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Parashah

FOCUSING INWARD

Rav Wolbe on Chumash from Rav Shlomo Wolbe,
written by Rabbi Yitzchok Caplan

.ֹלקיָך
ֶ ִכּי ַעם ָקדוֹשׁ ַא ָתּה ַלה' ֱא
For you are a holy nation unto Hashem (14:21).
The Sifri gives an interesting interpreta- abstain from wine” (Sotah
tion of these words: “Make yourself holy with 2b). The Torah is telling us
regard to things that you permit. Even if you that instead of denouncing
are of the opinion that a specific thing is per- the perpetrator and the terrible transgression
mitted, when you find yourself
committed, one should direct
in the company of those who
his focus inward and concenforbid it, you should not permit
trate on ensuring that he himit in their presence.”
self never commits such a sin.
If we had to describe what is
This is the criticism that
wrong with permitting someChazal (Bamidbar Rabbah 16:5)
thing in the presence of those
level against the meraglim, the
who forbid it, we would probaspies. Although they had seen
bly explain that such behavior
what happened to Miriam when
is improper because one is disshe spoke derogatorily about
regarding the feelings of those
Moshe Rabbeinu, they failed to
Rav Shlomo Wolbe
who act stringently. Moreover,
apply the lesson to themselves.
in his younger years.
his actions might even cause
“When one finds himself in
them to abandon their strinthe company of those who
IF WE SEE
gency.
are more scrupulous, this
However, it is clear from SOMETHING, IT
should arouse in him a dethe Sifri — which states, MEANS THAT
sire to emulate them.”
“Make yourself holy” — that
The Baal Shem Tov would
WE
ARE
MEANT
the focus of this teaching is
say that everything we see
not on the others who act TO GLEAN A
is to be taken as a message
stringently; rather, it is on
from Hashem as to how we
LESSON
FROM
IT.
the person himself. The Sifri
ourselves appear. If we see
is revealing to us that kedusomething, it means that we
shah involves applying to oneself that which are meant to glean a lesson from it. Instead
one perceives around him. When one finds of getting annoyed at the fellow who douhimself in the company of those who are more ble-parked his car, we should think of the
scrupulous, this should arouse in him a desire many instances when we are guilty of similar
to emulate them, at least for the duration of behavior (even if not to the same degree of inthe time he spends in their presence.
solence). This not only helps to improve one’s
In a similar vein, Chazal tell us, “One who character, it also yields numerous benefits in
sees a sotah in her state of degradation should one’s relationships.
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Kibbud Av
V’eim

NEW!

“GRAB IT!”

Reb Yaakov was not sure what
to do.
Originally from England,
Reb Yaakov had been living in
Yerushalayim for many years,
where he was a very close talmid of
Rav Dovid Soloveitchik, rosh yeshivah of Brisk. Rav Dovid was one of
the greatest tzaddikim of the generation. Even strangers would ask him for
berachos. Wherever he
went, people would
come over to shake his
hand and speak to him.
He was a very kind,
caring person and he
took people’s suffering
very much to heart.
Rav Dovid lived to
age 98. As he got older,
it became necessary for
him to have a “gabbai,”
someone who would drive him
where he needed to go and be at
his side to help him with whatever he needed. His talmid, Reb Yaakov, became his gabbai. Rav Dovid
loved Reb Yaakov and trusted him.
He knew that he could rely on him
to do whatever needed to be done,
and that if something needed to
be kept a secret, he would keep it
a secret.
And then the phone call came
from England.
“Yaakov, as you know, at their
age, Tatty and Mommy can no longer take care of themselves. They

My Parents and Me by Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

need someone to be with them all
the time to help them with whatever they need. Do you think that
you could come to England for Pesach to take care of them?”
Reb Yaakov was eager and
ready to come to help his parents
— but one thought troubled him.
Who will take care of Rav Dovid

wants him to
do in that situation.
This is what
Rav
Dovid
told him.
As you know, during World War
II, my mother was killed, along with
some of my siblings. From the day my
mother died, I took upon
myself to take care of my
father. Until I got married, I slept in the same
room as him. I never
went to sleep before he
went to sleep, and I always made sure to be
up very early so that I
would be up when my
father got up. There
were many nights when
my father would learn
Rav Dovid Soloveitchik
until two or three o’clock
while I’m away? He relies on me for in the morning. I was very tired, but
so many things. And Yom Tov is such I would not go to sleep as long as my
a busy time. So many people come to father was still up. Of course, after I
visit him and ask for berachos. How got married, I lived with my wife in
can I leave him at such a time?
another apartment. I could no longer
But my parents need me. How can be with my father all the time as beI not help them?
fore. But I still made sure to visit him
Reb Yaakov decided to ask Rav two or three times a day. Perhaps this
Dovid what to do. He knew that is why Hashem has granted me a very
when Rav Dovid would hear the long life. And now you have the opporquestion, he would not think to tunity to go to England for Yom Tov
himself, “But how can I tell Reb and take care of your parents — and
Yaakov to go — I need him!” A tzad- you’re asking me whether or not you
dik does not think about himself should go? You have such an opporwhen he answers such a question. tunity for kibbud av va’eim and you
He tells the person what Hashem want to know what to do? Grab it!

YOU HAVE
SUCH AN
OPPORTUNITY
AND YOU
WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
TO DO?
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THE TICKET OR THE PLANE?

NEW!

