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Parashah
Pesach

continued on page 2 continued on page 3

GIVE ALL THAT 
YOU CAN GIVE

The Power of a Vort by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

  ְוֶנֶפׁש ִּכי ַתְקִריב ָקְרַּבן ִמְנָחה ַלה' סֶֹלת ִיְהֶיה
ָקְרָּבנֹו ְוָיַצק ָעֶליָה ֶׁשֶמן ְוָנַתן ָעֶליָה ְלבָֹנה.
When a person offers a meal-offering to Hashem,  

his offering shall be one of fine flour; he shall pour oil upon it 
 and place frankincense upon it (2:1).

The U.S. army’s recruitment slogan was once: “Be all that you 
can be.” If we had to come up with a recruitment slogan for a Jew’s 
life as Hashem’s soldier, it would be: “Give all that you can give.”

Rashi famously notes that only when it comes to a minchah offer-
ing do we find the person offering the korban described as “nefesh, a 
soul.” Rashi explains that a minchah was brought by a person who 
was so poor that he could not even afford two small birds for a kor-
ban. All he could muster was some flour for a minchah.

Hashem tells such a per-
son, “I consider it as though 
you have sacrificed your 
soul to Me, because you 
have given Me all that you 
can afford.”

Although we are unfor-
tunately unable to bring korbanos nowadays, 

I want to share a story about how this concept still endures until 
today.

A taxi driver in Eretz Yisrael once told an American yeshivah 
bachur about a high-profile passenger he once drove in his taxi — 
none other than the Steipler Gaon.

“Do you designate time for learning Torah?” the Steipler had 
asked this driver. “Do you learn Gemara?”

The driver told the Steipler that when he gets home after a long 
day in his cab, he eats supper quickly and then runs out for a night-
ly shiur. “I’m usually so exhausted that I fall asleep five minutes into 
the shiur,” he admitted, “and I only wake up from the snap of the 
maggid shiur’s Gemara closing some 55 minutes later.

“I only learn about five minutes of Gemara each day,” he con-
cluded, somewhat abashed.

“V’nefesh ki sakriv!” the Steipler exclaimed. “You are giving up 
your nefesh!”

Many people would look at this story and see the 

The Steipler Gaon

“YOU HAVE 
GIVEN ME 
ALL THAT 
YOU CAN 
AFFORD.”

STEP-BY-STEP 
CHECKLIST FOR 
EREV PESACH 
THAT OCCURS 
ON SHABBOS
Pesach – Laws by Rabbi 

Moshe Dov Stein and 
Rabbi Moshe Lieber

FRIDAY 
NIGHT MEAL 
❑ The meals 

should be held in a room with 
a floor that may be swept on 
Shabbos. If the room is carpet-
ed, a drop cloth or disposable 
tablecloth should be spread 
on the floor of the area where 
chametz will be eaten. The ta-
ble should be covered with 
two new or disposable table-
cloths. The challos should be 
on the table in a closed bag. 
❑ Kiddush should be made 

with a Pesach wine cup. All 
cups and wine bottles should 
be kosher for Pesach. All Pe-
sach items must be removed 
from the table before cutting 
the challos.
❑ One must wash and make 

hamotzie on lechem mishneh 
and eat at least a kebeitzah of 
challah. In order to facilitate 
crumb disposal, it is prudent 
for each individual to eat 
the challah over a spread pa-
per napkin. The napkin and 
crumbs should then be dis-
carded into the 
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NEW!HAGOMEL AFTER THE CORONAVIRUS
Exploring Modern Halachic Dilemmas by Zvi Ryzman 

Piskei Teshuvos (219:5) summarizes the poskim’s ar-
guments as to when a sick person who has recovered 
should recite Hagomel:

According to the strict interpretation of the law, logic dictates 
that once one has healed from his illness and is walking outside 
normally, and according to the doctors is no longer in a state 
of danger, then even though there still remains some 
remnant of his illness, but one that is not considered 
dangerous and which would demand care or surgery, 
he should recite Hagomel. He need not wait until all 
the remnant of the sickness is gone, for as we know, on 
occasion, [the aftereffects] may linger for a long time.

He goes on to state that this reflects the 
opinion of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, Rav 
Shmuel Wosner, and Rav Ovadiah Yosef.

Nishmas Avraham (219:1:3) adds:
For example, [one must recite Hagomel even if] half of his 

body has become paralyzed, or a particular organ of the body 
has become paralyzed as a result of a stroke, since he ultimate-
ly has left a state of danger. 

Piskei Teshuvos concludes:
However, the custom of many great Torah leaders was to 

wait until they have become completely healthy and not feel 
any weakness or fatigue as a result of the sickness, and no lon-
ger have any pain, even if this may take a long time.

