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PROPER SPEECH
Rav Chaim Kanievsky on Chumash  compiled by Rabbi Shai Graucher

זֹאת ִּתְהֶיה ּתֹוַרת ַהְּמצָֹרע.
This shall be the law of the metzora (14:2).

Chazal in many places indicate that the primary 
cause of tzaraas is lashon hara. Below are a number 
of questions presented to Rav Chaim Kanievsky 
zt”l regarding lashon hara and his responses:

Q: A yeshivah has a strict rule forbidding its 
students to have cell phones. The administration 
is aware that there are a few bachurim who are 
violating this rule and wishes to force one bachur 
to reveal the names of those who have cell phones 
in order that they may be expelled. Is this a proper 
course of action?

A: Those flouting the rule by 
possessing cell phones in this ye-
shivah are definitely behaving in-
correctly. However, this bachur has 
done nothing wrong by knowing 
who is breaking the rules, and 
he should not be forced to reveal 
their names, nor is he obligated to 
reveal them.

“When my daughter was in the 
seminary of Rav Wolf,” Rav Chaim continued, “he 
had a strict rule that students may not copy one an-
other’s notes in preparation for a test. Despite this, one 
girl asked my daughter to lend her her notes so that 
she could copy them, and my daughter agreed. The 
girl who had copied my daughter’s notes was caught, 
and Rav Wolf was very upset. I sent him a note say-
ing that, in my opinion, although the girl copying was 
wrong for breaking the school rule, nevertheless, it 
was not my daughter’s responsibility to deny her the 
ability to break this rule. In fact, once she had asked 
my daughter if she could borrow her notes, I believe 
that she had a mitzvah of chessed to allow it! Never-
theless, I concluded the note, that as the principal, he 
had to rebuke my daughter as he saw fit in order to 

maintain the proper authority 
over the students.”

Q: The Chovos Halevavos 
(Shaar Hakeni’ah, Ch. 7) fa-
mously writes that when one speaks lashon hara 
about his fellow, his merits pass to the one about 
whom he spoke, and that person’s sins accrue to 
his account. Is there a source in Chazal for this 
statement?

A: We do not have the source, but he certain-
ly had a source that is not available 
to us, since he could not have in-
vented such a thing on his own.

Q: There is a ban from the early 
authorities against anyone who false-
ly slanders the dead. Does this apply 
to true lashon hara as well, or to re-
vealing secrets that they would not 
have wanted to be known?

A: These things are forbidden, 
but not included in the ban.

Q: It is said that when a certain person in Vilna 
passed away, Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski comment-
ed that one can take the opportunity to speak lashon 
hara about him before he is buried, since the language 
of the ban indicates “those who dwell in the dust,” i.e., 
people who are already buried. Doesn’t this seem to 
indicate that, absent the ban, there is no prohibition?

A: If the story is true, the person was likely 
one about whom it is permitted to speak lashon 
hara while he was alive. Nevertheless, the ban 
would preclude such speech; Rav Chaim Ozer 
was saying that the ban does not take effect 
until after the burial, leaving only the standard 
prohibition, which, in his case, was not relevant.

Rav Chaim proved that there 

Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l



2 To have your shul or school receive copies of this newsletter every week for free, please send the name and address info to: newsletter@artscroll.com.

Pesach

SHABBOS SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Yevamos 
33

Yevamos 
34

Yevamos 
35

Yevamos 
36

Yevamos 
37

Yevamos 
38

Yevamos 
39

APRIL / ניסן
THIS WEEK’S DAF YOMI SCHEDULE:

SHABBOS SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Kilayim 
4:5-6

Kilayim 
4:7-8

Kilayim 
4:9-5:1

Kilayim 
5:2-3

Kilayim 
5:4-5

Kilayim 
5:6-7

Kilayim 
5:8-6:1

APRIL  / ניסן
THIS WEEK’S MISHNAH YOMI SCHEDULE:

Kiddush Hashem

THIS YID 
MADE A 
KIDDUSH 
HASHEM!

9 10 11 12 13 14 ח15 ט י יא יב יג יד

Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l

THEY WILLINGLY 
ACCEPTED 
HIS RULING, 
EVEN THOUGH 
THEY DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND IT.

THE SOURCE
The Haggadah of the Gerrer 

Dynasty by Yisroel Besser

The Avnei Nezer, the 
Rebbe of Sochatchov, was 
traveling to a bris to serve 
as sandek. The chassidim were surprised, be-
cause the Rebbe’s every moment was sacred, 
and he wouldn’t generally travel elsewhere 
for a bris. 

