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 ִּכּפּוִרים �ת יֹום ה �ת ֲעבֹוד � ִמְצָוה קפה: ִמְצו
ְוִׁשּלּוח�  ִּוּדּוִיין2  ְוה� ָּקְרָּבנֹות1  ה� ֵסֶדר  ל  ע� ִּכּפּוִרים  ה� יֹום  ֲעֵׂשה  מ� ָּכל  ָּגדֹול  ֹּכֵהן  ֲעֶׂשה  ֶׁשּי�
ֲהרֹן  ג’) ְּבזֹאת ָיבֹא א� (ויקרא ט”ז,  ר  ָּפָרָׁשה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאמ� ָּׂשִעיר3 ּוְׁשָאר ָהֲעבֹוָדה, ְּכמֹו ֶׁשָּכתּוב ּב� ה�

ָּפָרָׁשה. ּקֶֹדׁש ְוגֹו’, ָּכל ה� ֶאל ה�

 Mitzvah 185 

The Obligation of the Yom Kippur Service
ת ְּבֵני  ה . . . ּוֵמֵאת ֲעד	 ִיל ְלעֹל� את ְוא	 ּט� ר ְלח	 ק� ר ֶּבן ּב� ּקֶֹדׁש ְּבפ	 ֲהרֹן ֶאל ה	 בֹא א	 ְּבזֹאת י�
ֵּפר  ְיכ	 ֶּזה  ה	 ּיֹום  ב	 ִּכי   . . . ה  ְלעֹל� ד  ֶאח� ִיל  ְוא	 את  ּט� ְלח	 ִעִּזים  ְׂשִעיֵרי  ְׁשֵני  ח  ִיּק	 ֵאל  ִישְֹר�
ח  ֹּכֵהן ֲאֶׁשר ִיְמׁש	 רּו . . . ְוִכֶּפר ה	 ּטֹאֵתיֶכם ִלְפֵני ה’ ִּתְטה� ֵהר ֶאְתֶכם ִמֹּכל ח	 ֲעֵליֶכם ְלט	
 . . . ּקֶֹדׁש  ד ִּבְגֵדי ה	 ּב� ׁש ֶאת ִּבְגֵדי ה	 ב	 ִביו ְול� ת א� ח	 ֵהן ּת	 דֹו ְלכ	 ֵּלא ֶאת י� ֲאֶׁשר ְימ	 ֹאתֹו ו	
ל  ֵאל ִמּכ� ל ְּבֵני ִיְׂשר� ֵּפר ע	 ם ְלכ	 ת עֹול� ֶכם ְלֻחּק	 ה ּזֹאת ל� ְית� ֵּפר. ְוה� ל ְיכ	 ה� ּק� ם ה	 ל־ע	 ל־ּכ� ְוע	

ה נ� ּׁש� ת ּב	 ח	 ם א	 ּטֹאת� ח	
With this shall Aaron come into the Sanctuary: with a bull, a young male 

of cattle, for a chatas offering, and a ram for an olah offering … And from 

the assembly of the Children of Israel he shall take two he-goats for a chatas 

offering and one ram for an olah offering … For on this day he shall provide 

atonement for you to cleanse you; from all your sins before HASHEM shall you 

be cleansed … The Kohen, who has been anointed or who has been given the 

authority to serve in place of his father, shall provide atonement; he shall don 

the linen vestments, the sacred vestments ... and upon all the people of the 

congregation shall he bring atonement. This shall be to you an eternal decree, 

to bring atonement upon the Children of Israel for all their sins once a year 

(Leviticus 16:3-34).

Yom Kippur, the most solemn day of the year, is the day on which God grants forgiveness to those 

who repent, resolving to return to Him and mend their ways. When the Temple (Beis HaMikdash) was 

standing, a major element of the atonement process was the avodah (service, pl. avodos) of the Kohen 

Gadol in the Holy Temple on Yom Kippur. This mitzvah addresses the obligation of performing this 

avodah. See the following page for a summary of the steps of the Yom Kippur avodah, which we will be 

referencing throughout the discussion of this mitzvah.

ִּכּפּוִרים ֲעֵׂשה יֹום ה� ֲעֶׂשה ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול ָּכל מ�  This mitzvah-obligation requires that the Kohen Gadol — ֶׁשּי�
perform the entire procedure of the Yom Kippur service   ְוִׁשּלּוח� ִּוּדּוִיין  ְוה� ָּקְרָּבנֹות  ה� ֵסֶדר  ל   ע�
ָהֲעבֹוָדה ּוְׁשָאר  ָּׂשִעיר   in accordance with the order of the offerings,[1] the confessions,[2] — ה�
sending the he-goat to the wilderness,[3] and the rest of the avodah,   ָּפָרָׁשה  as — ְּכמֹו ֶׁשָּכתּוב ּב�
it is written in the Biblical passage describing the service;   ר  as it is stated (Leviticus — ֶׁשֶּנֱאמ�

ְוגֹו’ ”   :(16:3 ּקֶֹדׁש  ֲהרֹן ֶאל ה� ָיבֹא א�  ,.With this shall Aaron come into the Sanctuary, etc — ”ְּבזֹאת 
ָּפָרָׁשה ה�  until the end of the entire passage, which describes the service in detail and then — ָּכל 

concludes (ibid. v. 34), This shall be to you an eternal decree, to bring atonement upon the Children of 

Israel for all their sins once a year.

TRANS
 

1. Chinuch will discuss the various offerings brought 

on Yom Kippur in the section dedicated to the laws 

of the mitzvah.

2. The Kohen Gadol confesses three times on Yom 

Kippur. See below, note 27.

3. Step 17 of the service, as outlined in the box on the 

following page.

NOTES 
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THE AVODAH OF THE KOHEN GADOL ON YOM KIPPUR*

Removal of regular attire, immersion, donning golden garments, washing hands and feet

1 Offering the morning tamid

2 Offering the morning daily ketores (incense)

3 Tending to the Menorah lamps

4 Burning the limbs of the tamid

5 Offering the young bull and seven lambs of the mussaf offering

Washing hands and feet, removal of golden garments, immersion, 
donning white garments, washing hands and feet

6 Confession on the Kohen Gadol’s bull

7 Casting lots on two he-goats to designate one as a chatas and one to be sent to the wilderness

8 Second confession on the Kohen Gadol’s bull

9 Slaughtering the Kohen Gadol’s bull and receiving its blood in a sacred vessel

10 Offering the special Yom Kippur ketores in the Holy of Holies

11 Sprinkling the blood of the Kohen Gadol’s bull in the Holy of Holies

12 Slaughtering the he-goat designated as a chatas, receiving its blood, and sprinkling it in the Holy 
of Holies

13 Sprinkling the blood of the Kohen Gadol’s bull on the Paroches (Partition Curtain)

14 Sprinkling the blood of the chatas he-goat on the Paroches

15 Combining the blood of the bull and the he-goat and applying the mixture of the bloods to the 
Golden Altar

16 Confession on the he-goat designated to be sent to the wilderness

17 Sending the he-goat to the wilderness

18 Reading from the Torah

Washing hands and feet, removal of white garments, immersion, 
donning of golden garments, washing hands and feet

