 	1 � ��(� 	�
�� ��$ �� � "#�$$ ��	��
 -$$+ "% �$ 1�'��*$ � ���2  �+�� � $��"#

%� "#$ ������ �0� � � �3  �+ �� 	% � �'#$' %� "#$ ����� ������ �1�

� �� �� 	� �� 	% � �-+ ')�""*$ %� "#$ ������� �2� �� �� �� 	� �� � �� � #�" ��
� 	� �� � �- "#$ -�($ %� �� 2�'#(�$* "#$2 '��+ �3 �1 # �� 4 �� �
�*'% �*%%+ %� "#$�������	
 ���+���3�

��� '����� ����	��
 ��� �	� �� 45 6	
������
�� �� �� 	� �� � �� � 	� � �� 	� �� �� �� � 3��� �� �� 2��������� ������ ���
	�����	�� ��� �	�� �� ��� �������� # �
 	�5 5 5 # ���� � �� �� 	%&& �� �� 	, ��
�� �%!% (3 �6 �� � ��� �� �� ������� ���� ��� �� ����� ��� ��� �	"�" ���
�	�� �	��� ��������� 
������ ��� ��� �!

� � � � � ���! ��� "�!!� !#
��� "�$� ���� ����� ��
 
��������� ���� ��� 
����� ����� �" ��� 	� �� 	%
� ��� �� ��� ��
	�� �� � ������� ��# �
 	�&& � ��� ���
� 
����

���� ��� ���� 	���
 
����� �� �	  �� ���� ��� 
	��� �% ����
�	���" # �� �0 �� �(� 	% # �� �� ��,�� � �" (�,#" #�1$ �$$- ������� ����
���! 
����� �� �	  �� ���! �-"% "#$ 
���������� �	��5
 �*%%+

�-+ -%" �-"% "#$ 3�"$����%� ��# �� �0 ��&&  ���� 
�� 	� �.� !"#$ "%��#&

$7�8+
�" �������
 �)�2"
%" ���� ���
� ������ 	������ ����! ��	� �� �	
 ���!� 
	��� ��� �	�	�	��
����
� ��
 ���� ��� ��
 ����� ��� ��
 �������
 ��
� 
���� 
���
 �� �
�"�
&" ��	
 	
 ��� ���
� �	���! ��	� �� ���� �� �� 
������ 
	��� 	� 	
 ��� �	
	���
�� ���� �
 �  �
�� �� ��� ��	� �� ��� ��������� �	�� 	
 �� ���
� �	
	���
��� ���  ��
�� ��	
�
 �	
 ��� 9������� ���� ���
 ������
 ���� 	��
��
��  �
�����  ����! ��" ��
���
 �������� 	�	�":"
���
� ��� ��
� �� ������� 	
 ��� �� ���� �� �� � �������� �� �
��

 �"���� � ����	�� � ���
�� �����
� ��� ;���	
� �	�� 
����� ���� ���
���
� ������
 ���� ��� 
����� 
���	�� �  �	�
 ���! �� ��	� ���� 	
 ����
�	
	��� ��� �������� ��
���
 ��� �	
���� 	� #����� �	�� 
����
 ����
��� ��� �������	
 ��	� 	
 
����� ���"
)" *� ��� �	��� ����!
	
� �� � 
�! ���� 45 6	
����� ��	���� ��� ���� ����
�
��
 ��! �� �
�� ��� ��� 
����  ����

 ���� �	
 �	
� �� ���
�
 � ������
�! � �������� �� �
��  �"���� �����
� �
��
 ��! 	� ����� ��� ��
�
��� �� �� � 
�! ���� �
��
��� �� �
��� ��� �� ��	���� 	� �����
� ��
�
 ���  ���	�	�� � ��� ���� �	
�� 9
�� ��
���
 :"
," ��
�� 	��  ����
����
�<��
�����!� 4�� /��� ��� �
�	 ����	��
 � ����!�� ��������� ���!

�
 �� ���� ��" *� ����� ��! 	��� ���� ��� ����!�� 	��� ��
� ���� ��
���	� �
 ��� 9 ������ $�������� :"�
." ���
� �
� ��! ��� �� �
��"
���
�� ������
 ���  ���
� �� �� ��� ��� �� �� �
 ��� 
�� �����
� ��� '�����

��� ������� 	�
 ��
����	�� 	� ��
 ��
� �� ��� 	�(�	�! 	 
� �� �� 
� �� ��� %���
��
 ������� ��������� ��& ��� � ��
����	�� 	��������� 	� ��	
 ������ 	

��������! ��	���	��� ��� ��� ������� 9
�� ��
� "����� :" 4������ ������#
	�� ����
��	
 ����	��� ���� ��� ���! 
���� ��� '����� �	��� 4�� /���5

�����	�� ��  ���� ���� �
� 	
 ��� ���	�� ��� 4�� /��� 
����� ���! ���� ���
��
� �� � ����!�� ��������� 	
 ���	�� �	�� 	� �	�
 ���� �
� 	
 ��� ���	�"
=�" ������
 �	 "������  �'�

�� �
0" ��� +��	 ����� 
����� ��� ��	
 �
 �	��� 	� ���� 1 �� �,�"
1" ���� �
��
 �� ��� ����� ����� ��� �	��� 	�� 
 �	�� ���� �� ��

 �	����� ��  ��
��
 �� ����
	�
 ���� ���� ���������� ���� ���� �
��� 
�"� ��� '����� ���� �� ����
 � �������� 
����� �	��	�� ��� ��

