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Rav Eliezer Silver

SEEING THINGS DIFFERENTLY 
Rav Yaakov Bender On Chumash 2

ַוִּיֹּלנּו ָהָעם.
The people complained (15:24).

From the moment that the 
Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim un-
til they emerged from the sea, 
whole and safe, they witnessed a 
string of miracles — a nation of 
slaves transformed and uplifted 
into the realm of princes, Hash-
em’s chosen nation.

As they traveled through the 
desert, the people 
thirsted for water. 
It was a seemingly 
reasonable com-
plaint — a person 
needs water to live, 
and Hakadosh Ba-
ruch Hu provided 
sweet waters.

Later, as they 
traveled to Refi-
dim, there was 
once again “no water to drink.” 
They complained a second time 
and Moshe got upset. “Just a 
little more, and they will stone 
me,” Moshe told Hashem (17:4).

The Ribbono Shel Olam doesn’t 
seem to agree with Moshe’s 
perspective, and He instructs 
Moshe where to get water for the 
people. “Why do you slander My 
children?” Hashem asks Moshe 
(Rashi ibid.).

The Aibishter doesn’t just de-
fend them, He expresses love for 
them. Banai. My children. How 
can you speak against them?

But wasn’t Moshe correct? 
How can a nation that saw so 
many miracles doubt that their 
Creator would provide for 
them? He had taken them out, 

surrounded them by 
clouds, and then cre-
ated paths for them 
through a stormy sea. 
Would He not give 
them to drink?

That seems to be 
a valid perspective, 
and perhaps it was 
why Moshe Rabbe-
inu was disappoint-
ed.

But Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
taught Moshe to see things dif-
ferently, teaching us a lesson in 
the process.

There is a well-known story 
about Rav Eliezer Silver, who 
circulated in the Displaced Per-
sons camps after World War II in 
his chaplain’s uniform, trying to 
remind broken, bereaved people 
who they were and where they 
came from. He carried tefillin, 

and many 
of those 
whom he 
met were 
over-
joyed, 
seeing the opportunity to don 
tefillin once again as a privilege.

But with one Yid, he met re-
sistance, the survivor across 
from him no less determined 
than he was: He didn’t want to 
touch them. The Jew eyed the 
pair of tefillin in the rav’s hands 
with disdain, his heart closed off 
to their implications. “Just take 
them away. I don’t want to see 
them,” he told the rav.

Rav Silver, man of spirit and 
passion, spoke gently and emo-
tionally, until the Yid finally 
broke and shared his story.

“I don’t want to touch objects 
that bring out so much greed,” 
he said, and explained.  “In my 
barrack in Auschwitz, there was 
a Jew who had this treasure, a 
pair of tefillin. When he came, 
eager Yidden clamored around 
him, anxious for a chance to 
grasp the tefillin, to feel the kedu-
shah once again.

“But he wouldn’t continued on page 3
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MIRACLES ARE PART OF NATURE
The Illuminated Torah – Sefer Shemos by Rabbi Yonah Weinrib

The Splitting of the Sea saw the laws of nature altered 
to enable the Jews to cross to safety through the parted wa-
ters as the Egyptians drowned. Throughout the night, an 
easterly wind blew and the water began to pile up as a wall. 
Each of the events at the Yam Suf was miraculous, yet G-d 
wished in some way to minimize the element of a miracle. 
Detractors throughout history have sought to minimize 
the act of the splitting itself. As in many other historical 
occurrences, G-d showed that nature itself is miraculous.

A parable, discussed in 
Aleinu L’Shabeach, in the name 
of Rav Asher Weiss points 
to the balance of nature and 
miracles. A renowned sculp-
tor worked for months on a 
replica of a horse. The detail 
was breathtaking; every sin-
ew was carefully executed, 
each muscle and body part 
exactingly crafted. Proud of 
his work, he hoped to display 
it in the town square, and wait 
for the oohs and aahs of admiring passersby. He made a 
pre-dawn trip to the town square to deposit his master-
piece, and waited anxiously for the first townspeople to 
enter the marketplace.

Standing at the entrance to the square, he waited anx-
iously – and was appalled. People rushed by on the way to 
work, and no one gave the horse a second glance! All the 
months of work, all the painstaking detail, and no admir-
ing glances – not a one! Perhaps the location was the prob-
lem, he mused. Another trip to the marketplace before the 
throngs arrived, and he positioned the sculpture in the cen-
ter of the square. People hurriedly went to work, but no one 
even stopped for a moment to admire the statue.

He approached a passerby and presented his concern. It 
was not long before the obvious became clear – the horse was 

so real-looking that the townspeople 
mistook it for the real thing! A horse 
standing in the town square was a 
common enough occurrence that it 
merited no one’s second glance. The 
craftsman came up with a plan that 
seemed outlandish, but perhaps it 
would help get him the accolades he was seeking.

“I will split the horse into two parts, and place one 
half at one side of the entrance, 
and the other half on the other 
side!” It was worth a try.

The sculptor took the horse 
back to his studio and carefully 
split it into two halves, placing each 
half at the entrance to the square. 
He waited patiently for the people 
to start passing by. Seeing half a 
horse meticulously crafted in ev-
ery detail aroused the curiosity of 
everyone who passed by. “Look at 
the head, the mane looks absolute-

ly real!” said one. “If it had not been cut in half I never would 
have realized it was only a sculpture there,” said another.

So it is with our distorted view of nature and the 
world. Miraculous events occur daily that should cap-
ture our attention, yet we let it pass without notice. Na-
ture is filled with supernatural events, but they happen 
so often we take them for granted and we do not appreci-
ate them. A seed is placed in the ground and grows into a 
large tree or vegetation – this is truly miraculous, yet this 
commonplace occurrence does not elicit a response.