19 Offering a (third) he-goat as part of the mussaf offering

20 Offering the Kohen Gadol’s ram and the ram of the mussaf offering

21 Burning on the Altar the fats of the Kohen Gadol’s bull and chatas he-goat whose blood was 
sprinkled in the Sanctuary

22 Offering the afternoon tamid offering

Washing hands and feet, removal of golden garments, immersion, 
donning of white garments, washing hands and feet

23 Removing the fire-pan and ketores-spoon from the Holy of Holies

Washing hands and feet, removal of white garments, immersion, 
donning of golden garments, washing hands and feet

24 Offering the afternoon daily ketores

25 Tending to the Menorah lamps

Washing hands and feet, removal of golden garments, donning regular attire

*  The sequence presented follows Rambam (Hil. Avodas Yom HaKippurim, Ch. 4). Other authorities differ with 
Rambam on several minor points.
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4. This is in accordance with the view of the Sages 

(Shevuos 13a), who maintain that Yom Kippur does not 

provide atonement without repentance. See Rambam, 

Hil. Teshuvah 1:3. [See below, note 8.]

5. I.e., the load of sins that may be tolerated without ret-

ribution would reach its limit. See next note. [The se’ah 

is the largest standard measure of volume (see Mitzvah 

258 with note 14). The term is used here in a general 

manner, to denote a large measure. For similar usage 

of this term, see Sotah 9a referencing Isaiah 27:8; see 

also Sanhedrin 100a, with note 43 in Schottenstein ed.]

6. In Mitzvah 311, Chinuch offers the very same under-

lying purpose for Rosh Hashanah. Hashem established 

a yearly day of judgment, forgiving when possible 

and meting out punishment when necessary, so that 

humanity’s sins not be compounded to the point where 

forgiveness is impossible, which would spell the end of 

the world.

7. The verse marking the end of the first day of 

Creation (Genesis 1:5) reads: ד ֶאח� יֹום  בֶֹקר  ְיִהי  ו	 ֶעֶרב  ְיִהי   ,ו	
And it was evening and it was morning, one day. Now, 

in conformance with the other verses marking the days 

of Creation, this verse should seemingly have been 

written, And it was evening and it was morning, the 

first day. A number of explanations are offered by the 

Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 3:8). One of them is that 

“one day” alludes to the special day of the year, Yom 

Kippur, which was ordained from the beginning of 

Creation to atone for the sins of mankind.

8. The Gemara (Yoma 86a) teaches that there are 

four levels of sin vis-à-vis the requirements for atone-

ment: (a) For violation of a mitzvah-obligation, repen-

tance alone wipes away the sin; (b) for transgression 

of a mitzvah-prohibition, full atonement is achieved 

through repentance coupled with the power of Yom 

Kippur; (c) for violation of a mitzvah that carries the 

NOTES 

 Underlying Purpose of the Mitzvah 
ִּמְצָוה ה� ל   Among the underlying purposes of the mitzvah is — ִמָּׁשְרֵׁשי  ע� ָהֵאל  ְסֵדי  ֵמח�  ֶׁשָהָיה 
 that among the kindnesses that the Almighty bestowed upon His creations was — ְּבִרּיֹוָתיו

ֲחָטִאים ה� ל  ע� ָּפָרה  ְלכ� ָּׁשָנה  ּב� ֶאָחד  יֹום  ָלֶהן   to establish for them one day in the year that — ִלְקּבֹע� 

serves to atone for sins,   ֶׁשָּיׁשּובּו ְּתׁשּוָבה  ה�  when combined with their undertaking of — ִעם 
repentance.[4]   ָׁשָנה ָׁשָנה  ְּבִרּיֹות  ה� ֲעוֹונֹות  ְּבצּו  ִיְתק�  This is vital for the world’s continued — ֶׁשִאּלּו 

existence, for if the sins of mankind were to accumulate year after year,   ֵּלא ְסָאָתם ְלסֹוף  ִּתְתמ�
ִים אֹו ָׁשלֹׁש אֹו יֹוֵתר  ,their measure would become full[5] after two or three years or more — ְׁשָנת�
ֵּיב ָהעֹוָלם ְּכָלָיה ל ֵּכן ָרָאה   and the world would then be deserving of annihilation.[6] — ְוִיְתח�  ע�
הּוא ָּברּוְך  ָהעֹוָלם   ,Hence, [Hashem], blessed is He, saw fit, in His wisdom — ְּבָחְכָמתֹו   ְלִקּיּום 

— for the sake of the continued existence of the world,   ֲחָטִאים ת  ָּפר� ְלכ� ָּׁשָנה  ּב� ֶאָחד  יֹום   ִלְקּבֹע� 
ָּׁשִבים ת   .to establish one day in the year for atonement of sins for those who repent — ל�  ּוִמְּתִחּל�
ת ָהעֹוָלם ְיָעדֹו ְוִקְּדׁשֹו ְלָכְך  At the onset of the creation of the world, [Hashem] designated — ְּבִריא�
and set [this day] apart for that purpose,[7]   ָּפָרה ּיֹום ְלכ� ר ֶׁשְּיָעדֹו ָהֵאל ָּברּוְך הּוא אֹותֹו ה� ח�  and — ְוא�
once the Almighty, blessed is He, designated that day for atonement,   ּיֹום ה� ֵּדׁש   the — ִנְתק�
day itself became sanctified,   ֶּלה ּכּות ֵמִאּתֹו ִיְתע� ּז�  and received the power of purity — ְוִקֵּבל ֹּכח� ה�
from Him, may He be exalted,   ָּפָרה ּכ� ֵּיע� ּב� ד ֶׁשהּוא ְמס�  such that [the day itself] assists in — ע�

effecting the atonement.   ְרֵּבה ְמקֹומֹות  This is the meaning of that — ְוֶזהּו ָאְמָרם ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה ְּבה�
which [the Sages] say in numerous places,   ֵּפר ִּכּפּוִרים ְמכ�  ”,And Yom Kippur atones“ — ְויֹום ה�
ר ָּפָרה   which is to say — ְּכלֹומ� ּכ� ְצמֹו ּב� ּיֹום ְּבע�  that the day itself has a degree of power — ֶׁשֵּיׁש ֹּכח� ל�
in effecting the atonement   ּלֹות ֲעֵברֹות ק� for sins that are relatively minor.[8] — ּב�

