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HE NEGATES ALL 
HIS PERSONAL 
CONSIDERATIONS ONLY TO 
FULFILL HASHEM’S WILL.

SHARING WHAT’S MOST PRECIOUS 
Rav Moshe On Chumash from Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l  

compiled by Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Fishelis, adapted by Rabbi Avrohom Biderman

ְּבֵראִׁשית ָּבָרא ֱאֹלִקים ֵאת ַהָּׁשַמִים ְוֵאת ָהָאֶרץ.
In the beginning of Hashem’s creating the heavens and the earth (1:1). 

There is a mitzvah for a person to bring bik-
kurim, the first of his fruits that appear, to the 
Beis HaMikdash, where a ceremony takes place 
and the fruits are given to a Kohen. The Torah 
refers to these fruits as reishis bikkurei admascha, 
the choicest first fruit of your land. The Midrash 
(Bereishis Rabbah 1:4) says that the Torah begins 
its description of Creation with the word Bere-
ishis, which can be rendered “because of things 
that are called re-
ishis, the first.” This 
teaches us that the 
world was created 
in the merit of the 
mitzvah of bikkurim, 
which is referred to 
as “reishis.” 

What is so spe-
cial about the mitzvah of bikkurim that would 
make it justify the creation of the world? 

A farmer’s first fruits are especially dear to 
him. They are, literally, the first fruits of his 
labor; the earliest results of his time, toil, and 
effort. On the other hand, these fruits have no 
special significance to the Kohen who will be 
receiving them. It makes no difference to the 
Kohen whether the grapes he is receiving are 
the first of the farmer’s grapes or his last. 

When a farmer brings his bikkurim, he sac-
rifices the fruits that are so precious to him and 
gives them to someone who has no particular 
appreciation for those specific fruits. He ne-
gates all his personal considerations only to 
fulfill Hashem’s Will. 

This makes the mitzvah of bikkurim unique-

ly precious to Hashem. So dear, 
in fact, that it justifies the world being creat-
ed in its merit. Although bikkurim is unique, it 
teaches us how to approach giving charity. 

Almost anyone can convince himself that he 
needs all his money, thereby justifying his giv-
ing only the minimal maaser, ten percent, and 
withholding vital support from needy people 
and worthy causes. Bikkurim teaches us to pri-
oritize the mitzvah, not our personal interests. 
The essence of bikkurim is that the person does 

what Hashem wants, without making all sorts 
of calculations and justifications. 

A person who truly believes in Hashem 
should sit each night and review how he dealt 
with the profits he made that day, without con-
cern that the next day may bring him less prof-
it. Others might do this less frequently, but op-
timally one should deal with his profits as they 
are earned, without concern for the future. 

Every Jew certainly wants to give tzedakah, 
but he gets caught up in life and forgets or los-
es his focus. We should therefore be thankful 
when a yeshivah approaches us to contribute, 
and we should participate happily.

Rambam (Hilchos Matnos Aniyim 10:2) tells 
us only that a person will not become impov-
erished by giving tzedakah. How-

NEW!

Rav Moshe Feinstein 
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ever, the Gemara (Shabbos 119a) tells us, “Asser bishvil 
shetisasher - Tithe so that you will become wealthy.” 
Shouldn’t Rambam say that the person will become 
wealthy? Why does he say only that a person who gives 
charity will not become poor? 

The merit of tzedakah certainly helps a person be-
come wealthy, but Hashem considers many factors — 

including a person’s other mitzvos and Hashem’s desire 
to give him greater reward in the World to Come — be-
fore He makes the person wealthy. On the other hand, 
as far as becoming impoverished, Rambam tells us that 
there is a guarantee never to lose by giving tzedakah. 

Thus, when the Yetzer Hara tries to convince us that 
we should hold onto money instead of giving tzedakah, 
we can respond that the funds are simply a loan; we 
are guaranteed not to lose by giving them away. 

KAVOD TO A CHILD
The Power of Chinuch by Rabbi Meyer Yedid

We must instill kavod from the 
time a child is born. This does not 
mean that you sit down with your 
two year-old and say, “My child, 
you should know that you are very 
valuable.” They’ll have no idea 
what you’re talking about. You give 
kavod to children by compliment-
ing them, by pointing out the good 
things they did. When 
they share something 
with a sibling, you tell 
them, “I’m so proud of 
you. Look how nicely you 
share!”

