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DEDICATED BY MENACHEM AND BINAH BRAUNSTEIN AND FAMILY  
L’ILLUI NISHMAS RAV MOSHE BEN RAV YISSOCHOR BERISH AND MARAS YENTA BAS YISROEL CHAIM 

continued on page 3

Parashah POSITIVE FIRST
Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 3 by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

 ַאְך ֶאת ֶזה לֹא תֹאְכלּו ִמַּמֲעֵלי ַהֵּגָרה ּוִמַּמְפִריֵסי ַהַּפְרָסה ַהְּׁשסּוָעה ֶאת ַהָּגָמל ְוֶאת ָהַאְרֶנֶבת
  ְוֶאת ַהֲחִזיר ִּכי ַמְפִריס.ְוֶאת ַהָּׁשָפן ִּכי ַמֲעֵלה ֵגָרה ֵהָּמה ּוַפְרָסה לֹא ִהְפִריסּו ְטֵמִאים ֵהם ָלֶכם

.ַּפְרָסה הּוא ְולֹא ֵגָרה ָטֵמא הּוא ָלֶכם ִמְּבָׂשָרם לֹא תֹאֵכלּו ּוְבִנְבָלָתם לֹא ִתָּגעּו
But this shall you not eat from among those that bring up their cud or have complete-

ly separated split hooves: the camel, the hare, and the hyrax, for they bring up their cud, but their 
hooves are not split — they are unclean to you; and the pig, for it has a split hoof, but not the cud — 

it is unclean to you (14:7-8).
The Torah’s listing of kosher and non-ko-

sher animals, which seems some-
what technical, contains many 
lessons beyond the mere details of 
what we may and may not eat.

Rav Noach Weinberg, rosh yeshi-
vah of Aish HaTorah, who was di-
rectly responsible for bringing tens 
of thousands back to Yiddishkeit 
and an exponentially larger num-
ber through his students, would 
point out (based on a Gema-
ra in Chullin 60b) that there 
is proof that an all-knowing 
God wrote the Torah from 
the verses listing the animals 
that chew their cud but do 
not have split hooves, and 
the animal that has split 
hooves and does not chew its 
cud. Would a human put his 
credibility on the line by pre-
dicting that at no point in the future would a 
single animal that is not on that list be found 
somewhere in the world?

And indeed, some three millennia after the 
Torah was given, and with all the searching 
science has done for unknown species, not a 
single such animal has been found!

Aside from strengthening our faith, howev-
er, these verses also teach us a lesson in how to 

view, and relate to, other people.
The point of the verses listing 

the animals that have only one ko-
sher sign is to teach us that they 
are not kosher. It would seem ap-
propriate, then, to list the sign that 
causes them to be non-kosher first. 
Yet we see that the Torah lists them 
as the camel, the rabbit, and the hy-
rax, which chew their cud but do 
not have split hooves, and the pig, 

which has split hooves but 
does not chew its cud.

Why does the Torah list 
the kosher signs of these an-
imals first if the non-existent 
signs are the only ones we 
really need in order to label 
these animals non-kosher?

A Midrash explains that 
the Torah is trying to teach us 
that even when something is 

not kosher, we should find a way to mention 
something praiseworthy about it first. Even 
something as treif as the chazir (pig) deserves to 
have its positive trait pointed out.

If the Torah does so for non-kosher ani-
mals, how much more do we have to learn to 
have this consideration with regard to people?

Bosses, employees, children, students, co-
workers, and neighbors will in-

Rav Noach Weinberg
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BROUGHT TO TORAH
“A Tap On the Shoulder” by Yonoson Rosenblum

A number of those whom Rabbi 
Meir Schuster brought into the To-
rah world went on to great success 
in their professional and financial 
endeavors, success that would re-
dound to the benefit of both Rab-
bi Schuster’s Heritage House and 
the larger Jewish world. Among 
those, none looms larger than Dr. 
Richard Roberts of Lakewood, 
who is today one of the largest 
supporters of Lakewood’s mul-
titude of religious institutions, 
as well as a major donor to Re-
publican political candidates.

Dr. Roberts was always 
proud of being Jewish growing 
up in the Philadelphia sub-
urbs, even though he had scant 
Jewish education and had never 
met a religious Jew. Even fasting on 
Yom Kippur was not a given in his 
family. When he did so as a teenag-
er, one of his aunts told him around 
4:00 p.m., “Okay, you proved your 
point. Now you can eat.” 

