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ONE NATION, INDIVISIBLE
Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

ָאָדם ִּכי ִיְהֶיה ְבעֹור ְּבָׂשרֹו ְׂשֵאת אֹו ַסַּפַחת
 אֹו ַבֶהֶרת ְוָהָיה ְבעֹור ְּבָׂשרֹו ְלֶנַגע ָצָרַעת.

If a person will have on the skin of his flesh a s’eis, or a sapachas, and it will 
become a tzaraas affliction on the skin of his flesh (13:2). 

Rav Shlomo Ganzfried, author of Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch, notes that the Torah usually 
describes a person as an “ish.” Why does the 
Torah describe a person afflicted with a nega (a 
skin disease that results from spiritual failure) 
as an “adam”? 

The term adam is used very 
rarely in the Torah. The most 
well-known mention of adam 
is in the pasuk, “Adam ki yamus 
ba’ohel — A man who would die 
in a tent” (Bamidbar 19:14). 

Rav Shimon ben Yochai fa-
mously expounded this pasuk to 
mean, “You [the Jewish people] 
are called adam, but idol-wor-
shippers are not called adam.” 

What does this mean? Does 
Rav Shimon ben Yochai mean 
to say that idol-worshippers are subhuman? 
In what was known, at the time, as “the trial of 
the century,” Mendel Beilis was tried for mur-
dering a Christian child to use his blood for 
Pesach. Beilis’s lawyer was concerned that the 
prosecutor might use this teaching to prove 
that Jews are virulent supremacists who think 
that members of other religions are subhuman 
and may be murdered. The lawyer visited the 
Chortkover Rebbe to ask the rebbe what to do 
if the prosecution brought up this statement of 
Rav Shimon bar Yochai. 

“Tell the court,” replied the Chortkover, “to 
consider what would happen if an Italian man 
would be arrested and tried in court. Would 

all other Italians congregate 
and pray for his safety? Certainly not. What 
about if a Frenchman was on trial — would all 
of his countrymen pray for his safety or would 
they go about their merry business? 

“The Jewish people are unique 
in this regard,” continued the 
Chortkover. “One Jew is arrested 
and put on trial, and Jews world-
wide are concerned for his safety. 
This is what Rav Shimon meant. 
The term adam has no plural 
form, as opposed to all other 
words used to describe a person, 
which can be used in plural form. 
The term adam does justice to the 
Jewish nation because we are 
united; we can be described as 
being one person.” 

Rav Ganzfried uses the same reasoning 
to explain the use of adam in the parashah of 
tzaraas. Chazal teach us that people were usu-
ally afflicted with tzaraas for the sin of slander-
ing. In fact, the title conferred on a person with 
tzaraas is metzorah, which is a contraction of the 
words “motzi ra — emits bad.” 

The Torah wants a person stricken with 
tzaraas to realize why he was stricken with 
the disease. “Adam,” the Torah tells a slander-
er. You should have realized that Klal Yisrael 
is considered one Adam — we are one nation, 
indivisible. You tried to cause divisiveness in 
the Jewish nation by slandering, so you were 
stricken with tzaraas. 

Rav Shlomo Ganzfried
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THIS WEEK’S MISHNAH YOMI SCHEDULE:

2 3 4 5 6 7 א8 ב ג ד ה ו ז

Q & A

SHOULD 
A PERSON 
DELAY THE 
BRIS?

2 3 4 5 6 7 א8 ב ג ד ה ו ז

WAITING FOR THE TZADDIK
What If 5 adapted by Rabbi Moshe Sherrow from the works of Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein

Q. Should a person delay his son’s bris in order to have a 
tzaddik who is a talmid chacham serve as the sandek?

A. The Radvaz was petitioned by someone who was 
incarcerated in prison and could not daven with a min-
yan. He begged his jailor to allow him to daven in shul, 
and the latter begrudgingly agreed to grant him just one 
day. Which day should he choose? Should 
he wait for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, or 
Purim? The Radvaz (Teshuvah 13) replied 
that the prisoner should not delay even a 
single day. He should daven with a minyan 
at the earliest possible opportunity. 

The Chacham Tzvi (siman 106) challeng-
es this ruling (see Ba’er Heitev, Orach Chaim 
90 §11; Mishnah Berurah ibid. §28; and Chayei Adam, 
Klal 68). Perhaps this dispute would be relevant to our 
case, as well. According to the Radvaz, the bris should 
be conducted at the first opportunity, whereas the Cha-
cham Tzvi would maintain that if one can gain spiritual 
benefit by postponing the bris until later in the day, do-
ing so might be preferable.

The Shulchan Aruch rules (Or-
ach Chaim 426:2) that one should 
wait until Motza’ei Shabbos to re-
cite Kiddush Levanah in order to 
perform the mitzvah when he 
is in good spirits from Shabbos. 

The Beur Halachah (Ibid. s.v. B’Motza’ei 
Shabbos) cites the opinion of the Bach 
not to postpone the mitzvah until Mot-
za’ei Shabbos; rather, one should recite 
Kiddush Levanah as soon as three days 
have elapsed after the molad (the birth 
of the new moon). Perhaps our ques-
tion would depend on these opinions, as 

well. In truth, if the option is to delay the bris only until 
later the same day, perhaps no one would argue that 
one could forgo zerizus (alacrity) in order to perform 
the mitzvah in a more enhanced way. The popular cus-
tom is to wait for a sandek who is a talmid chacham or a 
tzaddik, even if the bris could have been held immedi-
ately after the vasikin minyan. Vetzorich iyun. 