�� 
���� �� ���
� �� ����� ������ 
� ���� -�
� �
 ��� ����� �
�� ��� �


������
� ����	� �	
	��� ���  ����� 	� ��� ����� 
���
� ��� �
��
 ��
��� ����� ����� ����	� �	
	��� 9��
�� :"
2" ���� ����� �������
 ���� 	� � ����	�� ��� �	�
 ��	����

� �	
 	��
��! ��� ����! 
������ ���� ��� �������  ���	�� ��� 	�
���� ��
� ��
����� 	� ����	��� �! ��� ���� ���5
 ������� 9��� ����� : 	� � ����	���
������ ����� +������ ������� ��� ������� ��� 	
� �� ����! ���� ���
�����  ���	��
 �� ��������	�� �������!� ���� �
 ���������� �! �	��
��� ������� 9��� 	��: ��! �� ����� �� ����! ������� ���" *� ��	

�	��� ��� ������� ������
 ��� �����	
 
��� 	� ���  ��
���� �� ���
 ����

 	�
 ������ �	�� ��� �������
� (("� 
���� �� ���� �� ��� ��� ��� ����
��� ���� ��� ��
� �� ��
 �������)		 9
�� '��������� %,�,#�3:"� ���
;���	
� ����
 ���� ��� 
 	���� ��
� �� �	
	��� �� ��� -����
� �����
� ���
���
� 
����
 ���� 9�" 2:� ((������ ��� ���
		 �� ��� �����
 � � � 
�� 
����� 
 	�
9��
�� :"
�3" �>��� � ������� ������
 ������ �� �	
 ������
� �� ���	�
 �	

 ��	�	���	�� ���� ���� �! �������	�� � 
 �	���	�� �������!" ��
�	��
 ��� ������� �� ��� ?����" 7�� �� ���� 	
 
����������� 	�� 	�

����� ������ 	� �� ���������� ��� �����	�	�� 
 �	�� ����" ���
����	�	��� �	�� �	�� 	
 ���� ������ �������� 	�� � 
�	�� �� ���������

������ ��� ��� � 
 �	� �� �!

� " ���
� ���� 	���
 �������� ��� �	  ��
	��� ��� ����� �� ��� 
���������� �	�� ��� �
�� �� 
 �	���� ��� ������
������� 
���� �	��
 �� ���	� �	
  ��	�	���	��" ��� �	�	�� �	�� 	
 ���� 
��
����� ��� ��� ������� ��������
 �	
 �	�
� ���!#
���� 9
�� �������

�)�)#1:"� 45 6	
����� 
����
 ���� ��� 
 �	�� ���� 
����� �� �	�	��� �� ��
������ 	� �	�� ��� ����� �� ��� �	�� 	�� ����	� �	
	��� ����� 	� ��	 
 	�
9��
�� :"
��" �������
 �)�."
�%" ��� ���
� ���
 ��� 
���� ���� ��� 	���
 
����� �� �	  �� @@	���
��� ����� �� ��� 
���������� �	�� ��� ��� 
 �	�� ����55 9��� ���
�" ,� ����� 	� ��	
 
��� ��� ��� ������	�� ��� 	����	���  �������� �
��
��  ��	�! � ���
� ���� ������
 :" 4������ 	� 
����
� ��� �� 
���� ���
���� ���� ��� ����� �� ��� ���� ���� &�� ���'(���$�� !)�$ ��� 
�����
������ /����� ��� �	��� ����� ���� ��� ���
� ����
 ���� ��� �	 #
 	�� 
����� ��  �������� 	��� ��� ����� �����" 9/� ��	
 	
  �
#

	��� ��� ���  ���	��
 ���
� 	�
������� ���� ��� �	�� �� 
����������
���� � ��

�� �����	�	�� 
 �	�� ���� 	�� �� ����	�	�� �! ��� '�����
����":



21. I.e. that the blood should be allowed to fall directly from the 
slaughter into the vessel of water (Chazon Ish, Negaim 11:2).
 [See Chidushei HaGriz to Rambam, Hil. Tumas Tzaraas 11:1 for a 
different explanation of our Gemara according to Rambam.]

22. The bird has so much blood in it that the reviis of water into which 
the blood falls is totally overwhelmed [i.e. the resultant mixture looks 
like pure blood] (Rashi), or the bird has so little blood in it that the reviis 
of water totally dilutes the blood and the mixture looks like pure water.

23. I.e. not to doubt the precision of any measure fixed by the Sages 
(Rashi).

24. [The type of bird required for the metzora’s purification rite (Negaim 
14:1,5 based on a teaching of R’ Yose HaGlili in Toras Kohanim, Metzora, 
perek 5:14).]

25. The range of size of d’ror birds is such that the largest among them 
never possesses enough blood to overwhelm a reviis of water, nor the 
smallest among them so little blood as to be overwhelmed by a reviis of 
water.
 [The word דְּרוֹר is related to ה ר�  it lives; the d’ror bird lives freely ,דּ�
anywhere, even in a house (Rashi to Beitzah 24a דרור בצפור   .(ד”ה 
Ramban, in his commentary to the Torah (Leviticus 14:4), asserts that 
the term דְּרוֹר  d’ror bird, does not refer to a specific species, but ,צִפּוֹר 
rather to any small species of bird that lives freely anywhere. Radak 
(Shorashim דרר), however, maintains that d’ror is the name of a specific 
species — namely, the swallow (hierondella). This seems also to be the 
view of Rashi to Proverbs 26:2 and to Gittin 56b. Ibn Ezra (to Psalms 
84:4) maintains that it is known to be a songbird.]