They checked who the baalei simchah were, 
and were surprised to learn that the new par-
ents were relatively simple, quiet people. 

One of the older chassidim asked the Reb-
be directly why he was joining this particular 
simchah, and the Avnei Nezer explained his 
reasoning. 

The new father, 
a tailor from a near-
by village, had come 
to ask the Rebbe to 
participate a few days 
earlier, sharing his 
story. 

“Rebbe,” he said, 
“my wife and I have been married for fifteen 
years without children, but now the Ribbono 
Shel Olam helped us and my wife gave birth 
to our bechor. Would the Rebbe come serve as 
sandek at the bris?” 

“Do you hear?” the Avnei Nezer asked. “To-
day, everyone who gets helped tells you where 
they got helped — this one in Ger, the other in 
Radzimin and the third in Alexander...but this 
Yid made a kiddush Hashem, telling me that the 
One Who helped him was Hashem Yisbarach! 
I haven’t heard that in a while, and out of ap-
preciation, I am joining his simchah.” 

NEW!

EMUNAS CHACHAMIM
Rav Chaim Kanievsky Haggadah compiled  

by Rabbi Avraham Yeshayahu Shteinman

Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l was fond of 
retelling the following thought: 

The Gemara (Pesachim 42a) relates a 
story: Rav Masna taught in the town of Pappunia, “One 
may bake matzos only with mayim shelanu” (in this con-
text it means “water that sat overnight,” but it can also 
mean “our water”). The people of the town thought that 
he meant “our water,” and the next day, they all brought 
their buckets and said, “Give us your water.” He told 
them, “I meant ‘water that sat overnight.’” 

For what purpose does the Gemara tell this story — 
simply to show the ignorance of the people of Pappunia? 

Rav Yisrael Salanter explained that this story demon-
strates the emunas chachamim - faith in the sages - that was 
shown by the people of Pappunia. They assumed that Rav 

Masna meant that only his water was suitable for bak-
ing matzos. Even though this meant that they had always 
baked matzos incorrectly, they did not argue at all. They 
willingly accepted Rav Masna’s ruling and its implications, 
even though they did not understand it. 

Rav Chaim added that when a person asks a tzaddik 
for a blessing, it is the merit of the emunas chachamim, 
the faith in the tzaddik that is shown by asking for a 
blessing, that plays a large role in the effectiveness of 
the blessing. The more trust a person shows in Torah 
leaders, the more effective their blessings (Minchas 
Todah). 

9 10 11 12 13 14 ח15 ט י יא יב יג יד



3

PROPER SPEECH  
continued from  page 1

To have your shul or school receive copies of this newsletter every week for free, please send the name and address info to: newsletter@artscroll.com.

Pesach

is a prohibition against speaking ill of the dead from the 
fact that the meraglim, the spies Moshe sent to inspect 
Eretz Yisrael, are censured by Chazal for having spoken 
ill of “sticks and stones” (Arachin 15a). A dead person is 
certainly not less important than inanimate objects.

Q: Is it permitted to tell a lie in order to avoid speaking 
lashon hara?

A: Yes. In general, the Torah prohibition against ly-
ing is only against deceiving another, causing him pain 
or damage. Simply saying an untrue statement is not 
Biblically prohibited, and is therefore allowed where 

there is a need to do so. (See Rav Chaim’s work on Ma-
seches Kusim, Metaher 30, where he elaborates on the 
parameters of the prohibition against lying.)

Q: Someone suggested a shidduch that ended up being 
turned down. The father of the young woman felt very hurt at 
the rejection, but the shadchan happened to know that the rea-
son it didn’t work out was because of health problems the young 
man was suffering. Is he permitted to reveal this to the father of 
the young woman, in confidence, in order to allay his pain?

A: If he is certain that the father will not repeat this 
information to others, it seems that revealing it to him 
will not harm the young man in any way, so it is likely 
permitted. 

NEW!
ARE WE REALLY FREE?

Rav Druck on the Haggadah by Rabbi Yisrael Meir Druck

Considering that we are currently 
in exile, how can we describe the up-
coming Yom Tov of Pesach as Zeman 
Cheiruseinu, the Season of Our Free-
dom? True, on Pesach Hashem took 
the Jewish people out of Egypt, but 
that was not a complete redemption, 
for we are now back in exile, living 
among the nations, and our Beis Ha-
Mikdash is destroyed. Moreover, we 
have suffered bitterly over 
the course of our exile, bare-
ly surviving the many harsh 
blows we have been dealt, so 
how can we say that we have 
been set free? 