After completing medical 
school at the University of Pennsyl-
vania in 1983, Roberts and a friend 
decided to travel around the world 
for a year. They ran into Rabbi 
Schuster, who in their eyes “looked 
like he came from Mars,” in the 
Arab section of the Old City. He 

asked them what they were doing 
the following evening, which was 
Shevi’i Shel Pesach. “Probably going 
to a movie,” they replied. But when 
he suggested that they spend the 
chag with a religious Jewish fam-
ily, they were game for what they 
viewed as likely to be “an interest-
ing cultural experience.”

It turned out to be far more than 
that. Their host was Rabbi Pinchas 
Kasnett, one of the early students 
at Shema Yisrael, and the conver-
sation that night was, in Dr. Rob-
erts’ words, “the most intellectually 
honest discussion that I had ever 
had.” The two medical students 
ended up staying for a few days. 
By the time he left the Kasnetts, 
Roberts was wearing a yarmulka 
and had decided to eat only kosher 
food.

After completing his medical 
training and also obtaining a Ph.D. 

in biophysics, 
Roberts took 
over the family 
pharmaceutical 
business, URL 
Pharma, which 
was then floundering. In 2012, he 
sold it to a large Japanese pharma-
ceutical company.

On Rabbi Schuster’s 
next to last fundraising 
trip to the States, he and 
Avraham Lewis went to 
visit Dr. Roberts in Lake-
wood. To Avraham, the 
meeting, which took place 
on the front doorstep of 
Dr. Roberts’s home, ap-
peared entirely perfuncto-

ry. As usual, Rabbi Schuster barely 
glanced at the check Dr. Roberts 
had written to Heritage House, if 
at all. Only when they got back in 
the car did Avraham discover to his 
amazement that the check was for 
$150,000 — just a small token of 
Dr. Roberts’s hakaras hatov (grat-
itude) for having been set up with 
the Kasnett family a quarter-centu-
ry earlier.

That check led to the only call 
Mrs. Schuster ever remembers re-
ceiving from her husband rejoicing 
in a large donation. 

Dr. Richard Roberts

TAKE YOUR TALMUD STUDY TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL!

To understand the Talmud, you need Rashi’s commentary. But to fully appreciate the 
Talmud’s depth and unity of structure, you need the commentary of the Baalei Tosafos. 

ArtScroll now offers a path to understanding this vital yet difficult commentary.

BY THE TIME HE 
LEFT, ROBERTS 
WAS WEARING 

A YARMULKA 
AND HAD 

DECIDED TO 
EAT ONLY 

KOSHER FOOD.

JUST IN  
TIME FOR 
DAF YOMI

JUST RELEASED: TRACTATE SUCCAH VOL. 2
Volume dedicated by: Dr. Tommy and Bernice (Hornblass) Kohn
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POSITIVE FIRST continued from  page 1

variably have some negative traits. 
It might be our job, from time to 
time, to deliver a negative mes-

sage. This Midrash is teaching us 
that even when we have to deliver 
a negative message to others — to 
tell them that they are “non-ko-

sher” in some way — we should 
always find a way to point out 
their positive attributes or quali-
ties first. 

THE IGGERES OF RAV SHERIRA GAON
The Shimoff Edition Introduction of the Talmud

Many people have heard of the Iggeres of Rav Sheri-
ra Gaon. What exactly is it?

The Iggeres, or Letter, of Rav Sherira Gaon is 
the earliest historical record we have of how, and 
by whom, the Oral Torah was transmitted through 
the generations of the Tannaim, 
Amoraim, and Geonim. It contains 
a wealth of information about 
how the Oral Law was studied in 
different periods of history, basic 
concepts about the Oral Law, and 
many fascinating details about the 
lives and times of the great men 
who headed the yeshivos in which 
the Oral Law was taught and trans-
mitted.

The Talmudic era came to an 
end with the passing of the very last 
of the Amoraim between the years 
4228 (467 CE), when Mar bar 
Rav Ashi died, and 4260 (499 
CE), when Ravina II died. In 
the year 4349 (589 CE), the 
yeshivah of Pumbedisa re-
opened, marking the begin-
ning of the period known in 
Jewish history as the Geonic Era (Doros HaRishonim, 
Vol. 6, p. 164). The Geonic Era lasted for 450 years.