26. The Torah states (Numbers 5:17): The Kohen shall take from the 
earth . . . and put it in the water. This implies that the earth is to be put 

13. Rashi emends the word יִם מּ�  into the water (here and below), to read ,בּ�
יִם יִּים :because the verse states ,(without the prefixed beis) מ� ח� יִם ה� מּ� ל ה�  ,ע�
over the spring water. [Apparently, the fact that the verse stresses that 
the blood emanated from the bird ‘‘that was slaughtered over the spring 
water’’ indicates that the dipping is to be done into a mixture of blood 
and water.] Cf. Malbim and Torah Temimah ad loc., and see Rashash to 
Tosafos (’ב) ד”ה מביא.

14. That is, perhaps the amount of water may be so great as to over-
whelm the blood and render it indiscernible (Malbim; Beur of Chofetz 
Chaim to Toras Kohanim; Chazon Ish, Negaim 11:2, first explanation).

15. [A reviis is approx. 3-5 fluid ounces.] How the Sages arrived at this 
measure will be elaborated below (Rashi).
 [Of course, the bird’s blood, being deep red, is capable of being 
discerned even in a much larger amount of water than a reviis. However, 
the Gemara means that in a reviis the blood will retain the appearance 
of blood, whereas in a greater amount it will merely color the water red 
(Tosafos [’ב] ד”ה מביא).]

16. [By stating that the dipping should be done into the blood of the bird 
that was slaughtered over the spring water, we learn that the water and 
blood must be mixed. If not for this verse, I would not have known this 
fact.]

17. Leviticus 14:5.

18. Once the bird has been slaughtered into the water, the blood and 
water are obviously mixed. Thus the present verse’s intent must be to 
teach that the blood must be discernible in the water.

19. Literally: close to. Cf. Mitzpeh Eisan.

20. Thereby fulfilling the command of v. 5 to slaughter the bird ‘‘over the 
spring water.’’

 
NOTES

וגו’ ”  He shall slaughter the one bird etc. [into an — הָאֶחָת 

earthenware vessel over spring water]. Thus, the blood and water 

are mixed together right from the start![18]

 The Rabbis’ response:

בָּנָן הוּא  :But the Rabbis would say — וְר  If we derived — אִי מֵה

the law only from that verse,  הֲוָה אֲמִינָא לִישְׁחֲטֵיהּ סָמוּךְ לְמָנָא — I 
could have thought to slaughter [the bird] over [19] the vessel in 

which the water is contained,[20]  לִוְורִידִין  and to — וְנִינְקְטִינְהוּ 
pinch the veridin [the main blood vessels of the neck] with the 

fingers so that the blood does not flow out,  בְּמָנָא לְדָם  בְּלֵיהּ   וּלְק
חֲרִינָא  קָא  .and then catch the blood in another vessel — א
ע לָן שְׁמ  [The verse] therefore informs us that the blood and — מ

water should be mixed.[21]

 The Gemara discusses the requirement that the amount of 

water be a reviis:

זֵירָא בִּי  מֵר יִרְמְיָה  בִּי  ר מִינֵּיהּ   ’R’ Yirmiyah inquired of R — בְּעָא 
Zeira:  יִם מּ דֶּחֶת אֶת ה  If the bird is so large that [its — גְּדוֹלָה וּמ
blood] overwhelms the water  יִם מּ וְנִדְחֵית מִפְּנֵי ה נָּה   or so — קְט

small that [its blood] is overwhelmed by the water,[22]  ּהו  — מ
what is [the law]?
 R’ Zeira is annoyed by the question:

ר לֵיהּ או אֲמִינָא לָךְ  :He said to [R Yirmiyah] — אָמ  Have I — ל
not told you,  מֵהִילְכְתָא ר  לְב פְשָׁךְ  נ פִּיק  תּ  do not take — לָא 
yourself outside the framework of the halachah![23]  בְּצִפּוֹר 
בָּנָן ר שִׁיעֲרוּ   The Rabbis measured how much water — דְּרוֹר 

should be used for a d’ror bird[24] so that its blood would be 

discernible in the water, and they concluded that that amount is a 

reviis.  יִם מּ דֶּחֶת אֶת ה  Hence, you will not find — אֵין לְךָ גְּדוֹלָה שֶׁמּ
[a d’ror bird] so large that [its blood] overwhelms the water,
יִם מּ נָּה שֶׁנִּדְחֵית מִפְּנֵי ה  nor will you find one so small — וְאֵין לְךָ קְט
that [its blood] is overwhelmed by the water.[25]

 The Gemara returns to its discussion of the sotah procedure:

בָּנָן ר יִם  :The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa — תָּנוּ  מּ ל עָפָר   הִקְדִּים 
If HE PLACED the EARTH into the vial BEFORE THE — פָּסוּל

WATER, [THE MIXTURE] IS INVALID.[26]  כְשִׁיר מ שִׁמְעוֹן  בִּי  BUT — וְר

therefore STATES: INTO THE WATER.[13]  יִם  But IF the Torah — אִי מ

stated that they should be dipped into THE WATER,  ֹיִם וְלא מּ  יָכוֹל בּ
דָּם  IT MIGHT BE thought that they should be dipped INTO THE — בּ

WATER AND NOT INTO THE BLOOD.[14]  ”ם ר ,,בְּד לְמוּד לוֹמ  THE] — תּ

TORAH] therefore STATES: INTO THE BLOOD OF [the bird].  הָא 
ד בָּהֶן  ?HOW IS THIS done — כֵּיצ נִיכָּר  צִיפּוֹר  ם  יִם שֶׁדּ  HE — מֵבִיא מ