He is referring to Divrei Yatziv (see section IV), who 

writes that this was the custom of his 
ancestor, the Divrei Chaim. And we 
have demonstrated that this is the view 
of Elyah Rabbah, Mahara”sh M’Lublin, 
Shulchan Aruch HaRav, and Mishnah 
Berurah. Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, too, ruled that the 

practical halachah accords with this opinion.
Based on the above, the Kovetz Omek Hap’shat 

(Parashas V’eschanan 5780) writes:
Regarding the coronavirus: There are survi-

vors who, even a long time after they have test-
ed negative for the virus, experience extreme 
weakness and various symptoms. Many of 
them report that their sense of smell and taste 
has not returned, and others feel fatigue from 

time to time. The question as to when they should 
recite Hagomel depends on the debate between poskim, 
as mentioned above. According to Shevet HaLevi and 
those in his camp, as soon as one’s life is no longer in 
danger, he should recite the blessing — despite the fact 
that he will still need rehabilitation and further medical 
care, because consequences of the sickness linger on. 
But according to the Divrei Yatziv and those in his camp, 
one should recite Hagomel only once he has returned to 
his normal self and no longer feels any weakness or fa-
tigue from the sickness. 

negative: a man snoozing 
through shiur, night after 
night, year after year.

The Steipler looked 
at it differently. This 
man’s exhaustion wasn’t 
by choice. He needed 
parnassah, and driving 
all day made him very 
drowsy. The fact that he 
voluntarily showed up 
each night at the shiur 
took tremendous mesi-
rus nefesh, and giving all 
that we are capable of 
giving is all that Hash-
em expects of us. 

Zvi Ryzman

RAV CHAIM’S ADVICE
Rav Chaim Kanievsky on Tehillim compiled by Rabbi Shai Graucher 

A man once brought his son to Rav 
Chaim Kanievsky for a berachah. The child 
had a stutter, and he was so embarrassed by 
his speech impediment that he refrained 
from ever speaking with anyone. His bar 
mitzvah was drawing near, and he was 
ashamed to even be called to the Torah and 
recite the berachos in front of the congrega-
tion. Rav Chaim blessed the child and then 
added, “I have some advice for a practical 
solution, if you would like. 

“Put a doll in your bedroom,” Rav Chaim 
instructed. “Every night, before you go to bed, 
carry on a conversation with the doll - tell it 
about your day, ask it questions, and repeat 
some of the things you learned that day.” 

The father and his son stared at Rav 

Chaim in obvious aston-
ishment. What was the 
meaning of this strange 
advice? Rav Chaim gently 
explained, “The reason stammerers ‘clam 
up’ is because they are afraid that people 
will laugh at their difficulties. The truth is 
that very few will mock them, but they are 
too self-conscious to ever make the effort, 
and they can therefore never be disabused 
of their notions. By practicing talking to a 
doll, which will obviously not laugh at him, 
the boy will build his self-confidence, and 
he will manage to become confident that 
his stutter will not be an object of scorn 
even when he speaks to people. With time, 
he will lose his fear of talking.” 
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toilet. 
❑ The top tablecloth and the 

drop cloth on the floor (after clean-
ing them of crumbs and discarding 
the crumbs into the toilet) are put 
away for use at the Shabbos morn-
ing meal or else discarded. 
❑ One must clean his face and 

hands of crumbs and rinse his 
mouth thoroughly. This should 
be done in the bathroom and 
not over the kosher-for-Pesach 
sink. When leaving the bath-
room, one should wash his 
hands in the same fashion as 
for netilas yadaim, but without 
reciting the berachah.
❑ The Shabbos meal is now 

eaten with Pesach food and 
utensils. [Disposable plates 
and utensils may be used. They 
should be of a quality befitting the 
honor of Shabbos.] 
❑ One may alternatively use 

matzah ashirah (egg matzah) for 
this meal. One must wash, make 
hamotzie and eat a kebeitzah of 
matzah ashirah, preferably eating it 
along with the food of the seudah. 
[The first five items listed above are 
not applicable when using matzah 
ashirah.] 

SHABBOS MORNING
❑ Shacharis is scheduled earlier 

than usual to allow the completion 
of the meal and the removal and 
disposal of the chametz in a timely 

fashion. 
❑ One conducts the Shabbos 

morning meal following the first 
six items of the Friday night meal. 
After reciting Bircas HaMazon, he 
recesses for one-half hour and 
then follows the third through 
fifth items. Note: if one employs 
the matzah ashirah option, he must 

divide his meal in two by reciting 
Bircas HaMazon, recessing for one 
half-hour and repeating item. All 
leftover chametz must be disposed 
of into the toilet before the end of 
the fifth hour. The area around 
the table should be swept with a 
chametz broom and the crumbs 
thrown into the toilet. Alternative-
ly, the drop cloth placed on the 
floor is removed and the crumbs 
on it discarded into the toilet. 