The last and perhaps most famous of all the 
Geonim was Rav Hai Gaon. Rav Sherira was his father 
and Gaon before him. For over forty years, students 
flocked to Rav Sherira from all over Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. Questions in halachah and aggadah were 
sent to him from as far away as France and Spain.

One of the communities that turned to Rav Sher-
ira for guidance was the North African city of Kair-
ouan in present-day Tunisia. The leader of the Jewish 
community there during Rav Sherira’s lifetime was 
Rav Yaakov bar Nissim. Rav Yaakov penned a letter to 
Rav Sherira on behalf of his entire community seek-

ing direction on these matters. 
His letter contained eight ques-
tions addressing these themes, 
the first of which began: How 
was the Mishnah written? The 

response to Rav Yaakov’s letter has 
become known as “The Iggeres of 
Rav Sherira Gaon.” In it, Rav Sherira 
gives details about the direct trans-
mission of the contents of the Oral 
Law, the Mishnah and Talmud, from 
the earliest sages down to his time. 
He demonstrates that the Mishnah 
was not a latter day construction but 
a faithful transmission of the Oral 
Law from teacher to student, from 
long before Rav Yehudah HaNasi 
actually compiled the Mishnah in its 
present form. He goes on to describe 

how and why the Mishnah, 
Tosefta, and Gemara were 
composed. He gives a history 
of the yeshivos in Babylonia, 
along with some interesting 
historical details not known 
to us from the Talmud. He ex-

plains why many laws are stated anonymously while 
others are attached to the name of a specific Tanna or 
Amora, and why only the names of later Tannaim are 
mentioned and not those of the earlier generation. 
He includes a precise list of all the roshei yeshivah who 
headed the two great mesivtos of Babylonia from the 
times of the earliest Amoraim, through the close of the 
Talmudic Era, the times of the Rabbanan Savorai, and 
the era of the Geonim down to his time. 

The Iggeres of Rav Sherira Gaon, which was trea-
sured by the Rishonim and Acharonim, demonstrates 
the timelessness of our Oral Torah and answers 
questions that intrigue anyone who has opened a 
Gemara. 

RAV YAAKOV PENNED A LETTER 
TO RAV SHERIRA ON BEHALF 
OF HIS COMMUNITY SEEKING 
DIRECTION ON THESE MATTERS.

The text of the original Iggeres.
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Parashah for Children
!NEWפרשת עקב

oshe praises Eretz Yisrael in the Torah 
by listing the kinds of food that grow 
plentifully there. Eretz Yisrael was famous 

for these foods. Though there are other foods 
that also grow in Eretz Yisrael, the Torah picked 
only these seven:

Wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and 
dates. 

These seven have a special name: The “Shivas HaMinim” — 
the seven types. They are treated differently than other fruits or 
grains. 

What’s so special about them? 
Mom sent you a fig and an apple for a snack? Pick up the fig 

first and make the berachah Borei Pri HaEitz. Then take a bite of the fig first, 
before you eat the apple. 

The fig is more important than the apple. Why? Because figs are one of the 
Shivas HaMinim, so they are connected by the Torah to Eretz Yisrael. Even if the 
fig grew in California, it’s eaten before an apple grown in Eretz Yisrael!

When we eat one of the Shivas HaMinim, we make a special berachah 
acharonah (a berachah said after eating).

On foods made out of wheat, barley, and other grains — if it is 
bread, we say Bircas HaMazon. If it is other foods made of wheat, 
like cake, we say Al HaMichyah.

On wine (made out of grapes) or grape juice, we say Al HaGefen.
On other fruits of the Shivas HaMinim, we say Al HaPeiros.
On fruits that are NOT from the Shivas HaMinim, we say Borei 

Nefashos.  

M

The winner of the Parashas Mattos-Masei question is: CHAIM KASSORLA, Boca Raton, FL

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a 
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of 
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parashas Eikev: 
How long did it take to conquer Eretz Yisroel?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

The question was: What were the names of the five kings of Midian?  The answer is: Evi, Rekem, Tzur, Chur, and Reva.