BRINGS an amount of WATER IN WHICH THE BLOOD OF A BIRD CAN 

BE DISCERNED.  מָּה  רְבִיעִית  ?AND HOW MUCH water is that — וְכ

— A REVIIS.[15]

 The Gemara explains how the Rabbis (i.e. the Tanna Kamma), 

who disagree with R’ Yishmael and do not require the blood of the 

metzora to be discernible, deal with R’ Yishmael’s proof:

בָּנָן לְגוּפֵיהּ  :And the Rabbis would respond — וְר הוּא   That — ה
verse is needed for teaching the basic law itself,  ר קָאָמ  דְּהָכִי 
חֲמָנָא טְבִּיל  :for this is what the Merciful One is saying — ר  א
יִם  Dip the items into a mixture of the blood and the — בְּדָם וּבְמ
water.[16] But the verse does not require that the blood be dis-

cernible in the water.

 R’ Yishmael’s defense:

יִשְׁמָעֵאל בִּי  לִכְתּוֹב  :And R’ Yishmael would counter — וְר כֵּן   אִם 
בָּהֶם ל  וְטָב חֲמָנָא   If so, let the Merciful One write, ‘‘And he — ר
shall dip into them.’’  יִם” לָמָּה לִּי מּ ם . . . וּב  Why do I need — ,,בְּד

the Torah to specify: into the blood of . . . and the water?

.It is to teach that the blood should be discernible — לְנִיכָּר
 The Rabbis’ counter-reply:

בָּנָן ל בָּהֶם  :And the Rabbis would say — וְר חֲמָנָא וְטָב ב ר  — אִי כָּת

Had the Merciful One written only, ‘‘And he shall dip into 
them,’’  ּלְחוּדֵיה אי  וְה לְחוּדֵיהּ  אי  ה אֲמִינָא   I would have — הֲוָה 
thought that the items are dipped into this alone and into this 

alone — i.e. into the blood and the water consecutively.  ב  כָּת
לְעָרְבָן יִם”  מּ וּב  . . . ם  ,,בְּד חֲמָנָא   The Merciful One therefore — ר
wrote: into the blood . . . and the water to teach that he must 

mix them and then dip into them.

 R’ Yishmael’s defense:

יִשְׁמָעֵאל בִּי  קְרָא  :But R’ Yishmael would reply — וְר  לְעָרְבָן 
כְּתִיב חֲרִינָא   A specific verse instructing to mix them is — א

unnecessary, for another verse is written:[17]  צִּפּוֹר ט אֶת־ה  ,,וְשָׁח
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to Temurah 12b). Now that we have the gezeirah shavah, however, 
which teaches that the water is to be placed in first, we at least maintain 
the verse upon it which says that the ashes are to be placed in first to 
teach that if the ashes were in fact placed in first, it is valid after the fact.

33. [The Rabbis do not believe it reasonable to resolve the contradiction 
between verses by saying that the Torah means to give the person a 
choice as to which ingredient should be added first. Rather, one verse, 
namely in a vessel, teaches that the water should be added first, and 
the other, upon it, teaches a different detail, that the contents should 
be mixed after the ashes are added so that the water is at least at this 
point ‘‘over’’ the ashes.]

34. [Granted that it is unreasonable to resolve the contradiction by 
saying that the Torah means to give the person a choice as to the order, 
but who says that the precise verse is in a vessel?] Perhaps the verse 
upon it is the one that is precise, teaching that the ashes should be put in 
first, and it is the verse in a vessel that teaches a different detail. 
Namely, we learn from in a vessel that the water may not be scooped up 
from the spring in one vessel and from there transferred into another 
vessel for mixing with the ashes. Rather, the water must remain in the 
same vessel into which it flowed ‘‘live’’ from the spring (Rashi; cf. R’ 
Akiva Eiger).

35. Regarding the laws of sotah the earth ‘‘permits’’ the water to test if 
she committed adultery. Similarly, the blood of the bird ‘‘permits’’ the 
water to be sprinkled upon a metzora (Rashi). In each of these cases the 
‘‘permitter’’ is placed on top of the water.

into the vessel after the water is already there. And since the section 
concludes (Numbers 5:30): and the Kohen shall carry out for her this 
entire law, we learn that the procedure is valid only if carried out exactly 
as stated in that section (Rashi; cf. Keren Orah).

27. Ibid. 19:17.

28. That is, the Torah used the term affar (ר פ�  for ashes instead of the (ע�
more precise term eifer (אֵפֶר) in order to link the laws of the parah 
adumah to another section in which the term affar is used, as follows.

29. R’ Shimon refers to the process of mixing the ashes of the parah 
adumah with spring water in order to sanctify the water and render it fit 
for purification. He uses the gezeirah shavah to derive that just as 
during the sotah procedure, lechatchilah (initially) the water should 
precede the earth into the vial (as the verse indicates), for the service of 
the parah adumah too the water should lechatchilah precede the ashes 
into the vessel. We do not say that the verse referring to the parah 
adumah which states (ibid.) ‘‘and put upon it spring water in a vessel’’ 
teaches that the ashes are to be put into the vessel first [see below] 
(Rashi).

30. As the Gemara will soon prove (Rashi).

31. Ibid. The verse in context states: They shall take . . . some of the ashes 
. . . and place upon it spring water in a vessel.