TRANS
 

ָּפָרה  ָּׁשָנה ְלכ� ל ְּבִרּיֹוָתיו ִלְקּבֹע� ָלֶהן יֹום ֶאָחד ּב� ְסֵדי ָהֵאל ע� ִּמְצָוה, ֶׁשָהָיה ֵמח� ִמָּׁשְרֵׁשי ה�
ֵּלא  ְּבִרּיֹות ָׁשָנה ָׁשָנה, ִּתְתמ� ְּבצּו ֲעוֹונֹות ה� ְּתׁשּוָבה ֶׁשָּיׁשּובּו4, ֶׁשִאּלּו ִיְתק� ֲחָטִאים ִעם ה� ל ה� ע�
ְּבָחְכָמתֹו  ָרָאה  ֵּכן  ל  ע� ְּכָלָיה6,  ָהעֹוָלם  ֵּיב  ְוִיְתח� יֹוֵתר  אֹו  ָׁשלֹׁש  אֹו  ִים  ְׁשָנת� ְלסֹוף  ְסָאָתם5 
ת  ּוִמְּתִחּל� ָּׁשִבים.  ל� ֲחָטִאים  ת  ָּפר� ְלכ� ָּׁשָנה  ּב� ֶאָחד  יֹום  ִלְקּבֹע�  ָהעֹוָלם,  ְלִקּיּום  הּוא,  ָּברּוְך 
ָּפָרה,  ְלכ� ּיֹום  ה� אֹותֹו  הּוא  ָּברּוְך  ָהֵאל  ֶׁשְּיָעדֹו  ר  ח� ְוא� ְלָכְך7,  ְוִקְּדׁשֹו  ְיָעדֹו  ָהעֹוָלם  ת  ְּבִריא�
ָאְמָרם  ְוֶזהּו  ָּפָרה.  ּכ� ּב� ֵּיע�  ְמס� ֶׁשהּוא  ד  ע� ֶּלה  ִיְתע� ֵמִאּתֹו  ּכּות  ּז� ה� ֹּכח�  ְוִקֵּבל  ּיֹום  ה� ֵּדׁש  ִנְתק�
ְצמֹו  ְּבע� ּיֹום  ל� ֹּכח�  ֶׁשֵּיׁש  ר  ְּכלֹומ� ֵּפר,  ְמכ� ִּכּפּוִרים  ה� ְויֹום  ְמקֹומֹות  ְרֵּבה  ְּבה� ִלְבָרָכה  ִזְכרֹוָנם 

ּלֹות8.  ֲעֵברֹות ק� ָּפָרה ּב� ּכ� ּב�

Reproduced from the Schottenstein Edition Sefer HaChinuch
with permission of the copyright holder ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications Ltd



œ 14 אחרי / מצוה קפה: מצות עבודת יום הכפורים

penalty of kares (excision) or capital punishment, 

repentance and Yom Kippur serve to ward off punish-

ment, but one must also suffer affliction (by the Hand 

of Heaven) prior to being fully forgiven by Hashem; and 

(d) desecration of Hashem’s Name (see Mitzvah 295) is 

fully forgiven only upon the perpetrator’s demise (see 

Rambam, Hil. Teshuvah 1:4). Chinuch here apparently 

refers to the second level of sins, which are forgiven by 

repentance coupled with Yom Kippur.

The concept that the day itself “assists in effecting 

the atonement” means that a special holiness exists on 

Yom Kippur that facilitates the acceptance of teshuvah 

and the forgiveness of sins (see Ramchal in Derech 

Hashem IV:8:5, and R’ E. E. Dessler in Michtav Me-

Eliyahu, Vol. II p. 104).

9. The Gemara (Yoma 70a) discusses several elements 

of the Yom Kippur avodah, particularly the proper 

sequence of some of these elements. Chinuch proceeds 

to cite verbatim from Rambam (Hil. Avodas Yom Ha-

Kippurim 1:1-2).

10. Chataos can be divided into two categories: “inner 

chataos” whose blood is brought into the Sanctuary for 

sprinkling, and “outer chataos” whose blood is placed 

on the horns of the Outer Altar situated in the Temple 

Courtyard. The he-goat that is part of the Yom Kip-

pur mussaf offering is an outer chatas [in contrast to 

another he-goat brought on Yom Kippur (described 

below), which is an inner chatas].

11. One of the differences between an inner chatas and 

an outer chatas is that the former is not eaten, but 

burned outside Jerusalem, whereas the outer chatas is 

eaten by the Kohanim. Ordinarily, such a chatas could 

be eaten on the day it was offered and on the following 

night. In our case though, since it is Yom Kippur and 

one is required to fast the entire day, the offering was 

eaten only after nightfall, once the fast had ended.

12. This young bull was an inner chatas, as its blood 

was brought into the Sanctuary and its avodah was per-

formed there (Steps 11, 13, and 15). As the verse (v. 27) 

states, this chatas (like all inner chataos; see previous 

note) was not eaten, but burned outside of Jerusalem.

13. The verse (Leviticus 16:6) states regarding the 

Kohen Gadol’s bull, לֹו ֲאֶׁשר  את  ּט� ח	 ה	 ר  ּפ	 ֶאת  ֲהרֹן  א	  ,ְוִהְקִריב 
Aaron shall bring near the chatas bull which is his. The 

Gemara (Yoma 3b and 51b) derives from the phrase 

 which is his, that the Kohen Gadol purchases this ,ֲאֶׁשר לֹו

offering from his own funds, and this bull is considered 

his personal offering. [With regard to how it is known 

that the ram must also be purchased with the Kohen 

Gadol’s personal funds, see Yoma 3b and Teshuvos Beis 

Yitzchak, Choshen Mishpat, end of Derush 32:7.]

NOTES 

 Laws of the Mitzvah 
ִּמְצָוה ה ֶּׁשָאְמרּו ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה   Among the laws of the mitzvah is — ִמִּדיֵני ה�  that which [the — מ�
Sages], of blessed memory, stated[9] with regard to the offerings brought on Yom Kippur,   ּיֹום  ֶׁשּב�
ִים ְרּב� ָהע� ֵּבין  ְוָתִמיד  ר  ח� ּׁש� ּב� ָּתִמיד  ְקִריִבין  מ� ָהיּו  ֶּזה   that on this day they would bring a tamid — ה�
offering in the morning and a tamid offering in the afternoon,   ְּכֵסֶדר ָּכל יֹום ָויֹום — as was the 
procedure every day (Mitzvah 401).