Note: All chametz items (broom, 
etc.) should be placed in the cha-
metz closet. [Taping or tying with 
string is prohibited on Shabbos. 

When closing chametz closets or 
cupboards on Shabbos, one may 
wrap string around the handles or 
use child-safety locks.] 
❑ The bitul chametz formula usu-

ally recited when burning chametz 
must be recited before the end of 
the fifth hour. 

SEUDAH SHLISHIS
❑ Minchah is scheduled ear-

lier than usual in order to allow 
one to partake of seudah shlishis 
before the tenth hour. 
❑ Neither bread, matzah nor 

matzah ashirah are used at this 
meal. One may partake (de-
pending on custom) of knei-
dlach (matzah balls), meat or 

fish, or fruits. [Sephardim with the 
custom to eat matzah ashirah on Pe-
sach may use it for this meal before 
the tenth hour.] 
❑ After the tenth hour, one 

may not partake of large satiat-
ing amounts of any food. Small 
amounts of fruit are permitted. 

MOTZAEI SHABBOS 
❑ No Seder preparations may be 

made until after tzeis hakochavim. 
One must recite Baruch Hamavdil 
Bein Kodesh L’Kodesh before begin-
ning any Yom Tov preparations. 

STEP-BY-STEP CHECKLIST FOR EREV PESACH THAT OCCURS ON SHABBOS
continued from page 1

Rabbi Nachman Seltzer presents 
the “DISCO RABBI”

The Incredible Life of Rav Yitzchak Dovid Grossman of Migdal Haemek
• How did a young Meah Shearim Yerushalmi win the hearts of a gang of tough  

and angry non-religious teens? 
• How did he “tame” the local crime boss, stop a lynching, and create a Shabbos 

revolution in an entire city? 
• How did he become known as the “Disco Rabbi,” beloved by gedolei Yisrael — 

and secular politicians — and the Israeli public, both religious and non-religious?
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Parashah for Children
פרשת ויקרא

The winner of the Parshas Tetzaveh-Purim question is:  ELI SAL

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday, March 24, to be  
entered into a weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name and contact info. Names 

of winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

Question for Parshas Vayikra: 
Where is there a hint in this week’s parashah that  

we may not bring a stolen animal as a korban?

THE WEEKLY QUESTIONTHE WEEKLY QUESTION  WIN A $36 
ARTSCROLL 
GIFT CARD!

W

The question was: The Gemara (Megillah 12b) says that Memuchan, who is mentioned in the Megillah (1:16), was Haman.  
According to another opinion, Memuchan was someone else. Who was he and why was he called Memuchan?

The answer is: Daniel. He was called memuchan because he was destined (“muchan”) to bring about the miracle of Vashti’s execution. 

Only the BestOnly the Best  
hat type of animals can be brought as a korban — and what 
type can’t be brought? 

A person bringing the korban is bringing a kind of gift to 
Hashem. Would you want to get a bike that’s missing a wheel as a 
birthday present, or a game that’s missing half the pieces for your 
afikoman gift?! An animal brought as a korban has to be whole and 
healthy. For example, an animal with a torn ear or a broken leg that 
has not yet healed, or which is not perfect in certain other ways, can’t 
be brought. It shouldn’t smell bad, or be old or sick. For Hashem — WE 
BRING ONLY THE BEST! 

Species of Animals for Korbanos Species of Animals for Korbanos 
CattleCattle — ָּבָקר

 CALF — ֵעֶגל, ֶעְגָלה
)male / female(

From 8 days until its first birthday

ֶּכֶבׂש / ִּכְׂשָּבה
LAMB 

)male / female(
From 8 days until 
its first birthday

ַאִיל )ֶּכֶבׂש ָזָכר(
RAM 

)male sheep(
From 13 months until 

its third birthday

ְׂשִעיר /ְׂשִעיַרת ִעיִּזים
KID

)male / female( 
 From 8 days 

until its first birthday

ָׂשִעיר / ְׂשִעיָרה
GOAT 

)male / female(
From 1 year until 
its third birthday

From age 1 until end of its fourth year

 COW — ָּפָרה
)female(

 BULL — ַּפר
)male(

SheepSheep — צֹאן

Would you give a gift of bittersweet chocolate 
to someone who HATES bittersweet chocolate? A 
person cannot bring an animal that was stolen as a 
korban, because Hashem hates stealing. After all, He 
doesn’t want people to steal — so how can someone 
bring a stolen korban? 

The only types of animals that can be brought 
are shown in the pictures below:

Who actually prepares and puts the korban on 
the Mizbei’ach? Once the korban is brought to the 
Mishkan / Beis HaMikdash and shechted, only the 
Kohanim are permitted to take care of what needs to 
be done to put the animal on the Mizbei’ach. 

NEW!