32. That is, if not for the gezeirah shavah I would have said that the 
contradiction in verses teaches that one has a choice as to which 
ingredient to place into the vessel first (Tos. HaRosh; Hagahos HaGra 

 
NOTES

written that the Kohen shall place water: upon it [the ashes];[31]

לְמָא אֵפֶר בְּרֵישָׁא  evidently the ashes should be put into the — א�

vessel first.  ”יִּים אֶל־כֶּלִי יִם ח�  But it is written in that — וּכְתִיב ,,מ�

same verse: spring water in a vessel, which implies that the 

spring water should go directly into the vessel, without the ashes 

intervening between the water and the vessel.  יִם בְּרֵישָׁא לְמָא מ�  א�

— Evidently, the water should be put into the vessel first.  הָא 
ד  רָצָה זֶה נוֹתֵן  ?How is this contradiction to be reconciled — כֵּיצ�

— If he prefers he places this one into the vessel first,  רָצָה זֶה 
and if he prefers he places that one in first.[32] — נוֹתֵן

 The Gemara explains why the Rabbis disagree with R’ Shimon:

בָּנָן  But the Rabbis maintain that even in the case of the — וְר�

parah adumah if the ashes were placed in first it is invalid.

וְקָא  For the phrase in a vessel, which teaches that — ,,אֶל־כֶּלִי” דּ�

the water must be placed in first, is precise,  לְעָרְבָן  — ,,עָלָיו” 

and the phrase upon it teaches a different point, that after the 

ashes are added, the Kohen is to mix [the water and ashes] 
together, so that the water is over the ashes (‘‘upon it’’).[33]

 The Gemara asks:

וְקָא  But perhaps say the opposite, that the term — וְאֵימָא ,,עָלָיו” דּ�

upon it is the precise one, teaching that the ashes must be placed 

into the vessel first,  כְּלִי בּ� חִיּוּתָן  שֶׁתְּהֵא   and the — ,,אֶל־כֶּלִי” 

phrase in a vessel teaches a different point, that [the water] 
must come ‘‘living’’ into the vessel, i.e. directly from the 

spring.[34]

 The Gemara answers that it is reasonable that the precise verse 

is in a vessel:

עְלָה לְמ� כְשִׁיר  מ� מָקוֹם  בְּכָל  מָּצִינוּ  ה  Just as we find in all — מ�
other places that the ‘‘permitter’’ is on top,[35]  כְשִׁיר ף כָּאן מ�  א�
עְלָה so too here the ‘‘permitter’’ [i.e. the ashes] must be — לְמ�
on top. 

R’ SHIMON RULES it VALID.

 The Gemara explains:

שִׁמְעוֹן בִּי  דְּר� עְמָא  ט� אי   דִּכְתִיב  ?What is R’ Shimon’s reason — מ�
טָּאת” ח� ת ה� ר שְׂרֵפ� טָּמֵא מֵעֲפ�  For it is written regarding — ,,וְלָקְחוּ ל�

the parah adumah:[27] And they shall take for the tamei person 
some of the ashes of the burning of the chatas. Now strangely, 

the Hebrew word herein used for ‘‘ashes’’ is affar, which ordinar-

ily means ‘‘earth,’’ not ashes.  נְיָא  And it was taught in a — וְת�
Baraisa:  בִּי שִׁמְעוֹן ר ר�  IS IT — וְכִי עָפָר הוּא  :R’ SHIMON SAID — אָמ�

THEN EARTH [affar] that is taken from the burnt cow?  הֲלאֹ אֵפֶר  ו�
הֵימֶנּוּ  !WHY, IT IS ASHES [eifer] — הוּא לָדוּן  שְׁמָעוֹ  בְּמ� כָּתוּב  ה�  שִׁינָּה 
 SCRIPTURE CHANGED [THE WORD’S] IMPLICATION TO — גְּזֵירָה שָׁוָה

EXPOUND A GEZEIRAH SHAVAH FROM IT.[28]  ”ר כָּאן ,,עָפָר  IT — נֶאֱמ�

IS STATED HERE, with reference to the parah adumah, AFFAR,

,,עָפָר” לָּן  לְה� ר   AND IT IS STATED THERE, with reference to — וְנֶאֱמ�

the sotah, AFFAR.  יִם מ� בֵּי  גּ� ל  ע� עָפָר  לָּן  לְּה� ה   JUST AS THERE — מ�

during the procedure of the sotah the AFFAR [i.e. earth] should 

preferably be placed UPON THE WATER,  יִם בֵּי מ� ל גּ� ף כָּאן עָפָר ע�  — א�

SO TOO HERE regarding the parah adumah the AFFAR [i.e. ashes] 

should preferably be placed UPON THE WATER.[29]  ה כָּאן הִקְדִּים  וּמ�
יִם כָּשֵׁר מּ�  AND JUST AS HERE regarding the parah adumah — עָפָר ל�

if HE PLACED the AFFAR [i.e. ashes] into the vessel BEFORE THE 

WATER, IT IS VALID after the fact,[30]  יִם כָּשֵׁר מּ� לָּן הִקְדִּים עָפָר ל� ף לְה�  א�

— SO TOO THERE in the case of the sotah if HE PLACED the AFFAR 

[i.e. earth] into the vial BEFORE THE WATER, IT IS VALID.

 The Gemara asks:

 And there in the case of the parah adumah, how do — וְהָתָם מְנָלָן
we know that if the ashes are placed into the vessel before the 

water it is valid after the fact?

 The Gemara answers:

 It is — כְּתִיב ,,עָלָיו”  .Two verses are written — תְּרֵי קְרָאֵי כְּתִיבֵי
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מְאָרְרִים הָאֵלֶּה בְּמֵע 
יִם ה 
מּ 
 These waters that cause curse shall enter your innards — וּבָאוּ ה



statement from the positive (see Rashi). Hence, in his view, v. 19 does 
not imply any curse through its blessing.