On Rosh Chodesh, Sabbath, and all festivals, additional (mussaf) offerings were brought. Chinuch 

delineates the mussaf offering of Yom Kippur:

ּיֹום ף ה� ְקִריִבין מּוס�  ;They would bring the mussaf offering of the day (as stated in Numbers 29:8 — ּומ�

see Mitzvah 314),   ִיל ְוִׁשְבָעה ְּכָבִׂשים ר ְוא�  ,which consisted of a bull, a ram, and seven lambs — ּפ�
ֹּכל עֹולֹות ָּטאת   ,which were all olos (elevation offerings; sing., olah) — ה�  and a he-goat — ְוָׂשִעיר ְלח�

brought as a chatas (sin offering; pl., chataos).   חּוץ ֲעֶׂשה ּב� -The avodah of [this chatas] was per — ְונ�
formed outside the Sanctuary,[10]   ְוהּוא ֶנֱאָכל ָלֶעֶרב — and [its meat] was eaten that evening.[11]

The Torah (Leviticus 16:3) teaches that certain additional offerings are brought on Yom Kippur as part 

of the day’s avodah:

ָּטאת ר ֶּבן ָּבָקר ְלח� ל ֶזה ּפ� ְקִריִבין ֶיֶתר ע� -In addition to these (i.e., the tamid and mussaf offer — ְועֹוד מ�

ings), they would bring a young bull as a chatas offering,   ְוהּוא ִנְׂשָרף — which was burned,[12] 
ִיל ְלעֹוָלה  they were both paid for from the — ּוְׁשֵניֶהם ִמֶּׁשל ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול   ;and a ram as an olah — ְוא�
Kohen Gadol’s own funds.[13]

Further in the passage (v. 5), the Torah states that, as part of the Yom Kippur service, one ram and two 

TRANS
 

ְקִריִבין ָּתִמיד  ֶּזה ָהיּו מ� ּיֹום ה� ה ֶּׁשָאְמרּו ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה9 (יומא ע’ ע”א) ֶׁשּב� ִּמְצָוה, מ� ִמִּדיֵני ה�
ִיל ְוִׁשְבָעה  ר ְוא� ּיֹום, ּפ� ף ה� ְקִריִבין מּוס� ָויֹום, ּומ� ִים ְּכֵסֶדר ָּכל יֹום  ְרּב� ְוָתִמיד ֵּבין ָהע� ר  ח� ּׁש� ּב�
ְקִריִבין  חּוץ10, ְוהּוא ֶנֱאָכל ָלֶעֶרב11. ְועֹוד מ� ֲעֶׂשה ב� ָּטאת ְונ� ֹּכל עֹולֹות, ְוָׂשִעיר ְלח� ְּכָבִׂשים, ה�
ִיל ְלעֹוָלה, ּוְׁשֵניֶהם ִמֶּׁשל ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול13.  ָּטאת ְוהּוא ִנְׂשָרף12, ְוא� ר ֶּבן ָּבָקר ְלח� ל ֶזה ּפ� ֶיֶתר ע�
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15 œ ACHAREI / MITZVAH 185: THE YOM KIPPUR SERVICE 

14. That is, in contrast to “Aaron’s ram,” the ram pur-

chased with the funds of the Kohen Gadol, discussed 

at note 13.

15. That is, the he-goat being discussed now, mentioned 

in Leviticus, was an inner chatas, for the avodah with 

its blood was performed inside the Sanctuary (see 

Steps 12, 14, and 15). As the verse explicitly states, it is 

burned outside Jerusalem. In contrast, the he-goat that 

was part of the mussaf of Yom Kippur, mentioned in 

Numbers, was an outer chatas, and was eaten the night 

after Yom Kippur, as mentioned above (at notes 10-11).

16. The Gemara (Yoma 32b) states that all avodos 

performed on Yom Kippur are valid only if performed 

by the Kohen Gadol. [There are, however, a number of 

opinions regarding the particulars of this requirement. 

See Insight.]

Now, ordinarily, throughout the year, the slaughter-

ing (shechitah) of sacrificial animals could be performed 

by a non-Kohen. The Gemara (ibid. 42a) cites a dispute 

regarding whether, on Yom Kippur, it was required 

that the Kohen Gadol perform only those avodos that 

throughout the year must be performed by a Kohen, 

such as sprinkling and applying the blood, or whether 

the requirement that the Kohen Gadol perform the 

avodah on Yom Kippur extends to shechitah as well. 

Rambam (Hil. Pesulei HaMukdashin 1:2) rules that 

NOTES 

he-goats are brought from the community. The Gemara (Yoma 70b) cites a dispute as to whether that 

ram is a separate offering brought in addition to those that Chinuch has already mentioned, or is part 

of the mussaf offering, and is the same ram that is mentioned in Numbers 29:8. Chinuch addresses that 

issue, as well as the purpose of the two additional he-goats:

ָּבא ִמֶּׁשל ִצּבּור ָהָאמּור ְּבָפָרָׁשה זֹו ִיל ה�  ,The ram that was acquired from the community’s coffers — ְוא�
mentioned in this passage (Leviticus 16:5),   ּמּוָסף ל ה� ְּפקּוִדים ִּבְכל� ׁש ה� ִיל ָהָאמּור ְּבֻחּמ�  is the — הּוא ָהא�
very same ram mentioned in the Book of Numbers (29:8) as part of the mussaf offering;   ְוהוא 
ִּנְקָרא ֵאיל ָהָעם  ְועֹוד ְמִביִאין ִמֶּׁשל ִצּבּור ְׁשֵני   that [ram] is called “the ram of the people.”[14] — ה�
 In addition to the aforementioned animals, they would bring two he-goats that were — ְׂשִעיֵרי ִעִּזים
paid for from the community’s coffers;   ָּטאת ְקִריִבין ח�  ,one was brought as a chatas — ֶאָחד ָהיּו מ�
ִּנְׂשָרף  and it is this he-goat that is burned (v. 27), in contrast to the he-goat mentioned in — ְוהּוא ה�

Numbers (ibid.) as part of the mussaf, which is eaten;[15]   ֵּלַח ִּמְׁשּת� ֵׁשִני ָׂשִעיר ה�  and the second of — ְוה�

the two he-goats discussed in Leviticus 16:5 is the he-goat that was sent to the wilderness (Step 17). 

In total, then, there were three he-goats brought on Yom Kippur: One was an inner chatas, the second 

was sent to the wilderness, and the third, that of the mussaf offering, was an outer chatas.