When they talk, you 
listen to them. Any time 
you listen to any person 
speak, you give them ka-
vod, even if it happens to be a three-
year-old. You don’t have to agree 
with everything a child says, but 
just giving him an audience is giv-
ing him kavod. You can tell him — 
gently — that he is wrong after he 
offers an opinion, but you gave him 
the benefit of having been heard.

Imagine that a child goes to get 
something to eat, and it’s something 
you don’t want him to have. Some-
how, children are very motivated 
to get what they aren’t supposed to 
eat. So this child pulled a chair 30 
feet, stood it up next to a cabinet, 
reached on tiptoes to the top shelf, 
and pulled down a candy. You walk 

into the room, and with your super-
human adult strength, you pull the 
child down with one hand, maybe 
give a little slap with the other hand 
to show him who is boss, and you 
think that you are a good mother 
because you’re making sure that he 
doesn’t eat junk. But you know what 
you just did? You disrespected him. 

You made him feel like a zero. You 
took him down as though he were a 
cat, not a human.

Does that mean you should let 
the child have the candy he was 
about to take? No.

But what would you do if that 
was your good friend, whom you 
respect? What would you do if you 
saw your rabbi about to eat some-
thing that you know is not good for 
him? Would you grab him by the 
shirt and take it out of his hand? Or 
would you say, “I feel bad, I know 
you really want that, but it’s not 
good for you”?

I’m sure you would do the latter.

Instilling ka-
vod in a child be-
gins with treating 
him the same as 
you would treat 
someone you respect. You don’t 
have to allow him to have the candy, 
but you can tell him, “I see that you 
tried really hard to get it. I know you 

think it’s good for you, but it really 
is not.”

Giving kavod to a child doesn’t 
mean that you allow him to make 
Kiddush on Friday night. He 
doesn’t get to sit at the head of the 
table, either. And it doesn’t even 
mean that you let him do whatev-
er he wants.

What it means is that you treat 
your children as though they are 
very important. Because if you treat 
them like important people, they 
become important people. And 
that gives them the backbone to get 
through life.

But if you don’t give them atten-
tion, you don’t even notice when 
they are talking to you, you don’t re-
spect their ideas, you don’t compli-
ment them when they do the right 
things, then they feel like a nobody.

If we give children kavod by mak-
ing them feel respected and valuable, 
we will give them inner strength and 
the ability to deal with whatever issues 
and challenges come their way. 

IF YOU TREAT 
THEM LIKE 
IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE, THEY 
BECOME 
IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE.

Rabbi Meyer Yedid
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Parashah IT CAN WORK
Rav Yaakov Bender on Chumash

The foundations of the world 
were being laid.

The Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 
8:5) gives us a glimpse into the pro-
cess, sharing the secrets of Creation.

Rav Simon taught: When Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu created the world, the mal-
achei hashareis gathered around and 
offered their opinions… Chessed said, 
“Create man, for he will do kindness,” 
and Emes said, “Do not create man, 
for he will be filled with falsehood”… 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu took Emes and 
cast him to the ground, as the pasuk 
says, “Vesashleich emes artzah - It 
hurled truth to the ground” 
(Daniel 8:12).

The middah of emes 
simply spoke up when it 
was asked to, offering an 
opinion. Why did it de-
serve a punishment for 
being true to its essential 
mission of speaking truth?

Rav Shraga Feivel 
Mendlowitz shared a 
powerful answer. Emes ar-
gued that the world would 
not work — that it could not work 
— with man at its center. Man is a 
creature of deceit and falsehood, 
and creation, as envisioned by the 
Master of the Universe, could not 
endure.

This argument — it cannot 
work — is itself the biggest sheker 
possible. To view human beings 
through eyes shrouded in negativ-
ity and pessimism is falsehood, so 
the middah of emes was not worthy 
of its own reason for creation.

Hashem rejected the argument, 
and each and every day, good 
mechanchim and mechanchos have 
learned from Him to reject it as well.

In classrooms and homes all 
over the world, we see students 

disprove negative predictions and 
soar, and there is nothing more 
thrilling than watching that hap-
pen. With the experience of hind-
sight, I can say that over the years, 
we have seen, again and again, so 
many “weaker students” negate the 
label they should never have got-
ten, flying high and proud.

