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NUMERIC INSIGNIFICANCE
Rabbi Nison Alpert On the Sedrah

ָהֵבא ֶאת ָהֲאָנִׁשים ַהָּבְיָתה ּוְטבַֹח ֶטַבח ְוָהֵכן ִּכי ִאִּתי יֹאְכלּו ָהֲאָנִׁשים ַּבָּצֳהָרִים.
Bring the men into the house. Have meat slaughtered and prepare it, 

for with me will these men dine at noon (43:16).

Rearrange the letters of ְוָהֵכן, combine them 
with the last letter of the word that precedes it 
in this verse, ֶטַבח, and you could spell the word 
-also al ,ְוָהֵכן ,Chanukah. The same word ,ֲחנּוָּכה
ludes to Yosef’s having observed the Shabbos: 
 on the sixth day when they ,ְוָהָיה ַּבּיֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי ְוֵהִכינּו
prepare [the monn] (Shemos 16:5). 

What connections could we draw between 
Shabbos and Chanukah? 

Chanukah’s primary miracle was that of the 
oil, as explained in Maseches Shabbos 
21b in response to the question, Mai 
Chanukah? In commemoration of which 
miracle was this holiday established? 
(Rashi). While it is certainly true that 
the military aspect was quite remark-
able and miraculous, its occurrence 
would not, in and of itself, have justi-
fied the institution of a new holiday, to 
be celebrated yearly from that point 
onward. The phenomenon of the many being 
routed by the few was not something unprec-
edented, even among the nations. Only within 
the context of the miracle of the oil could its true 
significance be appreciated. 

There was only one day’s worth of pure oil, 
yet it lasted for eight. The Greeks had contam-
inated practically the entire supply of ritually 
pure oil. Their actions symbolized their inten-
tion of contaminating all that was holy and pure 
to the Jewish nation. They confused our minds, 
distracted our thoughts, and disrupted our col-
lective ability to learn Torah. It almost seemed 
that there would not be the wherewithal to kin-
dle the lights symbolizing our connection to the 

pure traditions of Torah 
from Sinai. 

It was not until after 
the few Jews to remain 
resolute in their devotion to Torah had rekin-
dled the Torah’s flame throughout the Land that 
the rabbis saw fit to dedicate a new holiday to 
commemorate the military victory. As in the 
case of the military victory, the spiritual triumph 
also demonstrated the possibility of a minority’s 

devotion to holiness prevailing over 
the majority. The few could potential-
ly redirect the many — a bit of light 
dispels much darkness. 

And that is the basis of Chanukah. 
It is also the basis of Shabbos. 
Shabbos is one day among seven. 

There are six days of work and one of 
rest. Which set would be granted the 
greatest holiness? The unit of six or 

the unit of one? That which is most numerous? 
Of course, the extra measure of holiness was 

given to the single day of rest. The larger group 
will not necessarily be the one that will pre-
dominate and be the most influential. This was 
demonstrated through Chanukah and through 
the choosing of Shabbos. 

So too, it is demonstrated through the con-
cept of Shabbos being the sign between the Jew-
ish people and their G-d: Hashem sanctifies us 
through the Shabbos because we, too, are numer-
ically fewer than all other nations. Ultimately, 
though, our numeric insignificance is not indic-
ative of our potential for making the difference. 

As in the miracle of Chanukah. 

Rav Nison Alpert
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NEW!

Greatness BRILLIANCE WITH SIMPLICITY
Reb Dovid - The Life and Legacy of Reb Dovid Feinstein by Yisroel Besser 

Reb Dovid Feinstein’s humility allowed him to see 
situations clearly, without a thought for his own ego.

Reb Dovid held that the neiros Chanukah should be 
lit using wicks, in oil. For a period of time, in the ye-
shivah itself, they lit actual wax candles, unlike his rul-
ing. A talmid asked how he allowed this deviation from 
what he considered to be halachah l’maaseh in the very 
yeshivah he headed.

Reb Dovid did not see a problem. 
“Look,” Reb Dovid shrugged, “the gab-
bai probably does not want to get his 
hands dirty with the oil and candles 
are easier. He has enough poskim to 
rely on, so what’s the problem?”