When G-d parted the waters of the sea, He showed 
mankind that all of nature is filled with miraculous 
events waiting for us to take notice. At the Yam Suf G-d 
demonstrated for all to see, for all time, that nature is 
miraculous, and miracles are part of nature. 
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Enter into a special raffle for a beautifully illuminated 20” x 30” print of Az Yashir by Rabbi Yonah Weinrib with gold stamping (without frame)… a $300 value!

Question: What was happening between the rows of water that separated the 12 shevatim  
as they passed through the Yam Suf? What did the pillar of fire do at the Yam Suf? 

HINT: The answers are found in The Illuminated Torah by Rabbi Yonah Weinrib.       Email your answer to: shabbosquestion@artscroll.com
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give them to just anyone,” the man continued. 
“Instead, he announced that anyone who 

wanted to wear his tefillin would have to give 
him half of their meager rations.

“I watched people starve each day, just for 
the chance to wear those tefillin, and his selfish-
ness and cruelty lives on in my memory, how he 
used tefillin to profit off other people.” 

Rav Silver was quiet for a moment. Then he 
reached out and gently took the other man’s 
arm.

“I hear your anger, and you are so right to 
feel pain at what he did,” the rav said. “But let 
me ask you this. Instead of focusing on the own-
er, why not focus on those loyal, devoted Yidden 
who gladly parted with their food just for the 
opportunity to put these tefillin on? See what 
a nation you are part of, and what a privilege 
you have. Don’t think about him — think about 
them!”

Perhaps this was the Ribbono Shel Olam’s an-
swer to Moshe. Imagine traveling with small 
children, and you run out of drinks. You stop, 
but the store is closed, so you look for a sink, but 
the sinks don’t work. After an hour or two, the 
children would be crying uncontrollably, and 
certainly after several hours.

The Bnei Yisrael traveled for three days with 
no water. Three days! That is a long time to go 
uncomplainingly, and Hashem saw this. He 
did not focus on the complaint, but on the long 
journey before it.

This was His reaction, and His lesson to us. 
Don’t look at the man who charged people to 
wear tefillin, but at the ones who gave some-
thing valuable and precious for something even 
more precious.

Hashem has an ayin tovah, kevayachol, seeing 
what we have done right and accepting it. For 
three days, they did not complain, and so they 
were banai, My children, beloved and dear. 

SEEING THINGS DIFFERENTLY   
continued from page 1

SO MUCH LOVE
Forever a Talmid – The Chinuch Legacy  

of Rabbi Chanina Herzberg  
by Rabbi Yitzchok Herzberg

At the levayah of Rabbi Chanina 
Herzberg, a woman wept with great 
emotion. A person standing next 
to her inquired why she was crying 
uncontrollably, assuming that she was a family member 
or someone very close to the family. 

“I had a child who graduated from Yeshiva Toras 
Chaim,” she said. “My son was originally in another ye-
shiva, but then my husband and I divorced, and every-

thing went downhill from 
there. We both found new 
spouses, creating a difficult 
environment for our son, 
whose learning was affect-
ed by the upheaval in his young life. With everything go-
ing on, my son needed a fresh start in a new yeshiva. We 
hoped to register him at Yeshiva Toras Chaim, as we’d 
heard amazing things about the yeshiva.

“We came for his interview, his father and I, along 
with our respective spouses. Two couples walked into 
the office with my son, creating a moment of awkward-
ness and discomfort for him. With glowing eyes and a 
big smile, Rabbi Herzberg looked my son in the eye and 
the first words out of his mouth were, ‘Look how lucky 
you are! You have so many people who love you!’

“With those words, my son knew he was home. My 
son is now a successful individual, only because of Rabbi 
Herzberg.” 

Rabbi Chanina Herzberg
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‘LOOK HOW 
LUCKY YOU ARE! 

YOU HAVE SO 
MANY PEOPLE 

WHO LOVE YOU!’
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פרשת בשלח

The winner of the Shemos question is: TZVI ARONOVITCH, Cherry Hill, NJ

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of  
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Beshalach: 
Why did Hashem take the Bnei Yisrael  

on a long route to Eretz Yisrael? 

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: What happened to Bisya, the daughter of Paroh, when the Jews left Egypt?
The answer is: She left Egypt with all of Bnei Yisrael.
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No Questions Asked No Questions Asked   

he Jews, now free, marched out into 
the desert. They were surrounded by 
the Ananei HaKavod. These clouds 

surrounded them, protecting them from the desert 
sun and the heat. 

In front of them was a cloud shaped like a pillar, 
rising high to the sky. It showed the Jews where to go. 
Wherever the cloud went, they followed.

The Jews were amazing! Imagine going on a long 
trip  and never asking, “Where are we going? How 
long will it take to get there? Are we there yet? What will 

we eat and drink in the desert?” The Jews just followed wherever Hashem led them, no 
questions asked by any of the three million travelers! They all had perfect faith and trust 

in Hashem.
Even today, Hashem always remembers the outstanding faith and trust of His three 

million children — Bnei Yisrael — at that time. 

Pillar of Fire Pillar of Fire     
hen they traveled at night, Hashem sent a different pillar. This one was a 
flaming cloud, also rising high to the heavens. It came at night to light up 
the dark desert. What an awesome sight it must have been, a whole nation 

traveling by the intense light of a fiery pillar. 
The cloud traveling in front of them killed snakes and scorpions that could hurt the 

Jews. Hashem wanted their journey to be easy, so the cloud would also flatten the hills 
and fill any holes in the desert. 