Parents, spouses, friends, and 
partners trying to build something 
new have to review this again and 
again — it can work, and if you be-
lieve that, then it will work!

The world was created based on 

the premise that man can grow and 
develop, and, the Midrash is teach-
ing us, this is emes itself. How inter-
esting it is to note, then, that those 
who devote their lives to learning 
emes and teaching emes, the talmidei 
chachamim, have a view of people 
based on emes!

Yeshivos are places where the 
words “it can’t work” are consid-
ered forbidden speech.

Rav Zalman Sender Shapira 
was known not just for his geonus 
in Torah, but also as a tzaddik, one 
whose berachos were fulfilled. 

In his town, there lived a simple 
water-carrier, an unsophisticated, 
unlearned sort. One day, the wa-
ter-carrier came to the rav with a 

request. He had 
been watching a 
local talmid cha-
cham and he felt 
inspired to try to emulate him. He, 
too, wanted to be a talmid chacham.

Rav Zalman Sender did not laugh 
and did not tell the water carrier that 
he had his unique shelichus to fulfill. 
Instead, he said, “Tell me that you 
want to be a talmid chacham.”

The water-carrier announced 
his intention and hope, loud and 
clear.

“Shout it out,” said the rav.
The water-carrier raised his voice 

and bellowed it out: “I want to learn 
Torah and be a talmid chacham!”

Upon hearing that, Rav Zalman 
Sender gave him a warm berachah 
for success in his learning.

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, who 
repeated the story, would describe 
how marvelous it was to watch a 
middle-aged man suddenly shift 
identities, learning and learning 
some more, and in time, becoming 
a genuine talmid chacham, with all 
the wisdom and grace that accom-
pany the title.

Rav Yerucham Olshin retold the 
story and asked a question. Why 
did Rav Zalman Sender make the 
water-carrier express it? Surely the 
rav’s berachah would have worked 
regardless.

Rav Yerucham explained that 
Rav Zalman Sender wanted the 
man to perceive his own ability, 
to contemplate the possibility of 
growth and realize this truth him-
self and express it. It can happen, if 
you believe it.

In a place of truth, the truth 
shines through. Everything is pos-
sible. It can always happen…if you 
have faith and vision. 

Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz

THERE IS 
NOTHING 
MORE 
THRILLING 
THAN 
WATCHING 
THAT 
HAPPEN.
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Parashah for Children
פרשת בראשית

The winners of the Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur question are:  
FAYE MIRIAM AND YAAKOV DRORI, Atlanta, GA

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of 
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parashas Bereishis: 
What kind of fruit tree was the Eitz Hada’as?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: Why is a shofar bent, and not straight like a trumpet?
The answer is: To remind us to bend our hearts and make ourselves humble before Hashem in prayer. 

W
The Wedding The Wedding   

hen Adam and Chavah got married, they were the only people 
on earth. So it wasn’t a large wedding with many guests. 

But it was the first wedding ever, and it was magnificent!
In preparation for her wedding Hashem braided Chavah’s hair. He 

gave her 24 different pieces of sparkling jewelry.
When she was ready, Hashem Himself brought Chavah to her chupah. Her 

chassan, Adam, was waiting for her. He was standing under ten chupahs, 
one above the other! Each chupah was dazzling. The chupahs were made of 
expensive jewels, precious stones, and gold. 

The powerful and famous angels Gavriel and Micha’el stood next to 
Adam. Instead of a band, angels sang and danced for them.

Hashem gave Adam and Chavah a blessing, and commanded them 
to have many children and descendants. 

Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov! 
bout an hour after they were married, Adam and Chavah 
became parents. If there had been people in the world 
then, they would have given the new parents not just one 

mazel tov, but many. Chavah had twins and then triplets! Five 
children! She had a boy who was born with a twin sister, and 
triplets, a boy and two girls.

Imagine taking care of five babies all at once! What a challenge! But Chavah didn’t have that challenge. In 
Gan Eden there was no need to raise children. They were born adults. There was also no need to wait nine 
months for a baby to be born. The children were all born the same day.

The oldest son was named Kayin and the younger son was named Hevel. We don’t know the names of 
Adam and Chavah’s daughters.

A