• • • • •
Talmidim were privileged to witness 

a rare scene one Sunday when a 
visitor stood there after Reb Dovid’s 
weekly shiur was over, challenging 
the rosh yeshivah on a certain psak. 
He was relentless and kept asking, 
“What is the rosh yeshivah’s mekor 
to say like that?” 

Uncharacteristically, Reb Dovid 
looked at him and told him to get 
a pen and paper. Then, Reb Dovid 
started to list off mareh mekomos 
— sugyos in the Gemara, Rishonim, 
nosei keilim on the Shulchan Aruch, 
and teshuvah sefarim, speaking for 
several minutes as the gentleman 
wrote, filling a page with sources until Reb Dovid 
stopped and said, “Ayin sham, look in those places, and 
you will see a mekor.”

• • • • •
A talmid chacham went to speak with Reb Dovid, and 

he was immediately confronted by the unexpected sight 
— one familiar to talmidim in the yeshivah — of Reb 
Dovid restocking the soda machine in the yeshivah’s 
front hallway. The visitor was stunned and tried to do 
the task, but Reb Dovid didn’t let.

“It is my mitzvah,” he said simply, 
not understanding why the other 
person would try to take it.

“But it is not appropriate for the 
rosh yeshivah!” the visitor argued.

“What’s your mekor, your 
source, that this is called ‘eino l’fi 

k’vodo’? Reb Dovid asked. “It brings in money for To-
rah, so to me it’s a great kavod.”

• • • • •
At a chasunah, a donor 

to MTJ noticed Reb Dovid 
at the sweet table, filling 
a napkin with a few small 
cakes. Seeing an opportu-
nity to do something for a 

great man, he hurried 
over. “The rosh yeshivah 
likes these cakes? I will 
send him a truck full of 
this cake for Shabbos. 
He doesn’t have to wrap 
them up to go.”

Reb Dovid smiled 
and started to walk to-
ward the women’s sec-
tion, the younger man 
following him. Reb 
Dovid asked someone 
to call the Rebbetz-
in, and when she ap-

proached, he handed her the napkin. 
“Here,” he said, “I noticed some of the cake you like, 

so I brought it for you.”
• • • • •

A talmid of MTJ had become a popular tour guide 
in Eretz Yisrael, and when Reb Dovid and the Rebbetz-
in visited, he took them on a private tour of the meko-
mos hakedoshim. They started in Kever Rachel, which 
was a special experience for them. They were meant to 
continue to Me’aras HaMachpelah, in continued on page 3

“IF SHE 
CANNOT 
GO IN, I 
WON’T GO 
IN EITHER.”
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BRILLIANCE WITH SIMPLICITY   continued from page 2

NEW!

Torah
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FLYING HIGH
The Grandeur of the Maggid by Rabbi Paysach J. Krohn

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum (1920-
2008), rosh yeshivah of Mirrer Yeshivah 
in Brooklyn, was boarding a plane at 
Kennedy Airport heading to Los An-
geles. Right behind him was a wealthy 
businessman, Shloimy Bader.*

Mr. Bader noticed that Rav 
Berenbaum turned right as 
he entered the plane to take 
his seat in economy class, 
while Mr. Bader was ushered 
left to his first-class seat. He 
knew that the trip was long 
and that his trip would be 
much more comfortable than 
that of the rosh yeshivah.

When the plane was in the air 
and the seat belt sign was turned off, 

Mr. Bader went to find the rosh yeshi-
vah in the economy cabin. Rav Ber-
enbaum, known for his incredible 
hasmadah (diligence), was already 
deeply engrossed in his Gemara.

Mr. Bader went over to Rav Ber-
enbaum and said, 

“Rosh yeshivah, I 
feel so bad that you 
are sitting here. It’s 

a long trip and I have a 
very comfortable seat in first class. 
Please take my seat; I’ll sit here, and 

the rosh yeshi-
vah can learn 
comfortably 
throughout 
the flight.”

Rav Ber-
enbaum smiled and thanked Mr. 
Bader profusely and then said in 
Yiddish, “Ich darf nisht first class. (I 
don’t need first class.)” And then he 
added, “I have a better idea: Let the 
gentleman sitting next to me have 
your seat. You can then sit next to 
me and we’ll learn together for a 
few hours. I really need a chavrusa 
(study partner).”

