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Parashah

RACHEL IMEINU’S VOICE

Kol Dodi – Seasonings of the Torah by Rav David Feinstein

.וַ יַּ ֵצּב יַ ֲעקֹב ַמ ֵצּ ָבה ַעל ְק ֻב ָר ָתהּ ִהוא ַמ ֶצּ ֶבת ְק ֻב ַרת ָר ֵחל ַעד ַהיּוֹם
Yaakov set up a monument...it is the monument of Rachel’s grave until today (35:20).
Yaakov set up this monument
beseech her to pray
over the grave of our mother Raon their behalf.
chel so that future generations of
The numerical value of קול,
Klal Yisrael would know where to
voice, representing the voice of
come and pour out their hearts in
prayer, is 136. The numerical value
prayer.
of מצבה, monument, is 137, one more
Indeed, we are taught that it is
than that of קול, the voice of prayer.
for this reason that Rachel was burThis additional “one” alludes to
Rav David Feinstein
ied on the roadside — so that on the
Rachel, who adds her voice to that
way to the exile, her children would be able to of those who pray at her monument.

Parashah I HAVE EVERYTHING
“Torah for Your Table” by Rabbis Yisroel and Osher Anshel Jungreis
After many years of separation, Yaakov desires two.” More than enjoying
Avinu once again meets his brother, Eisav. the hundred that he does posFrom the subtlety of Yaakov’s language, we dis- sess, he covets the hundred that
cover the character traits to which we, as Jews, he does not as yet own.
should aspire.
Such a person is never at peace; there is alThe reverse is also true: From Eisav we learn ways something more for which he lusts. He
those characteristics that we must shun.
remains forever dissatisfied, for, as far as he is
In an attempt to appease Eisav, Yaakov pres- concerned, his possessions are not gifts from
ents him with gifts. Initially, Eisav demurs, Hashem, but the fruits of his own labor, resaying “Yesh li rav — I have plenflections of his own achievements.
ty.” Nevertheless, Yaakov press- HE VIEWED HIS Therefore, he does not understand
es the gifts upon him, saying, “… POSSESSIONS
the concept of gratitude or the iminasmuch as G-d has been gra- AS GIFTS
plications of tzedakah, which is
cious to me … Yesh li kol — I have FROM ABOVE.
based upon giving back.
everything.” In this exchange, we
On the other hand, from Yaakov
discover two worldviews: the philosophy of the Avinu we learn that if a man recognizes that his
Torah Jew and the outlook of those who live possessions are gifts from Hashem, he can inlives devoid of G-d.
deed proclaim, “I have everything,” for a genWhen Eisav says, “I have plenty,” he is also uinely spiritual person perceives that Hashem
telegraphing the message, “I want more.” His gives everyone that which he requires to fulfill
statement reveals his greed and arrogance. his potential. Therefore, if he lacks something,
Our sages teach, “One who has one hundred he does not feel deprived, but is continued on page 2
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Intrigue

A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY

NEW!

The Insider – Famed war journalist Yisroel Katzover and his
unforgettable adventures and encounters by Rabbi Nachman Seltzer