A Daily Dose of Bitachon by Rabbi David Sutton

People constantly struggle to find the balance be- gage and find the little laminated
tween the mitzvos of bitachon and hishtadlus — the card that would gain them passage.
effort they are required to put forth. We have trouble
It was a tense fifteen minutes until
understanding how the efforts we undertake do not they calmed down and methodically
really cause the outcome, whether the issue is money unpacked the carry-on, where they
or healing or anything else. We must be aware that the at last found what they needed. They
result is not our doing, but rather G-d’s decree. How could go to the gate.
do these seemingly opposing forces work
Like the vaccination card, sometimes
together?
hishtadlus seems frustrating and unnecesChacham Ben Tzion Abba Shaul, in his
sary. However, for whatever reason, this
sefer Ohr L’Tzion Chochmah U’Mussar, exis what Hashem requires of us, and when
plains with an elegantly simple, on-point
we calm down and dig a little deeper, we
mashal:
achieve whatever it was He wanted us to
A person wants to reach a certain destinaachieve. But after all that, we still have to
tion and needs to fly to get there. To be able
realize that it’s the plane, not the ticket, not
to board the plane, he must first buy a ticket.
the passport, not the Covid test result, that
Only then can he board. However, he knows
gets us where we need to go.
very well that the ticket is not what brings him
With this mashal, Chacham Ben Tzion
Chacham Ben Tzion
Abba Shaul
to his destination; rather, it is the plane. The
also explains why there are great tzaddikticket does nothing at all to fuel or guide the
im who receive their parnassah without
plane. It is only a requirement for the pashishtadlus.
THINK
OF
senger to embark. The airline has its rules,
There are extreme examples of this,
and we must follow them if we want a seat ALL THE
such as Rav Chaninah ben Dosa and
on the flight.
Rav Shimon bar Yochai, to whom HashGOOD
Likewise, says Chacham Ben Tzion,
em provided special ways of obtaining
G-d’s “airline” has its rules and regula- HASHEM HAS
sustenance. Even today, some of our
tions, which state that we must do our GIVEN YOU.
gedolim seem to be sustained magically,
hishtadlus if we want to board the plane
directly by Hashem’s hand.
and get where He intends for us to go in
Continuing with the airline mashal,
life. Once we board, however, our hishtadlus has done those who need not “pay” hishtadlus are those who work
its job. It has no effect on the flight.
for the airline. Imagine if someone were to ask the piSometimes, a person keeps adding to his hishtadlus, lot, “How do you get from New York to Florida without
but he doesn’t see results until he puts in one final bit a ticket? It’s impossible to fly without a ticket!” He would
of effort. Why is it so hard for him to get on the plane? answer that it is not at all impossible. The ticket doesn’t
Why the delay?
get him there, the plane does. He doesn’t need a tickA couple was checking in to fly from Tel Aviv back to their et because he is among those who operate the airline.
home in New Jersey. They had gathered all the Covid test Likewise, the tzaddik helps Hashem run His creation. He
results and papers they needed to fly, but the clerk wanted is inseparable from Hashem and His Torah. Therefore,
to see proof of Covid vaccinations. Unaware that this would he can board free of charge, whereas ordinary people
be necessary for their homeward flight, the man had stashed need to buy a ticket, and some tickets cost more than
the document haphazardly in his luggage. He wasn’t sure others. In all cases, it’s the plane — G-d’s decree — that
where it was. Since he had been required to show it to enter transports them.
Israel, he tried to reason with the clerk that there could be no
When you find yourself worn out or resentful of
doubt that he had it. “Rules are rules,” she replied.
the work you must do to earn your living, think of all
Instead of passing through to the departure gate, the good Hashem has given you and realize that this
the couple went off to the side to dig through their lug- hishtadlus opened the door to all of it for you.
To have your shul or school receive copies of this newsletter every week for free, please send the name and address info to: newsletter@artscroll.com.
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Parashah for Children
פרשת ראה
Hashem’s Chosen Place

W

hat’s our holiest city? Yerushalayim.
What’s our holiest place? The Beis HaMikdash.
Where are these holy places mentioned in the Torah? Nowhere!
Where are they hinted at? In this parashah.
Moshe tells the Jews about a place that Hashem will choose. In that
place the Jews and their families will come together with great joy.
There — and only there — will they bring all their korbanos to
Hashem.
Where is this place that Hashem
will choose?
When Moshe gave the mitzvah,
no one knew. It was a secret. The location Hashem chose was
revealed to David HaMelech through Gad HaNavi (the prophet.)
That was the place where the Beis HaMikdash was built.
Today, we still know Hashem’s chosen place. It is Har HaMoriah,
in Yerushalayim.
This is where Akeidas Yitzchak happened. It’s where Yaakov
had his dream of angels going up and down a ladder.
On that holy mountain, Shlomo HaMelech built the Beis
HaMikdash.
Until today, Jews gather as close as they can get to the place of
the Beis HaMikdash — the Kosel HaMaaravi, the Western Wall,
where Hashem’s Shechinah still rests.

WIN A $36L
ARTSCROL !
GIFT CARD

THE WEEKLY QUESTION
Question for Parashas Re’eh:

For how many years was Torah Shebaal Peh passed down orally
from father to son, rebbi to talmid, and teacher to student?

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

The winner of the Parashas Devarim question is: BATSHEVA HACHUEL, Lakewood, NJ
The question was: Where in the midbar did the Jews camp for 19 years?
The answer is: Kadesh Barnea
© ARTSCROLL MESORAH PUBLICATIONS • 1-800-MESORAH • WWW.ARTSCROLL.COM

4

To download At the ArtScroll Shabbos Table, visit www.artscroll.com/shabbosnewsletter
Monthly and weekly dedication opportunities available. To sponsor, contact newsletter@artscroll.com