And that’s exactly what hap-
pened. 

“I REALLY 
NEED A 
CHAVRUSA.”

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum

Chevron, but Reb Dovid asked the driver to return to 
the hotel instead.

Reb Yissocher Ginzberg, who was accompanying 
them, was worried that Reb Dovid didn’t feel well, but 
the rosh yeshivah assured him that he felt fine. He had 
decided against going to the Me’aras HaMachpelah, 
he said. He explained that the Me’aras HaMachpelah 
had many steps to climb and the Rebbetzin, who used 
a walker, would not be able to navigate them.

The Rebbetzin insisted that she didn’t mind. “The 
bottom of the steps at the Me’aras HaMachpelah is 
also a holy place,” she said good-naturedly, knowing 
how much tefillah meant to her husband, but Reb 
Dovid had made up his mind.

“A whole year,” he explained to Reb Yissocher, “I 
am busy with the yeshivah, with giving shiurim, with 
answering shailos, and with klal issues. I have so many 
obligations outside the house. Now, I am on a very 
rare vacation with my wife and I will be with her. If 
she cannot go in, I won’t go in either.”

• • • • •

Reb Dovid was in Lakewood for a parlor meeting on 
behalf of Rav Michel Feinstein’s kollel. It was toward the 
end of his life, and there was a large crowd waiting to 
greet him. When  Reb Dovid entered the house, there 
was a commotion. Reb Dovid turned to the host, his 
talmid Ezra Beyman, and asked if he could have privacy 
for a moment to make an important phone call. Every-
one in the rosh yeshivah’s entourage had cell phones, so 
the host reasoned that the call must be very private. He 
led his rebbi to his study, where Reb Dovid sat down. 

And called the Rebbetzin.
He asked about her day, and told her a bit about his 

day. He asked what she would be eating for supper and 
wished her a pleasant evening. She had been alone in the 
apartment all day, he explained, while he circulated and 
met people and went to different homes. He wanted to 
include her in his activities, because she was his partner.

The rosh yeshivah’s face, recalls Reb Ezra, was like 
that of a chassan speaking to his kallah, more than sixty 
years after his chasunah.

Then Reb Dovid went to greet the participants, the 
important phone call completed. 
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The winner of the Vayeitzei question is: CHAVA AHUVA POSEN, Toronto

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of  
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parashas Mikeitz: 
How old was Yosef when he left prison and became ruler of Egypt?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: What were the names of Leah’s seven children?
The answer is: Reuven, Shimon, Levi, Yehudah, Yissaschar, Zevulun, and Dinah. 
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Yosef Gets Out of Prison!Yosef Gets Out of Prison!
haraoh was very excited about this prisoner who could predict 
the future from dreams, and get it right. He immediately ordered 
his guards to bring Yosef to him. 

It was Rosh Hashanah when guards took Yosef out of prison. Yosef 
got a haircut. Instead of a prisoner’s uniform, they dressed Yosef in 
clothes fit to meet a king.

  Yosef Meets the Ruler of the   Yosef Meets the Ruler of the   
Egyptian EmpireEgyptian Empire

osef was taken to Pharaoh. 
Pharaoh said to him, “I had a 

dream but no one can tell me what 
it means. I heard that you can explain the 
meaning of dreams.”

Yosef answered, “The wisdom to explain dreams is not mine. Hashem will 
tell me what to say.”

This was good enough for Pharaoh. He told Yosef his dreams and Yosef began to explain their meaning.

The Dreams Mean …The Dreams Mean …
osef told Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s two dreams are 
really one dream. Hashem is telling Pharaoh 
what He will do to Egypt. The seven fat cows and 

seven good ears of grain stand for seven years when 
there will plenty of food in Egypt. The seven skinny 
cows and seven bad ears of grain are seven years of 

terrible hunger that will come after the years of plenty.” 
Then Yosef explained why in the dream the skinny 

cows ate the fat cows and still stayed skinny. 
“The hunger will be so bad that all the good times 

of the years of plenty will be forgotten. The dream 
was repeated twice to show that Hashem is going to 
do this right away.”
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