ּצֹום ְּקֵרִבין ְּביֹום ה� ְּבֵהמֹות ה�  It thus emerges that the total of all the animals that were — ִנְמְצאּו ָּכל ה�
offered on the Fast Day, i.e., Yom Kippur,   ֵּלח� ֶׁשהּוא ֵאינֹו ָקֵרב ִּמְׁשּת� ד ָׂשִעיר ה�  excluding the — ִמְּלב�
he-goat that was sent to the wilderness, which was not brought as an offering,   ֲחֵמׁש ֶעְׂשֵרה 

— is fifteen:   ר ּוְׁשֵני ֵאיִלים ְוִׁשְבָעה ְכָבִׂשים  two tamid offerings, plus, as part of the — ְׁשֵני ְתִמיִדין ּופ�

mussaf, a bull, two rams, and seven lambs,   ֻּכָּלן עֹולֹות — totaling twelve, all of which were olos; 
ָּטאת חּוץ ְוֶנֱאָכל ָלֶעֶרב   :two he-goats for chatas offerings — ּוְׁשֵני ְׂשִעיֵרי ח� ֲעֶׂשה ּב�  one (part — ֶאָחד נ�

of the mussaf offering) whose avodah was performed outside of the Sanctuary and whose meat was 

eaten that evening,   ֲעֶׂשה ִּבְפִנים ְוִנְׂשָרף ֵּׁשִני נ�  and the other whose avodah was performed — ְוה�
inside the Sanctuary and whose meat was burned;   ָּטאת ר ֶּבן ָּבָקר ְלח�  and, additionally, a — ְועֹוד ּפ�
young bull as a chatas, whose avodah was performed inside the Sanctuary and whose meat was burned.

Chinuch addresses which of the avodos of Yom Kippur must be performed by the Kohen Gadol:

ד ְּקֵרִבין ְּביֹום ֶזה ֵאיָנּה ֶאָּלא ְּבֹכֵהן ָּגדֹול ִּבְלב� ת ָּכל ֲחֵמׁש ֶעְׂשֵרה ְּבֵהמֹות ֵאּלּו ה�  The avodah of all — ֲעבֹוד�
fifteen of these animals that were offered on this day may be done only by the Kohen Gadol,[16] 

TRANS
 

ל  ִּבְכל� ְּפקּוִדים  ה� ׁש  ְּבֻחּמ� ָהָאמּור  ִיל  ָהא� הּוא  זֹו  ְּבָפָרָׁשה  ָהָאמּור  ִצּבּור  ִמֶּׁשל  ָּבא  ה� ִיל  ְוא�
ִּנְקָרא ֵאיל ָהָעם14. ְועֹוד ְמִביִאין ִמֶּׁשל ִצּבּור ְׁשֵני ְׂשִעיֵרי ִעִּזים, ֶאָחד ָהיּו  ּמּוָסף, ְוהּוא ה� ה�

ֵּלַח.  ִּמְׁשּת� ֵּׁשִני ָׂשִעיר ה� ִּנְׂשָרף15, ְוה� ָּטאת ְוהּוא ה� ְקִריִבין ח� מ�
ֵּלח� ֶׁשהּוא ֵאינֹו ָקֵרב, ֲחֵמׁש  ִּמְׁשּת� ד ָׂשִעיר ה� ּצֹום, ִמְּלב� ְּקֵרִבין ְּביֹום ה� ְּבֵהמֹות ה� ִנְמְצאּו ָּכל ה�
ָּטאת,  ר ּוְׁשֵני ֵאיִלים ְוִׁשְבָעה ְכָבִׂשים, ֻּכָּלן עֹולֹות, ּוְׁשֵני ְׂשִעיֵרי ח� ֶעְׂשֵרה, ְׁשֵני ְתִמיִדין ּופ�
ָּטאת. ר ֶּבן ָּבָקר ְלח� ֲעֶׂשה ִבְפִנים ְוִנְׂשָרף, ְועֹוד ּפ� ֵּׁשִני נ� חּוץ ְוֶנֱאָכל ָלֶעֶרב ְוה� ֲעֶׂשה ּב� ֶאָחד נ�

ד16,  ְּקֵרִבין ְּביֹום ֶזה ֵאיָנּה ֶאָּלא ְּבֹכֵהן ָּגדֹול ִּבְלב� ת ָּכל ֲחֵמׁש ֶעְׂשֵרה ְּבֵהמֹות ֵאּלּו ה� ֲעבֹוד�
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[while initially the offering is to be slaughtered by the 

Kohen Gadol], after the fact, the offering is valid even if 

shechitah was performed by a non-Kohen. This is true 

even for the young bull that the Kohen Gadol brought to 

atone for his own sins. [Others, however, maintain that 

if shechitah was performed by a non-Kohen it is invalid 

by Rabbinic decree; see Tosafos, Yoma 32b ד”ה אם כן.]

17. From the time of Aaron until close to the end of 

the First Temple Era, the Kohen Gadol was installed 

into his high office by being anointed with the shemen 

hamishchah (anointing oil) produced by Moses (see 

Mitzvah 107). Toward the end of the First Temple Era, 

King Josiah, in anticipation of the Destruction of the 

Temple, hid the oil along with the Ark and other arti-

facts (Yoma 52b). From that time onward, the Kohen 

Gadol was installed without having been anointed, 

by merely donning the eight vestments of the Kohen 

Gadol [rather than the four of the regular Kohen (see 

below, note 22)]. Such a Kohen Gadol is known as ְמֻרֶּבה 
ִדים  .one of additional vestments (see Rambam, Hil ,ְּבג�

Klei HaMikdash 4:12-13).

18. Ohr Samei’ach (Hil. Avodas Yom HaKippurim 4:1) 

explains that the Sabbath mussaf brought on Yom Kip-

pur acquires the status and sanctity of a Yom Kippur 

offering as well, and is in fact an integral part of the 

Yom Kippur service itself. Therefore, it must be brought 

by the Kohen Gadol. See also Har HaMoriah (ibid. 1:2).

19. This might also be rendered “daytime,” for, accord-

ing to Rambam, the avodah performed on Yom Kippur 

night did not need to be performed by the Kohen Gadol. 

See Insight.

20. See Mitzvah 98, where Chinuch makes note of a 

dispute among the Rishonim regarding the precise 

definition of ֵּנרֹות ת ה	 ב	 .tending the lamps ,ֲהט�

21. By specifying that the Kohen Gadol shall provide 

atonement for “his household,” the Torah implies that 

he must have a “household,” meaning a wife (Yoma 2a).

22. While performing the avodos particular to Yom 

Kippur, the Kohen Gadol generally wore four white 

garments: Kesones (Tunic), Michnasayim (Breeches), 

Mitznefes (Turban), and Avneit (Sash). However, for all 

of the avodos that took place daily, as well as for the 

Yom Kippur mussaf offerings, he wore the eight gar-

ments (the “golden” garments) that he would normally 

wear throughout the year — see Mitzvah 99 (Rambam, 

Hil. Avodas Yom HaKippurim 2:1; see Ben Yedid there).