The Chofetz Chaim’s Torah Classics on Guarding Your Tongue  
Available in an Understandable, New Elucidation
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SING IT FOR ME
What a Story! by Rabbi Yechiel Spero

Yair Yisraeli did not have an easy 
childhood. When he was just a little 
baby, his father passed away and a 
few years later, his mother also died. 
Raised through the kindness of oth-
ers, he never forgot the importance of 
being sensitive to those in need. Rav 
Yair grew into an exceptional person, 
a rosh yeshivah of Tiferes Yisrael Ye-
shivah in Rishon LeZion and a baal 
chesed extraordinaire. 

Rav Yair was beloved by one and 
all. For many years, he in-
fluenced thousands of talmi-
dim, who cherished their 
rebbi and kept a connection 
with him long after they left 
his tutelage. Additionally, 
many sought out Rav Yair 
when checking into medical 
references. He was well con-
nected and informed.

Just to give you an inkling into 
what type of person Rav Yair was…

On one occasion, he attended a 
cello recital for a little boy. It seemed 
strange that a rosh yeshivah would 
show up to a musical performance. 
When someone asked him why he had 
come, he admitted that he didn’t know 
the family, but he knew the boy was 
a yasom and the mother an almanah. 
“Since there was no father to attend, 
I thought it would be nice if I would 
go and then compliment the boy on 
his talent. The mother was so happy 
I came.”

At the end of his life, Rav Yair 
was very sick, confined to a bed in 
Maayanei Hayeshua Medical Cen-
ter. During those days, Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky, who felt extremely close 
to Rav Yair and valued his relation-
ship, visited him.

Yet, though his family knew 

how special Rav Yair was, nothing 
could prepare them for the great-
ness they were to witness in the 
final few days of his life. The doc-
tors informed the family that the 
situation was dire, and they them-
selves could see that Rav Yair was 
slowly leaving them. During that 
time, his family and close talmidim 
stood around his bed. He didn’t ask 
for much; there wasn’t much they 
could do for him.

Although he had been a lumi-
nous figure, with an unbridled joy, 
the illness had taken its toll. Rav 
Yair had little strength or energy 
left. When a group of singers made 
their rounds in the hospital to 
cheer up the patients, they stopped 
in Rav Yair’s room and asked if he 
had any requests. At first, he gra-
ciously declined. 

Then, out of the blue, he seemed 
to change his mind. He cleared his 
throat and motioned that he had 
a request — but it was an unusual 
one. 

Rav Yair wanted the choir mem-
bers to sing a song: a Russian song. 
Now this was very strange. Either 
there was something about Rav 
Yair’s childhood his family and 
talmidim were unaware of, or his 
mind was slipping. However, when 
he repeated his request, the sing-

ers did their best 
to accommo-
date him. A few 
of them knew 
a Russian folk 
song and they began singing it to 
the best of their ability.

Rav Yair smiled; he appeared 
so happy that  they were fulfill-
ing his request. When they fin-
ished, he asked for another one 
and they duly cooperated. When 

they finished that song, 
he requested one more. 
With each song the sing-
ers sang, the situation 
seemed more and more 
bizarre. But soon every-
one would understand.

As soon as they fin-
ished the third and final 
song, Rav Yair leaned 

over. Next to his bed was a curtain. 
He pulled it away slightly and be-
gan conversing with the man in the 
bed next to him.

A man from Russia. 
Although Rav Yair’s strength 

was sapped after the little choir’s 
performance, he smiled at his 
neighbor and asked if he’d enjoyed 
the songs.

Had he ever. 
Unfortunately, the Russian man 

had no visitors. While Rav Yair’s 
side of the room was constantly 
buzzing with activity, his room-
mate had no one.

In truth, however, he did. 
He had Rav Yair. 
One day later, Rav Yair returned 

his neshamah to Shamayim, after 
spending his final day on this earth 
doing his best to bring joy to anoth-
er Yid. 

Rav Yair Yisraeli

HE HAD A 
REQUEST — 
BUT IT WAS 
AN UNUSUAL 
ONE.
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The winner of the Parashas Vayikra question is: YOSEF SLANSKY, Baltimore, MD

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of 
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parashas Tazria: 
Why is it that a person with tzaraas can be tamei right away, but fabric  

and leather with a tzaraas color are always quarantined first?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: What was Esther Hamalka’s father’s name?  The answer is: Avichayil
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Time for a Bris!Time for a Bris!
baby boy has his bris on the eighth day after he is born.

Hashem created the world on the condition that we 
would keep the mitzvah of bris milah! Here are some of 

the ways we see how important this mitzvah is:

 � When Hashem gave 
Avraham Avinu the mitzvah 
of bris milah, He mentioned 
the word “bris” 13 times. 
The word bris means 
“agreement,” and Hashem 
was saying that a Jew who 
has a bris will become part 
of the agreement between 
Hashem and Avraham’s 
family. Hashem will always answer us in the merit of the mitzvah 
of bris milah.

 � A bris involves doing things we are not allowed to do on Shabbos 
or Yom Tov. But milah is so important that, in most cases, we do 
it even on Shabbos, Yom Tov, and even on Yom Kippur, if that is 
the baby’s eighth day.

All through Jewish history, a bris was a very happy occasion. 
People even borrowed money to make the seudas habris, the special 
meal in honor of the bris.

There were times when our enemies did not let Jews make a bris. 
Even then, many Jews made a bris secretly, though it was very dan-
gerous. 

A

If a baby boy is 
born on a Monday, 

and he’s healthy, he 
gets his bris on the 
following Monday. 

There are seven 
days in a week, so 

how can it be that a bris,  
which is on the eighth day,  

is on the same day of the week  
that the baby was born? 

The answer is that the day the baby is 
born is day number 1, even if the baby 

was born late in the afternoon. The day 
on which the bris is done is also counted 

as a day, even if we do the bris early in the 
morning. So that same day of the week, 

one week later, is the eighth day, and the 
bris can be done early in the morning.