16. Conceivably, קִי  could have been written with the addition of a yud הִנּ�
קִי) .but instead the Torah writes it without a yud ;(הִינּ�

17. R’ Tanchum defends R’ Meir’s view by explaining that the word קִי  הִנּ�
(be cleared) is written without a yud, allowing for the possibility that it 
be read חִנְקִי, choke. [Grammatically speaking, the word חִנְקִי would never 
include a yud (since a yud would never be interposed between the root 
letters קִי .(חנק  on the other hand, could conceivably have been written ,הִנּ�
even with a yud (as we find a yud sometimes added between the prefix 
and the root verb; see for example, Exodus 25:31 . . .ה מְּנוֹר� שֶׂה ה�  ,Thus .(תֵּיע�
the writing of קִי  a word — חִנְקִי without a yud can imply a reading of הִנּ�
that is identical in spelling, save for the change of a ה to a ח, which are 
close in pronunciation and sometimes interchangeable (Mizrachi to this 
verse; cf. Gur Aryeh there).] See also Minchas Kenaos here.
 Thus, the word קִי -alludes to two different meanings. The first read הִנ�
ing interprets קִי טִית :in its literal sense הִנּ� ךְ וְאִם־לאֹ שׂ� ב אִישׁ אֹת� כ�  אִם־לאֹ שׁ�
קִי ת אִישֵׁךְ הִנּ� ח� ה תּ�  If no man has lain with you, and if you have not strayed ,טֻמְא�
in defilement while under your husband’s jurisdiction, then you shall be 
innocent. The second reading interprets the word in its secondary 
meaning, grouping the verse’s words differently: חִנְקִי אִישֵׁךְ  ת  ח� תּ� ה   ,טֻמְא�
defilement while under your husband’s jurisdiction, then you shall choke 
(Rashi; cf. Rashi to Shevuos 36a ד”ה והרי and Tosafos here). Thus, R’ Meir 
holds that this passage should be included in the scroll.

18. The Name of God (י־ה) is found in the Hebrew words for man and 
woman — the yud in ׁאִיש, husband, and the hei in ה  .wife (Rashi) ,אִשּׁ�
This represents the Presence of God that is found in a faithful marriage.

19. God withdraws His Name from among them, leaving ׁאֵש and ׁאֵש 
(Rashi) [i.e. the marriage is consumed by the fires of domestic discord]. 
Cf. Iyun Yaakov and Toras HaKenaos.
 As long as he was alone, the first man is referred to by the Torah as 
ם ד� ה and she ,אִישׁ Only upon being given a wife is he called .א�  for it is ,אִשּׁ�
at the time of marriage that the Shechinah joins them. God hovers over 
the couple and protects them. But if they sin, He withdraws His Name, 
and they are rendered fire and fire and consume each other, as Scripture 
says of the lust for illicit relations (Job 31:12): it is a fire, it shall consume 
until obliteration (Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 12).
 [An alternative explanation of R’ Akiva’s teaching: When a husband 
and wife engage in relations for a noble purpose and cohabit with holy 
intentions, the Shechinah is with them, as signified by the yud and hei in 
the words ׁאִיש and ה  But if their intent when cohabiting is merely to .אִשּׁ�
gratify their physical desires, He withdraws His Name from them, and 
the result is fire and fire (Iggeres HaKodesh, attributed to Ramban,
Ch. 2).]

11. I.e. the word ‘‘curses’’ includes the explicit curses, the hei includes 
the curses implied by the blessings, and the word ‘‘these’’ excludes the 
curses recorded in Deuteronomy and Leviticus (Rashi).
 [Rashi above ד”ה שבמשנה תורה (cited in note 9) states that one would 
have thought that the curses in Deuteronomy should be included be-
cause they too are referred to as לוֹת  With that comment Rashi appears .א�
to be explaining why the Baraisa singled out the curses in Deuteronomy 
over those in Leviticus (Ch. 26), i.e. those in Deuteronomy are called לוֹת  א�
by the Torah while those in Leviticus are not. It is therefore perplexing 
that here, when explaining the opinion of R’ Yose, Rashi states that the 
word ‘‘these’’ serves to exclude the curses of both Deuteronomy and 
Leviticus (Rashash; cf. Tos. Shantz, and see Minchas Sotah).]

12. [The Gemara refers to the word ess in v. 23.] And since the word ess 
includes these things, we must say that the hei of אֵלֶּה -is simply the nor ה�
mal manner of speaking, and does not serve to exclude anything (Rashi).

13. As explained above, the hei in ֹלת א�  includes the implicit curses ה�
whereas the hei in אֵלֶּה  excludes the command [to the Kohen] and the ה�
acceptance [of the curse] through “Amen.”

14. The first hei is found in the phrase He shall write the curses; since the 
phrase discusses what should be written, the hei serves to include. The 
second hei is found in the term these, which implies these and no others; 
as such, the hei serves to make an even further limitation (Rashi).