I’ll never forget the first time I
“You should know,” he contin- lengthy career.
met Shimon Peres. It was back in ued, “that since that visit, I have felt
Peres startthe late sixties, not long after I be- a sense of responsibility to the Or- ed his career as
came a journalist. We met at his thodox branch of Judaism.”
a consultant to
office in the Ministry of Defense in
In my opinion, Shimon Peres Ben Gurion, went on to serve as
Tel Aviv, and a fascinating conver- is one of the people most strongly director-general of the Ministry of
sation ensued.
responsible for the fact that there Defense, then to assistant minis“I want to tell you why I’m suc- is a law in the State of Israel that ter of defense, minister of defense,
cessful,” he said to me.
ensures that those who are learn- and, of course, prime minister.
I waited curiously to hear the ing Torah will not be drafted into
In every one of those posireason to which he attributed his the IDF. While it’s true that David tions, Peres encountered those
success in life.
Ben Gurion was the first politician who made it their mission in life
“My grandfather’s name was to pass such a law, there is no way to change the law allowing people
Tzvi Hirsch Meltzer. He was a rabbi in the world that he imagined that to sit and learn, and Peres used his
in Poland. I was a child
clout to prevent them from
of four when I heard
“THE GREAT forcing bnei Torah to enlist
that my zeide used to
in the army time and again.
TZADDIK
travel to visit his rebbi
He also transferred millions
PLACED
several times a year.
of shekels to Torah instituHIS
HANDS
My zeide’s rebbi,” Peres
tions.
ON MY
continued, “was none
Many times, when I met
other than the famous
with rabbanim or admorim
HEAD AND
Chafetz Chaim of Raand the conversation turned
BLESSED
din.”
to Shimon Peres, I was told
ME.”
He paused before
how much they appreciated
Yisroel Katzover (R) with Shimon Peres.
telling me that his
the man for everything he
grandfather decided to take him this would lead to tens of thou- did for the religious Jews of Israel.
along to meet the Chafetz Chaim on sands of yungeleit sitting and learn“This man deserves a tremenone of his trips.
ing in kollel throughout the coun- dous yasher ko’ach from the charei“I never forgot that visit,” he told try. When the number of people dim of Israel,” they would say to
me. “The great tzaddik placed his who wanted to sit and learn began me. I heard words like these from
hands on my head and blessed me to increase, Ben Gurion was no such luminaries as Rav Elazar Methat I would grow up to become a longer in the picture. But Shimon nachem Man Shach, the Erlauer
smart boy and succeed in every- Peres was, and he supported those Rav, and Rav Boruch Mordechai
thing I did in life.
who studied Torah throughout his Ezrachi.
I HAVE EVERYTHING continued from page 1

sustained by the knowledge that if Hashem does not
deem it important for him to have, he does not need it.
“Who is rich?” Chazal ask. “He who is content with
his lot” (Avos 4:1). That contentment can only be attained by recognizing Hashem’s presence in our lives.
Yaakov was totally connected to Hashem, and even
in his most difficult moments, he was tranquil in the
knowledge that Hashem was above him and would pro-
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vide. Since Yaakov viewed his possessions as gifts from
the Almighty, he was committed to sharing them with
others. But for Eisav, his possessions reflected his own
achievements. Therefore, the only compulsion that
he felt was to acquire even more. In our materially obsessed society, in which we work ourselves into a frenzy
to obtain ever more, we would do well to remember the
teaching of Yaakov and proclaim with him, “Hashem
has been gracious unto me … I have everything.”
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FROM MISTAKES
Inspiration LEARNING
Building for Eternity – The Life and Legacy of Reb Moshe Reichmann by Yisroel Besser
When Reb Moshe Reichmann
first ventured to Mexico to do business, he was introduced to a wealthy
young man who, though religious,
was far from the Torah world. They
discussed the idea of becoming
partners, and Reb Moshe asked him
who his rebbi was.
“I have no rebbi,” the fellow
admitted, “I am not a rabbi or
teacher, I’m a businessman.”
“Then you certainly need
a rebbi,” Mr. Reichmann said.
“First of all, you need to
know what is permitted
and what’s forbidden in
business. Second of all, you
should be asking questions
about priorities in giving
tzedakah. And finally,” he
smiled, “a good rebbi can
give you berachos so that your dealings
will succeed as well.”
“And who is your rebbi?” the gentleman wondered.
“My rebbi is named Rav Shach,
but you are a Sephardi, so your rebbi
should be Rav Ovadia Yosef.”
Mr. Reichmann lifted the phone
and made an introduction, opening the lines of communication between the gadol of Sephardic Jewry
and a young man who would ultimately become the sponsor of most
of Chacham Ovadia’s sefarim and
the patron of many yeshivos.
•••••
Reb Moshe flew to New York
specifically to attend a meeting with
several roshei yeshivah and askanim.
He came back, and someone asked
how it had gone.
“Rav Elya Svei spoke the best. He
delivered such a smart derashah,”
Reb Moshe replied. “Everyone was
sharing their opinions, and Rav
Elya said, “Why do we have talk so

much? Rav Shach is alive. Why not
just ask him and then we will know
what to do?
•••••
Rav Shach, who testified that
he davened for Moshe Reichmann
three times every
day,
remarked

that he had always wondered what
zechus Rashi’s mother had to merit
a son who illuminated the world;
children in cheder, girls in Bais Yaakov, bachurim in yeshivah and seasoned talmidei chachamim all look
to Rashi to guide them. Then Rav
Shach added, “And I wonder the
same thing about the mother of Reb
Moshe Reichmann.”
On his last visit to Eretz Yisroel,
Reb Moshe met with Rav Dovid
Soloveitchik. In his succinct, direct way, the Brisker rosh yeshivah
said, “How many people can say
that they fulfilled their tafkid in this
world?” “But you, Reb Moshe,” the
rosh yeshivah said, “you can say that
you fulfilled your tafkid.”
•••••
One morning, as Reb Moshe
headed off for a business trip, his
daughter said, “Bye, Deddy, enjoy.”
The door had closed behind
him, but it opened a moment later and he came back in. “Enjoy?”