A similar question can be 
asked about the following 
words we say in Maariv: “Hamakeh 
b’evraso kol bechorei Mitzrayim vayo-
tzei es amo Yisroel l’cheirus olam - Who 
struck with His anger all the firstborn 
of Egypt and removed His nation Yisra-
el from their midst to eternal freedom.” 
Here, we describe the freedom we 
gained when leaving Egypt as eter-
nal, not merely a temporary free-
dom lasting until the next exile. But 
are we really free forever? 

The Dubno Maggid explains 
this with a parable. There was an 
unlearned pauper who was too 
poor to pursue an education, so 

he remained ignorant. Once, he 
decided to try his luck by buying a 
lottery ticket, and to his delight, he 
won a large sum of money and be-
came a wealthy man. 

The first thing he did with his 
newfound fortune was hire teach-
ers to teach him a trade, and slowly 
he amassed knowledge and became 
educated. Each year, he would make 

a festive meal for all his 
friends to commemorate 

the day he had become wealthy, the 
day when he had begun to truly live 
and emerge from the grind of pov-
erty. 

Not knowing how to manage 
his money wisely, however, this 
man made bad investments, and 
soon lost all of his wealth and re-
turned to being a pauper. Yet even 
then, he continued to celebrate the 
day when he had won the lottery 
by holding a large party for all his 
friends. “Why are you celebrat-
ing?” his friends asked him. “Noth-
ing is left of your fortune!” 

“It is true that 
I have lost all my 
money,” the man 
replied, “but even 
so, the education 
and knowledge I 
acquired through that money can-
not be taken away from me. For 
that, I am celebrating.” 

Similarly, says the Dubno Mag-
gid, while it is true that 
we are in exile today 
among the nations, hav-
ing lost the freedom we 
enjoyed when we left 
Egypt, the purpose of 

the Exodus was for us to receive 
the Torah, and that is something 
no one can take away from us, no 
matter how much the nations of 
the world oppress us or even kill us.

Receiving the Torah turned us 
into wealthy, liberated people, for 
only a person who engages in To-
rah study can be considered truly 
“free.” In that sense, we can honest-
ly declare that Hashem took us out 
to “eternal freedom.” 

Similarly, each year, on Pesach, 
we celebrate the freedom of the 
spirit that we gained when we left 
Egypt, for that enabled us to receive 
the eternal gift of the Torah. 

Rav Yisrael Meir Druck

RECEIVING THE 
TORAH TURNED 
US INTO WEALTHY, 
LIBERATED PEOPLE.
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The winner of the Parashas Tzav question is: EFRAIM PROSKY, Brooklyn, NY 

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of 
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parashas Metzora: 
As part of a metzora’s teshuvah, we use birds. Why?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: Who wrote Mizmor L’Sodah?    The answer is: Moshe Rabbeinu
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Parashah PointersParashah Pointers
 �  When a person’s tzaraas rash looks healed, he calls the 

Kohen to check if he can become tahor.

 � There are three steps for the metzora to become tahor:

1.  He is sprinkled, his hair is shaved, and he goes to the 
mikvah. He may now go back into the city.

2.  Seven days later, all his hair is shaved and he goes to 
the mikvah. He is now tahor, but still may not go into 
the Beis HaMikdash.

3. The next day, he brings his korbanos. The Kohen puts the blood of a korban on 
the metzora’s right ear, thumb, and toe. The Kohen also puts oil on those places 
and pours oil on the metzora’s head. He may now go in to the Beis HaMikdash.

 � Stone houses in Eretz Yisrael can get tzaraas. If a person sees a very green or very 
red spot on the wall, he calls the Kohen.

 � They empty the house and the Kohen checks if it might be tzaraas. He seals the 
house for seven days, then checks it again. Sometimes he takes out the discolored 
stones and puts in new stones. Depending on what he sees when he checks, he may 
have to do this every week for three weeks. 

 � If the color comes back on the new stones, the house is knocked down. If it does 
not, they sprinkle the top of the doorpost.

 � There are other body-related things that can make people tamei, and the Torah tells 
us how they then become tahor.

 � A tamei person may not go into the Beis HaMikdash area.