Accordingly, as noted in the summary of the Kohen 

Gadol’s avodah, appearing at the beginning of this mitz-

vah, the Kohen Gadol would don the eight garments 

before offering the morning tamid (Step 1); change into 

the white garments before confessing upon his bull and 

doing the avodah in the Holy of Holies (Step 6); change 

into the eight garments before offering the he-goat of 

the mussaf offering (Step 19); change into the white 

garments before removing the incense from the Holy 

of Holies (Step 23); and change into the eight garments 

before offering the afternoon daily incense (Step 24).

23. The Kohen Gadol would immerse in a mikveh 

NOTES 

ִּמְׁשָחה ָּמׁשּוח� ְּבֶׁשֶמן ה�  whether he is a Kohen Gadol who was installed as Kohen Gadol — ֶאָחד ֹּכֵהן ה�

by having been anointed with the anointment oil,   ְמֻרֶּבה ִּבְבָגִדים  or “one of additional — אֹו ה�
vestments,” i.e., he became Kohen Gadol by having donned the extra garments worn by the Kohen 

Gadol.[17]   ָּבת ְקִריב אֹותֹו ֶאָּלא   ,If [Yom Kippur] fell on the Sabbath — ְוִאם ָהָיה ׁש� ף מּוָסף ֵאין מ�  א�
 ְוֵכן   even the mussaf of the Sabbath was brought exclusively by the Kohen Gadol.[18] — ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול
ְּקטֶֹרת ֶׁשל ָּכל יֹום   ,The other services of the day,[19] too — ְׁשָאר ָהֲעבֹודֹות ֶׁשל יֹום  such as —ְּכגֹון ה�
the daily incense (Steps 2 and 24),   ֵּנרֹות ת ה� ֲהָטב�  and the tending of the Menorah lamps (Steps — ו�

3 and 25),[20]   ֹּכל ְּבֹכֵהן ָּגדֹול ָנׂשּוי  .must all be performed by a Kohen Gadol who is married — ה�
ר  The requirement that the Kohen Gadol be married is because it is stated (Leviticus — ֶׁשֶּנֱאמ�

ד ֵּביתֹו”  ,(16:11 ֲעדֹו ּוְבע� -And he shall provide atonement for himself and for his house — ”ְוִכֶּפר ּב�
hold;   זֹו ִאְׁשּתֹו — this term, his household, the Sages explain, refers to his wife.[21]

ָהֲעבֹודֹות ָּכל   ,All the other services performed in the Beis HaMikdash on Yom Kippur — ְוֶיֶתר 

ְּבָגִדים ִמִּבְגֵדי ָלָבן ְלִבְגֵדי ָזָהב ּוִמִּבְגֵדי ָזָהב ְלִבְגֵדי ָלָבן ת ה� ֲחִליפ�  and the procedure of the Kohen Gadol — ו�

changing his garments from the white priestly garments, which were exclusively worn on Yom 

Kippur, to the golden garments, which the Kohen Gadol wore year-round, and changing from the 
golden garments to the white garments,[22]   ְוָחֵמׁש ְטִבילֹות ֶׁשָהָיה טֹוֵבל ְּביֹום ֶזה — and the five 
immersions that he would immerse on this day,[23]  ְגָליו ֵּדׁש ָיָדיו ְור�  and the — ְוֶעֶׂשר ְּפָעִמים ֶׁשְּמק�

TRANS
 

ף מּוָסף ֵאין  ָּבת, א� ְמֻרֶּבה ִּבְבָגִדים17. ְוִאם ָהָיה ׁש� ִּמְׁשָחה אֹו ה� ָּמׁשּוח� ְּבֶׁשֶמן ה� ֶאָחד ֹּכֵהן ה�
ת  ֲהָטב� ְּקטֶֹרת ֶׁשל ָּכל יֹום ו� ְקִריב אֹותֹו ֶאָּלא ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול18, ְוֵכן ְׁשָאר ָהֲעבֹודֹות ֶׁשל יֹום19 ְּכגֹון ה� מ�
ד ֵּביתֹו, זֹו ִאְׁשּתֹו21. ֲעדֹו ּוְבע� ר (שם, שם י”א) ְוִכֶּפר ּב� ֹּכל ְּבֹכֵהן ָּגדֹול ָנׂשּוי, ֶׁשֶּנֱאמ� ֵּנרֹות20. ה� ה�

ְלִבְגֵדי  ָזָהב  ּוִמִּבְגֵדי  ָזָהב  ְלִבְגֵדי  ָלָבן  ִמִּבְגֵדי  ְּבָגִדים  ה� ת  ֲחִליפ� ו� ָהֲעבֹודֹות,  ָּכל  ְוֶיֶתר 
ְגָליו24,  ְור� ָיָדיו  ֵּדׁש  ֶׁשְּמק� ְּפָעִמים  ְוֶעֶׂשר  ֶזה23,  ְּביֹום  טֹוֵבל  ֶׁשָהָיה  ְטִבילֹות  ְוָחֵמׁש  ָלָבן22, 
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17 œ ACHAREI / MITZVAH 185: THE YOM KIPPUR SERVICE 

immediately before each time he changed into either 

the eight garments or the white garments (Rambam 

ibid. 2:2). This was done five times throughout the day, 

as described in the previous note.

24. The Kohen Gadol would wash his hands and feet 

before and after taking off either the white or golden 

garments. This was done a total of ten times through-

out the day.

25. The Mishnah (Yoma 2a) teaches that each year, 

seven days before Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol would 

leave his home and stay in his designated quarters, 

located on the north side of the Temple Courtyard, until 

after Yom Kippur. He was separated from his wife dur-

ing this period, so as to avoid any risk of his becoming 

tamei (ritually impure) by way of his wife becoming a 

niddah during cohabitation (Rambam, Hil. Avodas Yom 

HaKippurim 1:3). If he were to become tamei in this 

manner within seven days of Yom Kippur, he would not 

be able to perform the Yom Kippur avodah, since he 

would need seven days to purify himself (see Leviticus 

15:24). During these seven days, he was sprinkled with 

ash of the parah adumah (Red Cow; see Mitzvah 397), 

to purify him from tumah that he might have contracted 

due to contact with a corpse, and he would perform the 

daily avodah of the tamid, incense, and the Menorah, 

so that he should be accustomed to their performance 

on Yom Kippur (Rambam ibid. 1:4-5).

26. For example, ordinarily, the Kohen Gadol would 

wash his hands and feet from the Kiyor (the Laver). 

On Yom Kippur he would wash from a golden vessel. 

Also, ordinarily the Kohanim would ascend to the 

Altar by walking on the eastern edge of the ramp, and 

would descend on its western edge. On Yom Kippur, the 

Kohanim would ascend and descend the Altar in front 

of the Kohen Gadol, walking in the center of the ramp, 

in order to honor the Kohen Gadol (Rambam, Hil. Avo-

das Yom HaKippurim 2:5).