15. The Torah (Numbers Ch. 32) relates that before the Jews came to 
Eretz Yisrael, the tribes of Gad and Reuven requested permission from 
Moses to settle in the Land of Gilead, on the eastern side of the Jordan 
River. Moses agreed to their request, but stipulated that they must first 
lead the other tribes in battle to conquer the land west of the Jordan, the 
land of Canaan. After telling Joshua, who would be leading the Jewish 
people into the land and would be in charge of its division, that if Gad 
and Reuven fought for Canaan they would receive the land of Gilead, 
Moses added the negative corollary to this (ibid v. 30): But if they do not 
cross with you, they shall inherit in your midst in the land of Canaan (i.e. 
they will not inherit Gilead, but will receive a portion of Canaan like all 
the other tribes). The implication is that if Moses had not stated this 
negative corollary, his stipulation would not have been binding; that is, 
Gad and Reuven would have received Gilead regardless of whether they 
crossed the Jordan to fight for Canaan.
 In Kiddushin 61a R’ Meir derives from this passage that when one 
stipulates a condition upon entering into a binding agreement, he must 
explicitly declare that if the condition is met, the agreement is valid, and 
if the condition is not met, the agreement is void [פוּל אי כּ�  a doubled ,תְּנ�
stipulation]. If he states only the positive alternative, and leaves 
unmentioned the negative one (or vice versa), his stipulation is not 
binding whatsoever, for we cannot simply infer the negative half of the 

 
NOTES

 The Gemara answers:

הִיא רִיבּוּיָא  דְּרִיבּוּיָא  בֵּיה  דְּג -A hei written along with an in — הֵ”י 
clusionary term is inclusionary;  בֵּיה דְּמִיעוּטָא מִיעוּטָא  a — הֵ”י דְּג
hei written along with an exclusionary term is exclusionary.[14]

 The Gemara wonders how R’ Meir can include ‘‘the curses that 

are implied by blessings’’:

בִּי מֵאִיר  But R’ Meir does not subscribe to the — וְהָא לֵית לֵיהּ לְר

rule that  הֵן תָּה שׁוֹמֵע או א ל ל  from the implication of a — מִכְּל
negative you hear a positive![15] Why then should the first verse 

be included in the scroll?

 The Gemara answers:

נְחוּם תּ בִּי  ר ר  כְּתִיב  :R’ Tanchum said — אָמ  The] — ,,הִנָּקִי” 
word] used by Scripture to convey the sotah’s exoneration is 
written הנקי, without a yud.[16] Thus, it can be expounded to read 

‘‘chinki,’’ which means choke. Interpreted this way, the verse is 

giving an explicit curse.[17]

 The Gemara discusses the seriousness of adultery:

עֲקִיבָא בִּי  ר וְאִשָּׁה  :R’ Akiva expounded — דָּרִישׁ   A — אִישׁ 
husband and wife,  ּזָכו — if they merit it, i.e. they abstain from 

forbidden relations with others,  שְׁכִינָה בֵּינֵיהֶן — then the Divine 
Presence is present between them.[18]  ּלאֹ זָכו — But if they do 
not merit it, i.e. they are unfaithful to the marriage,  לְתָּן  אֵשׁ אוֹכ

— then fire consumes them.[19]

תְּ  And R’ Yose responds: It is all as you said in regard — כִּדְקָאָמְר

to the first three expositions.[11] However, the hei of the word 

‘‘these’’ is not expounded as you assert,  וָּואוֹת צ בּוֹת  לְר  ,,אֶת” 
בָּלוֹת -for the Hebrew term ‘‘ess’’ serves to include the com — וְק
mands to the Kohen and the acceptances of the curses  by the 

woman.[12]  ׁבִּי מֵאִיר אֶתִים לאֹ דָּרִיש  But R’ Meir disagrees, for — וְר

he does not expound the mentions of ‘‘ess’’ found in Scripture.

 The Gemara explains the third view in our Mishnah:

בִּי יְהוּדָה כּוּלְּהוּ בְּמִיעוּטֵי דָּרִישׁ לְהוּ  And R’ Yehudah expounds — וְר
all of [the heis] as exclusionary terms.  ׁמָּש מ אָלוֹת   — ,,אָלתֹ” 

Thus, the term ‘‘curses’’ refers to the explicit curses,  ”ֹהָאָלת,, 
ת בְּרָכוֹת בָּאוֹת מֵחֲמ עוּטֵי קְלָלוֹת ה  the word ‘‘the’’ curses, with — לְמ

a hei, serves to exclude the curses that derive implicitly from 
the blessings,  תּוֹרָה שֶׁבְּמִשְׁנֵה  קְלָלוֹת  עוּטֵי  לְמ  the term — ,,אֵלֶּה” 

‘‘these’’ serves to exclude the curses recorded in Deuteronomy,
בָּלוֹת וָּואוֹת וְק עוּטֵי צ  and the term ‘‘these’’ with a hei — ,,הָאֵלֶּה” לְמ
serves to exclude the commands to the Kohen and the 
acceptances of the curses by the woman.

 The Gemara questions R’ Meir’s exposition:

בִּי מֵאִיר בֵּי  ,And according to R’ Meir — וְר אי הֵ”י דִּמְר אי שְׁנָא ה  מ
 what is different about the hei in the term ‘‘curses’’ that — בֵּיהּ
he includes things with it,  ּעִיט בֵּיה אי הֵ”י דְּמ אי שְׁנָא ה  and — וּמ
what is different about this hei in the term ‘‘these’’ that he 
excludes things with it?[13]

 HAYAH MEIVI CHAPTER TWO SOTAH 17a2
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dissolve in water, because they become absorbed into the parchment.]

7. Ibid. v. 30.

8. Deuteronomy 17:11.

9. As derived by the Gemara in Sanhedrin 34b from the verse (Deuteron-
omy 21:16): And it shall come to pass on the ‘‘day’’ in which he causes his 
sons to inherit [inheritance has the force of a judicial proceeding] (Rashi; 
cf. Tosafos).