NEW!

he asked. “What
should I enjoy?”
“Okay,
so
what should I
have said?” asked
the young girl.
“The proper thing to say is, ‘Bye,
Deddy, zei matzliach,’ he said gently.
•••••
When his son was in fifth grade,
the report card from school arrived.
In the comments section, the teacher had written, “Chesky needs to
improve in math, but he learns from
his mistakes.”
Reb Moshe called his son aside.
“You have alefs and good marks and
nice comments in many subjects,”
he said, “but you should know that
the biggest maaleh I see here is this
comment. The fact that you can
learn from your mistakes means the
most to me.”
It was only when they were raising their own children that Reb
Moshe’s children realized just how
involved their father had been in
their chinuch, albeit in his quiet way,
and they would often turn to him for
guidance with the next generation.
“Get to know your children
when they are very young, before
they can fool you,” he would advise them, “and this way, you will
be able to understand them their
whole lives.”
•••••
After hearing his two sons, Beri
and Chesky, arguing in learning,
Reb Moshe commented to the
younger one, “Chesky, I had nachas
from you today.” Chesky assumed
that his father approved of his position in the sugya, but Reb Moshe
explained, “I was pleased that you
spoke to your older brother with respect.”
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Story for Children

Drums
FROM THE NEW

Just Love Them for Children - Stories About Rabbi Dovid Trenk

NEW!

A

by Shmuel Blitz, illustrated by Lea Kron

ny time one of his boys would show any kind of talent, Rabbi Trenk would
see it as the most wonderful thing in the world.
Eli, a student in Adelphia Yeshivah, taught himself how to play keyboard. Rabbi Trenk treated him like a “real” musician, not just a beginner.
He would bring Eli along to people’s houses to do chesed. Eli would play, the
rebbi would schmooze, and everyone would be
smiling. One day, they went together to visit a
young boy in Williamsburg who was not well.
They did not even know him. They just came to play for him and make him happy.
With Rabbi Trenk urging him on, Eli also taught himself how to play the drums.
One day, while he was practicing, Eli saw his rebbi standing right behind him with
imaginary drumsticks and an imaginary drum, playing right along.
Eli grew up to become a successful adult, who helped many people in his neighborhood.
The years passed quickly. “Maybe it is time for me to start learning Daf Yomi,’’ Eli
thought. And he did! Seven-and-a-half years later, he was ready to make a siyum on
all of Shas. There was only one place he wanted to make his siyum — at the Adelphia
Yeshivah yearly dinner.
Eli stood at the head table, looking around the room at all the people. He began to
say the Hadran, the blessing said when a person makes a siyum.
Suddenly, he felt someone standing right behind him. It was his rebbi, Rabbi Trenk,
looking over Eli’s shoulder into his Gemara.
“Wow,” Eli thought. “Everything in my life is connected. Rabbi Trenk was behind
me when I learned to play drums. Now he’s behind me when I’ve finished Shas! Now
and then, Rabbi Trenk was always there, cheering me on. Pushing me forward.”
For Rabbi Dovid Trenk, everyone was an expert. And even if the person wasn’t so
great yet, he knew that one day he would be.

Now and then,
Rabbi Trenk
was always
there, cheering
me on.

WIN A $36L
ARTSCROL !
GIFT CARD

THE WEEKLY QUESTION
Question for Vayishlach:

Yosef was only 6 years old when he met Eisav.
How could such a little boy block Eisav’s view of Rachel?

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

The winner of the Chayei Sarah question is: MOSHE & CHAIM TZVI STAVSKY, Toms River, NJ
The question was: In which month and year did Sarah Imeinu pass away?
The answer is: Cheshvan, 2085.
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