27. The Kohen Gadol would confess three times on Yom 

Kippur. First, he would confess his own sins and the 

sins of his household while leaning with all his might 

on the young bull (Step 6). Then, he would confess his 

sins, the sins of his household, and those of all the 

Kohanim while leaning on the same bull (Step 8). 

Finally, he would confess the sins of all the Jewish 

people while leaning on the he-goat that was sent to 

the wilderness (Step 16). In each of these confessions, 

the Kohen Gadol would utter the Ineffable Name of 

Hashem, and the congregation would prostrate them-

selves, saying, ֶעד ם ו� ְלכּותֹו ְלעֹול� רּוְך ֵׁשם ְּכבֹוד מ	  Blessed be ,ּב�

the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and all 

eternity (Rambam ibid. 2:3).

28. These laws are codified by Rambam in Hil. Avodas 

Yom HaKippurim.

29. In a departure from his usual practice, Chinuch 

neglects to write that the mitzvah is incumbent upon 

the Kohen Gadol, and that a Kohen Gadol who does not 

properly perform the Yom Kippur avodah has trans-

gressed a mitzvah-obligation. It would seem, though, 

that while direct responsibility for this mitzvah lies 

with the Kohen Gadol, the mitzvah is actually a com-

munal obligation, meaning that the community is ob-

ligated to appoint a Kohen Gadol who is fit to perform 

the avodah and also to make sure that he actually per-

forms it (see Mishnah, Yoma 18b; see also Rambam’s 

language in Sefer HaMitzvos, Asei 49). See the end of 

Mitzvos 299 and 401, where Chinuch makes a similar 

point regarding the related mitzvos of bringing mussaf 

and tamid offerings.

NOTES 

ten times that he would sanctify his hands and feet,[24]   ְפִריִׁשין אֹותֹו קֶֹדם ְליֹום ְפָרָׁשה ֶׁשּמ� ה� ן ה�  ְוִעְני�
ָיִמים ִׁשְבָעה  ּצֹום   and the matter of the separation, i.e., that he was separated seven days — ה�
before the Fast Day,[25]   ָּכבֹוד ֶׁשָהיּו נֹוֲהִגין ּבֹו ִּוּדּוִיין   and the honor he was accorded,[26] — ְוה�  ְוה�
 and all the rest of — ְוָכל ְׁשָאר ִּדיֵני יֹום ֶזה   and the confessions he would utter,[27] — ֶׁשָהָיה אֹוֵמר
the laws of this day,   ל ֶזה ְּבנּוָיה ע� ֶּסְכָּתא ה� ֹּכל ְּבמ�  can all be found in the tractate dedicated to — ה�
this topic,   ֶּסֶכת יֹוָמא which is Tractate Yoma.[28] — ְוִהיא מ�

 Applicability of the Mitzvah 
ִית ּב� ן ה�  This entire mitzvah applies during the times of the Temple.[29] — ְונֹוֶהֶגת ָּכל ִמְצָוה זֹו ִּבְזמ�
ֲעוֹונֹוֵתינּו ֶׁשֵאין ָלנּו לֹא ִמְקָּדׁש ְולֹא ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול ְולֹא ִּבְגֵדי ְׂשָרד ְולֹא ָקְרָּבנֹות ְכָׁשו ּב�  ,Nowadays, when — ְוע�
due to our sins, we have no Holy Temple, no Kohen Gadol, no service garments for use during 

the avodah, and no offerings,   ֲחנּוִנים ֲעבֹד ְּביֹום ֶזה ִּבְתִפּלֹות ּוְבת�  all the Jewish — ָנֲהגּו ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ל�

TRANS
 

ָּכבֹוד ֶׁשָהיּו נֹוֲהִגין ּבֹו26,  ּצֹום ִׁשְבָעה ָיִמים25, ְוה� ְפִריִׁשין אֹותֹו קֶֹדם ְליֹום ה� ְפָרָׁשה ֶׁשּמ� ה� ן ה� ְוִעְני�
ֶּסֶכת  ל ֶזה ְוִהיא מ� ְּבנּוָיה ע� ֶּסְכָּתא ה� ֹּכל ְּבמ� ִּוּדּוִיין ֶׁשָהָיה אֹוֵמר27, ְוָכל ְׁשָאר ִּדיֵני יֹום ֶזה, ה� ְוה�

יֹוָמא28. 
ֹּכֵהן  ְולֹא  ִמְקָּדׁש  ָלנּו לֹא  ֶׁשֵאין  ֲעוֹונֹוֵתינּו  ְכָׁשו ּב� ְוע� ִית29.  ּב� ן ה� ִּבְזמ� זֹו  ִמְצָוה  ָּכל  ְונֹוֶהֶגת 
ֲחנּוִנים,  ֲעבֹד ְּביֹום ֶזה ִּבְתִפּלֹות ּוְבת� ָּגדֹול ְולֹא ִּבְגֵדי ְׂשָרד ְולֹא ָקְרָּבנֹות, ָנֲהגּו ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ל�

Reproduced from the Schottenstein Edition Sefer HaChinuch
with permission of the copyright holder ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications Ltd



œ 18 אחרי / מצוה קפה: מצות עבודת יום הכפורים

30. That is, in lieu of the offerings that we cannot 

bring, we serve Hashem with our lips, in prayer and 

supplication. A central component of the Yom Kippur 

prayer service is the Seder HaAvodah (Order of the 

Service), which is incorporated into the chazzan’s 

repetition of the Mussaf prayer, in which the Yom Kip-

pur service in the Beis HaMikdash is described. See 

Insight.

NOTES 

people have the custom of serving Hashem on this day in prayer and supplication,   ּוְכמֹו 
ְׂשָפֵתינּו“   ,as it is written (Hosea 14:3) — ֶׁשָּכתּוב ָפִרים  ְּלָמה   And we will compensate for — ”ּוְנׁש�
bulls with our lips.[30]

TRANS
 

ְּלָמה ָפִרים ְׂשָפֵתינּו30. ּוְכמֹו ֶׁשָּכתּוב (הושע י”ד, ג’) ּוְנׁש�

  f Insight: The Yom Kippur Avodah as Reflected in the Machzor
Chinuch states (at notes 19-20) that the Kohen Gadol was required to perform all the services of 

the day on Yom Kippur, including those not related to the special Yom Kippur avodah. However, 
there are Rishonim who maintain that some of these services could be done by a regular Kohen. 
Their view centers on two basic arguments:
(1) In the second chapter of Tractate Yoma, the Mishnah describes at length the four lots that were 

cast daily in the Beis HaMikdash to determine which Kohanim would perform the various 
avodos. If the Kohen Gadol had to perform every single avodah on Yom Kippur, these lots 
obviously were not cast on that day. Why, then, does the Mishnah discuss them in Yoma, which 
is the tractate dedicated to the Yom Kippur avodah?