10. E.g. instead of writing ְרֵך נְפִּל י� צְבּוֹת בֶּטֶן וְל� צְבּוֹת he wrote ל� נְפִּל בֶּטֶן ל� רֵךְ וְל�  .י�
He did this to the entire scroll or even to just part of it (Rashi; cf. Turei 
Even to Megillah 17b ד”ה שלא).

11. Numbers 5:23.

12. Ibid. vs. 21 and 23 respectively.

13. V. 23. An oral tradition [Halachah LeMoshe MiSinai] requires that 
a Sefer Torah [Torah scroll] have scored into its parchment parallel, 
horizontal lines on which to write the words. Accordingly, the sotah’s 
scroll, which is also called a ‘‘sefer,’’ must also be so lined (Rashi; see 
Tosafos).

1. Parchment intended for writing upon is ordinarily treated in three 
stages. First it is salted, then it is soaked in a mix of flour and water, and 
finally it is treated with the extract of gallnuts. Diftera is that which is 
treated with salt and flour but not with gallnut (Rashi).

2. Numbers 5:23. ‘‘Sefer’’ is the Torah’s word for finished parchment 
(Rashi; see HaKesav VeHaKabbalah to this verse).

3. I.e. gum diluted in water (Rashi).

4. A combination of gum and other ingredients (see Rashi, and see 
Rashash to Tosafos to Gittin 19a דיותא דיו   see also Chidushei ;ד”ה 
Maharit to Shabbos 23a; cf. Tosafos to Shabbos ibid.). Ink dissolves 
when the paper is immersed in water.

5. Ibid.

6. [The Gemara in Shabbos (115b) states that a Torah scroll written with 
gum or ferrous sulfate will not last as long as one written with standard 
ink. How, then, Tosafos (ibid.) ask, can the Mishnah say that gum and 
ferrous sulfate are not erasable while ink is? Tosafos answer that al-
though gum and ferrous sulfate fade more quickly than ink, they do not 

 
NOTES

דִיפְתְּרָא מְּגִילָּה  unfinished parchment,[1] — ה� ל ה� סֵּפֶר”  ,but on a finished parchment scroll — אֶלָּא ע� ר ,,בּ�  — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
for it is stated: in a ‘‘sefer.’’[2]  וְאֵינוֹ כּוֹתֵב לאֹ בְּקוֹמוֹס — And he may not write with gum,[3]  נְתּוֹם נְק�  nor — וְלאֹ בְּק�
with kankantom (ferrous sulfate),  וְלאֹ בְּכָל דָּבָר שֶׁרוֹשֵׁם — nor with anything else that becomes absorbed into 

the parchment and leaves an indelible mark,  ֹבִּדְיו ,,וּמָחָה”  but only with ink.[4] — אֶלָּא  ר   For it is — שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
stated:[5] and he shall erase, which implies:  כְּתָב שֶׁיָּכוֹל לִמָּחוֹת — writing that is capable of being erased.[6]

invalid.  ”הָאֵלֶּה אֶת־הָאָלתֹ  ב  ,,וְכָת�  :For it is written — דִּכְתִיב 
and he shall write these curses.[11] The word these implies that 

the curses must be written  כִּי דִּכְתִיבָא — in the same order as 
written in the Torah.

 A third requirement for the scroll:

בֵּל עָלֶיהָ שְׁבוּעָה פְּסוּלָה  If he wrote it before she — כְּתָבָהּ קוֹדֶם שֶׁתְּק�
accepted the oath upon herself, it is invalid.  [ר  [שֶׁנֶּאֱמ�
כָּךְ  For it is stated first: He shall adjure — ,,וְהִשְׁבִּיעַ” ר  ח�  וְא�
ב” and only afterwards: He shall write.[12] — ,,וְכָת�

 A fourth requirement:

 If he wrote it as a letter [i.e. without lines — כְּתָבָהּ אִיגֶּרֶת פְּסוּלָה

etched into the parchment on which to write the words], it is 
invalid,  חֲמָנָא ר ר� סֵּפֶר” אָמ�  for the Merciful One said: in a — ,,בּ�
‘‘sefer.’’[13]

Gemara The Gemara lists other requirements of the sotah 

scroll:

רָבָא ר  פְּסוּלָה  :Rava said — אָמ� יְלָה  לּ� בּ� שֶׁכְּתָבָהּ  סוֹטָה  ת   A — מְגִילּ�
sotah scroll that was written at night is invalid.  עְמָא אי ט�  — מ�
What is the reason?  ”תּוֹרָה,, ,,תּוֹרָה”  תְיָא   It is derived — א�

through a gezeirah shavah of Torah, Torah.  וְעָשָׂה,, הָכָא   כְּתִיב 
זֹּאת” ה� תּוֹרָה  כָּל־ה� אֵת  כֹּהֵן  ה�  It is written here:[7] and the — לָהּ 
Kohen shall perform for her this entire ‘‘Torah,’’  וּכְתִיב הָתָם 
— and it is written elsewhere:[8]  ָיוֹרוּך אֲשֶׁר  תּוֹרָה  ה� ל־פִּי   ,,ע�
מִּשְׁפָּט” ל־ה�  According to the ‘‘Torah’’ that they shall teach — וְע�
you, and according to the judgment.  יּוֹם ה מִּשְׁפָּט בּ�  Just as — מ�
judgment must be rendered by day,[9]  יּוֹם ת סוֹטָה בּ� ף מְגִילּ�  so — א�
too the sotah’s scroll must be written by day.

 A second requirement of the sotah scroll:

פְּסוּלָה פְרֵע�  לְמ�  If he wrote it out of sequence,[10] it is — כְּתָבָהּ 
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