(2) During the chazzan’s repetition of the Mussaf prayer on Yom Kippur, all congregations recite the 
Seder HaAvodah — a lengthy piyut (liturgical poem) that describes the Yom Kippur service in de-
tail. Many versions of this piyut mention the four lots that were cast daily in the Beis HaMikdash. 
Why should we refer to these lots in our Yom Kippur prayers if they were not performed on that 
day when the Beis HaMikdash stood?

Despite these arguments, Baal HaMaor (Yoma fol. 1a) maintains that the Kohen Gadol indeed had 
to perform all the avodos on Yom Kippur, and the lots are not relevant to Yom Kippur at all. He 
explains that they are mentioned in Tractate Yoma only as an aside. Being that the Mishnah discusses 
the order of the Yom Kippur service, it tangentially mentions even details of the daily service that 
were not performed Yom Kippur. As for the fact that the lots are mentioned in many versions of 
the Seder HaAvodah, Baal HaMaor asserts that it is due to an error by those who composed 
these piyutim. In their poetic renditions of the avodah, the composers followed the order of the 
Mishnah in Yoma and, not realizing that the lots are mentioned in the Mishnah only as an aside, they 
incorporated them into their piyutim.

Ramban (Milchamos Hashem ad loc.) emphatically rejects this approach. He notes that several 
of these piyutim were composed in Talmudic times by the greatest scholars of their era. Moreover, 
they were recited on Yom Kippur by generations of Geonim and early Rishonim. Is it logical to say 
that all these giants made the same egregious error, and it remained undiscovered until Baal HaMaor 
revealed it? Also, Ramban notes, the entire second chapter of Tractate Yoma deals with the subject of 
the lots. Is it reasonable to suggest that an entire chapter of the tractate dedicated to the Yom Kippur 
avodah should have no relevance to the actual avodah of that day — without any hint to the anomaly 
provided in the chapter?

Ramban therefore notes that, although the lots did not have the same relevance on Yom Kippur 
as on every other day, certain aspects of the lots were pertinent even on Yom Kippur, and that is why 
they are discussed in Tractate Yoma. Now, the Mishnah teaches that the four daily lots were needed 
to determine which Kohanim would win the right to perform the following services:
(1) Terumas HaDeshen — removing ash from the top of the Altar before the commencement of the 

daily offerings (see Mitzvah 131).
(2) Various aspects of the tamid service, from the slaughter until the bringing of its limbs to the Altar 

ramp, and several related activities (see Mishnah, Yoma 25a).
(3) The daily incense offering (ketores), brought on the Inner Altar (see Mitzvah 103).
(4) Bringing the limbs of the tamid from the ramp up to the top of the Altar for burning.
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19 œ ACHAREI / MITZVAH 185: THE YOM KIPPUR SERVICE 

Ramban points out that the first lot was necessary even on Yom Kippur because the removal of 
ash from the Altar was done before daybreak; since it was a nighttime service and not part of the 
Yom Kippur day service, it could be performed by any Kohen. True, the Kohen Gadol was allowed to 
perform it, but to avoid unnecessarily taxing him on a day on which he had to do a long and arduous 
avodah while fasting, they would choose another Kohen by lottery.

The second lot was also necessary. The Mishnah (Yoma 25a) teaches that on each day this lot 
determined not only which Kohanim would perform the various parts of the tamid service, but also 
which ones would perform several tasks that were done in the midst of that service. These included 
removing the ash of the previous day’s incense from the Inner Altar, and cleaning out the residue of 
the previous night’s kindling from the Menorah lamps. Although the Kohen Gadol had to perform 
the entire tamid service by himself, he did not have to perform the tasks of cleaning the Inner Altar 
and the Menorah, since those were not actual avodos, but mere preparatory acts. Thus, on Yom 
Kippur this lot was cast to determine which Kohanim would carry out those two assignments.

The third lot also served a purpose. Ordinarily, Ramban explains, this lot determined not only 
which Kohen would actually burn the daily ketores on the Inner Altar, but also who would assist him 
in this service by bringing coals from the Outer Altar and placing them on the Inner Altar in order 
to enable the burning (cf. Rambam, Hil. Temidin U’Mussafin 4:5). On Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol 
burned the ketores, but a lot was cast to determine which Kohen brought in the coals. [This should 
not be confused with the special burning of ketores in the Holy of Holies, which took place only on 
Yom Kippur. For that service, the Kohen Gadol himself would bring in the coals, since no one else 
was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies.]

As for the fourth lot, there were sometimes sacrificial parts that were left on the Altar ramp 
overnight and had to be brought to the top of the Altar for burning the next day; the lot determined 
who did this service — in addition to determining who brought up the limbs of the tamid. In the 
event that leftover limbs from the eve of Yom Kippur were burned on Yom Kippur (see Ramban for 
details of when this might occur), that burning was not considered a Yom Kippur service, and the 
fourth lottery determined which Kohen would perform it.

Since all four lots were actually cast on Yom Kippur, when the Mishnah mentions them it describes 
them fully and includes the details of what these lots would determine all year round.

Having explained why the Mishnah in Tractate Yoma discusses the four lots, Ramban addresses the 
matter of their inclusion in the piyutim of Seder HaAvodah. Ramban points out that a careful reading 
of these piyutim reveals that they mention only those aspects of the four lots that were relevant on 
Yom Kippur! That is, in the context of each lot, the piyutim discuss the specific tasks that actually 
were performed by ordinary Kohanim even on Yom Kippur.

Ramban’s insight is evident in the Nusach Ashkenaz version of the Seder HaAvodah (ּכַֹח ִּמיץ   (א�
which, when discussing the second lot, specifies that it was done to determine who would “clear the 
ash from the Inner Altar and the Menorah” (and not who would slaughter the tamid, etc.). Clearly, 
the composer of this piyut intended to convey that on Yom Kippur, when the Kohen Gadol had to 
do the entire tamid service, the lot was relied upon to decide who would do the tasks that were not 
incumbent upon the Kohen Gadol. [The passages of this piyut that mention the other lots can be 
interpreted in like fashion.]

It is noteworthy, though, that the Nusach Sefard version of the Seder HaAvodah (ְנָּת ה ּכֹונ� ּת!  does (א�
not mention the lots at all. This is consistent with the opinion of Baal HaMaor that lots were not cast 
on Yom Kippur.

For other views regarding the subject of which avodos could be done by ordinary Kohanim on 
Yom Kippur, see Rambam, Hil. Avodas Yom HaKippurim 4:1 (elaborated by Ramban ibid.), and Ritva, 
Yoma 12b. See also Tos. Yom Tov, Yoma 2:2, and Mayim Chaim to Rambam ibid. (printed in Sefer 
HaLikkutim in Frankel ed.).
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